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•PREFATORY NOTICE. 



Some apology miist be deemed neeenary 
far asy &«w attempt to write the Life «f 
BuaNs. The present adveiitarer on that 
iield has ooly thia to offer-: — that Dr Cur- 
rie's Memoir cannot be, with propriety, de> 
taehed fVom tlie collection of the Poet's 
worlx, ii4i!di it wai expressly dedigoed to 
'aecempany; and the ri^retted projector of 
Constable's ACBcellany sought in vain £» 
any other narrative sufficiently dotted to 
meet ^ porpoeea of hia pnUicatioon. 

The 'last reprint of Dr Cnrrie's Editum 
bad the advantage of bong auperintended 
by Mr Cfflbert Burns; and &Bt ezeeUeitt 
msB, avBilii^ himulf of tfas labours of 
Cromck, Walker, and Peterido, aad sup- 
fdyiDg many Uanka ffon th« stores of bis 
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own recollection, produced at laat a book* 
in which almost everything that should be 
{and eome Uiinga that never should hare 
been) told, of his brother's history, may be 
found. There is, however, at least for in- 
dolent .readers, no small inconveiiieiltoe in 
the arrangement which Currie's Memoir, 
thus enlarged, presents. The frequent re- 
ferences to notes, appendices, end Letters 
not included in the same volume, are some- 
what perplexing. And it may, moreover, 
he serionsly questioned, whether Gilbert 
Bums'a best method of answering many of 
hit amiable auger's unconacioos mis-state- 
ments and exaggerations, would not have 
been to expunge them altogether from a 
work with which posterity were to connect* 
in any shape or measure, the authority oi 
\aa own name. 

I As to critunsm on Bums's poetry, no one 
can^upfN)^ that anything of consequenca 
temainB to be added on. a subject which 
has eng^ed successively the pens of Mac^ 
fcenzie, HeroU, Currie, Scott, Jeffrey, Wal* 
her, Wordsworth, Campbell, and Wilaen. . 
' lite fanmble purpose of the followii^ Es* 
say was, therefore) no mor* than to com- 
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proM, mtbm tbe limita of a single small 
Tolamfl, the substance of materials already 
open' to all the world, and sufficient, in 
every point of Tiew, for those who have lei- 
snre to collect, and candour to weigh them. 
Forany little touches of novelty that may 
be discovered in a NarraUvef thus unambi- 
tioosly undertaken, the writer is indebted 
to respectable authorities, which shall be 
cited as he proceeds. As to tiie earlier part 
of Bums's history, Currie and Walker ap- 
pear to have left little unexplored; it is 
chiefly concerning the incidents of his clo- 
ung years that their accounts have been 
Happ<wed to admit of a supplement. 
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CHAPTER L 



Robert Borns wbb bmi on the 25th of JaoiMry 
1759, in a clay-built cottage, about twe miles to 
the mwth of toe town of Ayr, and in (he imm»- 
diate vidnity of the Kirk of Alloway, and tfa* 
** Anil) Brig o'' Doon." Abost a week after, 
wards, part of the frail dwelliag, which his fader 
itaA contrnctMl'whh hie wwn hands, gave way at 
■nidHigfit I and the inhnt poet and his mother 
were carried thnn^fa tile storm, to the shelter (^« 
neighbaming hovel. 

The father, William Bm-mt or Surtieu, (for 
so he spelt bis namei) was the son of a feimer in 
'Kincardineshire, whence he removed at 19 yean 
of age, in consequence of domestic embarrassmenta. 
-The fexta on which ihe &mily livpd, formed part 
of the estate forfrited, in consequence of the Re- 
bellion of 1715, by the noble house of Keidi 
Marischall ; and the poet took pleasure in sayiiig, 
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tbat luB humble imcestors sfaared Hia princkilea and 
the fall of their chiefs. Indeed, after William 
Bnmes settled in the west of Scotland, there pre- 
Tuled H vagoe notion that ha himself had been out 
in the insurrection of 174i5-6; but though Robert 
wonid fain have interpreted hia father's silence in 
iavoar of a tale which flattered his imagination, bis 
brother Gilbert alwa;^ treated it as a mere fiction, 
and such it was.* It is easy to suppose that when 
any obscure northern stranger fixed himself in 
those days in the X'OW Country, anch nunonrs 
were likely enough to he emulated concenung 
bim. 

William Bnrnes laboured for some years in the 
neighbonifaood of Edinburgh as a gtudener, and 
then found his way into Ayrshire. At tlw time 
when Robert was bom, be was gardener md 
overseer to a gentleman of small estate, Mr Fer- 
guson of Dooohohn ; but resided on a few acres 
of land, which he had on lease from another pro- 
prietor, and where he had ongioally int^Miled I* 
«atahli^ himself as a nurseryman. He married 
Agues Brown in Decem}>er 1757, and the po«t 
was their fint-bora. 

William Buntes sewas to hare bean, in his hntn.- 
ble station, a man oninoitly estitled to res|Met. 
Ue ^d received the wdiaary leaning of a Sco^ 
tlsh parish school, and profited largely both by that 
and by hia tiwn expeoence in the world. " I have 
eiet with few" (eaul the poet, -)- after he had him- 
self seen a good deal of manlund) " who under- 

* Gilbsrt found inuDg hU bthv*! papen a catifica(e 
of ih* minlttn of hii natlv* puUh, tttiitj'iag that ^ the 
beam, William Burnes, had no hand la the late wicked 

ItbtllHW." 

f . Lcitd of Bum* lo Dr Bloote, 22d Angast 1787- 
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•tood nee, tbeir mnimera, and &eir ways, oqtud to 
iBv father." He waa a, strictly religions nub 
There exists in his handwriting a little loaaual ot 
Geology, in the form of a dialt^pie, which he drew 
ap for tuB use of his children, and- trom which it 
wpeuB thBt he had adopted more of the Anninian 
tun of the Calnnistic doctrine; a drcamstance 
not4o he wondered at, when we consider that he 
had been educated in a district which was never 
nombeFed aiUMig the strongholda of the Presby- 
terian church. The etfectionate reverence with 
whicli his children ever r^arded him, is attested 
by all who hare deacribed him as be appeared in 
hu domeatic circle ; but there needs no evidence 
beaidfl that of the poet himself, who has painted, 
in colours that will never fade, ■' the saint, the fa- 
ther, and the husband," of the CoUar's Satwdojf 
Niff/it. 

Agnes Brown, the wife of this good man, k 
deacribed as " a very sagacions woman, witfaont 
«By appeaianee of forwardness, or awkwardness of 
jiaanner ;" * and it seems that, in featores, and, as 
be grav np, in general address, the poet resembled 
btx more tlun his &ther.-f- She had an inexhaost- 
3ile alue of baUads and traditiontry tales, and ap- 
peaia to have nonrisbed hia in&nt imagination by 
tins means, while faer haaband paid more attenlioil 
to " the weightier matters of the law." 

These wMtby pe^>le laboured hard for the sup- 
port of an increasing lamily. William was occu- 
pied with Mr Ferguson's s^rice, and Agnes,~-~Itke 
the wyfe of Auchtermuditie, who ruled 
" B^ih csItu Md kfe. 
And a' tlie honic bsith in and out,"— 
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tiontrived to manage a email dairy as w«lt ai btt 
children. But though their honesty and ditigenetf 
merited better things, their condition continued to 
be very uncomfortable; and our poet ('inhialetterM 
Dr Moore) accounts distinctly for his being boiH 
wid bred " a very poor man's son," by the remarii) 
that " stubborn nngainly integrity, and headlong 
trngoremable irascibility, are dieqaalifying cirBoni* 
Btances." 

These defects of temper did not, however, ob* 
Rcnre the sterling wi^h of Wilham Barnes in ^M 
eyes of Mr Ferguson ; who, when his gardener 
expressed a wish to try his fortune on a farm of 
his then vaeant, and confessed at the aanie time bia 
Inability to meet the charges of stocking it, at once 
advanced 100^. towards the removal of the difB- 
cnlty. Bnmes accordingly removed to this farm 
(that of Mount Oltphant, in the parish of Ayr) at 
Wbitsontide 1766, when hie eldest son was be- 
tween six and seven yeara of age. Bnt the aoil 
proved tn be of the most nngratefnl description; 
«nd Mr Ferguson dying, and his aSiurs falling in- 
to the hands of a harsh facfytr, (who aftenrards 
sat for his picture in the 3\e>aI}offs,) Burnee-was 
glad to give up In* bai^son at ihe end of eix yvBn. 
He then removed aboat ten milei to a \ergeT md 
better Arm, that of Lochlea, in the parish of IW- 
bolton. Bnt here, after a shoit interval of pros- 
perity, Bonle nnfortnnate misunderstanding took 
place as to the conditions of the lease ; the dia- 
pnte was referred to arbitration ; and, after tlirae 
years of suspense, the result involved Barnes in 
min. The worthy man lived to know of this 
decision ; bnt death saved him from witnessing its 
necessary consequences. He died of consumption 
on the ISili February 1764. Seven labonr, and 
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Im|M8 ob^ reqeweil to be bafBed, had rit last ex^ 
huuted a robust bnt irritable etmcture and tempe- 
r&m«Dt o£body and of wind. 

In tbe midst of the iiarassiii^ atra^lea wliicti 
foand this termination, WUliam Bnraea appean to 
have used bis ntmoHt exertions for promoting the 
mental improvement of his cliildren — a duty rare* 
ly Delected by Scottdsb pareota, however hnmbls 
their station) and scanty their meaiu may be. Bo- 
Bert was sent, in his sixth year, to a small school 
at Alloway M iln, ^x>nt a mile iirom the houee in 
which he was bora; bnt Campbell, the teacheo^ 
being in Uto course of a few months remored to 
^BOtner eitoationi Barnes and four or five of lua 
qeighbooTB engaged Mr John Murdoch to evpply 
bis place, lodging him by turns in th^ ownhoUsea^ 
find enanriBg to him a bmAil payment of money 
quarterly* Robert Bums, and Gilbert bis next 
brotbeTi were the apt«st and tbe favourite pupils of 
4J)is worthy man, who survived till very lately, and 
who has, in a letter published at length by Currier 
detailed] with honest pride, the part which he had 
in the early edacatlon of our poet. He became 
the frequent inmate and conSdential friend of the 
binily, and speaks with euthasiasm of the virtues 
of WUliam Bnrnes, and of the peac^iU and happy 
life of his humble abode. 

" He was (says Murdoch) a tender and affec- 
tionate bther; be took pleasure in leading bia 
e^hlren in the path of virtue ; not in driving them, 
as some parents do, to the performance of dutjas 
to which they themselves are averse. He toolL 
care to find fault bnt very seldom ; and thwefbra, 
when he did rebuke, he was listened to witit a 
kind of reverential awe. A look of disapproba- 
tion was felt; a reproof Was severely so: and a 



11 LIFE OF 

•tripe with the fenoz, eren on the durt O^the coat, 
^ve henrt'felt pain, produced a tond lamentuioii, 
and brought forth a flood of tears. 

" He Dad the art of gaining the esteem and 
good-will of those that were labonreia under him. 
I tbink I never aaw him angry but twice : the one 
time it was with the foreman of the band, for not 
reaping the field as he was desired ; and the odier 
time, it was with an old man, for using smatty 
innendoB and double erUendres." 

" In this mean cott^, of which I myself wai 
at times an inhabitant, 1 really belieTe there dwdt 
a lai^er portion of content than in any place ia 
£arope. The Cottar's Saturdatf Night will giv« 
some idea of the temper and mannen that prevail- 
ed there." 

The boys, under the j<Hnt tnition of Mnrdodb 
and their fttber, made rapid prt^eii in reading, 
spelling, and writing ; tbey committed psalnH and 
hymns to memory with estiaordinary ease — the 
teacher taking care (as he tell ns) that they shonld 
understand the exact meaning m each word in tha 
•entence ere they tried to get it by heart. " Aa 
soon," * says he, " as they were capriile of it, I 
tanght them to turn verse into its natnral prose or- 
der ; sometimes to snbstitnte aynonymona exprea- 
sions for poetical words ; and to supply all the el- 
Upaes. Robert and Gilbert were generally at the 
upper end of the class, even when ranged with 
boys by far their seniors. The books most com- 
monly used in the school were the SpeUing Book, 
ibe New Teitament, the Bible, Maton't CoUeo- 
timt t^ Praie and Vefse, and Fither't EnghA 
Grammar''—" Gilbwt always appeared to npe to 



■ Cnnia'i UH, p. SB. 
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tively inwgtnatioO, ta 
the wit, than Robert. I atteDipl«d to teach tbem 
a little chDTGh-mnsic. Here tbey were left far be- 
hind by all the rest of the b4^oo1. Robert's ear, 
in particular, waa remarkably dnil, and his voice 
nntnnable. It was long before I could g;et them 
to diHtinguish one tune from another. Bobert'a 
GOnntenancs waa generally grave and ezpreasire 
ofsaeriona, contemplative, and thonghtful mind. 
Gilbert's face said, Mirth, wifA thee I mean to 
lives and certainly, if any person who knew the two 
boya, had been asked which of them wae the most 
likely to court the MuseB, he wonld never have 
gneaaed that Robert had s propensity of that kind." 
" At those years," says the poet himself, in 
1787, " I was by no means a faronrite with any- 
body. I was a good deal noted for a retentive 
memory, a stubborn sturdy something in my dis- 
position, and an enthusiastic idiot piety. I say 
idiot piety, because I was then but a child., Though 
it cost the schoolmaster some thrashings, I made 
an. excellent English scliolar ; and by the time 
I was ten or eleren years of age, I waa a cri- 
tic in BubatantiTes, verbs, and particles. In my 
inbnt and boyish days, too, I owed much to an 
old woman who resided in the fenuly, remarkable 
lor ber ignorance, credulity, and superstjtion. She 
had, I suppose, the lai^est collection in the conn- 
tiy of tales and songs concemiag devils, ghosts, 
fiuries, Inrowniee, witches, warlocks, spsnkies, kel- 
piea, elf-candles, dead-lighta, wraiths, apparitions, 
cantraipe, giants, enchanted towere, dr^tois, and 
other tmmpery.* This cultivated the latent seeds 

■ Mr Robeic Chamben tells me that tbi> vomui'i name 
was jBDny WUiod, and that the outliTed Bunu, "ith 
whom sh« WM a great faTtnulle. 



of poetry ; bnt had bo Htrong an tSeei flU mv ima* 
^nation, that to this hour, in my noctnnial miU- 
bles, I BblBetimea keep a sharp look-oat in susp^ 
tiotiB p)ac«s; and though nobody can be more 
■ceptical than I am in auch matters, yet it often 
takes an effort of philosophy to shake off tfaeae 
idle terrors. The earliest composition that I Fe> 
collect taking pleaaare in, was 7%« Visum (f 
SRrea, and a hymn of Addison's, b^mnng, ^ot9 
ere ^ servants blest, O Lord! I particularly 
remember one half-atauza, which waa mnuc to my 
boyish ear— 



I met with these pieces in MosotCs English Col- 
leelion, one of my achiKil-booka. The two firat 
books I ever read in private, and which gave nM 
mora pleasmv than any two books I ever read 
since, were. The Life <^ Hannibai, and The Bia- 
tort/ofSir WUUam WaUaee." Hannibal gave 
my yonng ideas anch a tnm, that I used to strut 
in raptures np and down after the recruiting drum 
and bagpipe, and wish myself tall enongh to be a 
soldier ; while the story of Wallace ponred a tida 
of Scottish prejudice into my veins, which will boil 
along there tUI the flood-gates of life ahnt in 
eteroal rest" \ 

And Bpeaking of the same period and book! 
lo Mrs Dnnlop, he says, " for aeveral oS mf 
earlier years I had few other authors ; and many 
a Bolitaty hour have I stole oat, after ,tbe bbori- 

■ Tho Hatintbal wu lent by Mr Murdoch ; die Wal. 
lace by > neighboaring blachnnlth. 
t I*iter (0 Dr Moore, I7«7. CtKwk 
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(MS TOcafloM of tlie day, to sfaed a tear over 
%beir gtoriom but unfortnimte stories. In thoa6 
boyisb dsys I remember m paTUeolor bemg strndt 
vritb tliat put of W&IlBce's story where thue 



" I chose a fine snmmer day, the only dav my 
Une of life allowed, and walked half a dozen 
miles to psy my reipectB to the L^Ien woo<^ 
with as ranch devont enthnsiaBm as ever pilgrim 
did to Lotetto ; and explored every den and ddt 
s^Mre I covld snppoee my heroic conafryman to 
bave lodged." 

, Mmdoch continued hU inBtmctioH mtil iht 
Amtly bad beep aboat two years at Monnt Oti^ 
^hant— -when be left for a dme that part of the 
country. " Tha« being no school near na," aays 
Gilbert Boms, " and onr little services boar aX' 



Mndy nsefnl on ^e farm, my iaJbet ondertook to 
ieach us arithmetic in the winter evaunes tr 
1 this way my two elder : 



nceived all the education they ever received." 

Gilbart tells an anecdote which nmBt not be 
ianritted here, since it fnmiabea an esrl^ instance 
4^ die livelineBS of his brother's imagination. Mnr- 
^ocfa, beang on a visit to the famflj, read alood 
<iiw evening part of the tragedy of Titus Androni- 
«ni»~tha circle listened with the deepest interest 
antil he came to Act 2, ac. 5, where Lavinia is m. 
trodnoed f with her bands cnt off, and her tongue 
cnt oVt." At tiiis the children entreated, with 
WW voice, in an agony of distress, that their friend 
aronid read no mare. " If ye will not hear the 
play out," Bud William Bnmen, ■' it need not be 
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left with yon."—" If it be left," criea Koborti 
" I will bum it." His lather was about to chi«l« 
him for this letorn to Mordoch's.kiiidiieaR — but 
the good young mau iaterfered, sayiog be liked to 
see io macb Hensibility, and left The ScJutdfot 
Love in place of his truculent tiagedy. At this 
time Robert was nine years of age. 

" Nothing," continues Gilbert Barns, " could 
be moie retired than our general manner of livii^ 
■t Mount Oliphant ; we rarely saw anybody but 
the raembere of our own family. There were no 
boys of our own age, or near it, in the neighbonr> 
hood. Indeed the greatest part of die land in Haa 
vicinity was at that time poaaessed by shopkeepers, 
and people of that stamp, who had retired from 
business, or who kept their fitnn in the country, 
at the same Ume that they followed business in 
town. My father was ias some time almost tb^ 
only companion we had. He conversed fsmilioTa 
ly on all subjects with us, as if w« bad been men ; 
and was at great pains, while we accompanied 
him in the labours of the farm, to lead the conver- 
■ation to such subjects aa mig^t tend to increaas 
our knowledge, or confirm us in virtuous habits^ 
He borrowed SaUwn'i Gei^raphiad Grammar 
for us, and endeavoured to make us acqaiunted 
with the situation and history of the different 
countries in thct world ; while, from a book-society 
in Ayr, he procured for us the reading ni Der- 
hattfg Phytieo and AMra-Tkeology, and Ri^'* 
Wudom of God in the CTeaiioii, to give us some 
idea of aetronoroy and natural histtny. Robert 
read all these books with an avidity and industry 
scarcely to be equalled. My (sther had been a 
snbwiiher to StaeiAoiMe'i Uittory of the B&U. 
From this Jlobert collected a competent know. 
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led^ of uctent bistoiy ; for no bo(A umu *o voht- 
minota at to tlacken hit induttty, or to mOiqtia- 
Ud aato damp hit retearvhes." A collection ol 
I«ttere by eminent Englieh antbOTS, is mentioBed 
DB haviDg fallen into Bnms's bands inncb about 
the same time, and greatly delighted hjm. 

When fisTne was about thirteen or fimtefln 
yean old, his fiither sent him and Gilbert " week 
about, during a rammer qoarter," to the pariah 
■chool of Dalrymple, two or three milea diatan* 
firom Mount Olipbant, fra' the impronment of 
their penmaDihip, The good man conld not pay 
two fees ; or his two boys could not be spared at 
the Hime time from ^e labour of the farm I 

" We lired Tery' poorly," says the poet. " I 
was a dexteroiu ploagbman for< my age ; and the 
next eldest to me wim a brother, (Gilbert,) who 
could drive the plongfa very well, and help me to 
thrash the corn. A novel writer might perfaapa 
have viewed these scenes with some satisfaction, 
bnt M> did not I. My indignation yet bolls at tha 
vecollection at the scoundrel ftctors insolent let- 
tmrn, which used to eet ns all in tears." 

Gilbert Bums gives his brother's situation at 
Ail period in greater detail — ■■ To the buffeting* 
•f miaTortune," saya he,' " we could only oppoae 
hard labour Mid the most rigid economy. Wa 
lived very sparingly. For Beventl yean l)ntch8r*B 
neat waa a stren^r in tbe bouse, while all tfak 
uemben of the family exerted themselves to tba 
utmost of their strength and rather beyond it, in 
the Itdwurs of die fenn. My brother, at tbe age 
of thirteen, assisted in thrashing the crop of com, 
and at fifteen vras the prindpal labonrer on tba 
ha/tn, for we bad no hired servant, mala or female. 
Tha angolafa of mind wa felt at our tender yean, 
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oodBT diese Btrute mi diffienltiee, was very gNM.' 
To tbinlc of our fiuber growing old, (for be wi»- 
JDew above fifty,) broken down with tbe long-cMi- 
tiiwed fatigues of his life, with a wife and &ve 
Other <jiildren, and iil a declining state of cirGom- 
stances, these reflections prodDC«d in my brothra's 
mind and mine sensations of the deepest distreM. 
I doabt not bat the hard labour and sorrow of 
tbia period of his life, was in a great measure the 
cause of that depression of spirits with which 
Robert was so often afflicted through bis n4iolA 
life afterwards. At this time he was almost cod- 
atantly afflicted in the evenings with a dull iiead* 
ach, wbicfa) at a fntnre period <rf his liiei was aX* 
(banged for a palpitation of ^e bearti and a threat- 
ening of fainting and suflbcatiou in his bed, in ^ 
nightrtime." 

' The year after this. Boms waa able to giUQ 
three weeks of i^sjHte, we before, aad twei after 
die harrestifrom the labours which were thnSatrain- 
ing his youtJifal strength. His tutor Murdoch 
was now established in the town of Ayr, and 
the boy spent one of these creeks in rendng. ibt 
finglish grammar with him ; the otiier two were 
given to French. He laboured enthnsiaatically in 
(be new pnrsnit, and came hmne at the end of ■ 
Ibctni^t with a dieticmaiy and a Teletnague, i4 
'^lich be made such use at bis leisure hoars, by 
himself, that- in a short time (if we may bdierc 
Gilbert) he was able to understand any ordinary 
book of FWiicb pose. His prioress, whatever it 
feally amounted to, was looked oa as something of 
a prodigy ; and a writing-master in Ayr, a friend 
af Murdot^, insisted that Robert Bums muatneu 
attempt the rttdimenis of tie LatM tvHffM. Ha 
did so, bat with little perperempca, We tMybp 
sure, nnce the results were of no sort of value. 
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Btmis's Lstin conBiated of a few sereps of hack* 
neyed quotation, snch as many diat nerer looked 
into Rnddiman's RndimentB can apply, on ocea* 
fdon, qnite as skilfnlty as he ever appears to hara 
done. The matter ia one of no importanca ; wi 
blight perhaps safely dismiss it with parody!^ 
\phat Ben Jonson said of Sbakspeare ; Jie had littl4 
i^eacb, and no Xiatiii ; and yet it is proper to tnen- 
tiou, ^at he is found, years after he left Aynhire, 
Writing to Hdinbnrgh in some anxiety about a copy 
bfMdiere. 

He had read, however, and read well, ere hrs 
sixteenth year elapsed, no contempliUe araonnt irf 
the literature of his own country. In addition to 
the books which have already b«en mentioned, he 
tells US that, ere the &mily qnitted Mount Oli- 
pfaant, he had read " the Spectator, some plays of 
Shakspeare, Pope, (^e Homer included,) Tall 
'and Dicjcson on A^cnltnre, Locke on the Human 
Understanding, Jastice's jBrituh Gardent^'i Di' 
recfoiy, Boyle's Letturea, Taylor's Scripture Doc- 
trine of Original Sin, A Select CoHecHon ofEng^ 
ash Songg, HsTFey's Medrtatione," (a book which 
has ever been very popular among the Scottiali 
Iteasantry,) <■ and the Woiks of Allati RunMyi^ 
and Gilbert adds to this list Pa^tela, (the fint no- 
vel eirfier of the brothers read,) two strayvolnmeB 
of Pereffritte Pickle, tw» of Count Patiimi, and a 
single rolume of " some English hietoriaD," con*- 
toning the reigns of James I., and his son. The 
" Collection of Songs," says Bums,* " was my vade 
MMwm. I pored over them, driving my cart, or 
walking to labonr, song by song, verse by verse ; 
•^ar^uDy noticing the tme, tender, or enblime, from 

" Letter loDr il<ion,l'JVJ,- , , ,[ , 
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affectation or fnstian ; nnd I Bin conriDced I «wc 
Id this practice mocb of my critic-craft, such: aa it 
ii." 

He deiired, dnriii^ this period, conuderable adr 
rautages from the Ticinity of Moimt Oliphast to 
tlie town of Ayi — a place then, and stilj, diatiur 
goiahed by the reaidence of many respectable gen- 
tlemen's nunilies, and a consequent elegance of 
society and manners, not common in remote pro- 
Tinciai sitnaldoiia. To his friend, Mr Murdoch, ho 
no doubt owed, id the first instance, wbatev^ at- 
tentioijB be leceived there from people older as well 
as higho: than himself: some sacb persoos appeal 
to hare taken a pleatnre in lending him book^ and 
surely no kindneas could have been more nsefnl 
to him than this. As for his coevals, he himself 
says, very jnstly, " It is not commonly at tliat 
green age that onr yoong gentry have a just seuse 
of the distance between them and thrai ragged 
playfellows. My young superiors," he proceeds, 
" never insulted the chuterly appearance of my 
plough-boy cBTcaaa, the two extremies of whico 
were often exposed to all the inclemencies of all 
the seasons. They would give me stray volnroea 
vf books : among ihom, even then, I conld pick up 
some observation ; and <Hie, whose heart I am surd 
not even the Mnnuy * Begum scenes have tainted, 
faalped me to a little French. Parting with tbe*«, 
my young. triends and bene&ctors, as they occa- 
utmiklly went off for the East or West Indies, was 
often to me a sore affliction, — but I was soon call- 
ed to more serioos evils." — (I<etter to Moore.) 
The condition of the family during the last two 
years of their residence at Mount UJipbant, when 

■ The allusion here ii to «ie of the ions rf Dr Jobn 
Malcolm, EifUrwaida highly diaiinguiilicd la the senice of 
iim East IixUa Compaoy. 
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4bo *ng^ wb)ch raded in ikeur remoral was ta- 
pidly appraacbing its ciisU, baa Wen alretuly de- 
;M:ribed ; nor need we dwell again on tbe untimely 
burden of aorrow, as well as toil, which felt t4> the 
-ffhwe of the youthful poet, and which would hare 
brojcen altogether any mind wherein feelings like 
itis had existed, without atrength lilie his to Goa* 
trol tiiem. 

The remoTid of tbe family to Locblea, in the 
Miish of Tarbolton, toi^ place when Bnina waa 
in hie »xteentb year. He had some time before 
tbia made bis first attempt in rerse, and.dte oc- 
famm ie ibm described by himself in bis letter to 
Moore. 

" This kind of life — tha cbeerleaa gloom of a 
Immit, with die naceasisg moil of a galley-slare, 
bronght me to my aixteenth year ; a tittle before 
which period I first committed tbe sin of Rhyme. 
You know our country custom of coupling a man 
wtd woman together as partnen m the labours of 
^harrest. In my fifteenth aatninn my partner was ' 
a bewitching creatnre, a year younger than myself. 
Mf acarcity ct fbglish denies me the power of 
doug her justice in tliat language ; bnt yon know 
tbe Scottish idiom — she was a boimie, eteeet, ton- 
ne lata. In short, she, altogether unwittingly to 
herself, initiated me in that delicious passion, 
which, in spite of acid disappointinrait, gin-borse 
fmdence, wd Iwok-worm pbiloMphy, I hold to be 
the first of human joys, our dearest blessing here 
below 1 How ^e caught the contagion, I cannot 
tell: yon medical people talk m<i(£ of-infecdon 
Irom breathing the same ear, the toncli, &c. ; bnt 
I never espreesly said I loved her. Indeed, I did 
not know myself why I liked so much to loiter be- 
hind with her, when returning in the ercmiig firom 



our Itiboiin ; why the tones of her voice made mf 
heart-strhin thrill like an ^olian harp ; and pan- 
UcQlarly Why my pnlee beat such a fariouB ratan, 
when I looked and fingered over her little band, tft 
ttickontthecraelnettle-atingsaiidthiBdeH. Among 
ner other love>inspiring qualities, she auag aweet- 
ly ; and it waa her faronrite reel, to which I at- 
tempted giving an embodied vehicle in rhyme, I 
Was not so presumptuous as to imagine that i cauld 
make verses tike printed ones, composed by m«a 
who bad Greek and Latin ; but my girl sung a 
Bong, 'which was said to be compoaed by a amall 
country laird's son, on one of hie father's maid^ 
with whom he was in love ; and I saw no reason 
why I might not rhyme as well as he ; for, ex* 
cepting that he could smear sheep, and cast peatS) 
hia father living in the moorlands, he had no mora 
e<^o)Br-crBA than myself. 

" Thus with me began love and poetry ; wbioli 
at times have been my only, and till within iJie 
last twelve months, have been my highest enjoy- 
ment." 

The earliest of the poet's productions is ib» llttla 
ballad, . 

" once T lovecl a bontiie tass, 
' ' Ay, »nd I love hei still, 

And whilat that honour vvns my bfawt, 
111. loTs my handxine Nell," Ac- 
Bums himself characterises it as " a voy po^Io 
and silly performance ;" yet it contains here and 
there lines of which he need hardly have been 
ashamed at any period of his life : — ■ 

" She dreaaes aye lae clean and neat, 

Bsith decent and genteel, 
,1nii then thrre'i lomethitig in her gail 

Can any drrii leolr vecL" t ioo<)lf 
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, " Silly and pnraile as it is," nud tie poet, long 
ai^rwarda, "I am always pleaaed with tliis bod^ 
as it recalia to my mind those happy days whea 
my heart viea yet honest, and my tongue sincere. . . 
1 composed it in a irild entfausiasm of pestdwi, and 
to this bonr I never recollect it but my heart melts, 
ray blood Bailies, at die remembrance." {MS, 
bfemo^ndam book, Augnst 1783.) 

In his fiiBt epistle to Lapraik ( 1785) he say^— 
" Amilst u Bonn as I eouU spell, 
1 10 the crambo-jiDgle fell, 

Tho' rude ud rough ] 
Vet erooiiing to a iody'i Mfl 
Daet trul auH^" 
And in some nobler Terees, entitled " On my 
Early Days," we have the followiog passage ^^ 

" T mind ft weel in etalj date, 

When I was beardless, young and blste, 

Aud first coald thrash the bam. 
Or hiud a jokin' o' the pleugfa. 
An' tha' fi^Jbnghten lair entngli. 

Yet stico proud to Itarn—- 
Wlunjirit among the yeUov corn 

A man I reckoned vat^ 
Arf wi' A« ffltw it merry mom 

COBid rank my ri; and latt-^ 
Still ihcariog and clearing 

The tilher (tookit ra», 

Wi' dairen and haters 

Weiring the day airi — 
E'en tben a with, I mind its pawa, 
' A wUi that lo mj latest boui 

Shall strongly heave mj breast : 
That I for poor anld ScoUand's sake. 
Some useful plan oi txmk conld make. 

Or nng a sang, at least : 
The nm^ bur-thitlle ipreadhig widu 

Among the bearded bear, 
1 lum'd the leeedtr-elipi ^ide. 

And ipartd the t}itnbol dear," Goo<)lf 



S6 LI FE or 

He iR hardly to be envied wlio cane en t«Ri plate 
without emotion, this exquisite picture of yonog 
nature and young genius. It was amidst 8bi£ 
scenes that this extraordinary being felt those first 
indefinite etirrings of immortal ambition, which he 
has himself shadowed ont under the magnificent 
image of " die blind gropings of Homer's Cydopt, 
around the walls of his cave." * 

' Ixtta lo Ct Miraic. 
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CHAPTER II. 



mgedfOr rlp«r tin 

To fael tbc Ibllle* or the crlmM 



As has been alrecdy mentioiied, WilliuiiBDneB 
now quitted Mount Oliphant for Iiocblea, in die 
parish of Tarbolton, where, for some little spocet 
fortnae i4>peared to smile on hb industry and 
frugality. Robert and Gilbert were employed by 
their fttber as r^:nlar laboureis— he aUowing 
them 7^ of wagea each per anntimi from ivhi«£ 
ram, however, the ralae of any home-madet 
dothes received by the youths was esactly de- 
ducted. Robert Bnms's person, inured to daily 
toil, and continually expoHod to every variety of" 
weatbec, presented, before the usual time, every 
daracterietlc of robust and vigorous manhood. 
He says himself, that he never feared a compe- 
titor in any species of rural exertion ; and Gilbert 
Bums, a man of uncommon bodily strengUi, adds, 
diat neitber he, nor any labourfr he ever saw at 
work, was equal to tbe yontbful poet, either in 
the com field, or the severer tasks of the thrash- 
mg-floor, Gilbert says, that Robert's literary zeal 
slackened considerably after their removal to Tar- 
Iwltim. He was separated from his acquaintance* 
•f the town of Ayr, and probably missed not only 



the Btimolos of their conversation, but the kind* 
neaa th&t bad fnmtsbed bim wilb big supply, gacb 
as it was, of books. Bat the mua source of bis 
change of habite about thla period was, it is con- 
feesed on all hands, tbe precocioniB ferrour of oite 
of bis own tarbolent paasions. 
. " Id my serenteenth year," aaya Burnt, " to give 
my manBcn a bmsb, I went to a country danung- 
Bchoo]—- My fetber bad an nnsccountable anti- 
I»tby against these meetings ; and my going wh, 
what to this moment I repent, in apposition to 
his wishes. My &ther was sabject to strong paa- 
sims ; frem that instance of disobedience in me, 
he took a sort of dislike to me, which I believe 
was one cause of the dissipation which marked my 
succeeding yeara,* I say dissipation, comparative- 
ly with the strictness, and sobriety, and regularity 
of Presbyterian country life ; for though tbe Wili- 
o'-Wisp mete<»« of tbougbtleas whim were almost 
tbe sole lights of my path, yet early ingndned 

* " I woDder," laya Gilbert, " how Bobert coiU Bttri- 
bate to our faOier tfikt lasting retatment of hii going to. 
A dBDcing-Kbool ■gaiuii hi] will, of which he wu inea^ 

el believe the truth waa, tbu about this Umc b« 
to «ee the dinseroiu ImpetuoBiljr of my biolhcr't 
pisaioQs, aa well as his not being ameiuble to ohuimI, 
which irfteo initBled my fstlier, and which he would na. 
tmally think a daDcing-school wa< not likely to conect. 
Bat M «M proud of Robett'i geniui, which he bestowed' 
mon espCDte on eultimioi! than oo the test of the fiunilf 
_«nd he wai equally delighted with hli wannth of heart, 
and convenutional ponera. He had indeed that dislike 
of dudDg^KhooIs vhidi Robeit mentions; but ao far 
Mename tt dating Rebi^'* fint month of attendance, 
tbat he pennitted the reit of tbe family that were fit fl)r It, 
loaecimipBny hlmduriag the second month. Robert ex* 
celled In dancing, and wm for lome lime diitractedly tBoA 
oflL" 
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ptety and vfrtne Uept mo for several yean after-' 
wardB within the fine of nmocencc.- The great 
miefortane of my life was to want an aim. I «aw 
my father's ritnation entailed on me perpetmd la^ 
bonr. The only two openings by which 1 conld 
enter ^ temple of Fortune, were tiie gate of ni|^ 
gardly economy, or the path of little chicaning 
bai^D-mektng. The first is so contracted an 
apertvre, I' conld never aqneeze myself into it f— 
tM last I always bated^there was contamination 
in the very entrance I Thus abandoned of aim or 
▼iew in Kfe, with a strong appetite for sociability, 
•■ well from native hilarity, as from a pride of ob- 
servation and remark ; a constitadonal meliuKlMity 
or hypochondriaciam that made me fly soKtnde; 
add to these incentives to social life, my repnta' 
tion for bookish knowledge, a certain wild logical' , 
talent, and a strength of thonght, something like 
the mdiments of good sense; and it will not eetat 
anrprinng that I was generally a welcome gnest 
iriiere I vinted, or any great wonder that, always 
where two or three met together, there .was I 
amongthem. Bat farbeyondallotherimpnlsesof ' 
ny heart, was un penc/uttU pour radoraMe vwitU 
Au genre kw/uutt. My heart was completely tinder, 
and was eternally lighted np by some goddess or 
otiber ; and as in every other warfare in this world 
my fortune was varitms, sometimea I was received 
with fevonr, and sometimes I was mortified with ~ 
a repnlse. At the ploa^, scythe, or reap-hook, 
I feared no competitor, and thas I set absolate 
want at defiance ; ^id as I never cared fitrther for 
my laboars than while I was in actus] exercise, I 
spent the evenings in the way after my own heart, 
A eonntry lad seldom carries on a love atlventnre 
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witboM an aMuating confidrat. I pMMssed ft cn- 
rioaity, seal, and intrepid dexterity, that recom- 
mended me as a proper second on Uwse occa- 
uons, and I dare say, I feit as much pleasnie io 
being in the secret of half the loves of the pariah 
of Tarboltbn, as erer did atatesman in knowing 
the intrigues of half the courts of Europe." 

In regard to the same critical period of Boma's 
life, bisexcfllentbrodier writes as followB.'^" The 
seven yeaia we lived in Tariwlton parish (extend- 
ing from the seveateentli to the twenty-fourth of 
my brother's age) were not marked by much li- 
terary improvement; l))it, during this time, the 
fauBdation was laid of certain habits in my bro- 
ther's character, which afterwards became but toa 
preminent, and which malice and envy have taken 
delight to enlarge on. Though, when young, ho 
was bashful and awkward in his intercourse with 
womeB, yet when he approached manhood, hia 
attachment to their society became very strong, 
and he was constantly the victim of some fair en- 
slaver. The symptoms of his passion were often 
■uch as nearly to equal those of the celebrated 
Sappho. I never indeed knew that he fainted, 
ttmi, and died away; but the agitations of his 
mind and body exceeded anything of the kind I 
ever kaew in real life. He had always a particu- 
lar jealousy of people who were richer than him- 
self, or who had taore consequence in life. Hia 
love, therefore, rarely settled on persons of thia 
description. When he selected any one out of 
the sovereignty of bis good pleasnre to whom he 
afaoold pay his particular attention, she was in- 
stantly invested with a sufficient stock of cbarms, 
out of the plentiful stores of his own imagination ; 
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and ib«n was orten a grest diwiOiUitude belwses 
Ilia ftir captivator, bb she appeared to otbera, and 
aa ^K aeemed when inrested with the attribotea 
be gave her. One generally reigned paramoiiat 
in hit aSections ; but aa Yorick'a afiectiana flowed 
oat tovrard Madame de L — at the remiae door, 
while the eternal vows of Eliza were upon himi 
no Robert waa frequently encoiiDtering other at- 
tractions, which farmed so many onder-plots in 
the drama of his love." 

Thns occupied with labour, love, and dancing, 
the youth " withont an aim" fonnd leisare occa- 
aionally to clothe the sa&uently various mooda of 
bia mind ia rhymes, ft waa ae early a* seventeen, 
(he t^ as,)* that he wrote aome stanoa* wUeh 
begin beautifully : 

" I dream'd I la; vbtrt Sovtn wcr« ipiinging 

Qaily in the sudd; beam ; 
I.ialeDing to ibe wild birds imging. 



Thio' the woods the whirlwinds IS 
Trees with aged srms were warrirg. 

O'er the swelling drvmlie wave. 
Sddi wi« life's deeaitful numiing," die. 

On comparing these verses with those on 
" Handsome' Nell," the edvance achieved by the 
young hard in the conrae of two short yeara, mu*t 
be regarded with admiration ; nor sbonid a minor 
circumstance be entirely overlooked, that in the 
piece which we have just been quoting, their oc- 
curs but one Scotch word. It waa about this time, 
also, that he wrote a ballad of much leaa embitiona 
Tcin, which, years after, be snyt, he used to wn 
* Rutiqnes, p. 242, , 
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orer with duligbt, becanae of Uie faiUifuluess with 
which it recalled to him the ciicaiashmceB and 
feelings of his opeaing manhood. 

— " My fithra was a farnier upon the Carrick border. 
And carcfiilly he bnd me op in decenc; and order. 
He bad« me tct > maalj part, Iho* I had ne'er a lulfaiDg t 
Fta wiibout an honeat m&iilf hear^ no mui wu worUi 



Va bdp, nor hope, nra riew had I, dot penon to befriend me t 
SoimuU tirii,andiweat,Mldbn)it, aodlaboBTtainatunine, 
Td plough and low, to leap and mow, in; falfaei bred me 

For one, he laid, to Ltbonr bied, wai a milcb fbr fortune 
fairly. 

Thui all obKoie, unknown and pOM, thra* Ufo I'm doom- 
ed (o wander; 

Tilt down my weary bones ( lay, in everWthig alumber. 

No new, nor cue, but ihun whate'er might breed me 
pain or gorrow ; 

I life to-day, ai well'a I may, cegaidlcaa of lo-mMiow." 



These are the only two of his very eariy pro- 
ductioDB in which we hare nothing expressly ahont 
lore. The rest were composed to celebrate the 
charmB of those mral beauties who followed each 
other In the dominion of his &ncy — or shared the 
capacious throne between them; and we may 
easily believe, that one who possessed, with his 
other qoaliScationB, such powers of flattering^ fear, 
ed competitors as little in the diversions of his 
evenings as in the toils of his day. 
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The rani lover, in those diBtricts, puraaei hia 
tender Tocation in a style, the-especial ftwcinatioD 
of vbich town-bred Bwoins may find it somewhat 
difficult to comprehend. At^ the labunrs of the 
day are over, nay, rery often after he ia supposed 
by the inmates of his own fireside to be in his bed, 
die happy youth thinks little of walking many long 
Scotch miles to the residence of his mistress, who, 
nponthe signal ofa tap at her window, comes fortli 
to spend a soft honr or two beneath the barre«C 
moon, or, if the weather be severe, (a circumstance 
which never prevents the journey from being ac- 
complished,) amidst the sheaves of her fatJier'a 
barn. This " chappin' out," as they call it, is a cus- 
tom of which parents commonly wink at, if they 
do not openly approve, the observance ; and the 
Gonseqtiences are far, very fer, more frequently 
qnite nannless, than persons not familiar with tm 
pecnliar manners and feelii^ of oni- peasantry may 
find it easy to believe. Excnrsions of this class form 
the theme of almost all the songs which Bnma is 
known to hare produced about this period, — and 
SDch of these jnvenile performances as have been 
preserved, are, without exception, beantiful. ITiey 
show how powerfully his boyish fcncy had been 
affected by the old mral minstrelsy of his own 
country, and how easily his native taste caught the 
secret of its charm. The truth and simplicity of 
nature breathe in every line — the images are al- 
ways jnst, often originally happy— and the grow- 
ing refinement of bis ear and judgment, may he 
Uaced in the terser langnage and nmre mellow flow 
of each successive ballad. 

The best of the songs written at this time is that 
beginning, — 
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*' II wu npim A Luomaa Dlght, 

WheD com rigs are bonnle, 
Beneath the itioon's unclondcd ITghl, 

I held awa to Annie. 
^^K time flev by vi' tentlni heed. 

Till, 'tveen the late and earlr, 
Wi' ama* pcnuaaion she aj^recd 
To see rae ihro' the barley," &c. 
We may let tbe poet carry on bis own story. 
" A circnm stance," says he,* " ivbicb made some 
alteration on ray mind and manners, was, that I 
spent my nineteenth stunmer on a Bmn^ling coast, 
a good diatance from home, at a noted school,f to 
learn mensuration, surveying, dialling, &&, in which 
I mode a good progress. But I made a greater 
prc^;reBs in the luiowledge of mankind. Iba con- 
traband trade was at that time very snccessfol, and 
it sometimes happened to me to fall in with those 
who carried it on. Scenes of swi^gering riot and 
roaring dissipation were till this time new to me ; 
but I was no enemy to social life. Her«, tboi^ 
I leamt to fill my glass, and to mix without feqr 
in a drunken squabble, yet I went on with a high 
hand with my geometry, till the sun entered Virgo, 
a month which is always a carnival in my bosom, 
when a charming jf/eKe, who lived next door to 
ihe school, overset my trigonometry, and set me 
off at a tangent from the sphere of my stndies. I, 
however, struggled on with my sines and co^nes 
for a few days more ; bnt stepping into the garden 
one charming noon to take the sun's altitude, there 
I met my angel, like 
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" It was ia nin to tbinlc of doing aaj more 
gootV at school. The reimuning week I ataiJ, I 
did nothing but croae the facilities of my bouI aboat 
her, or steal out to meet her ; and the two last 
Dights of my stay in the country, had sleep been ^ 
mortal sin, the image of diia modest and imiocent 
ffil had kept me goiltless. 

" I radioed borne very conuderahly improred. 
My reading wis enlai^ed with the rery importaufi 
addition of Thomson's and Shenstone's Works; 
I had seen homan nature to a new pfaaais ; and I 
eng^ed several of my school-fellows to keep up a 
literary corre^ndence with me. lids tmproTeil 
tne in composition. I had met with a collection of 
letters by the wits of Queen Anne's reign, and I 
pored orer diem most devoutly ; I kept copies of 
any of my own letters that plecised me ; and a 
comparison between them and the compoaition of 
most of my correapondents flattered my nnity. 
1 carried tins whim so &r, that Aongfa I bad not 
diree &rthings worth of business in the world, yet 
almost every post brought me as msny letters aa 
if I had been a broad plodding son of day-bo(^ 
and ledger. 

" My life flowed on mnch tn the same conrse 
till my twenty-third year. Vive Vamowr, et vive la 
iagateHe, were my sole prindples of action. The 
adtUtion of two more authors to my library gave 
nw great pleasore ; Sterne and M'Kenzie — TVts- 
tram Shandy and The Man of Feding — ^were my 
bosom favonrit«B. Poesy was still a darhng walk 
for my mind ; bat it was only indulged in accord- 
ing to the hnmoor of the honr. I had usually half 
a dozen or more pieces on hand ; I took up one 
or other, as it suited the momentary tone of the 
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mind, and diimiBsed the wotk as h bordered on 
fetigae. My pasnonB, once lighted up, raged Kke 
■o many dews, till they fonnd vent in rhyme ; and 
then the conning over my veraeB, like ■ spel), 
toothed all into qniet." 

Of the rhymes of those days, few, when he 
\fTot9 his letter to Moore, had appeared in print. 
fVhaer, a dirge, an admirably versified piece, is of 
their number ; (Ae Death of Poor Mailie, MatS^* 
Elegy, and ji^m Barleycorn; and one charming; 
song,inepired by the Nymph of Kirkoawald'SjWhow 
attractions put an end to nis trigonometry. ' 

*■ Now vestUn vIikIb, and iUoghlering ^ns, 

Biing Autumn's plcauot weRthn ; 
The moaicock spiinga, on whirting wings, 

AiDBDg tho bfocmiing hsather.. . . 
— Peggy dai, the evening's clear, 

Tlu(i flies the skimming eir*tIov ; 
The Aj is blue, the &dii in viev. 

All fading gieea and yellow ; 
Come let U3 stray dut gladsome way," &c. . . 

John Sarhycom is a clever old ballad, very 
tleverly new-modelled «id extended ; hut the 
DeaSt and Elegy of Poor Mailie Aeie.ty& more 
Attention, The expiring animal's &dmonitio|iB 
touching the education of the " poor toop lamb; 
lief son and heir," and the " yowie, silly thing," 
lier daught^, are from the same peculiar vein of 
ely homely wit, embedded upon fancy, which he 
itfterwards' dug with a bolder hand in the Ttcd 
Dogs, and perhaps to its utmost depth, in his 
Dmih and Doctor Hornbook. It need scarcely he 
added, tliat Poor Mailie was a real personage, 
though she did not actually die until some time 
after her last words were written. She bad lieen 
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porcbaBsd by Bami ia a liglic, and becuoe ex- 
ceedingly atlAchcd to hia person. 

" Thro' all the town ihe trotted b; liim ; 
A long lialf-mile she could deicij htm ; 
'Wi' kindl; bleat, Then ihe did gpj him. 



These little piecea are in a much broader dialect 
llian any of tbeir predecessors. His merriment 
sod satire weret ^lom the beginaing, Scotch. 

Notwithstandiiig the loxnrioaa tone of some of 
Bariu'g pieces produced ia those times, we ore ss- 
anred by himself (and bis brother nnbeaitatiogly cou- 
finns the statement) that no poaitiro vice mingled 
in any of his lores, mitil after he bad reached bis 
twenty-third year. He has already told ua, that, 
his short residence " away from home" at Kirk- 
MWald's, triiere be mixed in the society of sea- 
faring men and smn^lers, produced an nnbronr- 
Bble alteration on some ofhisbabite; bat in 1781-2 
he spent six months at Irvine ; and it is from this' 
period that his brother dates a serious change. 

" As his numerous connexions," says Gilbert,' 
" were govemwl by the strictest rule* of rirtne and 
modesty, (from which he never deviated till hia 
twenty-thu'd year,) he became anxious to be in % 
situation to many. This was not likely to be the 
case while he remuned a brmer, as the stocking 
of a fiirm required a sum of money be saw no 
probability of being master of for a sjeat while. 
He and Thad for several years taken land of our 
father, for the pnrpoee of rwsing flax on our owa 
account ; and ra the course of aelling it, Rt^rt 
began to tlunk of tnraing flax-dresser, both as be- 



iDg suitebte h* liie grand view of settKiiK in life, 
and as Bubserrient to the flEtx-rtdsiug," * Biim, 
accordingly, went to a half-brotlier of hia mother's, 
by name Peacock, a flax-dresHer in Irrine, with the 
view of learning this new trade, and for some time 
he applied biraself diligently ; but miefortnne after 
miafortaDe attended him. The sh(^ .Kceidan tally 
caught fire during the caroDBal of a oew-year's-day's 
morniog, and Robert " was leh, like a true poet, 
not worth a sixpence." — " I was obliged," says he, 
" to give Qp this scheme ; the clonds of raiafortime 
were gathering thick ronnd my fatber'e head ; eild- 
what was worst of all, he was visibly far gone ia 
a consnmptjon ; and, to crown my distresses, r 
belle JiBe whom I adored, and who had pledged 
her soul to meet me in tbe field of matrimoiiy^ 
jilted me, with pecoliar circumBtaiic«s of mortifies^ 
tion.f The fimshing evil dial brought up the rear 

■ David. SOIkt usaied Mr Robert Chunbert- ihM Mt 
nocion aiiginated wiih WlUiam Bnmes, sho dnHiBbt «f 
becoming entirely a liaC-famier; and, by way of lEeepiog. 
at much of the profils aa he could within liii family, of 
tnaking bia eldest son a flax-dresser. 

-f- Some letiera referring to this affair are omitted in th« 
*' OenerU CtHregpfludence" of Gilbeit'i ediUon ; for what 
iBUon I know not. They are turely as well irorth pre« 
•ervins aa man; in the Colleccion, particularly wben their 
early date ia cansid^ied. The first of them beginathus : — 
" I terily believe, my dear E., that the pure genuine ieel- 
inga of love are aa rate in the world as the pure genuins 
prindples of virtue sod piety. This, I hope, will account 
for the unconnmoD style of all my lettcra to you. By tin> 
common, I njeao their being written in «uch a aerious 
manner, which, to tell you the truth, has made me ofien 
afraid lest you should take me for some sealoua bigot, vrho 
convened with bis mislreis ai be would convene with hia 
minister. I don't know how it ia, my dear j for ibougli,' 
except your company, there ia nothing oa earth gives me so 
much pleasure aa writing to you, yet it never gives me those 
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of tbu infennl file, was, my constitutLoiial nelan- 
cboly being increaiied to such a tlegree, that for 
three months I was in a state of mind scarcely to 
be enried by the hopeloBa wretches who bare got 
tbeir mittimna — D^artfrom nu, ye cursed." The 
following letter, addressed by Bams to his father, 
three'dayB before the unfortunate fire took place, 
will show Abundantly that the gloom of his spirits 
had little need of that aggraTadon. When we 
consider by whom, to whom, and nnder what cir- 
cnmstances, it was written, the letter is erery way^ 
m remarkable one :— 

^dTTspturei so mudi talked of among laverg. Iharaof. 
Ml UiDDght, that if ■ «d1-gniuiidBd sffenion tie nol Tealljr 
■ part ofTirnie,'tiB ■omethingextremclyBkiatoit. WheB- 
eret the thoogbt of my E. vaima my heart, ever; fading 
of bununity, erery principle of generoiity, kEndleg io my 
breast. It eitinguishes erery ditty spuk of malice and 
nvy, which m but too apt to invest me. I gnip every 
crealuTe In the amii of anirenal benevolence, and equally 
participate in the pleaanrH of the happy, aod sympathiM 
with the miseries of the unfoitunBte. I ass ute you, my dear, 
X often look up to the divine Diipoaer of Evenls, with an 
eye of gratitude for the blening (rhicb I hope he inteiidt to 
Matow on me, in bestomng you." 

What toUtm It ftom Bunit'a Letter, in answer to that 
in whidi tho young woman intimated her final rejection, 
of bis vowi.^" I ou^t in good manners to have a^aow- 
ledged the receipt of youi letter before this time, but my 
heart was to shocked with the conlenta of It, that I can 
aeareelf yet collect my thonghts so as to write to you on the 
nfcjsct. I «iU not attempt to describe vhat I felt on le. 
cdving your letter. I rend it over and over, again and 
a|pun ; and though it was in tlie politest language of refu. 
aal, still it was peremptory ; ' you were sorry yon could Doc 
mijce me ■ TMam, bat you wish me' what, without yon, I 
n obtain, * you with at all kind of bappini ' ' 



try maldeiH in at moat hi* twentieth year. 
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" HONOCBED SlB, 

" I HAVE purposely delayed writing, in the 
hope that I snonld have the pleasure of eeeing 
yoD on New-year's day ; but work comes so bard 
upon US, that I do not choose to be absent on 
that account, as well as for some other little 
reasons, which I shall tell yon at meeting. My 
health is nearly the same as when yon were here, 
only my sleep is a lit(]e sounder ; and> on the 
irhole, I am rather better Aen otherwise, thoagh 
I mend hy very slow degrees. The wealmess of 
my nerves has so debilitated my mind, that I dare 
neither review past wants, nor look forward into 
futurity ; for the least anxiety or perturba^n in 
my breast produces most nnhappy effects on my 
whole frame. Sometimes, indeed, when for an 
honr or two my spirits are alightened, I glimmer 
a little into fntnrity ; bat my principal, and indeed 
my only pleasnrable employment, is looking fattck- 
wanls an<l forwards in a moral and religions way. 
I am quite transported at the though^ that ere 
long, perht^s very soon, I shall bid an eternal adieu 
to all the pains and uneasiness, and disqnietudes of 
this weary life; for I assure yon I am heartily ti- 
red of it ; and, if I do not very much deceive my* 
•elf, I could contentedly and gladly resign iL 
' The loii], unessj, uid confined at borne, 
Retu and expuLUM In a life to come.' 
" It is for this reason I am more pleased yrith 
the 15th, 16th, and 17th verses of the 7th chapter 
of Revelations, than with any ten times as many 
verses in the whole Bible, and would not exchange 
the noble entbnsiasm with which they Inspire nie 
for all that this world has to offer.* As for tltis 

• The veraM of Scriptut* here alluded to, an aa fol- 

" 1 6. Therefore are they bcfbre the throne of God, and 
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irorld) 1 (hcpait of erer mdung n fignre in it. I 
un not fanned fia the bustle tri the bnsy, nor tba 
fitUter of the gmy. I shall nerer again be capable 
of entering into ancfa acenee. Indeed, I am altoge- 
ther ttuconcemed at ibe thon^ita of this life. , I 
foTMee dtat foverty and obMnrity probably await 
me, and I am in some meamre prepared, and duly 
p«paring, to meet them. I have but jnst thae and 
p^>a- ta return yon my gratebl thanka for the 
leuona of virtne and [nety yon have given me, 
which were too mnch neglected at the time of gi' 
rin^ them, bat which I hc^ have been remember- 
ed ere it is yet too late. Pteaent my dntifnl re- 
■pecta to m^ modier, and my compliments to Mr 
■ad Mrs Mair ; and, with wialm^ yon a nmry 
New-year's.^y, I ahall condnde. 
" I un, hoDoored Sir, yonr dndfnl stm, 

" KOSXBT BtTRMS." 



tag to borrow, till I get more. 

" ndi letter," aajra Dr Cnrrie, " written Bereral 

En bdbte the pnblication of his Poems, when 
name was as obscnre as hie caoitition waa 
hnmbl^ dieplaya the philoeophic melancholy which 
•o gconally forme toe poetical temperament, i 
tfiat buoyaat and ambibans epiiit whidi itutica 



•cnehimaajudDi^iabitlemiac; ud he OuH dltfth 
on the thHMu ahall dwell among Ifaam. 

" I& The; ihall binder no man, imiha thint Ui; 
turn t nritbo' iball Qm mi U|^ od than, nor tnj heat. 

** IJ. For tba IiHnb ttMt i* In the midst of the thnme ' 
ibaK bed thtm, and ihall lead than ualo liTing fMOtakiB 
efuntlcn; and Qod AaU wlpa away ill tMi* from theii 



4S LIVE OP 

a mind comdona of it* strengtb. At Irrine, Bium 
at thU Ume ptwseBwd » siogle room for liii lodg- 
ings, rented, perbspB, at the rate. of a ahilluig a- 
week. He pasted bis daya in ccsutant labour as a 
fiax.dresser, and hia food consiBted chiefly of oat- 
meal, sent to him from bis fatfaer'a fimiily. The 
Bt^e of this bumble, thoogh wbolesome untriioent, . 
it appean, was nearly eshsnBted, and be was tinmt, 
to borrow till be abould obtain a aupply. Yet erea 
in dna ntnation, bia actire imagination had formed 
to itself pictarcs of eminence and diatinction. Hi« 
despair of making a figure in the world, showa 
bow ardently be wished for honourable fame ; and 
bia contempt of life, foiraded on this despair, ia 
tbe genniae espreasion of a yOHtbfal and generons 
mind. In sncb s state of reflectdon, and of suffer- 
ing, the imagination of Bums natnrally passed the 
dark boundaries of our earthly horizon, and rested 
on those beauUful representations of a better world, 
where there is neith^ thirst, nor hunger, nor sor- 
row, and where h^ptness shall be in propwtion to 
the capadty of happiness." — Life, p. 102. 

Ui^apptiy for bunself and for the world, it waa 
not always in the recollections of bis virtnons btHBa 
and the atndy of bia Bible, that Bums sought for 
omaolation amidst the heavy distresses which " his 
youth was heir to." Irvine is a amall sea-4>oit ; 
and here, as at Kiriioswald's, the adTentnrops spirits 
of a smuggling coast, with all their jovial babita, 
wen to be met with in abundance. " He contract- 
ed some acquaintance," says Gilbert, " of a freer 
manner of thinking and living than he bad been 
used to, whose society prepared him for overleap- 
ing the bounds of rigid virtue, whicJi had bitbeitv 
restrained bim." 

I owe to Mr Rotwrt Cbwnbem (author of Ti*- 
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ditiMs of Edinbnr^) the foUowiag note of ■ 
coBTenstion which he had id Jnne 1826, irith • 
reapectable old citizen of tbU towA : — " Botim wbb, 
at the dme of bia residence smong ns, an older- 
lookiag man than might have been expected from 
bia age — very daiUy coniplesi<»ied, with a Btrong 
dark eye— of a dionghtfiil appeanuce, amonndng 
to what migbt be called a gloomy attenUreneaa ; 
CO 'macb bo, that when in company which did not 
call fiorA his toilliant powers of conversation, he 
might often be men, fw a connderable space tdge* 
tber, leaiung down on his palm, with bis elbow 
resting. on his knee. He was in common silent 
and reserved ; bat mitvo he found a man to his 
mind, he constantly made a pcnnt of attaching him- 
e^ to his company, and ettdeavonring to bring oat 
his powers. It was among worara tifm« (bat bo 
uniformly exerted himself, and imifermly sbooe*. 
Fettle remarked even then, tliM when Robert 
BoRM did speak, he always spoke to the point, 
and in genoal with a sententiooa lH«Tiiy. Hn 
moody thonghtfolnesB, and laconic style of exprea- 
aion, WCK both inherited from his &ther, who, tar 
lus station in life, was a very singular person." 

One of the most bttiinate companionB of Bam^ 
while he remained at Irvine, seems to bare been 
that Darid Sillar, to whom the EpuUe to Da- 
vis, a Brother Poet, was subsequently addressed. 
Sillar was at this time a poor schoolmaster in Ir- 
Tioe, enjoying considerable reputation as a wdt» 
of local versea : and, according to all accounts, ex- 
tremely jovial in hia life and conversation.'' 

• If thij pereoD had some ilure In lesdlng Bnnu Into 
MDvivial iliulDMiOD*, ll ia piopei U> obHfve, tliu hli ova 
randuct in *na U(^ made ■bundont ■toorauait tot that, 
BDd ill hii oiiin U1I7 in^uluitiei. Mr Sillai became in 
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Burns himself thus Bnms up the reanlts of faU 
residence ftt Irriue: — " From this admonrs I 
learned Bomething of a town hfe; hot the princi- 
pal thing which gare my mind a tnm, was a faiend- 
^p I fcvmed with a young fellow, a very noble 
character, but a hutless son of misfbrtime. He 
was the son of a simple mechanic; hnt a great 
~ man in the neigfabonrhood, taking him under hie 
patronage, gave him a genteel education, with a 
view of bettering bis situation in life. The patron 
dying juat as he was ready to latmch out into the 
world, the poor fellow in despwr went to sea; 
where, after a variety of good and ill fortune, a 
little before I waa acquainted with hita, he bad 
been set ashore by an American privateer, on the 
wild coeat of Connai^t, stripped of eveiTtbing. 

His mind waa fran^t with independ- 

BDce, magnanimity, and every manly virtue. I 
loved and admired him to a degree of enthusiasm, 
and of courae Mrove to imitate him. In some mea- 
sure I Bocceeded ; 1 had jnide before, hnt he taught 
it to flow in proper chaimels. His knowledge of 
the world was vastly superior to mine; and I was 
all attention to learn. He was the only num I ever 
saw who was a greater fool than tnyeelf, wher^ 
woman was the presiding star ; but he spoke of il- 
lidt love with the levity of a sailor—, which bither- 

the tequid mn^ mora nmubble fbi iDrict babiti of ab- 
■temionsneta, tbaii hii nnfonimMG friend evei in lesLtf 
WK for (he levene ; and worldljr prosperity ha-ring allEiid. 
td Ma industry in a very uncommon degree, he aurvived 
till iMely (if he does not ((ill aurriTC) one of tbe moat ic 
■pectable, a* v«ll ai veaithj, inhabilanta of hii native 
'town. He poblidied a volume of poema, in aome of which 
cooaideiafale ingenuity is diiplayed ; and often filled whh 
.much atdit tbt ntnattim of a borougli magiatraH. 
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to 1 bad legardecl with honour. Here hitjritmd^ 
Ag> did me a mischief" ProfeaBor Walker, when 
proparing to write his Sketch of the Poet's life, was 
infonneuby au aged inhabitant of IrnnegtbatBnriu'a 
chief delight while there was in discuening leligioiu 
topics, particniarly ia those circles wliich nanal- 
ly gather in a Scotch cbnichyard after serrice.' 
Tlw senior added, that fiiints commonly took da 
high Calvinistic side in such debates ; and amda- 
ded with a boast, that '■ the lad" was indebted to 
himself in a great measure for the gradual adop- 
tion of " more liberal (pinions." It was darinK 
the same period, that the poet was first iiulialed 
in the mysteries of free masonry, " which was,", 
says his brother, " his first introduction to the life 
of a boon companion." He was introdaced to 
St Mary's Lodge of Tarbolton by John Banken> 
a very dissipated man of considraable talents, lo- 
<*hom he afterwards indited a poetical epistle* 
which will be noticed in its place. ( 

. " Rhyme," Boms says, " I had giren «p ;" (<« 
going to Irvine ;) " hot meeting with FergRMm's 
SaMi»h Poems, I strung anew my wildly sonndiDg 
lyie with emnlating rigour." Neither flax-dreas- 
ing nor the tavern could keep him long from his 
proper vocation. But it was probably this acddental 
meetiiw widi Fergnaon, that in a great measura 
^nally determined tJie Seotiiih character of Boms's 
poetry; and indeed, bat for the lastdng sense of 
Uiis obligation, and some natural sympathy with 
the personal misfcKlunes of Fe^^nson's life, it would 
be difficult to account for the very high terma in 
>vhich Bums always mentions his productions. 

Shortly before Bams went to Irvine, he, his 

brotlier Gilbert, and soma aeren or eight yoimg 

men besides, all of the parieb of TarlwltOD, IhkI 

d2 ' 
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formed dieituelves into & woaMv, wkicb ibey c«ll- 
od the Bachelor's Ctnb ; and wtiich met one eren- 
iug in every month for the porpoies of matnal en- 
tertainment and improvement. That their cnpa 
were bnt modestly filled ia evident ; for the mlea 
of the dab did not permit imy member to apcnd 
more ib&a threep«ice at a sitting. A qneation 
was annoimced for diacnsaion at the cloRe of each 
meeting; and at the nest they came prepared t& 
delirer their aentimenta upon the aubject-roetter 
ihna proposed. Bums drew ap the regnlations, 
and evidently was the principal person. He in- 
taminced hu friend Sillar during his stay at 
Irvine, and the meetings appear to have conti- 
nued as long as the family remained in Tarbolton. 
Of the sort of questions diacuBsed, we may form 
OOnie notion from the minnte of one evening, still 
extant in Bwhs'b hand-writing. — Question for 
Hallowsen, (Nov. H,) 1790.—" Suppose tt 
young man, bred a farmer, but wUhout aniffar- 
hau, htu it in his power to marry other eftwo 
women, tJte one a girl of targe jortttne, but neither 
h03tdao)ne in pa-gon, nor a^eeable in eoHvertalion, 
htti who- can manage the household affairs of a 
form vxU enough i the other of them a girl every 
toay agreeable in person, cfmversation, and be^ 
kaeiour, but wifhout any fortune t which of them 
thdU he ehootef Bnrns, as may be gaeaaed, 
took the imprndeat side in this discossiDn. 

" On one aolita^ occuion," aays he, " we re- 
solved to meet at Tsriiolton in July, on the lace- 
aight, and hare a dance in bononr of onr society. 
Accordingly, we did meet, each one with a partner, 
and «pent the evening in such innocence and mer- 
rimenti such cheerFnlness and good hnmour, that 
CTtry brother will long rememb«i it with delight." 
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There can be no Aaaht that Bonn wonld not bare 

Ctromsed tbn lober asiociatian m Iodki nnlMt h« 
d uxperietiCMl a* its smembliei the pleasore of a 
atimnlated minii ; and m little) that to the babit 
at amoghqr hia thoa^its, and expremii^ them in 
BomeiriMt M a fermd riiape, tfans emty cnltiTated, 
ve «n^ to attribute nmcb of tlwt c«nrerBatioi»l 
skill whicb, when be firat mingled with the upper 
irorid, was ^;enerally contidered afl the moat re- 
maitcable of all his penonal accoDipIiehmentSr— 
Bmus'i associates of the Bachelor's Clob, mnsl 
have been yoang men possessed of talents and ac- 
qidrements, otherwise snch minds as his and Gil- 
bert's conld not have persisted in meBsnring them- 
selves against theirs; and we may believe that 
the perimycsl display of the poet's own vi^or and 
iBMrarcet, at these cinb -meetings, and (more fre- 
qoently thHit bis brother approved) at the Free 
Mason Lodges of Irvine and Tarbolton, extended 
hia mral reputation; and, by degress, prepared 
persons not immediately inchided in his own circle, 
for the extraoidinary impresnon which his poetical 
sIGirtB were «re long to crE«te all over " tne Car- 
rich border." 

Mr David Sillar gives an ecconitt of the begin- 
aing of Ins own acqaainlMice with Boms, and in- 
trodnction into this BacbeWs ^ab, which will 
always be read wi^ much interests — " Mr Robert 
Burns was some time in the parisb of Tarbolton 
prior to my acqnaintance wiUi him. His social 
dupoaition easily procured him acquaintance ; but 
a certain satirical seasoning with which he and all 
poetical geniuses are in some degree inflnenced, 
irhile it set the nutic circle in a roar, was not nn- 
MCMnpanied with its kindred attendant, suspiaons 
Aft, I nc«U«ct bearing' bit neigtibowrs observe, 
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be had H gre«t deal to uy for huMcIf, am) that 
tbey sMpwted his [muciplea. He wan the only 
tied ktb- in tbe paiish : and in iIm chnrch, his 
plaid, which waa of a puticular colonr, I think 
fillemot, he wrapped in a particalar manner nmnd 
bia ahoolden. Tbeie BnTmiaea, and hie exterior, 
had such a magnetical infloence on my curiosity, 
aa made me parUcolarly soUdtoua <tf his acquaint- 
ance. Whether my acquaintance with Gilb^ was 
casual or premeditated, I am not now certain. 
By him 1 waa in&odnced, not only to hia brotho-, 
hat to the wh<de of that family, where, in a »han 
tjme, I became a frequent, and I beliere, not nn- 
welcome viutaat. After the commencement of 
my acquaintance with the bard, we frequently met 
npon Sundays at charch, when, between sermons, 
instead of going with oar friends or lasses to the 
inn, we often took a walk in the fields. In these 
walks, 1 have frequently been struck with bis faci- 
lity in addressing the ^r sex ; and many times,' 
when I have been baahfnily anxious faow to express 
myaelf, be would have entered into converution 
with them with the greatest ease and freedom; 
and it was generally a death>blow to our ccmversft- 
don, however agreeable, to meet a female acquaint- 
ants. Some of the few oppwtunities of a noon' 
tide walk that a country Ufe allows her lab<niouB 
BiMia, be aptxtt on tbe banks of tbe rir«', or in the 
woods, in the neighbourhood of Stwr, a sitnatitu 
pecaliarly adapted to the genius of a rural bard. 
Some book (generally one of those mentioned in 
his letter to Mr Moniocb) he always carried and 
read, when not otherwise employed. It waa like- 
wise bis custom to read at table. In one <tf my 
visile to Lochlea, in time of s sowen auppar, he 
was so intent on leadmg, I thiuk Tristism Shaodyr 
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tfaM iia spoon Iklliiig ont of hia hand, mada him 
exdvm, in a tone scarcely itnitable, ■ Aim, poor 
Yorick !' Sndi wu Barns, and inch war« hi* 
nasodates, when, in May 1781, 1 wu admitted a 
member of the BachelOTs CluW—LtUer to Mr 
Aiien of Ayr, in Xorritou'i Burnt, yA. ii. pp. 
8S7-26a 

"Die misfortnoea of WilliBin Bnmes thickened 
t^Mice, u has already been seoi, and were v^ 
proMhing their criais at the time when Robwt 
oune bome from Us flax-dressing experiment at 
Irvine. The good old man died soon aft^ ; and 
among othe; erils which .he thus escaped, yna an 
affliction that would, in his eyes, bave been Kvtm. 
Hie poet had not, as fae confesses, come nucath- 
ed ont of the society of these perswis of " liberal 
opimoDs" with whom he consorted in Irrine ; and 
be expressly attribntes to their lesaom, the scrape 
into which be fell soon after " he pnt his band to 
jdone^ again." He was compelled, according ts 
the ^en all bnt nniveml caetma of mnt puisbet 
in Scotland, to do penance in dimvfa, befbie Ae 
congregation, in consequence of the birth of an iUe- 
gitimate child ; and whatever may be tbonght of 
the propriety of ench exhibitions, Uiere can be no 
difference of opinion as to the culpable levity with 
wUch he dewnbee the nature of hU o&nce, 
and the stiU more reprehensible bitterness widi 
wfaieli, in hia Epistle to Ranken,* he inveighs 

* Tb«n ii much faooiMt In ume of theTam; u, 
" 'Twu ae nif^t Ulcly, in m; tan, 
I gKd a roving wi' iiiy gun, 
Ad' brought a paitiick to ihe grun', 

A bonnie hen. 
And, at the twOigbt araa b^un, - . - ' 

Tboagfat naiK wad ktn," &c 
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■gaiiMt tbe deigyinan, who. in rebnkb^ him', only 
{MrfiHiiKct what waa then a regalar part of the cleri< 
cal dnty> and a part of it that could never bara 
been at all agreeable to the worthy man whom be 
aatirizea under the appellation of " Daddie Anld." 
2%e Poet's Weleome to cm Ilieffititnaie CMd 
waa composed on the same occaaioD — a piec£ in 
which some very manly feelings are expreaaed^ 
along with otliera which it can giro no one plei^ 
Bare to contemplate. Tiiere ia a s<mg in bonouT trf 
the aame occaaion, or a similar oneaboat tbe atune 
period. The mntit^ Dog the Daddie o't, — ^which 
ezfaibita tbe poet as gloryii^, and only glmying in 
his ahame. 

. When I consider his tender affection fm the 
■arriving members of hia own family, and tbe re- 
verence with which he erer regarded Uie memory 
of die father whom he had eo recently bm^, I 
cannot beliere that Bnms haa ttun^bt fit to reciml 
in verse all tbe feelings which thu expoanre ex* 
cited in hia boewn. " To wave (in Iub own lan< 
gnage) die qunntam of tbe sin," he who, two yean 
afterwards, wrote tbe Cottar's Saturday Nig}U,\uA 
not, we may be snre, hardened hia bean to tbe 
thought of bring^g additional aorrow and unex- 
pected shame to tbe fireside of a widowed mother. 
But bis hlse pride recoiled from letting his jovial 
asBodatea guess bow little he waa able to drown 
tbe whispers of the ttill small voice ; and the fer- 
mentmg bitterness of a mind ill at ease within it- 
self, escaped (aa may be too often traced in the 
history of satirista) in tbe shape of angry sarcasma 
a^iinst others, who, whatever their private errors 
night be, had at least done him no wrong. 
It is imposaible not to amile »t one item of con- 
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•olatioD wbich Bnms propoaes to himself on tbie 



This ia indeed b Bingukr manifestation of " thft 
test m6nnit7 of noblo minds." 



CHAPTER III. 

'■ Tha Mir that rnlaa mj lackUM lo 

— — nuwt oMt, 

[DTtuDe to the gnv 

But In nquli, 
rl> a ian<Mi diat 
O' oouDtiy wlt.~ 

Thkee montlw before the death of William 
Barnes, Robert and Gilbert took the form of Mosa- 
giel,* in the neighbonring parish of MancUine, 
with the view of proridiug a shelter for their pa- 
rents in the storm, which they had seen gmdoelly 
thickenLog, and knew must soon hunt ; and to this 
place the whole &mily removed on William's 
death. " It wae stocked bj the property and in- 
dividual savings of the whole family, (rays Gilbert,) 
and was a joint concern among ns. Every mein> 
ber of the family was allowed ordinary wwea for 
the labour he performed on die farm. My bro- 
ker's allowance and mine was L.7 per annniii 
each. And during the whole time this ftunily con- 
cern lasted, which was fbnr years, as well as du- 
ring the preceding period at Lochlea, Robert's ex- 
penses never, in any one year, exceeded his slen- 
der income." 

" I entered on this fonn,*'sayB the poet.f " with 
a fiill resolntion, eotae, go, I wiB be tmte. I read 
bnning hooka, I calculated crops, I attended mar- 

* The faim coDiiitad of 119 acm, utd tbe not w«* 
L.90L 
t Letter to Dr Mmm. 
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Inta; nd, in short, in B[nt« (rf the datil, and Me 
morld, and theJUgh, I believe I should hare be«ii 
'. k wise man ; bat the 6rst year, from unfortunately 
haying bsd seed, the secendifroia a late harrcM, we 
laet half onr crops. This orenet all my wisdon, 
Kt&\ntoao»A,ii3ielliedogtohisfnmiit,andlhetoio 
Aat tOM washed to her teaUowing in tke mire." 
■ « At the time tliat om- poet took tlie reeolnticH] 
t£ becoming tmae, lie prociired," sap Gilbert, " a 
bttlebook of blank paper, with the purpose, expFeia- 
ed on the Snt page, of makkig Guming memoraB- 
dnnn. These ybnmn^ memorandums are cnrions 
enough" Gilbmt slyly adds, *• and a specimen may 
gratify the nader."— ^pedmena accordingly he 

" O why dte dMMS ibonld I repine. 
And be an ill foieboder ? 

I'm tirenty.thne, aad flve-fbot ninef— 

I'D go sad be a sodget," ftc. 
** O leste DOTelli, ye M&uchUne bellfi, 
¥■«•« saftr ttt yont spinning wlieel j 
Such witdiing boob kie bolted hodn 
For nkiih rooki— Ilka Sob Mon^eL 
Your fine Tom Jane* and GnndSooa, 
They make your youthful fimciei led, 
Tbey beu joui veins, and fire youi toiini. 
And then ye'n piey fin Rob Mos^iel," &e. Ac 

The fimr years daring iriiidi Burns resided <hi 
Aia cold and tmgratefnt farm tA MoA^el, were 
die moet important of his life. It was then that 
big genma developed its hi^est energies ; on the 
wwks prodneed in diese years hia fiwne was firat 
ectalAuied, and mint erer continue nunnly to rest : 
it was dwn also that his peraonil character came 
ont in all its brightest lights, and in all hut its 
darkest shadows ; and indeed from tfae eonnuence- 
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nMnt of this period, tbe h!>toiy of tlie bmum^' 

be traced, atqi by step, in hi» own immortal wri- 

. Bama now begtm to know that native had 
meant bun fat a poet ; and diligently, thongb aa 
yet in aecret, he fadwnred in what he felt to be iam 
destjned rocation. Gilbert continned for some 
time to be his chief, often indeed his only confi- 
dent ; end anything mote intereating and ddi^t< 
fol than this excellent man's accoimt of the manner 
u which the poems included in the fiist of big bnH 
tber's poblicationa were compoaed, b certainly not 
to be fonnd in the aimala of literary lustory. 
' The reader has abeady seen, that long befbn 
the earliest of them was known beyond the domea? 
tic circle, the atrenslh of Bnms's nnderstanding, 
and the keenness of liU wit, aa displayed in bis or- 
dinary conrersatton, and more particnlarly at ma- 
aonic meetings and debating dobs, (of which be 
formed one in Mauchline, on the Tarbolton model, 
immediately on hia removal to Mossgiel,) had 
made hia name known to lome cooMdeiable extent 
in the country about Tarboltcm, Mauchline, and 
Irvine ; and this prepared the way for hia poeUy. 
Profeeaor Walker gives an anecdote on this bead, 
which must not be omitted. Hnma already nnm- 
bered several clei^men among his actjnaintancefl : 
indeed, we know irom himself, dot at tins period 
be was not a little flattened, and justly so, no 
qaeation, with being permitted to mii^ occanmi- 
^y in their society.* One of these gentlemen 
tdd the Professor, that after entering on the cleri- 
cal profession, he had rmeatedly met Bums in 
ffompaay, " where," said be, "the acnteoeas and 

■ tetter to Dr Moore, Mt iirifta. 
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•r^iaidity tliaplaiyed by him, the depth of Ua du- 
cenunent, the force of bii expressions, and the an- 
■^thoritatire ener^ of bis understanding, had crea- 
ted a Muse of )us power, of the extent of which I 
was anconacious, till it was revealed to me hy ac- 
^dent. On the occasion of mj second appearance 
in the pulpit, I came with an assnretl and tranqnil 
aoiadi and though a few persons of edncation were 
present, advanced some length in the aerrice with 
waf confidence and self-possession unimpaired ; 
Jint when I saw Bums, who was of a different 
paiisfa, unexpectedly enter the chorch, I was af- 
fected with a tremor and embarrsssment, which 
Boddenly apprised me of the impression which my 
mind, unknown to itself, bad previonsly recmred. ' 
The ' IVofessor adds, that tne peFs<Ri who had 
thus unconsciously been measuring the stature of 
the intdlectnal giant, was not only a man of good 
talents and education, hut " remarkable for a mora 
than ordinary portion of constitutional finnness."* 
Every Scotch peasant who loakes any preten< 
uon to ondentiukding, is a theological critic — at 
least such wot the case— and Boms, no doubt, had 
ItNtg ere thia time distins;uished himself consider- 
ably among those hard-headed groups that may 
nawlly be seen gathered together in the church- 
yard after the sermon is over. It may be guessed 
that from the time of his residence at Irving, bis 
atricturea were too often delivered in no reverend 
rein. " Polemical divinity," says he to Dr Moore, 
in 1787, " about this lime, was patting the coun- 
try half mad, and I, ambitions of sfaimng in con- 
vetsation-parUes on Sundays, at ftuwrals, 8tc. used 
to puzzle Calvinism with so much heat and indk- 

■ Life pteS«d to ninriKHi'i Bun*, p. iS. - 
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cretion, that I nuted a hwi-uid-cry «rf ^""'"t 
■gwiut me, whicb has not ceMed to ihi* hour, 
Tbere are tome plun sllnsioiis to this matter iAK 
Mr David Sillar'a letter, already quoted, and a snp- 
Tiring friend toM Allan Cunnin^iam, the other 
day, " that be first saw Burns oo iJie afternoon of 
tbe Monday of a Manchline Sacrament, loonging 
on hwaeback at tbe door of a pnblic honM, hold- 
ing ianh on religiooB tflfno to a whole onwd of 
country people, who presently became so mwih ' 
shocked witk hia levities, that they &irly hisasd 



To imdeietand Bnnu's situatioa tt tfai* time, at 
mce pBtronized by a number of cleiffymen, and 
attoaded with " a hue-and- cry of heresy," we must 
mnnnber bis own words, " that polemical cfivmity 
was putting tbe country half mad." Of both th« 
two partiM which, ever since the revcdutirai of 
1686, have pretty equally divided tbe Church of 
Scotland, it so I^pened that scHue of tbe meet 
cealons .and conspicuous leaders and partlnna 
were thus oj^MMed to each other, in coflstaut war- 
fare, in this particular district; and th^ fend* 
being of coniw taken up among their congregadona, 
and spleen and prejudice atwt^, even more fari- 
ously in the cottage than in lie manse, be who, to 
the annoyance of tbe one set of belligerents, could 
talk like Bums, might count pretty aniely, with 
. wbateTer alloy his wit happened to be mingled, 
in whatever slwpe the precioos '■ circulating nm- 
dinm" might be caet, on tbe applause and counte- 
uance of the enemy. And it is needless to add, 
they were tbe less scrupulons sect of the two that 
enjoyed die co-i^ration, each as it was Umh, jwd 
far more important, as in tbe sequel it came to be, 
of om- pget. 
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, William Biiiiiea,M we have iilrewly ttea, thoagh 
a most exemplary and devout man, entertained 
* opiniona very difierent from thoae vriiicb common' 
ly obtained among the rigid Cslvinista of iaa dU- 
bict. The worthy and pions old man himself 
therefore, had not improbably infiued into bim 
■ou'a mind its first phijndice againt these penons ; 
tboDgh, had be lived to wi^ew the manner in which 
Robert availed tbem, there can be no donbt hia 
fiMTow would have equalled their anger. The jo- 
vial Hpirits with whom Bnms aaaociated at Irvine, 
and ^terwarda, were of course habitual deridera 
oi the manners, aa well aa the tenets of the 

- ■< Onhodox, orthodox, vha twliere in John Knox." 

We have already observed the effect of the young 
poet's own first collision with the ruling powers of 
preebyterian discipline ; hut it was in the very act 
of settling at Mossgiel that Bnms formed the con- 
nexion, which, more than any circumstance be- 
udes, influenced him as to the matter now in 
^estion. The farm belonged to the estate .of the 
Harl of Zjondoun, but the brothers held it on a 
snb-lease from Mr Gavin Hamilton, writer (t, e. 
attorney) in Manchline, a man, by every account, 
of engaging manners, open, kind, generous, and 
hi^t-«pirit«d, between whom and Robert Bnnia, 
in ^ite of considerable inequality of condition, a 
close and btimate friendship was ere long formed. 
Just about this time it happened that Hamilton 
was Bt open fend with Mr Auld, the minister of 
Manchline, (the same who bad already r^uAed 
the poet,) and the rulmg elders of the parish, in 
consequence of certfun iiregolarities in his personal 
conduct and deportment, which, according to the 
aaiiftl strict notions of lurk discipline, werg consi- 
e2 



dered BB ^riy demaiiding tbe ri^rons interTereiiM 
•r tbese anthorities. Tiib notice of this peraon; 
big omi lBndl<»d, and, as it would seem, one of die 
principal inhabitants of tbe village of Mancbline at 
the time, mnst, of comae, bave been very flatter- 
ing to onr polemical young farmer. He espoused 
Gavin Hamilton'a quarrel wannly. Hamilton 
was natarally enough disposed to mix np bis per- 
acniBl afiair with the standing controveraiea where- 
on Anld wBB at ntrianu with a ]bi^ and power' 
fill body of bis brother clergymen ; and by degrees 
Mr Hamilton's ardent proiegi came to be at re-< 
hemendy interested in the chnrcb politics of *tJ 
ibire, as he could have been in politics of another 
order, had he happened to be a freeman of some 
open boroogb, end bis patron a candidate, for the 
hononr of representing it in St Stephen's. 

Mr Cromek has been severely criticised for soma 
details of Mr Gavin Hamilton's dissensions with 
his parish minister;* bat perhaps it might bavA 
been well to timitthe censure to tbe tone and spi- 
rit of tbe naiTatiye,f since there is no donbt that 
dieee petty Bqnabbles had a larm share in direct- 
ing the early energies of Bums s poetical talents; 
Even in the west of Scotland, such matters woijd 
hardly exdte much notice now-«-days, but they 
were quite enough to produce a world of vexation 
and controversy forty years ago ; and tbe English 
reader to whom all such details are denied, wiH 
certainly never be able to comprehend either the 
merits or the demerits of many of Buras's most re- 
markable productions. Since I have touched on 
this matter at all, I may as well add, that HamiU 
ton's fomily, though professedly adhering (as, fir- 



ROBERT BUUNS. 59 

riMd,if titef were to beCkvtiaiia st all in tUt 
dnldot, tiiey nnwt meds bsve dime) to die Prea- 
bytcrat EstablidanMit, had always lain midsr 
■ Btnug atwpiaoa at Hpiitoopaltanum. Gann's 
^nm^bAtr uui twen curate of Klriowwatd's in the 
tnmbled lince that preceded the RemlntioD, ntf 
incurred great and Iwtiiig 'popular hatred, in eetb- 
'■ecpKUce of being snppoMd to have had a princi- 
pal hand in twinging a thousand of iAe HigkUiml 
io$t into that re^n in 1677-8. The iltBtrict waa 
«onniMBly said not to hare endrel; recorered (Ii£ 
cfiects of that savage riititation in less than a haor 
:dre4 years ; and the descKidants and repreeenta- 
tiyee of the CoTenaateiB, whom the cimte of Kiik- 
oowsld's bad Um repntatioa at least of persecnting, 
were coinmBi^ rai^MMed to rMsrd with anytUng 
nlher dian rM^ good-will, nia grandsmi, the 
witty writer of ll^nchline. A well^nniaed prejm- 
^ice of this kind waa likely enongh to he met hy 
cMinter-apleen, and such aeens to have hcen w 
tivth of tAe c«ae. The lapse of another generatioR 
Jns aid&ced to. wipe oat erery trace of feuds, that 
woe Btill alnmdanUy diseemible, in liK days 
when Aynfaize first b^jiB to nog with the eqnoil j 
sntoM ^>]danBe and Titupastion ofr— 
" Pom Bohm, 
And bis pricst-skdiHBg tnmi." 
It is impossible to look back now to the civil 
war, wluch then raged among the chnrchnMm of 
die west of Scodond, witbont confeasmg, that on 
either nde tWe was mnch to tegret, and not a 
Ktde to blame. Frond and hangnty i^nrita were 
tmfotnnately opposed to each other ; and in the 
mperabnnduit display of zeal as to doctrinal pmsts, 
BMther party seems to hare mingled mnch of the 
Purity of too Cbmtiaa tea^ir. The whole exbi- 



bitioB WW iKcMt iiiilo*eIy->-llie •pectacle of mmIi 
indecent riolence mioiig tbe leadii^ EcdenaatKi 
of the Strict, acted moat aii6iT0iit«bIr on vaaj 
men'i miiidB— vid no c«e can doubt, Out in tm 
at beat nnsettled state of Robert Burna's fmnci- 
ples, the nnhtppy effect mut hare been povrofnl 
indeed aa to him. 

Mscgill and Dahymple, the two ministers of 
the town of Ayr, had long been snipected of tat- 
tertaining heterodox opinions on several pointa, 
particularly the doctrine of original sin, and em 
of the Tiinity ; and the fonner at length pabliabMl 
an Essay, which was considered as demanduig th« 
notice of the Church-coorta, More than a year wh 
spent in the disenssibns whidi sroae out of tbia-; 
and at last Dr Macgill was &in to acknowledm 
his errors, and promise that he wonld take an ean^ 
opportunity of apolt^izing for them to his own 
congregation from the pnlpit — which promise, bow- 
erer, be nerer performed. The genUy of tba 
conntrv took, for the moat part, the side of Mae- 
gill, who was a man of cold nnpopolar mannOTS, 
hut of nnreproached moral charact^, and poosoii 
ed of some accon^lishments, thon^ c^iainly not 
of distinguished talents. The boUc of the Iowct 
orders espoused, with far niore fervid zeal, the 
cause of those who co^dncted the proaecation 
against this erring doctor. Garin HamiltUi, and 
all persons of his stamp, were of coarse on tb« 
side of Macgill — Anid, and the Manchliae elders, 
with his enemies. Mr Robert Aiken, a writer ia 
Ayr, a loan of remarkable talents, particularly ia 
public speaking, bad the principal management of 
.Macg^U s cause before the Preabytery, and, J be< 
-lieve, also before die Synod. He was an intimate 
/lieud of Hamiltoq, wi Huw^h Jiim had aboW 
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&Bn time fbrroed an BcqtUHCtanee, wlridi scMm ri- 
pened into a wann fiiendahip, with BmnH. Bvna, 
therefore) wis iroiD the b^inning a zealoiu, aa in 
the end be was perb^ tie roost efective parti- 
nn, of the ilde on which Aiken had staked so 
nmdi of hia ropntation. Macgill, Dalrymple, aai 
their brethren, raipected, with man or lest jnetiee, 
tt leaning to heterodox opiniona, ara du Mw 
l^fa paiton «f hiB eariieet satires. 

HM prominent anti^nists of diese men, and 
dwMs dmnpiMM of tbe Avid Light, in Ayrshire, 
it mmt now be admitted on all bands, presented, 
m many particolars of personal condnct and de- 
meuuKir, Bi broad a mark as ever tempted tin 
shafts of a satirist. These men prided tbemselTea 
on bdng the legitimate and nnd^nerate descend- 
ants md repr we ntatires of tbe hangbty Poritans, 
who chieflf condncted the ovwthrow of Popery in 
BcotlHid, and who mled for a timp, and wonld 
hia bare CMitiniied to rale, over both king and 
pet^le, with a more tyrannical dominion tban ever 
tiie CMholie prieethoml itself had been able to ex- 
eKne amidst diat high-spirited nation. With tbe 
boirors of the Papal system for erer in tJieir 
nmalhs, these men were in htX as bigoted monks, 
and ^most as relentless inqaisitors in their hearts, 
ias ever wan cowl and cord — anstere and nngn^ 
rioW ttf aspect, coaree end repolsire of address 
snd raannem-— very I^uieees as to the lesser mat* 
lers of die law, and many of them, to all oatward 
appearance at least, orerflowing with pbarisuod 
selif-caaceit, as well as monastic bile. That ad- 
mirable qnaKtles lay concealed noder tfaii ungainly 
ext«nw, and mingled with and dwdced the wont 
nf dwae gloomy passimiB, no candid man will per^ 
wit ManMetf ta doubt m SMpect for a moment ; and 
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that Bnnu bu groaaly oren^iBrged hia portnuU of 
them, deepening ahaaowB that were of tbemwlrw 
antficiently AaA, and exdudi:^ sltt^^etlm thatt 
brighter, and perhaps softer, tr^te of character, 
which redeemed the originals within the-symp*-. 
thies of many of the worthiest and beat erf' meB, 
seems eqnally clear. Their bitterest enemies dared 
not at least to bring aguost them, even wboi tba 
fend was at ita height of f^Tour, cbai^^ of tlwt 
hnnoas sort, which tliey feariessly, and I few jwtly, 
preferred agiunst their antagonists. No one evw 
accused them of signing the Armeies, adminiatoing 
the sanunents, and eating the bread of a Chnrcls 
whose fandamental doctrines they disbelieved, wi^ 
by insinnetioD at least, disavow^. 

The law of Chnrcb-patronage waa anothet mtb- 
ject on which confroTcny ran hig^ and fnrioaa in 
the district at the same paiod ; the actual condi- 
tion of thinn oa this head being ;iq)l)eld by all the 
men of the New Li^t, and condemned as equally 
at variance with the precepts of the go^>el, and 
the rights of freemen, by not a few of the other 
party, and, inparticnlar, by certain conspicwm 
zealots in the immediate neigbbourbood of Buina. 
While this warfare raged, there brc^e ont »a in- 
teatine discord within the camp of the bxtiaa 
which he lored not. Two of the foremost ieadera 
of the Anld Light party quarrelled about a qnes- 
tioD of parish-boandBries ; the matter was taken up 
in the Presbytery of Kilmarnock, and there, in tM 
open conrt, to which the annonncement (rf the dia- 
cnssicm had drawn a mnltitade of the countty peo* 
pie, and Bnras among the rest, the rererend di- 
vines, hitherto awoni friends and aaaoeiates, lost all 
command of temper, and aboaed each othv uaiiwi 
pt^tUo, with a fiwy vmlepoe ef pnaontl iarMtirt^ 
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mufa u htis long been banitlied from alt popular 
aMembliea,' vherein the laws of cotuteey are en- 
fiirced by tho«e of a certain nnwritten code. 
' " Tbe first of my poetic ofispring th&t saw tbe 
lif^" aaya Bnmi, '■ was a buTlesque lamentation 
«B a quarrel between two rererend Calviniata, both 
of them dramatU persons in my Holy Pair. I 
liad m notion myseif, that tbe piece hftd some me- 
lit ; bat to prevent the worat, I gave a copy of it 
to R friend who waa very fond of sncb things, and 
tM him that I conid not gness who was the an- 
Ihor of it, bnt that I thought it pretty clever, Wid) 
m certain deacnption of the clergy, as well as laity, 
it met with a roar ofajmlaiue." 

This vnk The Holy Tvihcie, or Twa Herdt, a 
• pc c e not given either by Currie or Gilbert Bums, 
though printed witiiont scmpla by the Rev. Ha- 
nuhon Paul, and certainly omitted, for no very in- 
-t^igible reasdn, in editions where The Hol^ Fair, 
THe Ordination, Sjc. found admittance. Tbe two 
herdt, or pastors, were Mr Moodie, minister of 
'Rieeaitom], and that Ikvonrite victim ni Bnnw's, 
John Russell, then minister at Kilmarnock, and 
afterwards of Stirling. 

- '.«< FVom tins time," Bnros says, " I began to be 
known in the country as a maker of rhymes. . . . ; 
Hol^ WHUe'tPraytrnesX made its appearance, and 
-alanned the kirk-session so much, thst tbey held 
several meetings to look over their spiritual artil- 
lery, and see if any of it might be pointed against 
probae liiymers"— — : and to a place among pro~ 
Cum rhymers, the author <rf this terrible infliction 
h»d nnqnestionably established bis ri^t. Sir Wal- 
ter Scott speaks oT it aa " a piece of satire more 
exquisitely severe tbui any which Bums ever after' 
wards wrol«*lmt ufiftrtunately cast in a form too 



dirii^lly pnkM t» be recatred iaUt Bt GtufWs 
eollectum."* Buibb'b lerarend edhw, Mr Pb«1| 
ii«Terthel«fla jwoaenU Haty WiBit'i Prt^ at ImQ 
length ; and eren callg on the friende of religioa to 
bless the memory of the poet who took aatli ■ 'jai- 
didouB method of " leadtug tJw liberal mind to » 
radoiial view of dM nature of prayer." 

<■ This," aays that Udd commentator, "wm not 
onljr the prftyu* of Holy Willie, bal it is mereljr 
die metrical venion of every prayer that k offered 
op by those who ed theinael«e« the pore rd^orai* 
ed church of Scotland. In the txnirae of hia nad- 
ing and pdemical warfare, Bann uabraeed and 
defended the opinions of Taylor og Norwidi, Ma&- 
f^ll, and that school of Dirinee. He oonld not re- 
fxminle his mind to that pictnie of tbeBei^T wiMke 
very caMnce ia lore, which u drawn by the bi^ 
Calrinisti or the representai^Tea of the CovenaD^ 
srs— namely, that ne ia diapoaed to giant aalr^ 
tiontononebntafewof theireeci; thatthewfcide 
Pagan world, the disdptes of Mahomet) the BMnan 
Caibolies, the LtttbOrana, and eren the Cidniuata 
iriw differ from them in G«nain teneta, mosl^ like 
EcKBh, Dadion and Alnram, descend to the [Ht gf 
'perdition, man, woman, and d^ withoat the po»- 
sibility of eacape ; bnt ancfa are the identioel dotf- 
tiinea of the Camermnans of the preeent db^, and 
anch was Holy Willie's style of payer. The byw 
pocrisy and diuioneaty of the man, who waa at toe 
time a reputed Saiai, were peroeiTed by the di»> 
«armng penetration of Bnras, and to t^xm tiem 
/u oontidered Am dutg. The tortile view (rf this 
Deity exhil»ted in that able production is preemljr 
the same new which is given of Inm, in difewtt 

■ QaHterlr Botinr, No. L p. n. 



worda, by nuuty det««t prcs^en at- pMrat 
^Tbey IdcoIou^ Omt the pvateat tvutet u tke gnat- 
«»t &TO([rit« of bwren—thtit k rafonaed hawd u 
mwe acceptable to the Almigiity than a pare vir* 
gin, who bae hardly ever tnuugresaed eren in 
tbov^^it — that die lost ahe^ aioae will be nred, 
and that the uinety-and-4iine ont of the handmd 
will be left in the wildeness, Ut penah withoat 
■nefcy— that the Sanow of the world lores tfae 
elect, not fiwn anv lovely qnalities which theypos- 
■ess, for they are naiefid in hii ^^ !>■>* ' ^ loraa 
^u fcecam e be loves them.' Soch are die aen- 
tiimatts wluch an breathed by dtaa» who are de* 
jUHnioatad High Calviaistat sad ban wbkh the 
a««] of a poet who Wee manldnd, aad iriib has not 
aUuUed tas ^*b»> in all ita bearings, recoils with 
bofntr. , . . The gjoonn fiabidding r^meentatioB 
■vbi^ tbey g^re <rf ^ Supreme Bung, has a tea* 
dwey topradBoa insanity, and lead to ■aiGide.''-M. 
Lifo ^Bttmtt pp. 40—41. 

Tba ReveMod Hamilton Panl nay ba oonndn- 
ed ae esprMaiBg in the aborc^ and in other passa- 
ges of a amilar t«idency,tbe sentiments with iriiich 
«*wi the moat andaciovsof Bntna's and-cslnnistie 
ntnee were nerved among (he Ayrshire dinnea 
«f the New Light; that p^orawaces so blaspbe- 
nen iboald biTe ben, not oaly pardoned, bat 
iqiplanded by ministaa of iwHe^on, is a unnlar dr- 
fiiunatanee, which may go Cv to make toe laad^ 
conMuebead die exaf^etated state of party feeling 
in Bunu's nadre comity, at the period when he 
fint ifpealed t» the pnbHo ear: nor is it Ur to 
pnoonnoe sentence upon the yonng sad recldeas 
fatuis^ withoab taking into esnsidttatiim the ^ 
deniaUa fiirt— that m his went ofiences of this 
Und, he was enconraged and abetted by those, 



whc^ to My nothiiig nor* sbont th^ profedricmal 
diinict«r ftnd authority, were almost the only per- 
■oae of liberal education wbo«e society he had any 
opportnnity of approacbing at the period in qsei- 
^n. Had Bnms received, at this time, from hia 
clerical friendB and patrons, ancb advice as waa 
tendered, wbeu rather too late, by a layman who 
was as far from bigotry on religions mbjects ai any 
man in the world, thia great geaias might bttre 
made his first approaches to the public nMice ia a 
very difierent cbaracter, 

- " Let yoor bright talents," — (thus wrote tbe eX' 
cellent John R&msay of Ochtertyre, in October 
1787,) — » Let those bright talents which the Al- 
mig^y has bestowed on yon, be hencefortti em- 
ployed to the noble pnrpose of supporting tbe cause 
of bnth and Tirtoe. An imagination so varied and 
fiifdble as yonra, may do this in many dtSierent 
modes ; nor is it neceerary to be always serious, 
which yon have been to good pnipoee ; good mo- ' 
lals may be' recommended in a comedy, or evm in 
a song. Great allowancfls are due to the heat and 
aneiperience of youth ; — and few poets can boast, 
like Thomson, of never havingwritteaaliite,whid), 
dyingi they would wish to blot. In particnlar, I 
wish you to keep clear of th« thorny walks of air- 
tire, which makes a man an hundred enemies for 
one friend, and is doubly dangerana Trben one is 
supposed, to ext£»d the slips and weakneeees ot in- 
dividuak to their sect or party. About modes of 
Adtfa, eerious and excellent men have always dif- 
fered; and diere.are certain cnrioBs questions, 
which may aflwd scope to, men of metaphyaical 
ieads, but seldom mend tba iMrt or temper. 
■Whilst tiieae pirints are be^^dd bwHan ken, it is 
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mffi^est that til our- *ecta caociir in their viewa ' 
(^ pionla. Yon will fo^re me for these hints." , 
Ftiw snch hictB, it is l^dy, ever reached his ear» 
in the days when they might have been most ate> 
fnl^-days of which the principal honours and ^n- 
tinctions are thus allndeil to by bimtelf >— 

" I've bttO at drankcn'wtiten' feuti ; ' 

Kaj, bea biteb-fou 'auog godlj piieMi." > 

It is amasiiig to obeeive bow soon even really 
Bacolic bards learn the tricksof their trade : Bums 
knew already what lustre a compliment rains ftvm 
bein^ set in sarcasm, when he made Wime call for 
special notice to 

^— " Okun Hamlltoa'a deurti, 

He drinks, and svon, aod pUyi U caiU ; , 

Vet has sae uuiny takin' artti 

Wi> great and nna', 

FtM Ood's sin pOem the p«a(^'a bearU 

He BtMli awa," Slu. 

Nor is his other patron, Aiken, introduced widi 
inferior skill, as baring; merited Willie's most fer- 
vent execration by his " glib-tongued" defence of 
the heterodox doctor of Ayr : 

" Lord I visit them who did employ him. 
And for ihy people's sake destroy 'em." 

BuruB owed a compliment, to tbia ge&tlenun'a 
elocalioaaiy taleats. " I nerer. knew theie was 
any merit in my poems," said he, " until Mr Aiken 
read Ihem into repute." 

Encouraged by the " roar of applause" which 
greeted these pieces, thus oraJly promnlgated and 
recommended, he produced in succession rariona 
tatirei wherein the same set of persons were Issheil ; 
as I7te Ordination s 77te Kirk't Alarm, &c &c ; 
and last, and best undoubtedly) The Ho^ Fmr, 
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taoaed, satire keeps its own place, and is ndMerri-i 
ent to the poetry of Brniu. Hiu was, indeed, an 
extraiHdiiiuy performance ; nopartizanof anyaect 
eoold whisper that malice bad formed its principal 
iospirati^, or that ila chief stMction by in the 
boldness with which iudiridnids, entitled and ac- 
cnslomed.to reapect, were held up to ridicule : it 
was acknowledged amidst the Btonwst mutterinits 
of wrath, that national mannen were once mw« in 
the bonds of a national poet ; and herdly denied by 
those who shook their heads the most gnvely 
Aver ihe indiscretions of particular passages, or 
ev^ by those who justly regretted a too premil- 
ing tone of levity in the treatment of a enUect e»- 
sen^ly solemn, that the Mnse of Christ's Kirk on 
the Green bad awakened, aftra the slumber of ages, 
with all tbe vigovr «f her rani ywA abent her, in 
" tbe anld cW bigpn" of MoBi^;iel. 

7^ JSb^i'atr, however, created admiration, not 
snipriae, among the circle of domestic friends who 
bad been admitted to watch the steps of his pro- 
gress in an art of which, beyond that drde, Ultla 
or nothing waa heard nntil the yoothful poet pro- 
duced at length a satirical master-piece. It is not 
possible to reconcile the statements of Gilbert and 
others, as to seme of tbe minntite of tbe cbronolo- 
^cal history (tfBums'sprevious performances; bnt 
ibtm can be no doubt, that although from choice 
or accident, his first proviocial fame was tbat of a 
Batirist, he had, some time before any of bis pbilip> 
)Hcs on the Anld Light divines made th«r appear- 
ance, exhibited to those who enjoyed his person^ 
confidence, a range of imaginative power hardly 
inferior to what tbe Hafy Fair itself diaplsy* ; and, 
at least, such a rapidly improving skill in poetical 
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tengutfe tad TierrifieatMn, m nmt hare frnpued 
tbrai for witDesMog, wtthont wooder, eren ttte moat 
prafect Bpecinieiii of hia art. 

Gilbert eays, that " among fie earliat of hi* 
poems," was the Spistk to JMwie, (u e. Mr D». 
vid Sillsr,) and Mr Walker beUevea that ^ wia 
mitten rery soon after the death of William Bome*. 
This piece is in the very intricate and difficnlt mea- 
■nre of the Cheny and the Slae ; and, on the whc^ 
de poet moves with ease aud grace in his very nn- 
necessary trammels ; but yeung poets are careless 
beforebuid of difficnlties which wonld startle the 
experienced ; and great poets may orercome any 
difficnlties if tJiey once grapple with tliem ; so that 
I ebonld radier gronnd my dietnut of Gilberts 
atat«nent, if it must be literally taken, on the oe- 
lebntion of Jean, with which the epistle tenni- 
nates : and, after all, she is celebrated in the con- 
cluding stanzas, which may have been added some 
time after the first dranght. The gloomy, circnm- 
stanees of the poet's personal condition, as described 
in thu piece, wcs« common, it cannot be doubted, 
to all the yean of Lis yondifnl history ; so that 
no particular date is to be founded upon diese ; 
and if this was the first, certainty it was not the hat 
occaairaii on which Bums exerused his lancy in ^ 
colouring of the very worst issue that could attend 
a Hfe of unsuccessful t<nl. But Gilbert's recollec- 
tions, however on trivial ptrints- iaaccurate, wiH. 
always be mofo interestiiig than anything that 
conld be pnt in their place. 

<* Robwt," says he, " often composed without any 
regular plan. When anything made a strong im- 
pression on his mind, so as to rouse it to poetic 
exertion, he would give way to tlie impnise, and 
embody tlie thought in iltyme. If be hit m two 
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liunk of ptuper udrotfawtocy, oanaatiiMg, wd o 
clnding atansas ; hcaee tbe middle <rf a poan mM 
xAen fint prodmd. It wu, I think, in Miinaa«r 
1781, viea in tlie iMemd of iMirder Ubonr, be 
and I irere weedii^ in the garden, (Jtail-yanJ,) that 
jbe npeated to me the [xinctpAl part «f this epialle 
^to Davie). I belierre tbe fint iden t£ Robert's 
becoming as author was atarted on this ocoasie^ 
I WBB much pleased with tbe epistle, and said to 
bim I waa of (^nion it would b«ar being printed, 
and that it vnmld be well received by people of 
taste ; that 1 thought it at least equal, ^ not supe- 
rior, to many of Allan Ramsay's eptitlei, and that 
dw merit of diese, and mudi other Scotch poetry, 
oeemed to Gonsist prindpally in tbe kuack of tha 
«x|weHaian — bnt here, there was a stnin of nle- 
reatingBeatiment,andtheScotdasKioftLekagnaM 
•carcely seenwd a&cted, bnt eupearad to be IM 
oatnral langnage of the poet ; that, besides, there 
was cerUinly sune novelty in a poet pointii^( oat 
tbe coow^tions that wAie W aton iot him irtieB 
he ahotdd go a-begging. Robert seesied very wall 
ideaeed with my critiGisni,.and we talked of sewt- 
lag it la aMBe ■"^p"™" ; but as this {^an affardsd 
«io epportonity of knowing how it would take, ihu 
Mea was drooped. 

" It was, I think, in the winter following, as we 
w«re going togeUier with carts for ooal to die 
jianiily, (and I «ould yet point oat the particu- 
lar Hpot,) that tbe author first repeated to me tbe 
Addrtat to Ike DeiL The carious idea of such an 
address was snggeeted to him, by muning over in 
bis mind the many ladicrooe acconnte and repre- 
MutatioBa we have, from various qoartem, of this 
•■guet {wanage. I>eath and I)ottor i/ariAatk, 
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thm^ bM pdilulied m the Kifaianivck editioir, 
ifaapradncedMriyiatbtnarlTSd. Tbe aebooU 
mater of Tarbolton pviab, to eke up the etrntf 
whiwl e nc e dowcd to tfaat naeliil cmm of men, 
tnd nt «p B •bop <rf groceiy gnoda, HaTtng ac* 
adudally Mien u vith some medical booka, and 
iwcoM e noat hxdiby-lHirrically attat^Md to tbe 
■tody of medieiiie, be bad added the nie af a few 
MediciDea to bis little trade. He bad got a sbi^ 
bill printed, at the botttHH of wbklt, overiofdai^^ 
Ilia own incapacity, he bad adveitised, that " Ad* 
▼ice would be giren io oranniMi disordera at the 
■bof) gtUia" Robert was at a raaBon-nieetuig 
in Tarbolton, when the- Doitthue oBfrntanatelj 



xnlatimw a display of hia nwcBeal 
iddlL Aa be parted in dw eremna; fimn tlua mix* 
tare of pedantay and i^yaC) at the place where 
-he deaeribes hia meeting with Death, one of tboae 
'doMing ideas of ^ipantiMis, he mentiona in his let- 
•tN to Dr Hootet croaaed his mind ; this set him 
to woric fi» the raat of tbe way boma. Tbeae c^- 
< ■watanrrn be nkMd vrimi be tepealed tbe Tecaea 
to me next afMmomi, aa I waaboldii^tbeidon^ 
aoA be waa tettii^ tbe water off tbe field beside 
me. Tbe J^MCft io J<iht Ijmwk was prodnoed 
exactly on tbe oeeamn deaenbed by tbe anthor. 
He says in that poem, On Fori wi g 'aw *m Wad a 
.rv^at (p. 285). I beUeve be has omitted tbe word 
mdiimp in the ghMwry. It is a term derived fnta 
thoae primitiTe times, when tbe conntry-womea 
employed their Rpore hours in spinning on the rock, 
or distaff. This simple implement is a yery port- 
aUe one, and well fitted to the sodal inclination <^ 
meeting in a neighbonr's house ; hence the phrase 
of goinff O'Toeking, or with the roeh. As the con- 
nexion tbe phrase bad with the implement wa* 



fbi^otten wheD die rode gam place to d>e spio- 
ning-iriieel, the pfaraae came to be vted by both 

' Mxes on social oconiona, and tnen talk of gnsg 
■with tJieir rDcks as well as women. It w«« at ona 
of these r^ekxngt at onr honse, wiien we bad twelra 
or fifteen yonng people with their rodis, that L»- 
praik'a stmg, beginning — " When I npon tfar bo- 
som lean," * was mng, and we were infonnea irtw 
WM the antbor. Upon this Robert wrote his flnt 
epistle to Ltfiraik ; and his second in reply to hia 

- answer. The rerses to the Mcmse and Momttam 
JDaity were composed on the occasions men&med, 
and while the author was holding the plonrii ; I 
conld point out the particniar spot where e»cb waa 
IcNnpoeed. Holding the pkingh was a ferowils 
sitnation with Robert for poetJc compositions, and 
some of his beat verses were prodnced v4itle he 
was at that exercise. Sereral of the poems were 
prodnced for die pnrpose of brrnging forward some 
&votirtte sentiment of the aa^ior. He nsed to 
remark to me, that he could not well concOTe ft 
more mortifying picture of hnman life, than ■ man 
seddng woric. In casting about in his mind bow 
thja sentimoit might be Iwonght forwvd, the elefy, 
Man vxu madt to JHSwm, was composed. Robert 
bad frequently remarked to me, that be thonght 
there was something peculiarly venerable in the 
phrase, " Let us wor^ip God," nsed by a decent 
sober head of a &mily introdncing fomily worship. 

* BurdE was never a fa&IiQious ciltic; but it Is not very 
cae j ta undersUnd his Bdmiration of Lapraik's poetry. Km- 
boldenedbj Buing'a auceca3,he, too. publisbed ; but Ibe only 
' one of hia prodiu^ODS that is ev« roaembeMd DOw b thk i 



" Scoltiih Songs," vol ill. 
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To ^m MBtinwiit «f dM KMbw the worid is la* 

debted for the CoUar't Saiur^ Sig^ The 
hiiit of ibe ptui, aod titla of the poem) were takoi 
from Fergtnon's Farm^t Ittgte. 
- " When Robert bad not lome pleunre in view, in 
which I wu not thought fit to iwrticipate, we iiMd 
irequend}' to walk leather, when die weather wm 
feTonnUe, on the Smulay afternocHM, (thoee pro* 
doM bresthiiig-timea to tne labooring p«rt of the 
cranmiiiiity,) and enjoyed audi Snndays ai woald 
Bwke ono regret to see th^ nnmber ahridgedi 
It WW is OM of these walks that I fint had the 
pkasnre vf Itearing the author raieat the Cottm't 
Satttrdag Nigkt. I d« not reooilect to have read 
fu- heard anything by which I was more l^faly 
tketrified. The fifth and sixth stanns, ^kd the 
eightemth, ihrUed widt peculiw ecatasy thrbagh 
my eon]." 

The poeBM mentioned by Gilliert Bnms in the 
above extract, are among the moat p<qiiilar of Ina 
broliier's pcrfmmaacea ; and thm may lie a tima 
for recnning to stsne of dteir pectdiar maits as 
wnrlu of art. It may be mentioned here, that 
John Wibon, alias Dr Hornbook, was not niavly 
eoaapeUed to sfant ap shop as an apothecary, or 
diB^^ ratfaer, by tlw ncire which besni his nune; 
bat BO irresistible was the tide of ridicule, that 
his pnpils, ooe by one, deserted him, and be aban- 
doned his Schoolcraft also. Removing to Glai^w, 
and taming himself sacceearully to commercial 
pnrsaits, Dr Hornbook Bmrired the local storm 
which he conld not efiectoally withstand, and was 
often beard in his lattw days, when waxing cfaeer- 
ftd and cowmonicative ovta a bowl of punch, " in 
the Saltmaricet," to blees tbe Incky honr in whidi 
tiie docnii^ of TbiMUhi prnvoked ^ caatigation 
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of Robert Burns. In thow da^ the Seotdi tuii-' 
Tenitiea did not tnrn out doctors of phasic by t^ 
handred, accordrag to the modem fasbion introdn- 
c»d br the necessities of the French rerolntio nary- 
war; MrWilson's was prohably the only medicine- 
cheat from i^hich ealte and senna were distributed 
tor the benefit of a considerable circuit of parishai ; 
and hia advice, to say the least of the matter, wis 
pei4iaps as go«>das could be had, for love or mosey/ 
among die wise women who were the only rinus 
of his practice. The poem which drore him from 
Ayrahire was not, we may beHeve, either expect- 
ed or designed to produce any snch seriona effect. 
Poor Hornbook and the poet were old acquaint' 
ances, and in some sort riral wits at the time in 
the mason lodge. ' 

In Man vxu made to Moym, whatever mig^t 
be the casnal idea that set the poet to work, it 
b bnt too evident, ihat he wrote from the bdii- 
tual feelings of bis own' bosom. The indignatioii 
with which he through life contemplated die in- 
eqndity of human' condition, and particularly, 
^-and who shall say, with absolute injustice ? — the 
contrast between nis own worldly circnmstancea 
and intellectual rank, was never more bitterly, nor 
more Ictftilj' expressed, than in some of tbOM 



" See yonder poor o'erlabout'd wighl, 

So abjcEC, mean, and rile. 
Wbo begi a bnXfaer of the earth 

To give him leaTe to ' " 



The same feeling abung, but triumphed over is 
the moment of inspiration, as it ought arer to 
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hwe beea in the plnn exerdse of tatA a» niHler> 
BtBudiiig SB hii, m^ be read in every bUuisb of 
the £pulk to Davie. 

" It's DO in tulei dot in tuk, 
It's DO in wealth like Loa'oD bank. 

To puTchue peace and Test ; 
It's tiD In book*, it's no id lear. 

To mak us tiqly bint. 

Think ye, (hat nch at fan and I, 

Wha drudge and driTe through vet and diy, 

Wi' neret- ceasing toil ; 
Think 76, are we less blest than Ihef, 
Wha «aroel; ten t us in th^ way, 

Aa hardlj vonh ibeir whila I" . . . . 

Id JUtiM Hvu made to Mount, Burns ^>pe«r« to 
Jiare taken mem-y hints Iroin an uicient IwUad, en- 
titled Tie L^e and Age of Man, which bagiu 



<> I had an old grand-uaele," lays the poet, ia 
one of his. letters to Mrs Dunlop, ■' with whom 
iny motherlired in her girlish years ; the good old 
nan, for sncb he was, was blind long ere ue died ; 
dnring which time his highest enjoyment was to 
ait down and cryi while my mother would sing the - 
umjpJe old aong of 7b L^ and Age ofMan^*- 

'rhe Cotta^a Salmrdt^ Nigkt is, peduqw, of 
all BnrBB'a pieces, the one whose exclusion from 
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Ae c^lactiaa, wen moA (faiagi p a i rfblg hvmi* 
dkjn, woidd ba tbe BiMt u^ariona, if not to dtt 
gmiBB, U tewt to the cJwractnr, of tbe mnu Iii 
epite of many fedale lineo, and aome heavy staa- 
BBs, it q)pean to me, that even faia genioa would 
ao^r mote in aatimatioD, by being contemplated 
in ^B absence of this poem, than of any oUm 
amgle perfoipiaiiGe he has left na. L<rftier fligbta 
be cwtainly hm made, bnt in theae he remained 
bnt-B sboli while on tbe wing, and eff<Ht ia too 
often perceptible j here the motion ia eaay, gentle) 
ptaddly nndulating. There is more of the con- 
adoos eecniity of power, than in any other irf Ida 
•mMM pioeaa of connderable length ; the wbcde 
hu ^ appeannct of coniiig in a Ml atmam 
tmu the fnmlain of tbe bevt — a atreant Hm 
■oodwa the ear, and faaa no-^an m) tha «nrfco«. 

It i« ddigbdCid to torn from any of tbe ^ecel 
wUdi preaent ao graat a genhia as writhing nnd^ 
an inevitable burden, to this, where his buoyant 
oergy seems not even to fe^ the preaaure. The 
misedca of toil and penury, who aball afiectto 
treat as unreal 7 Yet they sbnnk to small dimmw 
aiona in die presence of a spirit tbua exalted at 
moe, and aoAwied, by the pieties of virpn lore, 
filial reverence, and domeatio derotimi. 

That he who thus enthndaaticallvmnhnde^ 
and thna exqointely painlad, the artlesa beaMy aad 
solemnity of the foMinga and thon^ita that emok 
Uc die lib of die Seo&ifa poaaany eoald witnen 
obaerrances in which the very U^Msai of tbeae t«> 
deemiag infloenees ere most poweribDyamd gnw«< 
fully dinilayed, and yet desoibedienii in «v^ et 
tmmized merriment that tbe saaia man abonld 
have produced tbe CoOar't Salmrdajf Night and 
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llie Ab^ Ajr atxmt the mum tiB»— will flrer 
coitttiHie to more wooder and regret. 

" The annual oeIeln«tion of the Sacrament «f 
the Lord's Supper in the nual paiiahes of Scotland, 
has much in it," rays the onfortnnate Heron, '* of 
those old pppiflh festivals, is whidi enpentition, 
teaffic, and amtsemoit, used to be stmngely inter* 
sullied. Bnraa saw asd aetsed in it one of tha 
happiestof all anhjacts to afibrd scope for the display 
of ibmt strong and pierrii^ sagaci^, by which he 
«oald almost intoitivdy distingitiBh the reason- 
Me from the abswd, and the becoming from th« 
tidiciiloos; of that pictoresqae power of fancy 
wUdi ewjiled him to represent scMes, and per- 
aoiH, and gronps, and looks, and attitudes, and 
giesbiree, in a raanoer almoet as Hvriy and impres* 
HFB, even in words, aa if all the srtificea and 
energies of ^be pencil had been M«pioyed ; of that 
Imowiedge which be had necessarily acquired of 
dte mannerB, panions, and pr^ndices of the tqb* 
tica vaasd Ubi — of whatever wae ridiculona, no 
leaa thas wfaaterer was affectingly beantifal in 
raial life." * Tin* is very good so &r aa it goes ; 
bat who ever disputed the e»]uiaite gtsiAic tnrth, 
so ^ as it goes, of the poem to wludi the etilie 
refers 7 The question renuas aa it stood ; is Acre 
then notlung beaides a atnmg* minnre of super- 
atition, traffic, and anmaement, in tlie scene which 
ancfa an ^moal eelcbratioD in a rural parish of Scot, 
land presents ? Does nothing of what is " afiect- 
iBgly beaM'diil in mral life," make a part in the 
iMngnal which was before the poet's eyes ? Wera 
'* Saperstition," " Hypocrisy," and " Fnn," the only 
inflnencae which he mi^t jntdy hare imperaon- 

• Heron'! Hcnwin of Bnnit, (Gdiabn^li, 17*7,) P- ^*- 



of dte old popith fartinb to iHUsb J 
Indea ; it would be hanl, tmdyt t« «y it of any 
fiwlifsl in which, HHBgfed M tUr v«r be wilb SUM 
tinMniaw pNtwdm, and suNdbded: with gid> 
dy gnt^M «f MfaMken, a mighty diii)titoda>of dB4 
Toot tnen wee uMmUed &tr th« wMihip of God« 
hai««th th« afMD bMTMh ud' ^«TC the (omIm 
«f tiieir fiutwn. 

' X«twtNm'S|«ifaQW«ver,frfpii^Dgoar oaniiro 
W Kjm^pMt) mad with the inqtaMisik: of .the 
moniat, bini whaterer miifok duind, tOD&n 
It can faaidlr be 4oab«ed 1^ the nthar of tin 
Cmt'^ Saimd(9 Hight UA itit, ia h« tiMM) 
•11 that uy man can UnA in the eantamtilalion of 
tk» BUM raUine ef therraJigiow' obecMraMea af 
bia coMBtryt aadioa UtdefthatbadhetalMBvp tba 
tnhject of thia ran) ncnuMat ta * aolMtut tnaod) 
be u^bt bave prodooad a f iece as gnviriy bcMdt* 
fol, u his Ho^ Fair ia ^wint, gnphie, aadpie* 
tweaqoe. A ecanio of baity wonhn^ on tba 
atibcr baad) I can eaaily iaugiae to baae ceaaa 
freak his haad as piegnaat wUh the ladteroas as 
thM Hidy Fair ittoir. The ftmily ptayeis nf tha 
eatarda^'a Bight, nd the nnsl c^abntidn of tba 
Eai^ariai; awparla of thaasme a y t c ia the m> 
tern which bu-made tba peapla of Seodand yhal 
Ibey tTfr— and whftt, it is ta be hoped, Aey wBl 
continne to be. And whnt »aB aeik of t beiaas t vaa 
what tlus great na^Mal poet leally dtoaght itf d 
aysiem ia whicb^amda iouneaaarably iirfwiw to bia 
caa ne ao nrocfa to T^mrate, it ia «nrely jaat that 
thay^afaotdd pay moat attratioa to ttrbat-be haade- 
livfred aader the paveat anteticw. In aaUe aai 
tnree, we may he sure, the source of Uars lies 
searer die hewt than that of smtlea, -' <- 
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' TfM IbnWFted KhmilMn PnA doeanot desert 
his post «ii occwioti «f ibe Boty Fair; he defesdi 
that {nece sa manfdlf aa Holy Wtike; and, iiu 
de«dt eSpreMly'ap^uds Bnras for banng endea-. 
TOnred to explode " ^oiea diBctinntentuiced b^ 
Ae General Afisenbty." Tie Ge&eral Aasembly 
mmM ao donbt~ saif, botfa of the poet and the 
eomuentstor, turn uUi aitxiHo. 
■ Saltoto^m, m descriptive poem, perfaspe «reii 
nwe ezqaisitetf mm^t (ban the Soly Paif, and 
conM^ug Mnhing Itiat conld offend the feetinga of 
Mybttdy, wm prodoced about ibe same period. 
Ban»'a ail had now reaohed ita ctimax ; but it ta 
tiuie thnt iVe rimnld revot more particularly to tba 
penonsl hioMry of the poet 
' Ha aeenM-te have veiy aoon perceived, that die 
Eaim of Mosegiel cotdd st die best farmsh no mors 
tban die hhre me«m of enst^tce.to so lai^ a fa- 
mily ; and wearied with the " prospects 'rimr,'*' 
irom which h^ ooiy escaped in ocewiao^ intervals 
of sooal merrioient, or when gay flasheB of solitary 
fiucy, for tbey.were no more, threw mnshine oa 
everything, hs very natorally took np the notion 
fif quitting Scotland foe a time, and trying his fny 
tone in the West Indies, where, as is well knowa, 
the manago^ t^ the plantations are, in die great 
majority <^ cases, Scott^hmen of Bums's own rank, 
and condition. Hia letters »how, that o- • 



three difieMat Mcauonat leog before bis poetry 
bad excited any attention, he nad applied for, end 
nearly obtained appointments of this sort, throngh 



the intervention of hia acqntunttaices in tiie 'Se^ 
port of Irvine. Petty accidents, not worth de- 
soibing, interfered to disappoint him from time to 
time ; bat at last a new bnrat of misfortune ren- 
dered him donbly anxious to escape ftopa bis na- 
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Ura land t and but for aa accident, *riiidl ae aam 
will c«U pett^, hia arnugemeiits would ««rtuiily 
b&ve been completed. 

But we must not come quite ao n4>tdly to th« 
last of his Ayrahire loTe-atoiies, 
' How taxaf leaser romances of this order woe 
evolved and completed during his resideoee at 
Mtissgiel, it is needless to inquire ; that they wera 
many, bis sougH prove, for in those days be wrote 
no love^ongs on imi^:inary heroinea.* Meuy Ma- 
titan — Behind yon MIU wiere Slinchar Jiotm-^ 
On Ceuaock bank there Utsea a lau — helc»g ta 
duB period ; and there are three or four inapired 
by Mary Camphell — Ae object of by &r the detm- 
est passion that ever Bums knew, and which ha 
baa accordingly immortalized in iba noblest ctf hia 

In iutroducaiig to Mr Tlumwaa'a sotice tin 
b— 
*■ win n go la the India, mj Mary, 

And Wve anld Scotls'i tbmt t— 
Will yc go to the ladki, mj Uuy, 
AdoiB tha AtUntic't roai V 



thinking of g^oing to the West Indies, I took this 
farewell of a dear girl ;" and, afterwards, in a note 



** Ye bknks, and bran, and ilnuiit ■Hmnd 

The Cwtle o' Moatgomerie i 
Oreen be joui woodi, and ttii jour flowen, 

Youi wsten ncrer drumlle ; 
There Summer flnt nnfaulda her robe*, 

And there ibey langeit tiny. 
Foe there I l4»k the Iwl rannrell 

O' my iireel HighUnd JUaij," 

" Lelteri to M^r Thomwri, No. iV. '"-'^''^ 
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he adUB, — " After a. pretty long trisl of, the most 
ardent reciprocal aiTection, we met by &ppoiiUment 
on the iecond Sunday of May, in a aequostered 
spot by tbe banks of Ayr, where we spent a day 
m taking' a farewell before she should embark for 
tbe West Highlands, lo arrange matters among 
her friends for our prelected change of life. At the 
close of the ahtnmn following she crossed the sea 
to meet me at Greenock, whei'e she had scarce 
landed when she was seized with a malignant fe^ 
Ter.-whicfa hurried my dear girl to her grare in a 
few days, bef<n% I could even hear of her illness ;" 
and Mr Cromek, speaking of the same " day of 
parting love," gives, though without mentioning 
niB anthority, some further particulars, which no 
one wonld willingly believe to be apocryphal. 
** This adiea," says that sealous inquirer into the 
details of Boms's story, " was performed with all 
those simple and striking ceremonials, which rustic 
sentiment has devised to prolong tender emotions, 
and to impose awe. The lovers stood on each side 
of a small purling brook — they laved their bands 
in the' limpid stream — and, holding a Bible be- 
tween diem, pronounced their vows to be faithful 
to each other. They parted — never to meet again." 
It is proper to add, that Mr Cromek's story, which 
even Allan Cunningham was disposed to reeeivei 
with snapidon, has recently been coafirmed very 
fltrongly by the acddental discovery of a Bible, 
presented by Bums to Marp CamjAell, in the pos- 
eesaion of her still surviving sister at Ardrossan. - 
Upon the boards of the first volume is inscribed, 
in Bnmi't hand- writing,:^ — " And yk shiD not 
Hwear by my name fidsely — I am the Lord.-^Le- 
vit. chap. six. T. 12." On the second volume, — ■ 
" Thou shalt not forswear thyself, hut ehalt per- 
g2 
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tana unto the Lord tliiiie oatli.--£t Mattb. di^ 
v., V. 33," And, on « blank leaf of eitbra,— ■■ Ro- 
bert Burns, Mosigiel." 

How lasting was the poet's reniembnmc« of this 
pore love, and its tragic termination, will be aeea 
Lereafter.* 

Highland Maiy, bowerer, wems to hsra died 
era her lover bod made any of bii more serions at- 
tempts in poetry. In the Epiatle to Mr Sillar, 
(as we have already hinted,) the very earlieat, ac- 
cording to Gilbert, of these attempts, the poet 
celebrates " bis Davie and his Jean. ' 

This was Jean Armour, a young woman, ft step, 
if anything, above Bums's own rank in life,-}- the 
daughter of a reapectable man, a master-maeoB, 
in t£e village of Mancbline, where she was at tbe 
time tbe reigning toast, and who still anrvtvea, t» 
the respected widow of oar poet. There are nnm- 
1)erless allusions to her maiden cbarma in tbe beat 
pieces which be prodoced at Moe^eL 

Tbe time is not yet come, in wbich all the de- 
tails of this story can be expected. Jean Armoar 
found herself " as ladies wish to be that love their 
lordt" And how slightly endi a circnmatance 
might affect the character and reputation of a young 
woman in her sphere of rural life at that period, 
^very Scotsman will understand — to any but a 

■ Cromek, p. 238. 
■)■ " Id Mauchline diere dwelli tix propn ^UDg belles. 
The pride af the plsce and its ncighboailiaad i' ; 
Their cuiisgE and ote«, a itrwiger vmild gueu. 
In Lon'on or Paris they'd gotlea it a' ; 

" MUt MUter U fine, MUi Mttrhkmi'i divine. 
Mill Smith ihe hai wit, end Mitt Bettj/ i> Itnw t 

There's beautj sad foituite to gel wl' Min M»rlo», 
But Aimour'i th; jewel fM ue a' them «'." 
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Scotonan, it mq^ periitfM, be dyHralt to exfituii. 
The nenlj n»£nem with irUch the yom% nutice 
eonnBonly a>a» forward to avert by maniage the' 
wont coBBeqnenoes of muA iBctiBcretioiu, caimot 
be dotted ; nor, perbapit, is there any clua of so- 
ciety in any cmintary, in whidi matrmtmiat infide- 
Bty w leM known then amoi^ the female peasan* 
try of Scotlaod. 

Bnraa's wcridly drcDRistancea were in a moBt 
wiaraAle atate wiwn be was iBfonned of Miss Ai> 
nonr^ cenditifMi ; and ibe first annonnceinent of 
it flti^ered him like a blow. He saw noAin^ f<a 
it bnt to fly the conntry at once ; and, in a note to 
Junes Smid) 4^ Mandbline, the confident of bis 
MDowi he tbns wrote : — " Asainst two thing* 
I am fixed as &te— staying at bonie, and owning 
ber cnnngally. The first, by Hear«n, I wiil net 
do I — the last, by hell, I will never do I — A good 
God bless you, and make you happy, w to die 
warmest weeping wish of parting fiwidsmp. . . • • 
If yoa see Jean, tell ber I wiU meet her, so help 
me God in my honr of need." 

The lovers met accordingly ; and the result of 
dte meeting was what was to be anticipated frc^ 
Uie tenderness and the manliness of Bnrna's feel- 
ings. AH dread of personal inconvenience yield- 
ed at once to the tears of the woman he loved, and, 
ere they parted, be gave into ber keepbg a writ- 
ten Bcknowledgment of marriage, whicnf when 
produced by a person in Miss Armour's condition, 
IS, according to the Scots law, to be accepted as 
I^^ evidence of an irregular msniage having 
nnlly taken place ; it being of course undentood 
tliat the marriage was to be formalty avowed as 
soon as the consequenees of their imprudenco 
could no IpDger be concealed Irom her family. 



and it wu tBcwed hy the fiither <rf Miu Annwtr 
with equal uuprUe and Bng«r. Smwy co w ft m fag- 
binuelf to bo <iiw<iii>l *o tlie mBntMuntce' of s'fc^ 
»tly, proposed to go u a w fate ly to Jaankiv 
where Iw fa^>ed to fiad better ftwluiiw . 'Hvofl^' 
ed, if tiua were J^}ec|edt<(a^«idoBlMifBnB^ nUfdi' 
wu by this time a hopelew conown, and e«W 
bmkd at laaitfiir fanirifc aad idfflA<Hi avft diily 
labborer at home; bat notbaif ecMld ippaiM 4fav 
indigiMtioa of Atmo«r> wb^ PmfgMor Wdbw> 
bints, had eatntalBed preriotntj k veryhtA^^ 
■ion of Bko^b mbale «hamotOT. . fif iraaf tfgu- 
Kcnta he prewM onfaia danghter to tak* mv 
Btnags and BO pabfU a stqi n* kniwr not ( b« tbe 
tactiaeertaiii, that,Mfai*nrveBt«atmty, ^ dO' 
strayed the docwDent," wUdi must hare been 4* 

* the emuncntt of tb« R«r. BamiUaa Faitl, oa dill d*< 
Vntf .put of the poet'i Hocj, an Wo mmtDfiaw to to 
oraitted. 

'" Theieeneiyof the AfT," SB]rgbi^ " hom SofDlotlMt 
aadetit burgh af IH moijth, though it may be equalled Itt 
gnndent, it uwcdj an^heie suipasiad bi beaittf. To 
tiaoB itameaDilEn, to wander amid its gninwDodatWleui 
QTer Its pRdpltoua and loek; banki, to ezplsn ita oorca, ID 
lUTvej Its Gothic tuneiS) and to adtmre lis modem edlficci, 
ii Dot only highly delightful, but truly iaapiring. If the 
poet, in Ilia eieursioug along the banbg of the tlva, or in 
petiecradng into the deepest leccsie* of the gnre, be aeeom- 
puiied by hii favourite &ii oae„irbaae admlntioa ofrunl 
aad Bylian beauty is alim to hii own, however haiantout 
the experimenl, the blisa ia ecalatic. To warn (he youn^ 
and uQiuspecting of their danger, is only to atimulate (htls 
eoiloait)'. The well-meBot diZauiiive of Thomaoh ii men 
■cdnedve in ita teoden^ than dw admiicn *t dw poet^ 
moralitj we aware — 



Ic greatlr eauUoua or your didii 



BM ibeiBtN«o«t Hgh-anln il»tcor>rr 



ldahai(U| 
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ber AeBHoMptedooi of hn powcMioM— tbe oDiy 
•videace mi hex mairiage. 

It wn under mich extnordinaiy circnmBtancei 
dMt MiM Annonr becsme tibe motber of twins. 

Buna's lore and pride, the two moM powerM 
fa^Dga of hia mind, had been eqtulty wounded. 
Hit anger and giief together droTO bdm, accordii^ 
to «rtxf aoceimt, to dm Terse of dieolate insanity ; 
and s«n>e of lite ktten on Um oocaaion, both pub- 
lished Bad nnpiMi^ed, have eenainly aU the ap- 
peanmceof harii^ be«i written in sadeepAcoo- 
MSHliatiuM of deqMJr aa ever preeoded tbe most 
urfal <rf innnan cabmitiwi. His fint thoagbt bad 
hMD, M we ban seen, to flf at once from tibe seen* 
of hia di^nee and misety ; and this ctmrse seemed 
DOW to he abeohrtely necessary. He wsa sum- 
moned to find aecnrity for the maintenanc« of th« 

Wb«n iraWMDM Braali u4 timt ilui ■ toadl, 
Whllt ■vMilBi dnn ba crinmi emttlu nmidt 
Tmi TOOT Mrtt BdmtH with bKnTing mm.' 
We IN daddadl* nl oiriniiHi, lb>t tbe iiwxpaicDMd Ur 
wU] ba eqiullf dUpoMd to dkiq(«d tbii «»iitlnmit«l mf 
tiibiiioD, and to aoeept the itiTitUliiairfwiotlKibMd, WMSB 
fibertlnUm ii Ina ii»ga]neif-~ 

' Win nn (o to Eba bonr I Iwvt dudcd tor toil 
You twl >EpU ■>■ roM bapuvMiriibdrw.' 



tontiiniei thU difinB, " Bmiio wm pvtial in tbe txtnrat. 
Thii «M owii^ M well to hi* eraiuitatlaiisl (empcnuneot, 
M to tbe admliitiaa which be iitw from the taniie woild, 
■od the ftcUtt; «li]i wbleb they met hie odTuieva. But hli 
■benrndom iDiut bne bcm DotoiioiK, when i. man in the 
uak of Hill Anmui'a fuhn teToMd hlj eoaieiit lo bU 
panwoent uiuon with hii uufortunsle dwigbler. Among 
the lower claue* of the communitj. luliKqiieiit muiiage ii 
nckoned ui emple atonement for fonnei iDdiicietitKi, and 
■Ua-aniitlal inconlinencjp it looked npon u Marcel; a tnni- 
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eliiUt«(i wliMsifaB WM iiiiiii<i»liiilfii«ii1niliiiidMii[ ). 
lutd such was hie poverty ttont he oonU not uatiifjii 
the fviA-o&cm. Ib^^om Mcniiljr. Ear wwe 
foof w five pomuls a^year was the ntiMM tlMtt 
conU. haTe been demanded from a pecsan. of his 
rank ; bnt the mm who bkd in, Iw deek the immD^ 
tal poenw to which we faave heen lefRimg ah<wer 
either dieduned to aak, or tried in nm to fisdr 
peoanitay aanatance itt his bonr ef need ; tmA thei 
oniy altematire that preeenled itself to fail yi»w- 
wta America «r a jsiL 

Whe am crer learn withmt fpntf and^tadi g— i 
tion, tbM it was the victim of ituh Hnaeriw who,' 
at snch a moment,' caald ponront soch astnina* 
ilteLameiaf 

I. " O dwR pide ezh, tbil itbit thfales, 
While am untroubled taoAiia (leep ! 
Tbon jMKa Vtttah that Mr pbM«, 
And Wjuiden here to wail and weep ! 
. ^ith Toe I nightly viglU keep, 

Beneath thy nan unvsrmiag beam ; 
And moum, in lamentation deep. 
How ji/fc md lone aie all k dream. 

" No Uly-fdgnM poede pWnM, 

My ^,_love.lgm lamentings claim ; 
No shepheid'i pipB—AnxdiaQ undnt I 

No fabltd tortnna, qaaint and tuna : 
Tbsplightadltiih; the wttiul flMoet 

Ths oft atleued Pow'n aboTe t 
The premUei FaAer'i tender name t 

These iKie ths pl«dgM of my lom ! " 



SODUIT.BUJINS. 



CHAPTER IV. 






Jamaica vap nowhis niaric, md after some lit- 
tie time, and not a little tronble, the aitnation vi 
■asiBtanW»¥«rseer on the estate of a Dr Doaglaa, 
m that eoloiiy, waa procived for him by one of hia 
fiieiide in de town of Irrioe. Money to pay for 
bis pnwge, boweTer, be bad not : and it at last oo. 
curved to fajnf that the few ponnds reqnieite for this 
pmiMae, mi^t be niaed by the pnblicatioD of somcr 
of tbo finest poems that ever delighted mankind. 

His landlord. G«vin HamilUm, Mr Aiken, and- 
other friendsi encouraged him watmly; and after 
tome beaitatien, }ie at lemgtli reaolVed to Iiaaard an 
eKpMimeat wbicb might perhqw better his circrau-. 
aUnces; and, if any tolerable nnmber of aubscribera. 
conld be procnred, could not make tbern wane 
than tl^y were already. His mral patrtma exerted 
themeelrea with succeas in the matter ; and so. 
BWiiy cmiee were aoon subscribed for, that Bums, 
antered mto tenns with a piinter in Kilmarnock,, 
md b^u to copy out bis perfonnancea ftn' th» 
pnss. He earned bis MSS. ptecemeal to tiie. 
yaata\ and ancanraged by die ray t£ Hght windi 
ncxpecMd jMtronige hird begun tfl.dia>w tn 



bii affi^n, compoaed, while the priming WM in 
progress, Mime of the best poeina it the coUection. 
The tale of the Tvm iMtgt, for iMtance, with 
which the volume commeaced, is known to bave 
been written in tlte •b<»t inteml between die pub- 
lication being detennined on and the printing be- 
gun, HiH own acctmnt of the bnsiness to Dr Moore 
ia aa follows : — 

" I gare np mf part of the bnn to my t»i>tber : 
in truth, it was only nonuoall^ mine ; and made 
what little preparation was in mf poww for Ja- 
maica. Bat h^ian leaving mr native land, I re- 
Rolved to pabliah my Poems. I weighed my pro- 
ductions as tmp&rdally as was in my power; 1 
thought they had merit ; and it was a ddiciona ideK 
that I should be called a clever fellow, even though 
it should never read) my ears — a poor negro-driver 
^-or, perhaps, a victim to that inhospitable clime, 
and gone to the world of spirits. I can truly say 
that, pauvre tnooMtw as I then was, I had prettf 
nearly aa high an idea of myself and of my worke 
as I have at this moment when the public haa d»> 
dded in dieir favour. It ever was my oimtion, diat 
the mistakes and blunders, both in a rational and 
religious pomt of view, of which we see thonaanda 
daily gnilty, are owing to their ignorance of tbem- 
aelves.— To know myaelf, had been all along ittf 
eonatant study. I weighed myself alone ; I ba- 
lanced myself with othere : I watched every meana 
of information, to see bow mnch ground I occupied 
ae a man and as a poet ; I studied aasiduoudy Na- 
ture's design in my formation— where the hgfata and 
shades in diaracter were intended. I was pretty 
confident my poems would meet with some ^- 
pbmae; but, at the vortt, the roar of the AtlaaM 
would deafen the tmco of ceasare, aq^ tiie sorrtty 
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of W«rt InttUn aoenes im^ ia« fo^fet neglect. I 
threw off six hundred c(^i«s, for whicb I got i^- 
acriptMnB for aboot three faimdred and fifty.* — My 
Tsnity WM highly ^^la^ed by die receplkm I met 
wUk fnm Ae pablic ; and hendei, I pocketed, ijl 
mxpeoKB deducted, neariy twenty pounds. Hue 
aum came very seiHonabty, as I was tUakuig of m- 
Seating myself, tor want of money to procure my 
passage. As so<m ss I was master oT nine gui- 
neas, the price of wafdng me to the torrid eone, I 
took a eteeiage ^ssage in the first ship that waa 
to sail from the Clyde ; for 

* Hungi; niia hid me In tht vind.* 

*■ I had been for some days ^nlldng from covert 
io covert, under all the terrors of a jail ; as some 
ill-advised people had nnconpled the merciless pack 
of the law at my heels. I sad taken the last &r». 
well of my few friends ; my chest was on the road 
to Gi«enock ; I had composed the last song 1 should 
ever measnra in Caledonia, 7^ gloomy night it 
^/oAering fatt, when a letter from Br Blai^ock 
la a friend of mine, overthrew all my schemes, by 
4>peaiDg new prospects to my poedc ambitton,'* 

To die above ispid narrative of the poet, we 
■nay annex a few delaiU, gathered from his vaiioas 
llicfiTapherB and from hia own letters. 

While his sheets were in the press, it appears, 
ihat his friends, Hamilton and Aiken, revolved va- 
lioui schetnes for pracuring him the means of re* 
faiaining in Scotland; and naving studied some of 
the practical brasches of mathematica, aa we have 
«eeB, andinparticnlart^atf^in^, itoccniTedtohim.- 

* GSbm Bnnu tnentioni, thM**! linda Indlvidoil, Mr 
WiUUm FMkeT,meKhMit in EUnuiiKicc, nilncribcd fbr 
SOcopln. 



nrited to Um dian any odier he wis it all -tiketf 
to obtain by theinterrehtioii of nuih pMrana a> In 
poisemed. 

He Hppean to have lingered longer tfcer tlw 
pnbUcation <rf tbe poenu thsn one nuf^t ■nppom 
fron Ihb own narnrtire', in tbe hope'^wt tncoe 
n m^t at length sncoeed in tbenr effbrte 



mfaiB b 



A bftbalf. The poem* were recoirad with &f 
Toor, eren with raptiun, in tbe coonty of Ayr, and 
«rs tow over ^^e x^isinfj; coantiw. " <M aad 

irouDg, thns speaks StAiert {loron, " high, and 
ow, mvQ and gay, learned or ignorant, Trere alike 
delighted, agitated, transported. I was at diat time 
naident in Galloway, cantignons to AyrshiK, «nd 
I ««n well rememitea: bow even plonghboya and 
.maid-ierrBBts wonld bare gladly bestowed tba 
wages they earned t}ie mosthaidly, and which they 
wanted to purchase necessary dothing, if they 
mi^ bnt procure the Works of Bums."— Tba 
poet soon found that hie person also bad beconie 
kn (Aject of general cnriosity, and that a lively b»- 
terest in bis personal fortnneB was exx^ted among 
•omeof the gentry of the disUict, wixn the dp- 
ttils of his story reached them, as it wm pre'tty 
sore to do, along with bis modest and manly ^» 
fiice.* Among othrav, the celebrated PDofcMot 



amid tbe elegnndea and idlenesi ol , ^ 
ftr K Tuial theme, with tn eye to Thneritni ot VirgS 
70 the «utboi of ttus, tbeK and other c«M«-4UA qtmw 
their cauDtrymeii are, at leut in theii origitul Isngiuge, a 
ffimtaimhtit -up, and mJxi^ "i^i' . UDU:i|il*inted Wth 
the mccaury requiaitea foi commeociiig poet b; rule, he 
tinga the tentimem)! anil mannen he felt and saw ui Uiib 
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Dimld fite#Brt of Edmbui^, ud' Ua accon- 
^u£ed lady, dlen reeadent at ^eir beanlifn] seat 

felf Mid nutie eampeoe atooad him, i&husndthflbDMtn 
Unguage, TbongharbfnteTfTomhiienlkalfeaniBtleMt 
from die eailiut impulae of the softer pBtuiom, it wu Dot 
till very lately ibal the applauBe, perhaps the partial jiy, -of 
friendship, wakened tiia ranlt}~«i t^ aa to make him thlDk 
tnylhiiiit of hii worth ahowirtg ; and none of (he follow. 
lag woriis wat cAmpoted widi a tuk to the press. To 
■mwE Uiuaelf with the Hitle eteatioas of Itia own Cancr, 
■mid the toil and fatigues of a laborious life ; to tnmscribe 



be straggles of > world, alwayi «d alian wmo, ■ talk bi_ 
•tmth to (be poeticil mind— thne wbic Ms motivfs fin 
cburtiiie the Muses, and io tbeae be found poeliy to be it* 
own ivwaTd. 

■' Now that he appesTsin the puUle obaneter ()f ou author 
he does it with fb^ and trembluig. Bo deai Is fame te tht 
il)T«dBg tribe, that trai he, an obicaie, nameless bai^ 
shiisks a^iaat at the thought of being branded ii^^Aa 
Impeitlnent blodJlead, obtruding his notuense on the 
world ; and, because he trn make a shift to jingle a few 
flt^tgerel Scptch ihjmes together, looking upon liimself as a 
p»tt of Do amn coDsequsBce, fbrsoodi I 
-. "ItiianobaerTatioDi^that cdebraCed poet, Shecstoust 
^hoae diniw el^es do hoaout to our language, our nation, 
and our species, that ' HniittiUy has depressed many a 
gfetdos'ta'abermit, but nsver ndsed one to (anxcV Uvtf 
oilic catches at the word gesiut, the author tells llim once 
fiirallg'tfau be oertatnly looks upon himself as pdswsatdrf 
MiM paetla atilitisa, odierwise Ma publidong in tht man- 
ms b» baa done, wooM ba a nuoonne bdow the waist 
skalallsl. which, lia hop«^ hia votM «Msnr will mar glT*. 
htai. Botto ttttgaaiusof aRamMj, in tbe^atiaudwmv 
iWS of the poor, nnfvrtiiiiMe Fergaitoa, be, with equal nn- 
ancted riocerlty, dedaiM, ^t, enn In his highest pulseof 
TWity, he has not the most distant pntensiMia. T^teae twoi 
jMly a^Blnd Scotch poets be hM often had in li« eye ift 
die Mloving pieata ; bat radin with a ilew to kiadla aa 
tllAflaDist t)u> for Mz^e bulMksi. 

"To hia subsciibai, tbeanthor tetuinshhmMt rinoeM 



<rf CctriiWf begaa to notice hu with mnch'poliM 
Mid fnendly stuntioii. Dr Hugh Blaii, who tbeq 
held BD eminent place in the liters^ society of 
Scotlaodt lw[q»eiied to be paying Mr Stewart a 
ptait, and, on reading the Holy Fair, at once pro- 
nounced it tbe " work of a very great genina ;" and 
Mrs Stewart, herself a poetess, flfittered him per- 
liaps still more highly by her warm commenda- 
tiODS. Bat, above all, bis little Tolnme ba^ien'* 
ed to attract the notice of Mrs Dnnlop of Dnn- 
lop, a lady of high birth wd ample fortune, en- 
thssiastictUly attached to her country, and into 
rested in whatever appeared to concern die honour 
trf Scotland. This excellent wonutii, whDe Blowl;f 
recovering from the lani^or of an illness, laid her 
bands acddeotally on the new production of the 
{HrOTincial press, and opened the rolnine at tbe 
Cottar'a StUvrdag Night. " She read it over,'* 
says Gilbert, " with the greatest pleasare and «nr- 
pnse ; the poet's description of tbe simple cottagers 
operated on her mind like tbe charm of a power- 
ful exorcist, repelling the demon ennui, and re- 
storina; hv to her wonted inward harmony and sa-* 
tishction." Mrs Dnnlop instantly sent an express 
to Mossgiel, distant aixteen inilea from her re^ 



ha dcwrve* il, la that deaniC Tuh oi 
to ba dlMinpiUhuL He begf hii naden, pardcululji tbe 
kariNd and tbe polite, who m4]r honanr him with ■ pouwl, 
tbat Utej «ill tfolu eve^ allowaua fat edutation and dt, 
ciunataiMea of life i bnt if, aAai a fkii, candid, and impai- 
tlal oitidem, he ahall ataad toaric t ei of dahwaa aad dod- 
SMua, let Um be daie bj >a ba would in tbat caae do by 
otbora— Jet hbn ba cnnkmned, viUunt meter, to wolmpt 
•nd obllTlgtk" 
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dMce, widi k very bmd letter to BnnM,.relinettb^ 
Inm to rap{dy her, if he codd, with hstf^doani 
c^es of the book, lod to call at Dmiltq) as bocoi 
BB be Gonld find it convMuent. BnmB waa fron 
Imhiw, bat he Boknowledged the hvonr oonfenbd 
«■ him in an tnterestii^ letter, atifl «t«nt ; and 
4lM>rt]7Bfterw«rdB'Coninmu!ed apowma] acqnau* 
taara vitb one that nerer afterwards cenedtir be- 
biend him to tfaa ntmoat of her powvr. His letted 
to tin Dnolop torm a very lai;^ proportlan rf all 
liis anbaeqnent coiTMpoiidencei and, addreesed aa 
they were to a penaa, whose aex, a^, Tsnk, asd 
beitBToleoco, inspired at onoe jwofbtmd reapect and 
a 'Spacefill confidence, will eter remain the moat 
pleaainz of all the materials of our poet's" bio gi a^rfi y . 
- 'At tbe retidenceB of these new acqoaintaikteB, 
Bnina WM introduced bto aociety of a claaa wfaidbi 
he had not before approached; and of the manner 
in niiicb he atood the trial, Mr Stewart thna Wiitaa 
to Dr Cnrrie i~. 

■ F< Hb BMnnera were then, as ^y eontinnad 
vra afterwsida, simple^ manly, and independent; 
strong eac|weaHTe (j eonaetons geoina and worth ; 
Imt wnhoU anything thu indicated fonrndncM, 
■m^aace, or vanity. He took his ehwe in do*- 
•ranatica, bat aot toon than belonged to him ; bb4 
listened, with mpeieoit attention and dtfeMnce, on 
ViMectslrhm nuwanttrfedacationdesriredhte 
^themeaHoflnfonnatira. If then had beeo a 
%tde-monr of gentlenMs and aeeonmodiAlon in Us 
temper,' he wonM, I think, have been still miwe 
nteresling ; bnt he had been accustomed to give 
4awin tbe'cirGleof Ina ordmaTyac4{aaintaiice; and 
4ds dread of anything approadiing to meanness er 
servility, rendered his manner somewiiat decided 
u 2 
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and hard. Nothing, periitfM, wu more renwriolM 
among big Tariona MtaBmenU titan tbe flnencyr 
■nd precision, and originality of hia language, wh^ 
bespoke in company, more particular^ as he aim-> 
ed St parity in bu tam of expreniMi, and sToidedf 
more mecessfnlly than moat Sootchmoi, the pecn* 
liwitiea of Seottiah phraseology. At thia tinte, 
Bnnu'B proapecta in life were lo extremely g^my^ 
that be bad eerionely fcumed a plan of going ont 
to Juaaica in a Tory bumble sitaation, not, faow- 
erver, witbont humining tint bia want of patrauga 
tdianid force him to think of a project ao lepngnaal; 
to his feelings, wben his ambition mmed at no ni^i* 
er an (Aject than the station of an exciaenuua off 
ganger in bis own coontry." 

11m prorinrial applause of his pablicatira, and 
tbe coBseqneDt notice of bis anperiora, howerer flat* 
teiii^ such tbii^ mnat Iutb been, were fer front 
aAnmistering aay essentia] relief to the urgent ne* 
ceasitiea <rf Banu's situation. Very Portly after 
Ua fim Tisit to Catrkte, when be met irith tba 
young and amiable Basil Lord Daar, whoae poo* 
deacenritm and bindneas on tbe occasion be cele? 
Iwatee in some well-known venea, we find tbe poet 
writii^ tolus friend, Mr A^cen oif A^ in tbe foU 
lowing Mtd atiain:— "Ibave beenfe^i^ all tba 
TariouB rotations and morements witbin reqvecting 
tbe exdse. Iliere are mmiy tiunga plead MroBg^ 
apinst it ; dw uncertainty of getting aeon into bUr 
sness, tbe conaequenoes of my follies, iriuch nuy 
mrhaps make it impracdcable for me to stay at 
imme ; and boaidee, I baTe for some tiaM beea 



which yon pretty well Iciiaw— 4lie pang of disiq*;- 
pointment, tlie aUng o( [Hide, with same wandering 
stabs of remorse, which never fail to settle on my 
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MUk, UtQ vnhnKM, when attenlioii w not cdled 
Mwmy by tbe calls chT aociety, or the TBgarieB of ^ 
imnae. £vaiiii the bonrof Hwial iiiirtfa,v:iy giwty 
is the nwdneas t^ an intoxicBted cruDmal uncler ^ 
bands of the executioner. All thaw kmods' urge 
one to go abnMd ; and to all these reaatna I bare 
•«Mily one answer — the feelings of a father. This, in 
the preaent mood I am in, oyecbalanoea ererf- 
auag that can be laid in the scale against it," 

He proceeda to eayi that' he claims no right to 
complaui. " The world has in general been Jiind 
■to me, fully np to my deserts. I was for eoraa 
-time past fast getting into die pining distrtuth) 
anarl of the misanthrope. I saw myself alone, nn- 
'fit for tbe Btm^le of life, shrinking at every rismg 
jiond ifl tbe cbsnce'directed atiooapbeie of fortone, 
while, all defenceless, I loglicd aboat in rain ht * 
coyer. It never occnrred to me, at least never with 
the force it deserved, that this world is a bosy 
acene, and man a creature destined for a progrea- 
nve struggle ; and that, however J might possess a 
wann beut, and iiwrffensive mannwa (whicb last, 
by the by, was rather more than I coold well 
boaat) still, more than these passive qualities, there 
waa something to be done. When all my scbool- 
-ftllom and vonthfal compeer* were itrUung off, 
vith etga oope and earnest intent) on aoma 
we or other of the many paths of busy life, I wrs 
.' standing idle in the market-place,' or only left 
. tbe chase of tbe Uitlerfly from flower to flower, to 
lunt fancy from whim to whim. You see, sir, that 
if to knoto one's enors, were a probability of rnend' 
iittg them, I stand a &ir chance ; bat, according t9 
■ tfaft revw«od Westnuusler divines, though convici 
-tion mwt precede couversion, it is very far irom 
jUw»jn implying it," 
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Intbami^tof aU Ae diBtoeaseBf^tbbjlenbdbf 
«(npeme, Bnn>afo«DdtiDM,aBlie'tcllB'Mr Aike^ 
for aotae " Tagariea ai the mase;" anid one or two 
of these may danrre to be BotMed hawr ■■> 'thiov- 
ing %fat oa hi* pereond <k,iuMUUiif dning t^ 
Ast lamiBer of ma fame. Tbe fcaxa'wpptand.in 
July, and one of tbe fiiit [tersoBS of tiqieror cobi- 
4&ti(m (Gilbert, indeed, •arsCfic&M) who conrtM 
lus acquuntaDce in couae^AaKce of hXnog read 
tbem, ifw Mxa Stewart ' of .^lair, a beastifnl and 
ftccompliahed \ady. Bnme preaented her uq thta 
«cca8i(w with some MSS. aongs ; and among, the 
reat, with one iii which her own. charms wqre. ce- 
lebrated hi that warm atiun of complintent which 
jfBi poet sedma to hare all along conaid^ed the 
molt proper to be naed whenever iair lady wm t« 
be addreisaed in rhyme. 

" Fl^w geaiij, tweit Aftaa, titocmif tin gBtai bnety , 

Flolr paiilj, I'll sing' thee a ntng m my piuw : 
Kj Maiy'f asleep by tliy murmuiing iireuii, 

. n .!_ Afton, dtalnrb not her dr — ' 

__.._ _. ..^^^ 

. It was m the a^ni^ of the same ye«, tint life 
had hsppeited, in Ae oourae of an ereaing ramkto 
on tbe budcs of the Ayr, to meet whh a yoong 
aad torely unmarried lady, <rf the &mily of Alex- 
ander of Ballamyle ; and now (Sept. 1766) em- 
boldened, we are to snpnose, by the. reception 
his Tolame bad met with, De enclosed to bet some 
versei, which he had written ia commenoratioii 
of that pessti^ glimpse of her besaty, and CM- 
neitcd ia ^ etxtau of Inxmioiu tervoar, wliA^ ceT- 
tunly, coming fivm a man of Buna's Btatiotf and 
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>;1iarBcler, nnit liaTe sounded T«ry'stru)gely m k 
delicate m^deo'i e&r, 

*' Oh, bad ihe Iweti a eoontry m^. 

And I tha btpp; coontrj twin, 
Thoogh ihfltu'd in tb« lo*«8t die], . 

Thkt era tose an Scoiis'i plain I 
TbTDUgh weaij winter's wind and tiud, 

Wlih }Oj, with Taptare, I would toll, ^ 

And nigtatiy to mj betam imio 
The boDDr Imi of BalkicbmjlB." 
BnnH ia said by Allan Oamunj^ain to hare re^ 
'Bented bitterly the lilence ID wliieh Miu Alexander 
receired thia tribtit« to ber cfaanDs. 1 suppiwe wa 
may account for bit over teDderaeM to young la- 
diea in pret^ mncb the aaine way tbat ProfeeBtv 
-I>iq;ald Stewart does, is tbe letter abore quoted 
for " a certain want of gentleness" in bis mediod 
of addressing persons of bis own sex. His rustic 
experience among tbe lair conld here had no ten- 
dency to wbiaper tbe lesson of reserve. 

The enlamn of tbia eventful year was now dnw- 
ing to a close, and Bums, who bad already linger- 
ed thrge months in the hope, which be now con- 
ridered Tain, of an ezrase appointment, perceived 
tbat another' year must be lost ahc^Uier, unless 
be made up his mind, and secured bis passage to 
^be West Indies. Tbe Kihnamock edition (^ bis 
-poems was, however, nearly eibansted ; and btk 
'friends encouraged him to produce another at tbe 
same place, wiu the view of equipping himself tbb 
'better for tbe necessities of his voy^e. But thk 
printer at Kilmarnock would not nndertake the 
new impression unless Burns adnmced tbe price 
of tbe paper required for it ; and with this demand 
Ae poet had no means of complying. Mr Ballan- 
tyne) tbe chief magisti^te of A^, (tk same geul»- 
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xatD tovboiaiiiafotmoafbeTteaSrigs^Aj/r 
was afterfrards inscribed,) .oSer^ to fiiniufa tkie 
money; and probably this kind offer would have 
been accepted. BsH-era ibis itetter conld be ar> 
ranged, the proapects of the poet were^ in a very 
nnexpected manner, altered and improred. 

Bams WiCrit to pay a parting risit to Dr Lanrie, 
minister of Loudoiin, a gentleman from whom, and 
his accomplished family, he had pienovity recM- 
Ted many kiiid attentions. After taking fitrewell 
Jtf. t^'bawnileiit eii^Vitht pMt p4nMdc4i aa 
tbe night ww i^ttiogist " M Caa*«y hii chMi" M 
Immyh " ap &ir cm the road to'GreanockuVhwP 
Jm wm to embuk ia « few idnya fer Ant^wk" 
■Aai it wai nadw theweiKbisMui^ that hp eona- 
jKWed tbeaongiilreluly referred %a, wlncblfe ateua 
M hia farendl dirge ta his native Itnd^ aai whi^ 
ends tbu ^r- 

>*^ EWeweB, <U CaHi's liHb and iMm, 
Ha hndir nun* and wtnMttg ndaa, 
Th» MMqn whqiw VKtdwd^ fiwr nna, 
. FanuiDK put uabappj loT«a> 
FaTewdl, my frieDcltl faieweU, mt foe* f 
'My peaoB wtih ihew — aij lore via thoib- 
The buiMlng te«ii m; beUt dsclan, 
Fatair^ die iNHUif buk* af Aja" 

Dr Lanrie lad givra Bnina minch good i;oina^ 
jad wbat comfort he could, at parting ; bat pn^ 
'd«idy and nothing of on effort wlucb ne had pr«- 
viouly made in his behalf. He had sent a et^y «f 
the poemsj with a aketch of the author's hialorT> 
to hie fHend Dr Tbomae Blacklock of £diiib«^> 
with a leq neat thM be would introdnce both to, the 
notice oi thcwe pcratms whose opinion) were M the 
-time tiofit liatened to in regard lo literary predoo- 
■tima in Scotland, in tb« hope that, i»y thdr jnlet- 
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ffiHion, B«m* tt^t y^i b« rmcned firom the n«w 
oMHlty of flspMffKting htmieif. DrBlscklock'sui-' 
Mver-re*oked Dr I«arie tL day ftr two «^r Barns' 
bod nmle hie viait, and compmed bis dirge ; aod it' 
wia taot y>et toA late. Lftnrie fM^wanled it imme- 
diMety To Mr GBvin Hamilton^ wko csiried it to 
BebB. It b SB foHcnrs i — 
' "1 ought to have ackno«le()g;ed your farenr long 
agc^ not only aa a testiraony of yonr kind remem- 
bisBce, bttlftsit gRve m« an Of^oifDUityof ibantig' 
rate of ibq finest, tend perlups one oftbe most ge- 
nnine entertBinments of whkh the human mind is' 
susceptible. A nnttiber Of avocBticms retarded my 
progresa hi reading tfte poems ; at last, however; I 
nave finished ^atpleeaingperosal. Many instances 
kralseen ofNatnre'sfiM'ce or beneficence exerted" 
ttnder nnmerons andformidable diBadnuitages ; bnt 
Acme equal to ^t vitb wiiieh yon bare been kind 
•nOngfa to present me. There is a pathos snd deli-^ 
cacyinhiaserionapoems, BYeinof wit and bnmotir' 
fa tAose of A more festive tnm, whtrb cannot W too 
mach&dmired,nor too warmly &ppT«Ted;&ndItblDk 
I riisU never open the hook witoout feeling my as-' 
tMudnamt renewed and incressed: It w«8 my: 
wish to have expressed my spprobatlon in Terse ;- 
hnt whether from declining life, or a temporary 
depression of ^irits, it is at pteaetat out of my 
power to accom^sh that agreeable intention. 

"Mr Stewart, Professor of Morals ill this Univer- 
rity, had formerly readme three of the poems, and 
I had desired him to get my name inserted among 
the snbsmbers; bnt whether this was done, or 
not, I never could learn. I have Utile interconrse 
vitli Dr Blair, but wilttake care to have tbe poema 
conummicated to him by the intervention of some 
nratual ftiend. It has been told me by a gentle- 
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mu, la wbeni I ahow^ ik9 pttfonuuKea, and 

iriiOMnigfat a copy with dil%a>ce Md ■rdoiir,tfiU 
tbe whole imprenioD is ftlresdy exbauteiL It wen, 
therefore, much to be wished, for tbe sftke of tha 
young tnao, that a second edition, more muDtfoiw 
than the fonneri could immediately be pnnted:. 
ss it appears certun that its intrinnc merit, and 
the enertion of tbe anthor'a friends, mirfat gire it a 
more anirersal circulation than anyUung of the- 
kiod which baa be«a publiifaed in my memory." * 
We hare already seen wiUt wbat surprise and 
delight Bnma read this generona letter. Although 
he had ere this converBed with more than one pw* 
son of establiabed literary reputation, and reiceired 
from them attentions, for which be was erer after 
grateful, — the despondency of his spirit appeaia 
to have remained as dark tta ever, up to the very 
hour when hia landlord produced Dr Blacklock'a 
letter ; and oae may be pardoned for fancying, 
that in bis Viaion, be bae himself fnmisbed no un- 
faithful representation of the manner in which hat 
was spending what be looked on as one of tbe last 
joigbta, if not the very last, he was to pass at Moaa- 
f^d, when the friendly Hamilton unexpectedly ei^ 
tered ihn melandioly dwelling, 

" Ttwte, Uody by tbe ingle^chtek 
I nt sod efid tbe ipeiriiig mk. 
That OllM, ni' boul.prarokiiig reek. 



And bmd tbe rettles* ratune 



The Bold cIa;-bigrio', 
•ties* ratunt iqaMk 
Abont tbe liggin'i 



Google 
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, - All In ibia mouie mliik dime, 

I backward mnnd on wMced time, 
How I hkd ipenl xay piullifu' jniow. 
An' done nu thing. 
Bat ttiiti^' blethen up in itinoe 
For foolg to ijl^. 

. Had I to gade advice but harklt, 

< I nHght bj this hae led a market, 

Or itnittd in a bank an' claikit 

Mj caah-Kcount, 
WhUe hare, balf-mad, half-fed, half-4«rktt, 

. " Dodoc Blttcklock," sajra Bums, " belonged 
to a Bet of critics, for whose applause I had not 
dared to h^. Hh (pinion that I wgnld meet 
with eDcooragement in Edinburgh, fired me bo- 
mnch, that away I posted for that city, wiUiont a 
single Bcqnuntonce, or a siogte letter of iutroduc- 
tion. The baneful star that had so long shed ila. 
Uftstii^ influence in mv senith, ifor once mode %■ 
rerolntian to the nadir.' * 

- Two oi the hit^^phera of Bums hare hsd the 
^vantage of Hpeakiog from personal knowledge <^ 
dw excellent man whose interpoaiiion was tbns- 
aerriceable. " It wsa a fortunate cironmstance," 
Bays Walker, " that tbe person whom Dr Lanrie 
ig^Ked to, nerely becanae be was the only (»ifr 
gi hia.lHersry acqnaiiitanccfl with whom be chose; 
to use that freedom, happened also to be Hao per-, 
aon belt qualified ,to Knder tlie application raccess' 
iaX. Dr Bladdock was an enthusiast is his ad< 
nurvUon of an art which he hacl practued hinw^, 
with jqiplanse. He felt the claims of a poet with 
a pat«nial sympathy, and be had iB.hu CMHtifia' 

' • Letter to HopiA ,~ . 



tion a undenteaa bOcI senriMlily that woolil have 
engaged liis beneficence for a youth in the circam- 
atancea of Biitds, erea iLongh he had not been in- , 
debted to him for ^e delight whldi be xeCNved 
from his works ; for if the young men were ena- 
merated whom he drew from obacnrity, and ena- 
bled by edacation to advance themselrea io life, 
the ratalt^ae would naturally excite Borpme. . . . 
He woa not of a diapontifni to act as Walpole did 
to ChattertoD ; to diBconrage. with feeble praise, 
and to shift off the trouble of future patronage, 
b^ bidding him relinqnish poetry, and ibind His 
pl«igh."* 

: " There waa nerer, pei^pa," thoa speaks the 
oRfbrtanate Hm>n, whose own anroerited Mrrows- 
lad snl&nngB wonld not have left so dark a stain «B 
Ae literary hiatory of Scotiaod, had the kind sjurit 
(rf Blaoklodc been common among his lettered 
c*iaitryiae»-^" There was never, petii^s, ooe- 
among all mankind whom'yon misfat more tndy: 
bBV8 oalled an angel vpon e^rA than Dr Blaek- 
lock. He was gniMeaa and innorantaa a child): 
yet endowed with manly aagiwity nd peoetnttion.. 
Hn bent w«a a perpetBal ifni^'ctf-benqpi^.: 
His feelings were all trnqbliBgly alitie.to the sow 
of the sabUnM^ the beantifbl, tbe tender, the piooa, - 
thevimoM.' Poetry waa to Um the dnV solace' 
of perpetual brmdnesa," 

Svcb waa tbe amiiMe old man, wbeae life Hae- 
kfloEle haa written, and «n whom Johnson '^'look- 
ed with rererence."f The writings of Blatilock 

L p.9. ■ 



■re foq^ten, (thoo^ whim of Ma m^s In tke 
Mvseum deserve anotber &te,) Init the meBtary of 
bn Ttrtnes will not pus ftway nntil nuankind utftll 
have ceaaed to ayropatbize with the fortonea of 
Gemna, and to ^ipradaSe the. poetry of Bunia. 

Be vM origiaallf > foai Kholu hlouelf. I looked on 
him with iGTerence.*'' hel&i U> Mn Tlinle. Edinbuigb, 
Aaguit 17i 1773- 






"Edlul acotia-* 4>rlinf hMI 

Aa ball tbv palaon uid toWn, 
Wban oao* bMMMh a moiurch« h 



Wnm marklof wIMIr-aoattorNl flotrta, 

Ai on the banlu of A/r 1 itravd, 
And aln^Dgi long, the flDEerlu bonn. 



THEai is an old Scottbh ballad whicli b^iaa 
■* A* I came In bj Gknap, 

And she bade me cheer up mj heut, 
For the beat of tnj dayi was comli^.'* 

This stanza was one of Boms's bvomito quota- 
tionB ; and be told a friend* many yean afterwards 
that he remembered humming it tobim8elf,oTerand 
over, on hia way from Mos^el to Edinbnrgfa. 
Perhaps the excellent Blacklock might not have 
been particularly flattered with the drcnmBtance 
bad it reached his ears. 

Although he repaired to th« rapital wiA mcfa 
slertneas, solely in consequence of Blacklock's tet- 
ter to Dr Laurie, it appears that he allowed some 
weeks to pass ere he presented himself to the doc- 
tor's personal notice.-|- Ho foimd eeveral of hia 

■ David Maccniloch, Esq., brother to AidwdJ. 

■f- Bums reached Edinburgh befbre ihe end of Novem- 
ber, and vet Di Laurie's letter, (Oeteral CorTcspondenca, 
lu 37,) admanithing him lo wait cm Blacklock, is dated 
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fid Aj^lAiFD. Kqni&ataic«fl cmUiIBsbaa.w Bdto- 
bni^h, and, I suppow, felt hiautU coastouned to 

rbmdf *p for b hntS ifaee to dteJi eocatty. 
pnnt«d} howereTi withmil delay, tt jtro^wotwi 
^K second editioii of hi* poen»i wmI boiw ioM*- 
ijict4 by Mi Dalrynple of Orangefi^ lo ttie Exd 
of Gleaoain, that amiible nobleman ranJy pen- 
aoaded Cjreeoh, diea Ae cUef boricHUer in £d^ 
Jmigli, (who had attatded lua sob as .tntvelluii^ 
Jstor.) to OMlatidM tb« pabbeatidB. The H«- 
penrable Henry I^nkiiie, Dean of the Fwc^tj of 
Adroeates, the raost agieeaU* of compaaii^, and 
tbe HHwt benignant of wits, took boa abo, aa the 
Boet eXpmaes it, " nndet- hi« wing." The ' kind 
placklock received bim witb all the warmth of pa» 
letnid -afection wben be did wait on i6w, and in> 
ttodnoed him to Dr Blair, and other eminent t» 
UnUi i Us tnbecdptiou lists were soon filled i Lord 
GleOcairn mttde interest witb ihe CaledoAint jEinn^ 
(sB mtoaslAsn of tfa6 mart distingnHbed memben 
it the nor^em ariatocncy,^ to seeept the dedtca* 
tko of die fartbcoming editioui and to sobsenbe 
(Bdiridnally for copies, Sereral Bc4>lemen^esped> 
idly of ^ west ^ Scottaod, came forward with 
snbecription-iBOBeyB coauderably beyond the oanal 
nte< In to small a capital, whore everybody knows 
ererybOdyi ihuS whicn becomes a 'broimte topic itt 
one leading circle of society, soon exdtes an imV 
TOraal iutereef; and before Boms bad been a fort* 
night in Edinburgh, we find him writing to bis 
euniest patron, Gavin Hamilton, in dieae terms >-* 
f Fiw my own dhirs, I am in a fairway of her 
coating as emineot as Thomas a Kempis ex JiAct 
Bnnysn ; and ynn may e^eot faenccfiMth to mo 
my birthday inscribed ammg the wondnM evonta 
in t))e Poor Robin and AberdeHi Abmnackt, 
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-tJoDg wiA the Black Montkif, «nd die &ai^ 

'of BathweU Bridge." 

It wUI erer be lemembered, to the hononr of tba 
ntu irtio at ihtt period held the highest plac»iii 
the imi^iiuitire Uteratnre of Scotland, that he WM 
the fint yAo came forward to %vow in print hla 
-adntiialaoB of the genios and his wann interest in 
-the fiirtnaea of the poet. Distingnished as hia otrn 
mitingB are by the refinemenU of classical art^ 
Mr Heniy Mack^ine wm, tatnnatdy for Bimw^ 
a maa (rf liberal genius, as well as polished taM«i 
and he, in whose own pi^iea eome of the beet 
nodda of elidwrste elegance will ever be recog- 
waed, was among the fint to feel, and the fint 
to stake bis own repatation on the public avowal, 
that lie Ayrthin Plmtghman belonged to the 
4KdeF fA beii^, vriioee priniege it is to utatdi 
graces " beyoad the reach of an." It is bnt a nm- 
liBchoty bnsineaa to trace among the records of 
literary history, the manner in which meet great 
n^in^ graioses hare been greeted on their fint 
appeals to the world, by the contempwary v- 
hiUm of taUe ; coldly and timidly indeed have 
tke eympatUea of professional criticism flowed on 
BMMrt such occan<ms in past times and in die pre- 
sent: Bnt the reception of Boms was worthy of 
Ae Man <f FetUng. Af^r allndieg to the pro- 
vincial circolMion and repatation of his poems,* 
" I hope," said The Lounger, " I shall not he 
tbonght to assume too much, if I endeavour to 
place him in a higher point of view, to call for a 
verdict of hie coiutry on the merits of his wotks,' 
and to claim for bim those hononrs which thetr 
•xeelleace appears to deserve. In mentioning the 

• The Lounger f«r SatutOif, Decenber 9, ITSff.- 
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atcmwataaiai of hia htuabla aWSenf I niuii nM lo 
leat his pretenuoiu solel3r on tliiu; titk, w to vrga 
the aientB of hot poetry, nhen oouaidwed in reltt- 
tion to the knraew of his birtli, and the little op^ 
porttmitr of improTemenl wMdi hia edncatioa 
conld afford, Theae partienlare, indeed, miut ex- 
ate our wonder at his prodnctioiiB ; bat his poetry,' 
coneidered abstractedly, and withoat the apolo- 
gies aiising from his ntoation, seems to me Ailly en* 
titled to command on feelii^a, and to obtain oni; 

l^tplsase." After quoting varieos pass- 

■gea, in some of 'which his leadera " raoat dieco.^ 
vcr a hi^ tone of feeling, and power, and energy 
of flXfavasion, perticnlarly and atnxigly character- 
istic of the mind and the voice of a poet," and otha« 
am sboiring *' the power of genios, not lest admi* 
rable in tracing the mannecs, than in painting thei 
paMiona, or in drawing the scenery of natnre,'! 
and " withwbat uDCommon p^MtndoD and sagaci- 
ty tins bea^^o-taiq^t plowiluniii, from his fanmUtf 
rad unlettered conditMn, had locked on men and 
raamien," the critic oondoded wilh an eloqnent 
appeal in bdialf of the poet peraonally: " To re^ 
pair," said he, " the wrong of anfiering or Delect- 
ed merit ; to call frnth geniaa Iroaa we obacarity 
in which it had pined indwnsnl, and place il 
wbece it may profit or deH^ the worliU-theso 
are exertions which gire to wealth an enviable 
■meriorityT to greatness and to patronage a land- 
aUetffide." ' ' 

We all know bow the serkrtis pan of this ap- 
peal was ultimately attended to ; hot, in the mean^ 
-time, whatever gratification each a mind as lri» 
could derire from the blandishments of the friir, 
the condescension of the noble, and the flaUeiiea 
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. " I wa»i.iir," dull iPMle 'BnTMi.toiOM «f Ut 
AynUra pfttrcuHk* a itwdMfaatttK the Lamtger 
^feared, — " I mx, vhan fast hoBcnrcd intb 
}r»fir notice, too obacnre^ ii«w I trcublej Iw*. I 
^benld be rained iry farang dragged too RtMUenlni 
mto the glan of pelit* aadleantcd obwmtieii;] 
and he eondiidwtlwwDMletttt frith .aaoiokoa^ 
piwer far. " btttter barilfa andnwre gnrita.^ 
. Two srllvee melu latA) we. find him witiqg 
■AfoUomir— "(JwHiai?JL4i, 1787.) I iveet W.« 
S1«MB Loils«yeaterB%ht, wiiMe die Mi W. Gmnd* 
maata Charteria aad ill tfae QondXiodga «(■ Ssob 
Imd TuH«d. Tbe laeeiii^ laa nxtatxoan and ekr 
gmtt. alltheidi&iMBtlod^eftab9iiltowBW«c»^i»t 
•ent ia all ihm povp. Tbe Graod Maater, who 
praeided with gmt.Beleimily, amcmg other gns* 
nk t4wat8 gare ' CiJedflDia aad Cakdoma'a bazdi 

Brotbet B- ',' whit^ rang dmMgb tbe wbola aa* 

•ttilUy with UHltiplted baiwiin aiod repeKtod.aet 
«liun«tMn8, AaJ h«d no tdeatReh-a tl^QgwoiU 
happen, I waa downri^thvad^vtnich.: awl U«a»n 
bUfl^ ia erery nerve, made, the beet ntnin in nv 
power, ijutt m I had firaabcd, oaaof. the GnUid 
Officers said, so loud that I ^tdd bear, widi » 
meat comforting accent * rny wdi indeed)' lAich 
aet me sonetbing to ligbta fgam." 
. And a few WMka later atiU, be is tima addma* 
ed by one of hia {Ad asaodateg who was jneditb 
tiag a riait to Edinbmgh. . ^ By«U acoannts, it 
will be a dfficuh matin- to get a aigfat of tihi af 
all,nsleas jroor compaAjris b^oke awedc before^ 
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liand. There are great rnmoniB here of yotr intU 
nacr with the Ducbeas of Gordon, and Other It- 
dies of diatinction. I Rm really told tbab ' 

' Cudi to invite, fly bj tbouuD^i each n^t :* , - 

and if you had one, there would also, I sup* 
pose, be * bribes for your old secretary.* I ob- 
serve yon are resolved to make hay while the euit 
BhiuN, and avoid, if possible, the fate of poor Fer^ 
[^uson. Quarenda pecunia pritnum at — Vtrtut 
poa nummos, is a good maiim to thrive by. Yoii 
seemed to despise it while in this country; but, 
probably, some philosophers in Edinburgh -hay^ 
taught you better sense." ' 

In this prond career, however, the papular idel 
needed no slave to whisper whence he had risei^ 
and vhidier be waa to return in the ebb of the 
spring-tide of fortune.' His " prophetic' soul" vfai 
prob^ly famished with -a sufficient memento 
every night — when, irom the soft homage of gliti 
termg saloons, or the tumultuous applause of coni 
Vivid assemblies, he made tiis retreat' to the hum* 
Me garret of a writer's apprentice, a native rf 
Manchtine, and as poor as himself, whose only bed 
" Caledonia's Bard ' was fain to partake through^ 
out this triumphant winter.* ' 

He bore all his honours in a manner worthy rf 
faimaelf ; and of this the t«stimonies are to nitfne- 

* " Old Mr Hichmond of Mauehliae, told me that Barul^ 
ipmt'tfae fint winter of bis reddcnce in Bdinbunh, in hii 
lodgingi. They tlept in the urn* bad, uid lud oaly dim 
raan. It »u in the hoiue of a Mn C«riW( Butler's 
Quae, lABimiBrlcet, Snt scale-auii on the left land id 
going down, flnt door in the stair." I qnofe from ■ letter 
of Mt R. Chsmben, the diligent loc^l nntiqaiiy of £dill> 
buigh. to whom Io«t nupy qlitlgali(itu. ' 
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roMi ' dMt' 4be Mly diffi^vby Ii that of sdetrtii^ 
^ Xho (ilenttoiw be receired," B»;s:,Mr pngald 
Stewart,' " from all raaks and descriptions of p«r- 
•ona. were snch aa woold hare tnnied any head 
but ms own. I cannot say that I ookAA petceive 
fay nnfavoanhle efiect which, they .left ■oD' bis 
inind. He retained the same eimpUdty of mail- 
men and appearaace which had etnick me so for<- 
a\Af when I first saw him in the country ; nor did 
fm Beem to feel any additional aelf-ixnpottance from 
the nomber and rank of his new acqnaiatancg." . 

Ftefeeior Walker, who met bim, for the first 
^a, early in the same season, at tffeakfast in Dr 
Bladciock's hoose, has ihne recorded his impres^ 
uoAS i— " I was not moch atmck with his first ap^ 
peaiance, as I had prenonslv beard it describe 
Hm peiMUf though atronff and well knit, and piacb 
pnp^ior to what might be expected in a plonch^ 
jaua, was etUl rather cratse m its ontUne. Hia 
ptatnra, bma want i^ setting np, appeared to ba 
poly of the middle siae, bnt was rather above it. 
His motions were firm and dedded, and tboo^ 
whboat any pretenaionato gracct were at the same 
time eo free from clowniah constraint) as to shcnr 
that he had not always been confined to the society 
<tf^biB profeaaiob. Hia countenance was not of 
that eleguit cast, which is most freqnent amimg 
the upperiuka, bat it waa manly and intdligeatf 
and marked by a tbeaghtful granty which shaded 
at times into atemoess. In ms lai^ dark eye the 
piost striking index of bis genius resided. It waf 
full of mind ; and would hara been singularly eb 
pKSsirer imd» the management of one who eorid 
employ it with more art, for &b purpose of ex- 
pimuon, 

" He was plainly, bnt pnq;terly dr^sted, in a style 
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811$ that oF the company vith which he now as- 
Boraatetf. His Vhck hair, without powder,, at k 
tbtie when it was very generally wom, was lied 
behind, and spread upon his forehead. Up<»l the 
lAole, from hia peraoD, physiognomy, and dress, 
had I met him near b seaport, and been reqnired 
tb giiesB his condition, I shbuld hare probably con- 
jectnrtid hhil to be the master of a therchant vesael' 
Of the most re^reetaUe cIbsbJ 

" In no part of hi» manner was there the slight- 
est degree of affectation, nor could « granger have 
mnpected, from -anything in hia behaviour or con- 
Vereation, that he had been f^' some months the' 
fftToorite Of UI the fashion^le dicl« of a metro- 
polis. 

« b conrersation he was powerfiil. Mis con- 
ceptions and ezpreasioD were of 'corresponding ti-. 
guar, eifd on alt aubjecta were as remote as posaibia 
fron^ common places.' Tbonefa- somewhat autho' 
ritatire, it'waa in a waywhico gave little ofience, 
dbd was- t^dHy in^tedto his inekpeiience in 
drove modes of sihootfaing dissent and softenings 
ibaertion, which are im]jortant characteristics of 
Dolishdd' manners. ' After breakfast I requested 
Mm-tocomrnnnicate some of Msunpoblished pieces, 
and. he r^piced hia teewell song to the Bxnlu of 
Ayr, ratrodacing H with a de8criptioih«f tbe dr* 
enmstances in which it was cttw^^Md, more stri« 
khig than the poem Haelf. ' 

" 1 paid particnliir atteiation to his recitatioo, 
which Wits plain, slow, articulate, and forcible, bn^ 
withbnt any eloquence or art. He did not alwaya 
hy the cMpharis witii'propriety,.noi did he bo- 
monr ti)? sentiment by. tiie Tarii ' ' ' ' ' 

He wad itandii^, dming the t 
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btwRfdi the iriadow, to wbicb, Ntd not to h» la— 
ditOMi be directed hie eyft— 4lnH depriving himself ^ 
«f tuy addiUonal eKct which the langnage of hts 
composiljoa might hare horrowed from the laa— 
gosge of bis countenance. In this he resembled; 
die genendity of Bingers in ordinary company, wht;^ 
ta ^nn any charge of affectation, nitbdraw all 
meaubg from their featnrea, and lose the adran-- 
tage by which vocaj perfonoera on the itage anz- 
ment the impression, and give energy to the sentt-, 
ment of the song. 

■■ The day after my fiiat introdaction to Bum^. 
I Bupped in company with him at Dr Blair's. The 
other guests were very fewg and as each had been, 
invited chiefly to have an opportunity of meeting, 
with the poet, the Doctor endearoured to drav 
him out, and to make him the central figure erf the' 
group. Though he therefore furnished the greatest, 
proportion of the converaation, he did no mora 
than what he saw eridendy was expected." * 

To these reminiscences I shall now add tboee 
of one who is not hkely to be beard nnwillingly 
on any subject ; and — yonof as be mu in 1786-— 
on few sobjecta, I think, with greater interest than 
the personal mpearance and conversation of Ro- 
bert BoroB. Tbe following is an ezfract from & 
. ktter of Sir Walter Scott i— 
. <( As for Burns, I may truly say, Virffiliv» 
vidi tantttm. I was a lyd of fifteen in 1786-7,. 
when he came first to Edinburgh, but had seosa 
and feeling enough to be much interested in 
hia poetry, and would hare girea the world ta 
know him; but I bad very little acquaintance witk 
any literary people, and sdll le» with the g«Dby 

* M«Ri«oD'B Bunu, ToL L pp. IxaL IsiU. 
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of the west counuv, the two sets tbat he mou 
freqnenKd. Mr liioiaBB Grieraoa was at that 
time a clerk of my &ther'g. He knew Burn% 
and promised to aak him to bis lodgings to din- 
ner, bnt had no oppontmity to keep his word; 
otberwiae I might have seen more of this distin- 
guished man. As it was, I saw him one day at 
the late venerable Professor Fergnsson's, whefe 
there were serera] gentlemen of literary repntatioi^ 
among whom I remember the celebrated Mr Du- 
gald Stewart Of conrse we yonngsters sate silent^ 
looked, and listened. The only thing I remember 
which was remarkable in Duma's manner, was tlie 
effect produced upon him by a print of Bonhnry's^ 
representing a soldier lying dead on the snow, bit 
dc^ sitting in misery on one side, — on the otbn', 
bis widow, with a d>ild in her arms. Xbeae lines 
were written beneath, — 

■ Cold on Csnsdlsn hilli, or Muidcn's plain, 
Perhsp* thkt parent wepl bei ■oldkr sUin — 
Vtat a'ttt ha babe, her btc diuolved in dew. 
The Via diopi, miDgUns with the milk he di<w, 
OsTC uie isd presage of hia future yeas. 
The child of miieiy bsptiied in taan.' 

" Bnms seemed much affected by tbe print, -or 
latber the ideas which it suggested to his mind. 
He actually shed tears. He asked whose the lines 
were, and it chanced that nobody but piyself re* 
membered that they occur in a baif-forgott^ porai 
of I^trnghome's, called by the unpromising tide of 
|rhe Joadce of Peace. I whispered my infwma- 
tion to a friend present, who mentioned it to 
Bnma, who rewarded me with a look and a word« 
which, thongh of mere civility, I then reccivedt 
and still recollect, with very great pleaaiire> . „ 
' " His person was strong and robust ; his man- 
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Mra iw^o, not dolmish ; a sort of digaified plain- 
eew and Mraplidty, which received port of ita ef- 
hct, petliBpa, &om one's knowledge of his extraoN 
dinsry talents. His fe&tnres are repreaented in 
Mr Nasnyth'a picture, bnt to me it conreys thd 
idea, that they are dirabished as if seen in perapec- 
tire. I think his couDteaance was more maasire 
than it -looks in any of the portraits. I wonld have 
tycen the poet, had I not known what be was, for 
a Tciy sagacious country farmer of the old Scotch 
adtool, (■ e. none of your modern agricnltnrists, 
iriio keep laboarera for their drndgeiy, but the 
Houet yndeman who held his own plough. There 
aras a stnmg expression of sense and shrewdness 
in all his lineaments ; Ae eye alone, I think, indi- 
rated the poetical character and temperament. li 
WH Iai^,«ndof a dark cast, which glowed (I say 
literally gloioet^ when he spoke with feeling or 
interest. I nerer saw such another eye in a ha- 
man bead, though I have seen the moat distin- 
gnished men of my time. His conversation ex- 
pressed petfect selNconfidence, without the slight- 
est presiunption. Among the men who view the 
moBt learned of their time and country, he express- 
ed Idmaelf with perfect firmneaa, hot without the 
leAStintmsiTe forwardness; and when he differed in 
opinion, he did not hesitate to express it firmly, 
yet it ^ same time with modesty. I do not re- 
member any part of his cooTersation distinctly 
inongh to be quoted, nor did I ever see him againi 
except in the street, where he did not recognise 
me, as I could not expect he should. He was nmcb 
eareaaed in Edinbur^, but (considering what lite- 
lary emoluments have been since his day) the ef. 
foita laade for bis relief were extremely trifling. 
"I remember on this occasion I tnention,' I 



tliongltt Bnnu's BcqnEuiituiu witk Engjlith Poetiy; 
vfM riLtber limited, and also, that luTiiig twentJ^ 
^mes the abilities of Allan Ramsay and of Fet^o* 
B0n, he talked of them with too moch honiility u- 
bia modela ; th«re was, doubUesa, nstioaal pre^. 
lection in hia estimate. 

. " This is all I can tell yon about Bnroa. I bare, 
only to add, that his dr^ comg^toiided with hi^ 
manner. He was like a &rmei dressed in liia beat) 
to dine witb the XAird. I do not qieak in makm 
parteMx when I say, I never saw a man in company 
with his snperiora in station and information, mor» 
perfectly froe from eith« the re^ty or the afiec- 
iUion of embarraaanent, I was told, bnt did not 
obav* it, that his address to feraaks was ex* 
t^emely deferential, and always with a tnni either 
to the pathetic oi hunoroiui, which engaged their 
lUeotionpaHicnlarly. IbaTebeardthelateDncheaa- 
of Gordon remark this.— I do not know anyllung 
I can add to these ronJlectiona of tortf y«ci* 

Darkly aa the career of Soma ww destjn^d ta 
tenninate,-diere can be no doubt that he made bia 
first ^^earance at a period highly fimKUsbl* toti 
his reception as a Briti^ and espe^aUy s« a Scot*, 
tish poet^ Nearly fony years had e)^>aed since tb» 
death of Thomson: — Collins, Gray, Goldsmith, 
bad Buc^xsaively disappeared x-Dr Johnsm had 
belied the rich promise of hia early sppearanoe, and, 
confined himself to prose ; and Cowper had bard-t 
ly b^pin to be recognised as baring any considern 
able j^etensions to flit the long-racaitt throne i^ 
England. At boipe — without derogation from thft 
merits- either of Douglai or the Minttrd, be it 
said — men must have gone back at least tbreg 
CtiAbiries to find a Scottish poet at all entitled 



UQ Lira OF 

to be cmndered as of that fawb order to wUch 
the generoni criticisio of Mackenzie at once ad-' 
mitted " the Ayrshire Plongluiian." Of the fi>rm 
and garb of his compoeition, nmch, nnqneation- 
ably and ftTOwedly, was derived from lua mcve 
immediate predeceeson, Ramsay and Feignson : 
but there was a bold roastery of hand in his pic- 
tnresqne desonptions, to produce anything equal' 
to whidi it was necessary to recall the days td 
Chritf* Kirk on the Cfreen, and FieebkM to Oe 
Plc^ .- and in bis more solemn pieces, a depth of. 



iw^nralMm, and a maasire aiam of hi^ni^) 1 
iriuch Ae dialect of hia GOturtrr badbeeBaatni 
ger, at least noce " Dunbar uie Maekar." Hib 



Moses of Scotland had merer indeed been lileot ;' 
and the andent mtnatrelsy of the land, of wiiA a 
dender portion had as yet been committed to the 
aafeguard of the press, was handed from genera-' 
lion to generation, and preaerred, in many a frag-*' 
ment, fiudifol images oF the peculiar tendemeM, 
and peculiar faumom', (tf tbe national fancy and 
dnracter — precio«a lepreeentatiDna, which finma 
himself nerer surpassed in his happiest effiirta. But 
these were fragments ; and with a scanty handful 
of exceptions, the best of them, at least of the se-^ 
rions kind, were Terr ancient Among tbe num- 
berless tffmioBK of u>e Jacobite Muse, valuable as 
we now consider them for the record of mannera 
and er^ta, it would be difficult to point out balf-a- 
dozen sttuna, worthy, for poetical excellence alonet 
oS a place among the old chinhwH ballads of tbe 
Sotttten^ or even of the Higjilaiid Bordo*. G«i»* 
radons bad passed away nnce an^ Scottish poet fattd 
Sfmealed to tbe sympvbhies of ha countrymen in u 
lofW Scotch strain. 
' lie tlialeot itariC bad been baldly dealt with. 
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'^ H-yf mf op(iuo%" iai^ PfGwldeai " ihtit tfaew 
who, for almost a centnry, past, have written u^ 
Sfcotc^ AU)^ R^nuoyaot excepted, have Dot My 
dJMiinuBated th^ geauine idiom from its TaJgsrisma. 
Xbey Be«m to haf« acted a Rinular part to certain 
pnt^ded imitaton of Sp«iieer and Milton, wlia 
£iMulty imi^me iJiat they are copyii^ from thoM 
great med^ when they only numio- their antiqiia 
mode of spelling, their obecrfete tenna, cAid-tli^ ir^ 
OVfokr eonatroctiwiu." Andaldion^IcuuMtirsIi 
gaeas what the doctor oHisideied >s the irregnloe 
constractiam of Milton, there can be no donht of 
thd general jnatice of his olwervations. Ramsay 
and Fergasou were both men of hnmble condition, 
the latter of the meanest, the former of no very 
el^ant hd»te ; and tho dialect wMch had o^ca 
pU«B«d the ears of kings, who themselrea did itot . 
disdau to display ita powos and elegande* i& 
Yeise, did not come uutamiehed tLrougb their 
^Bad(. Fe^Bson, who was entirely town-bred, 
waells nx^e erf the Cowgate than of the conntry ; 
a»d pleawng as Bamsay's raatice are, he ippeara 
wtber to have observed the mrJace of raraf man- 
ners, in CBMul exenrsions to Fenycuilc and tbq 
HnsleT's Tryste, than to faaTo expreeaed the re- 
Bnlte of intimate luiowle«^ and aympuhy. His 
dialect was a somewhat inctBtgraona mixture of 
the Upper Ward of Lanark and the Lnckenbootfas ; 
wd be amid neUber write Eagliah venes, jua en- 
^aft English pfaraiecdogy on ^ Scotch, wilhont 
bctmying a lameotaUe want of skill in the nae t€ 
his inatnunenta. ' It was reaerred for Boms to in- 
tp^Mt the imnoBt bobI a( tba Soottiah-peannt in 
sil its moods, and in verse exqnintely and intcneely 
Scottish, witfaoDt degrading either his smtiments 
Of Us lasgnage with one ttmk of Tnlgaritv. Swib 
k3 
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ia the delicacy oF nttiTe taste, and tin p«wer of » 
mh' mascnliiw genioB. ' 

This is the more reui ath able, when we conrider 
that the di&lect of Boraa's tatxn cUstnct la, ia aU 
months bnt his own, a pecaliaiiy offennre me :— 
far remored fntn dmt of the faroorad districtB in 
which the ancient minstrday appean, with nre 
exceptions, to Itave been prodac«L Eren in On 
elder days, it eecms to have been prombial for 
its coaneness. Dnnbar, among oAer sarcaama on 
Ws (uitagoniat Kennedy, saya :— 

" I half 1^ me » pai' of I«thUne hippi 
S^ ttiia Ingli) mak, and mair peifyte, 
TbsQ thou CM blabber with tby Conlcl Ilppa ;" 

intd the Covenautert were not likely to mend it. 
TTw few poets" whom the weat of Scotland !»d 
prodnced m the old Ume, were all men of high coB- 
dition ; and who, of course, naed the hagwmgn, 
not of their own villagea, bnt of Htdyrood. Thek 
prodnctions, moreover, in bo ^ as they have beea 
prodnced, had nothing to do with the pecnliw cha- 
racter and feetinga of the men of the weat. As 
Bums himaelf haa aud, — " It ia aomewfaat singu- 
lar, that in Lanark, Renfrew, Ayr, &e. there is 
scarcely an old aoiig or tnne, which, from the tido, 
ttc.', can be gneased to belong to, or be the pro-' 
doction of, those counties." 

The history of Scottish literature, from the nnioB 
of the crowns to that of the kingdoms, has not 
yet been made the snbject erf any separate trwrk 

*SiiiliaaKcniwdr,naw, M(ialMiii«i7,Mid,iMnlalal*, 
UwbUkb of OUbotSald { 
" Wba bade d(c hnkr» »f AMria long tvaaoDd 
Tbt. fbaiMK diigt tl)st noun'd Ua AwndM bound." 
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at all wordiy of its hnportance ; nay, bowever 
Drftadi we are indebt«d to the learned labonre of 
Pinkerton, Irving^, and etben, eaongh of the gene- 
rai obscnritj of which Wsrton complamed etiH 
eiMitiinieai to ^ bo small discredit of go accom- 
{diabed a nation. Bnt how miserably die literature 
of die country was affected by the loss of the 
covot tmder whose immediate pamina^ it bad, in 
almost all preceding times, foond a measure - of 
protection toat will ererdo bonoar to the memory 
of the Dirfbrtanate bonee of Stnut, appears to be 
indicated with snificient plainness in the sing?e 
feet, that no man can point oat any Scottish author 
of the first tank in al) the long period which inter' ' 
vened between Bachanan and Hnme. The remo- 
Tal of the chief nobility and gentry, conseqnent on' 
the LegishtiTe Union, appeared to destroy onr 
last hopes as a sepsTBte nation, possessing a se- 
parate literatm-e of onr own ; nay, for a time, to 
Rare alt but estingni^ed the flame of intetlectBal 
exertion and ambition, L<nig torn and harassed 
by rel^ons and poUtical fends, this poople bad at 
uat heard, as many believed, the sentence of irre- 
mediable degradation pronoiuced by the lips of 
dteir own prince and peHiunent. The universal 
spirit <rf Scotland was hnmbted ; the nnhappy insnr- 
rections of l?15end 1745 revealed the Ml extent 
of her intemaj disnnion; and En^and took, in 
some respects, merciless advantage of the fellen. 

Time, however, passed on; and'Scottend re- 
covering at last from the blow which bad stntmed 
ber ener^es, began to vindicate her pretensions, 
in the only departments which had been left open 
to her,'with a zeal and a success which will ever 
distinguish one of the bri^test p^es of her his- 
tory.' -Dqtrived of every national hooom and^- 



tuicti«a'wVich it was pOBMble to niBove— all t^. 
liigh bisnclies of extenis] uukitiou lapped off,'— 
«iuik at laat, aa titea tbou^t, eSectnally into ^ 
province, willing to take law witb paiUTS submis- 
sion] in lett«c8 as wall ai ptdity, boat her power^ 
fill sister — tbe old kiogdom rerivedsaddeDlyiroBi 
her stupor, and once more aaseited her name in 
reclamations which England was compeUcd not 
onl^ to hear, but to applaud, and " wherewith all 
Europe rung from side to side," at tbe moment 
when a uatioDBl poet came foiward to profit by tha 
ledui of a thoasimd half-forgotten sympathies-— 
amidst tbe fall joy of a yn*i""al pride revived and 
re-established beyond the dream of hcqie. 
. It will always reflect honour on the galaxy of 
eminent men of letters, who, in their vanooa d&< 
pyitiaeutB, shed lustre at that period on the name 
of Scotland, that they suffered no pedantic pr^n- 
dicea to interfere with theii^' reception of Buma. 
Had he not appeared personally amona; them, it 
may be reaw>iud>ly doubted wlietber thia woald 
have been so. They were men, generally sp^ak- 
ing, of very social hsUts ; living tc^thei in a 
small capital ; nay, almost all of tham, in or about 
one street, maintaimng friendly intercourse conti- 
qually ; not a few of them considerably addicted to 
the pleaenr&B which hare been called, bv way of 
^cellence, I presume,. conviviaL Bunus poetry, 
might hare procured him access to these cirdesj 
I)nt it was the extraordiuaiy rasoorcea he di^lay- 
ed in conversation, the strong vigorous sBgacdty o£ 
his observations on life and panners, the spIendtMun 
of his wit, and the.^wing energy of his elo* 
' qoence when lus feelings were stined, that tnado 
him the object of serioua admiration among theaa, 
practised mastere of the arts of talL There wsfQ: 
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■ ero r ri of tbcra wbo prolwbljr adopted ia iheir 
bcArta the opioion of Newton, that " poetry ia in-* 
genions nouseiiBe." Adam Smith, for one, coold 
have had no Tery ready respect at the aervice of 
snch an nnproductiTe htbonrer as a maker of Scot- 
tish ballsda ; but the etatelieat of theee philosophers 
fatd enough to do to maiutain the attitude of equali- 
ty, when bronght into personal contact with Biinifl'a 
gi^ntic understanding ; and every one of them 
whose impresBioDs on the mbiect have been re-' 
conled, threes in pronouncing hit conrersation to- 
haTio been the moot remarkable thing about him. ' 

And yet it is amusing enoiwh to trace the lin- 
cering rdoetance of some (rf' these polished Bcbo- ' 
lars, abont admittiDg, erm to diemselves, in his' 
absence, what ft is cert^ tbev all felt snffiramtiy 
when ^ley were actually in his presence, It is 
difficalt, tor example, to reed withoot a smile that 
letlerofMrDngald Stewart, in which he describes 
himself and Mr Alison as being surprised to dia- 
oorer that Boms, after reading the latter author's 
elegant Eftag oh Tatte, bitd really been able ta' 
form some shrewd enon^ notion of the general 
priiicq>lea of t^e aasociatien ttf idea*. 

Buraa would probably h«ve been mue mtisfied 
with himself in theee leanseil societies, had he 
been lees addicted to giving free ntterance in con- 
vereation to tte very feelings wliich formed ibe 
noblest inspirations of his poetry. His aeiisibility 
waa as tremblingly exquisite, as bis sense was 
mescaline and solid ; and he seems to have ere 
Itmg sospected that the professional metaphysicians 
viha applauded hia rapturous bursts^ surveyed 
Uiem in reality with something of the same fe^ 
ing which may be supposed to attend a ^fal 
8atgeo»*B inspection of a curione spedmnt of flwr*' 
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bid mnaXimy. Why slKtold h« lay')ii> i9iiK>*t> 
befirt tlma open to di&aectors, who toolc special; 
rare takwp the knife Iroin their ownbreRstaP. 
The secret blush, that overspread liis hanghtf: 
Gounteoaace when audi su^eatioiUr occuired to ■ 
bim in hia solitary hoora, may be tniced in tbe.- 
(qwninff lines of a diary which he began to keep. 
ife he had been long in Bdioboi^fa. 
. " ApTil.9, ,1787.r— Ab I bare seen a good Heal , 
of hiunan life in Edinbur^, & gieat mwy chasacr.' 
t^ which aresew to one bred np in toe. ttadea, 
of life, as I have been, I am deteiniined to takflt 
down my reioBrkB on tb^ spot. Gny obswres>.in 
& letter to Mr Palgmra, ibatt ' half a word fixedr: 
i^n, or near the apM, is worth a cart>l»iid of t«-. 
collection.' I don't know how it is with the worLd. 
in genera], but with me, mnliiiig my remarks is 
by no means a solitary [deasore. I want some. 
que to laugh with me, some one to be grave with 
me, some one to please me and help my diKrimi-. 
nation, with bis as her own remark, and at ^owi^, 
qo doidjt, to admire my acateness and p^Mtrar-. 
tjon. Tbe world are so busied with selfish pur- 
suits, ambitiop, vanity, inierest, w pleawr^ that 
very few think it worth their while to make any' 
ohservatioa on what passes around ibem, except 
where that observatipn is a sneker, or branch, of 
ihe darling plant-they are retkring in their ftncy. 
Nor am I snre, ootwitiisUndiiig all the lenlimeiUal, 
_^ffkis ■ of nor^ior iters, and tie soj/e piiloftyiAi/ nf. 
taoraiittM, whether we are capable of so inUmate 
and cordial a coalition of fiieiidship, at tkai tma 
roan mity pour out hi» bosom, hi* every lAougii, 
ORdfiaaiiwg-fanty, his very itmoat tvui, wnfA «». 
retereed co^Jetice, to OMiMitr, teUliovi hazard i^ 
lotmffpiirf of tkof. respect uAtcA sian tfeawtw* 
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ftvm fMOH/ or, fTom the nnaToidHble ImpMfec- 
tioni aKending faamsn natnre, of one day repent, 
inf bb confidence. 

" For these reasons I am determjfled to make 
these pages my eonfident. I will sketch erery 
^aracter that any way strikes me, to the .best 
of my power, with unshrinking justice. I will in- 
lert anecdotes, and take down remarks, in the old 
law phrase, mthotUfmd or _^iiow.— Where I hit 
on anything clever, my own applanse wfU, in some 
measure, feast my Tsni^ ; and, beting Patroclns' 
ind Achates' pardon, I think a lock and key a 
security, at least equ^ to the bosom of any friend 
whatever." 

■ And the eame lurlang thorn of sospicion peeps 
ont elsewfaere in this complaint : " I know not how 
it is ; I find I can win liking — bnt not respect." 
• " Bnrns," says a great li^ng poet, in comment^ 
bg on the free style, in which Dr Carrie did not 
hesitate to expose some Af the wester parts of his 
behayiomr, rery soon after the grave had closed on 
him, — " Bams was a man of eitraordinary ge- 
DJne, whose birth, education, and employments..' 
had placed end kept him in a sitaation far below, 
that in which the writnn and readers of expensive 
vrinmeB are nsnally found. Critics npoiv works of 
fiction have laid it down as a mle that remoteness 
of place, in fixing the choice of a snbject, and in 
prescribing the mode of treating, it, is equal in 
efi^ct ' to distance of time ; — 4«BtrEunts Uiay be' 
thrown off accordingly. Jndge then of the dela- 
■ions which artificial distinctions impose, when to 
avail like Doctor Cnrne, writing with views bo 
honota«fa1e, the somU condition of the individwl 
of whom fae was treating, could seem to place lum 
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at eoch B diaunce from the exslted reftder, 'thai 
ceremony might be discarded with him, and his 
memory 'sacrificed, as it were, almost vitboat 
compnnctioa. Thia ia indeed to be enuhed be- 
neatk Ae/iirrmt)'* leeigkt."' 

It would be idle to suppose that the feelings 
here ascribed, and jnstl}', no qaeHtkm, to the ami. 
■Ue and beaerolent Cmrie, did not often find their 
w»y into the bosoms of Umm pereone of snperiof 
eooditioQ and attunments, witti whom Bums »• 
Mtdaled at the period when he firet emerged into 
theJilase of reputation ; and what fonnd its way 
into men'a boaomg was not likely to armd betray- 
ing itself to the perspicaciooa glance of the prond 
peasant. How perpetually he was alive to the 
dread of being looked down upon as a man, ctcb 
by those who moat zealoiuly applauded the worba 
of his genioB, might perhaps be traced tbrongfa 
the whole sequence of his letters. When wriung 
to mem of high station, at least, he preserres, in 
ertfy instance, the attitude of eelf-^defence. But 
it is only in his own secret tables that we haTo tha 
Sbna of hU heart laid bare ; tmd the cancer of this 
jealousy is seen distinctly at its painfdl wcski 
Aabmnu reum tt OM^itentait. 

" Tlten are few M Uw aon evih under the eon 
giroBK mow minniimnn nnd rhnjpTn thin thn mm 
parisonhowftnianofgeniiis,nBy, of avowed worth, 
m received ev wy where , with the reception which 
a mere ordinary characto-, decwvtM with the 
tr^)pingB and fntiJe distinctions of fortone, meets. 
I imagine k man of abilities, his breast g^wii^ 
with nonest pride, conscious that men ar« b«m 
equal, still giving Aohow to toAom hotumr if 

* Mr WoidiwOTth'a kdei to a Mend of Bnmi, p. 12. 
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(Ate ; be meetl, et a grent man's table, s Squira 
Bomething, or a Sir ftomebody; be knowt tke 
ttobie landlcHi^ at IieaTt, g^rea the bard, or what- 
ever he is, a share of hn good wishes, beyond, 
p^ia{M, any one at table ; yet how will it mortify 
iHm to see a fellow, whose abilities would scarce- 
ly hare made an eigitpent^ tailor, and whose 
heart is not worth three brthings, aaeet with ai- 
'tenti(» and notice, that are withheld from the son - 
of ^nios and poverty P 

" ^e noUe Glencaun has wounded me to the 
■Mil here, becaoM I dearly esteem, respect, and 
lore him. He showed eo mocb attention— en> 
graanng attention, one day, to Hm <mly Uockhead 
■t tabler{(be whtde eompany csDuated of his lerd- 
■Up, dtindeipate, and myself,) that I was within 
half a pwnt of throwing down my gage of con- 
IdBptwHU defiance ; bat he shook my hand, and 
looked -«o benevolently good at pai^g— God 
Uesa him I thongh I shonld never see him mwe, 
I ahall love him mtil jny dying day I I am plea- 
sed to thnik I am BO caiiHe of the throes of gia- 
titad^ aa I am miaersuy defidoit in some oSier 
nrtnea. ' 

. " With Dr Blair I un mcffe at my ease. I 
nevtt respect him witii humble TeneiatitHi ; bat 
a^Mo be kindly intoests himself im my welfore, 
or still more, wttm he deecakds from ins pimiBcle, 
and meets me on equal gronnd in convessatimi, 
my heart overflows with what ie called Wang, 
When he n^nlects me for the mere carcass of great- 
Mas, or when his eye measnres the difference of 
onr points of elevation,. I say to myself, with 
scarcely sn^ emotion, what do I care for him, or 
his pomp eitiier 7" 

" It is not easy," tays Bnma, attempting to be 
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inore ptnloM^ical — "It is nol'eUy Ibnoiiig ^ 
exftct jndgmeM of any one ; -bat, in my opinienj 
Dr Blair is tnerety an BBtoDisbiag proof of what 
industry ami application can ' do. iJatiir^ porta 
like hit are fpeqtiently to be earn with ; hi« vanity 
ia proverbially known among bis own acqnailitan' 
txe ; but be '» jtuOf at the nead of what may bd 
called fine writing, and a critic of the &st, tbd 
very first rank in proae ; even in poeOy a hmd o^ 
na^T^s maAinff can tmfy takethepat if him. H«' 
baa a' heart, hot ot the very finest water, bnt iax 
fnta being m ordiinry one. Id abort, he ii a xm^ 
wdrtby and most respeetabie character." 
' " Once," Myi a niCe speesktor on tbe * fifties 
of the wite,'* — " Once we were nearly reecnfn^ 
from the hand of genius the moet cariom Bketcfae« 
of the temper, tbc irascible hnmoors, tbe deKcaejf 
of lonl, even to its ebfldowineSB, ftxMn At tnnri 
fktazot of Bnms, when lie b^nn a diavy of Ua 
heart.— a narruire of characters and eVants, and s 
dmnifdogy df hia emotiotia. It was sMnral for 
eoA a creature of aensattmi and paaaioa to pMJecC 
aitoh a' regnlBr taak^ bnt.qnite utapMrib)« to gel 
through it." Tbta most curious document, it ia t« 
fe obaerredibtiamt yet been printed endreb An- 
«ther gencratioD will, no 4oa^ see the w4iole of 
the confession; however, what has atre^dy^bmii 
given, it may be surmlaed, indicates oufGdently 
AecomplesioBof Bnmi'a prevailing Mood* dan«^ 
hte raonients ef retirement at thi« ioterastinig period 
of hia hbtory. It was in anch a mood (uey re 
CKrrod often enongh) tlMt be thna n^foadwd 
•^ Nature, pM'^ natiiFe :" • 

• D'luradi TO the Lileraiy ChsTaeter, Tol L p. IN. 



f ' "Thaug^nUIhe M*liia hide, the Mail bii ihell ; 

The invenom'd' wasp viclorioua guards his coU ! 

But, oh I thou bill^ itepinather, >nd hud, 
• To thy poor reneelew nalUtd diUd, (he Iwid. .... 
1 In makedJieilngaiidiiiaMnfffTiilt, 
, He boui'tiMuabrokea blut &DtD sver; tide." 

Xbwe.'inc probbbly ao blMtthat pierced thia. 
(rafifcly Mm) ao shaipl}' .as tbe coDtameif ot com- 



, " Obb af the poet's Temarka," a» Cnundc tel)» 
■% " irboB be -fint cwoe to Edmlmrg^, wu thit 
batvWBthdmaiofnHtie life and ilie pcJit« world 
he ofassrved little diffwenee — that in tbe fbraur, 
dxitigb ■afKdubed by feahum and wwnlighteaed 
bjr. soMKe* ha had lonnd mnd) obaemtiim, waA 
mdi JMeBigwire- bat ■ lefined and aocomi^ish- 
pd wonan was a thfng almoat iiew.to,hiBi» and «f 
wUckhe badfianoMlbntftreifinadaqHBte.idaa.'T 
iF* be iJeaaediiR the old and the best leceipt hom 
toi please t and there is dgnmdant eridence that 
finnw'a BncGaas, among tbe bi^-bom Wies of 
^diob«i^ was mvich grMt«r Uian among tbe 
f atately paftririans,'' aa he calls then, of his om 
aai. Tha rivid expreauoB of one of them fata tit 
tooet become prorifbU— 4liat she nerer mat with 
m mpiv '" vhoaa teasKOKlioa ^ completely cacried 
bar off her feet," as.Bwvs'BiUHlSir WaHer Scott, 
in his lefenance to the testimenT <rf the late Dadien 
of GcadoBt haa no doobt intucated the two-fold 
aouoe of the feadnation. fint even here, hs waa 
dealMed to feel ei» long something of tbe fidile- 
aem of feahion. He ctmfesaed to one ef his old 
fmitd^ ere the season was orer, that some who 
had caraased bim the moat aealoiisly, no loBgaa 
aeeoted to hnow him, when he bowed in pasasg 
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tbeir camaget, tnd mtny moK tdotcnrie^ied hb 
solute bnt coldly. 

It. U bnt loo true, that ere this aeaMHi wu over, 
finnis had formed cmmexiona in Ediidm^h whicli 
could not have been regarded with much appndw- 
tion by the eminent literati, in wbow aooety im 
ikbtttlad made ao powerful an impicnkm. Bnt' 
how mnch of th« blame, if scnooa blame, indeed, 
there waa in the muter, oo^ to attack to his 
own fiutidiona jealouay— Jiow mnch to dM mere 
oapiice of human {aronr, we have acaatf meaaa 
of aaeettmii^i No dosbt, both had Iheuahant 
and il u abo anffiejantly ippweM that dura vera 
maay [xnnts in Buiw'a coarenatiaBsl hahka whieh 
man, aecnatoMed tothedeKcteobemT an c aa of i»- 
fiaed aoeietj, augfat be more wiUing to telanto 
under the Grat ezciteroent of pecaoud onnonty, 
than from any very deliberate estimate of too 
daima itf such a gemns, under and inrcnmstancM 
developed. He by m 



in the wmld to tbe confidence of fan note-book ; 
hat startled polite ears with tbe uttoaace of wn' 
dadons epigrams, far too witty not to obtain. g»* 
nend drcnktion in ao amall r aocjety aa that of 
tbe northeon oqiital, lar too inttw not to |bi» 
dnce deep resentment, ftr too nnmcmas not t* 
^read fear almost aa widely aa admbatiML Evoi 
when nothing waa Arther from his thoorirta thaa 
to inflict pun, hia ardonr dies carried him he a d i 
tness, for^exam(rii 
r Wnliwr, of his e 
a of the moits of the p«N 
pnlar pimchein of tbe day, a* tbe table of Dr BUk, 
and entbuBiaatieally a*owiu his low tmimon of all 
tbe rest in comparison with Dr Blair a own col- 
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leagife w^-sMaf iamidiAle riwA — s nio^betlnHityi 
eadowed with extraordlniuy gneei of t«le« «n<) 
nHiDcr, a g^Berooe md wuiable atnuo «f fee)ix^ 
and a eopioiu flow of laDgn^e; but having no 
jmbeiMoaa eitfaer to the general accoBtplu^tn^ts 
for which Bkur was hcmonred in a moat acGom-' 
■lisLed Hocieqr, or to tbe pelUhed eleguice which 
be first introduced isto the eloquence pf the Scot- 
Uah pnlpit. Mr Walker well deacribes the nn- 
jieMaiof^ effects of snch an emapade ; (be conyer- 
Wtion dnrii^ the reel of dte evening, " laboariBg 
under that compnlaory' effort which waa anavoitla- 
Ue, while the thoagbta of all were full of tbe only 
anliyect oa which it wbb iniproper to speak." Bums 
abbwed hia good sense by m^ng uo effort to 
repair tbis blunder ; but yean tift«'wardi, he con- 
fsased '^t be could never recall it witbont exqui- 
site pain. Mr Walker properly eay^ it did ho- 
ntHU to Dr Blair that his kiudnee« remaiaed to- 
tally nnaltered by this oocwr^ice ; bat the Pro- 
l^uor woald bare fo«nd mltbing to admire in tbat- 
drcnmstance, bad he not been well aware of the. 
rarity of sncb good-natnre amongthe genua irri- 
tainle of authors, orators, and wit«. 

A spedinen (which smne will think worse, some 
better) is thns recorded by Cromek r^-" At a pri- 
Tite 'breakfitot, in a Sterary dreU of EAmbn^, 
tha canTOvation tamed on the poetiool merit and 
pathos of Gray's EUffy, a poem of which he ws« 
tBtbauastically fond. A clergyman present, re- ' 
nrnwliah la iat his love vS paradoK and for Iris ec-' 
coabBc DOtiODs upbn every subject, distinguished > 
himself by an iajndkious and ill-timed attack rat 
tUi exqiushe poem, which Bonis, with genenma 
ftarmth for the reputation of Gray, manMly de- 
Ended. As the gm^man'a remarks were rather 
J.2 
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senenil liuta ipeofic, Bum med Mm' M M*gr 
forward die paanges which h« tmmgtit exarptiaa- 
Me. He made Mreral anempts to qnote Ae 
poem, but always in a blandering;, inaecnrate man'' 
ner. Bnnui bore a]1 this for a good while wiA 
his nsoal goad-n&tnred fwbearance, till at length, 
goaded by the totidiona critidsms aod wretched 
qoibblings of hu opponent, be ronsed bimself, and 
with an eye flashing contempt and indignation^ 
and widi great Tefaemence of ge«ticnlati<m, he dioa 
addremed the cold critic : ' Sir, I now percetre a' 
man may bean eitcellent jadge of poetry by square 
and rule, and afier all be a d — A blockhead ;' " — 
HO tax, Mr Cromek ; and all thia was to a clergy-' 
man, and at brtakfiist. 

While the second edition of his Poems was pass- 
ing throngh the press, Boms was fevonred with 
many critical snggestioBs and amendments ; to one 
ofwhich only be attended. Blair, reading over with 
him, or hearing him rente (which he deKghted at 
all times in dmng) his Holy Fair, stopped him at 
the stanEa — 

Now a' the congregation o'er 
It ailant expectation. 

For RoHcl speeb dw belf doer 



Nay, said the< Doctor, read domfiMtM. Bama 
improred the wit of this verse, nndonbtedly, by 
adt^ting the emmidation ; bat he gare anotliw 
strange specimen at want of taet, when he insiBted 
that Dr l&ir, one ot the most scmpnlooa obser- 
vers of clerical propriety, sbonld permit him toae-' 
knowledge the obligatiim in a note. 

Bat td paas from these trifiea, it needs no effirt 
of imeginalloD to conerire what the sematioiie of 
an isolated set of scholars (almost all either clragy* 
uien or professors) must hare been in the pre- 



ROBfeKT BtlRMB. 181 

t^ee 9f tfait big-boned, biHck-browed, \xmny 
atmigw, widi bis great flashing ejt», who, havii^ 
finreed his vn^ UBKmg them from the plosgb-toU 
St • rii^ iOuie, msmfeated, in the whole Btraiu of 
Urn bearing and cOBrenation, a moat thorongh c<hi- 
fictioa, that, in die society of the moat eminent 
uen of hia nation, be was exactly where he wu 
entitled to be t hardly deqtned to flatter them by 
Azhibiting even an ocflanoBal symptom of being 
flattered by dieirnotice ; by tnrmMmly ■WMBied 
himself against the moet ctiltinled dndentandii^ 
Af ins time in discBMJon ; orefpowered the Bon 
«ob of dte mMt celebiated cwvinallMe by broad 
floods of menimeitt, impregnated with all tbe 
bnining life of gemos; astoimded bowniM habi- 
toally oiTelqwd in tfae dirice-piled folds of social 
mem, by compiling them to tremble — nay to 
tremble Tifett>ly— benmth the fearless tonch of na- 
tnisl patboe; and all this without indicating the 
smallest willhignesB to be ranked among diose pro- 
fesmonal ministers of ezcitenient, who are content 
to be paid in mtmeyand smiles for doing what the 
spectators and anditors would be ssbamed of doing 
in tlunr own persons, even if they had the power 
of dinng it ; and, — last and probably WM«t of all, 
— ^trfao was known to be in the habit of enliventng 
sariedea which d)ey would have scorned to ap- 
pros^ stOl more lifeqaently than tb^ own, wkh 
deqnence no leas magnificent ; with wit In all like- 
fibood atill mofe danng; often enei^i, as the su- 
psioTB irii<nn be fnmted withont akm migbt hava 
g B M i c d from die b^iinning, and had, era long, no 
occasion to gaess, with wit p«Mnted at themsdves. 
- The lawyen of Edinbm^n, in whose wider di^ , 
dea Boms figm«d at his ontset, with at least as 
avefa mccesB m among the profeuional lilenti, 



were m ytirv diff^rabt nci of men ftouk Itoc i-sAqn 
woald oeitber. I take ivhave pardpned -mdwteM^ 
nocbeen alarmed by wik But bwag, in tlio«e dkys, 
with scarcely an exception, membov of the landed 
sratociacy of the covntry, and formU^ by fai tba 
nkwt iDflnential body (as uulead tbey still. do) ia 
tbe society of Scotlaod, they were,. peEhapsi a* 
{mrad a jBet of men a« ever enjoyed we tnnqnU 

C' Htirea of nnqueelioaed BNperiqnty. What th^ 
ghtioMs, at a body, ifw, may be gneaaed, when 
we know that iofeiior bir^ was rtckoo^d a &u 
and legkiiDiae gronad f(» exdading any man frow 
the bar. In one remarkable instance, ab<ipit this 
veny time* a man of very extnordinary talents ami 
accoBi^iabmcmts was chiefly opposed in« long awl 
painful struggle for admissioa, and, in reality, Ciw 
ao reaioaa bnt tJioae 1 have been alluding. W)> byt 
gentlemen wbo in the sequel stood at 4he v^y 
bead of the whig party in Edinburgh ; and the aama 
aristocradcal pi^udice ia», within the memory 4^ 
tbe present gMteratton, kept more persons of emi« 
nent <)n)dificatioea in tiw background, for a aeaMq^ 
than any Enf^ish reader would eaaily baliev^^ 
To Uiis liody belonged nineteen out of twenty, of 
those '<< pebicianB," wheae etatelinaaa Bwrna BO laofp 
remembered and so bitterly reara^ed. .It migjitr 
perh^fs, have been well f<v hijn had ntnlnlinnaiii 
Wen the wwst fault of their manners. Wia»-bib-' 
bing. appears to be in most r^oos a favouate.iu-. 
do^eace with those whose bnuna and hmgi are 
subjected to the aevwe eserciaaa of legal Btndy awU 
fofenaic practice. Tothisday, more tiaceetrftheaa' 
old habits linger about the inna of court than ioi 
any other section of London. In Dublin and £4bi- 
burgh, the barristers ara ereu now eminently c«»-) 
viri^l bodies of mm ; bitt among the Scotch hwr. 
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yan of llie thw ttf Bnnts, the ^iiclt>le <tf jollity 
wwindeedinitH "b^ibandpalinyetate." H«pBr< 
totdc lai^ly IB dmae Mvern scoiea of andacioaa 
Ularitf , whicb tben toothed, m a matter of conne, 
the arid kboim of tb« Bortheni moMmm <fe i» roAe, 
(m (bey are wdl called in Bedffotmtlel,) and of 
wUch we are ftTomed with a specimei) in the 
*' H%h Jinks" charter of Gi^ Mtmmerimg. 

The tavem-life i« now-a^ya jteaily extinct 
Bwywbere; but it waa tben in fall rigonr in 
BdinUu^ aod tlMn can be no donbt that Bnnia 
nfiidly taubHued Umadf with it dmmg hia te- 
■dmee. He bad, after all, tMted hot rwAf of 
Bweh ew e waa while tn Ayidto. So Utile am we tei 
conaidn'hiaiStefeft AfHM, M>d eUter jovial etTwna 
of the eaily period, a> cmTeyin^ anything Ifte a 
Mr notion of his setnal cowae of life, that " Aald 
Nmho Timoclt," or *< Poosie Nancie," the Msndi- 
line landlady, is known to have expressed, amn-. 
n^ly«ao^^ her Bsrprise at the style in wfaidi 
rte fewid her name celebrated in the Kilmwnodt 
edition, eaying, ^ that Robwt Bums might be ■ 
vary derer lad, b«t be ootainly was ngoMm, 
M, to the beat of her beUef, be had nerer taken 
thcee batf-nniteUdm in her home in althis life."* 
^mA m additira to GSbert'a teetinony to the MAe 
potpoae, we hare on record dwt tiS Mr ArchihaM 
BnMe,(qadifiedbyHeeon, " a gentienMU trfgreat 
araitb and diacMnmant,") that be bad ebeerred 
BoiDa deaely dorfaq; diat period of hie life, and 
■aen hiv " stndily lemt aach aolicitatioM and al< 
lnrenienlBtoexceaiirecoorivia)en;ioymeiit,Bahanl' 
1y any other peraon conld have withstood." 

■ Itfi R. <7h«nben's MS. DOM, Udun dnrioK ■ lour in 



ta4 uMpj 

Tbe ranfetoMite -HptOB k4ew B«eM «ielii «•# 
hiuuelf mingled lar^y* in eonM trfthe •OMte-te 
which be Bdrerta in the folloiring8tr*ng h ap aggi 
— " The enticement* of [dewnn too t^ton aiUBsn 
tfta rirtnons resoU^Ot eT«n wUle we wMr the abt 
«fr^ect)nKtbemwithasl«mbr*T. W«ieriBt,aBd 
iM)8t, iwd resist ; but^ tX tMt> nddwi^ tnnt, wd 
pas8ioiiat«ly embrace the onchaDtrtm. The bieig 
9S Edinbni^h Bcconipliabedi in t^ud t* Bonis, 
that in which the boora of Aynhire had bflada 
Ai'ter reuding aonieiioonthi i& Edinhnrgfa, ha be* 
ga« t« «itninge himeetf, not altiigetbarr bnl in 
some Bteamn, from gi«rer fmidak -Tm aamj at 
hia i»im wtn n9w tfeUt M Aa Uii9» vt fKnaaai 
who deUgbted to wge cMiriviBUty t« dnaJKO^ 
Keas— in the tarern— «nd in the hnitfaeL"-f ' . > 
; It wtmld be idle sow to Bttenipt {Mwing orw 
tbeae lUng* in sij^ica ; but it oonld Bcrre DO gaod 
pwrpoae to dwell on Aen. 

: Jawing tloB mnUr, Borui continued, ■• bam 
been mentioned, to kdgo with Jcdm ITiibrnfrnil 1 
Hid we have the aadioTitr of thii jnrir friaid <rf 
the poet for the statement, that while Jm did t^ 
',' be kept good honrB,"! HereUoredafterwanbls 
the bQoao of Mr William NiooU, (oM of the tawki 
en,«f the High Scfamd of BdubHgh.) on the Bmt, 
cl«iehn]«d; and this chengeHflei^pM^.tobeoMk* 
aidoted M ntymptom dwt tbekM|n^ef gaodhewi 



globeu 

qowk paita and ««nnd«nble iemiag—wlt» bad 
limi from a rank aa hnmUeaafinraaat bvaiim 
b^jinning an endmaiaetic admii«, and, «e leof^ 



* See Bumi'i ■Ilaaiana to Heron'i own hal 
tHetl. EpiMie M BlMklodc 

t Udon, p. 27. t Notes bj JdtJR. 
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ft^omtMtt aModste «f the poet, ami a moet duu 
gBiouBBMocMte; for, with a wxnn hent, the mm 
mited m fic(«« inwc3ld»t«D|>er, a scarn of uasy of 
tke deccDcieB of .life, » ngiiy ctmtcinpt of religion, 
It least of the religitnu inatiltKicHiB of bis conntiyi 
and a violent propensity for die bottle. He wia 
das of tboae who woakl bin believe tbemaelres to 
he -naen of geniw ; and that gemm is a soffident 
apblagy for tra—yling nnder foot all the old val^ 
rmta oF pradence and Mbriety, — bemg on both 
pointa BtpMlly nuatakeo. Of Nicoll's letters to 
Bmaat and amiBt hun, I have aeea many diat have 
»Mar bw» aadp t ohahly that nerer will be,prinf 
ed — ewnbnnB and pedaatio eSbrions, eilubidajf 
notbing that one ^an imagine to bare been plea- 
rang to the poet, except wbat was probably enough 
•a radeem all imiperfectioiis — namely, a npftlroiU 
adauratioa of his genins. This man, nevet^ieless, 
WBi, I BuspMt, Tery lar from being an nnfevonr-' 
Me a pc riaw n of tto Bociaty to which Heron tbna 
alhidaae — ■* He (the poet) ti^^red himacdf to be 
■nrrannded by a raeo of misenJirie beings, who 
w«n yrmid to tell tfcat tbey bad been in GOBpasy 
with Btibmb, aod bad eeeo BRma as loose and as 
fiariiA aa ibamwelTai. He wm not yet icTecorer- 
ably lost t* tempennce and moderation ; bvt he was 
abeady aknwt too mneb captivated with tbei^ wan- 
tan renla, to he ever more woo bade to a fiddrfnl 
aHa ^ J ha w Bt to dinr ntara oobev chams." H«mf 
f He nowabe begaa to eentoact Munething 



bey among ma ftfonrite aaaociatea, what is vidgar- 
ly,bat ax^««iTdyealled, the coek of the company, 
be coald ecaiedy refrain from iadah^g in aimttar 
freedom and dictatwial decision of t^, even in 
tbe presence of panran wbo conld leas patiently 



eadnra Ui praMunptknt ;" * «b b 

pmbable, hkI witidn saffidently ti 

hinte in Mr Di^iJd Stewtrt'a dMoiptwa ef tib* 

poel'a mannen, aa Im fint vtmrved him at Catrine, 

and with one or two anecdotea alraady oitad froaa 

Wdker and Cromek. 

Of tfaeae ftilingH, and indeed of all Borna's 
bilinga, it na.j be aitiy aMarted, that there ma 
Bora' in bis bMtory to accoimt and a{Mlogiae far 
them, than can be alleged in regard to afaDtM any 
otbw great man'a imperfections. We bare seen, 
hmr, flVHi in Ina eariieat dara, the aBong tlunt of 
diatinctian glowed within fum — bow in his feat 
and nidert rii^mes be rang, 

« to be great is ehsTming ;" 

■utd we have aUo seen, that the di^ilay of talent 
in GonToaadon was the first means of distinction 
tbatoocnrredlohim. It waa by dnt talent that ho 
first attracted notice amoagbia fellow paaaa nt i, and 
after be mingled with the fint Sccrtamav <^ his 
lifls^ this (aloK was still that which appeared the 
meat astonishi)^ of dl he poaseseed. What wei^ 
der that he ahoold deligbt in exatiag it where ha 
coold ex^ it the most freely — wb^ thwe was 
no cbecJc npon a toagne that had be«> accaston- 
ed to aerel in the lieoise (rf.rillage-maatwy? 
where erery sall^, however boldi was awe to b« 
received with tnnmphant ^>[dB>ie — where ther« 
were no claims to rival bja—no pcmid lm»n.t4 
eoorey rebnhe, abore all. p^i^M, no gi9T<e ^ea 
to Gonrey r^ret ? " Noaaenaei" aaya Cwmberlaitdi 
" talked by men of wit and nnderstandiiig in the 
hows of rewialioii, is of tbe ray finest 
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COBrinility; btt it inpBM a bwt in the compmy 
Mit slways to be ritk»d." It wu litUe in Buns'a 
Aanttet to sabnit to nice and MrupnJoaB mlea, 
irbosJfe knetr that, bycroMuig die street, be conU 
find aeciety who wtnUd ef^land Urn the more, tba 
BMTft beraioaily b]1 sncb rules were dinegviled ( 
■■d be who had puwd from the cenqiuiy of tba 
jolly ha^tdori of TnbQlton aed Maachline, to 
tbM of. the emiBent^SciMMtMn wbose nuHes wen 
honamed all OTtr the dnliBed wodd, witboat dia' 
cofcriBg aay didficaoee that appeared wotthyof 
■tndi coanOBmum, waa weU pfepared to My, widi 
the prince at all frea-apeakeia nd free-Urera, " I 
will tabemine «aee in aoine inn 1" 

BnV theae, aaamedly, were not the only feelinga 
that iiAiwicod Boma i Li bis own kitten, written 
daring hi* atay la Ediidinrgh, we hare the beat 
eridence to the eantiwy. He shnwdly nupect- 
ed, bvm the Tevy bcgiming, that the pemnal no-' 
tieeof the gnat and the iUostrionB was not to bo 
W laatin|> aa it waa eager : he (bienw, that aoon«r 
or later be waa d ci a tiaud to rertrt to eocietiea kaa 
elevated above the ptetennoM vi hia bird) ; and, 
thoogfa hia jealona pride ndgfat iodoce him to re- 
eord bia anapidona in langnage ratfaer too atrong 
then too weak, it ia qaite imnoatible to leod wkat 
be wrote widioot beliering tnat a sincere disbnst 
lay milling at the roota ^ hie baart, aU the while 
that be q>peared to be aoiroanded with an atmo* 
apfaere of joy and hope. 

- On the 15th of Jaanary 1787, we find him tbaa 
addwaring bis kind patzmees, Mrs Danlop ;— 
' *' Yon are afrud 1 shall grow intoxicated with 
my praipeiity aa a poet 41as I madalI^ I know 
myaelf and toe world too well. 1 do not mean any 
aim of affnted modesty ; I am willing to beltera 



Aat my aUfities 4ewrved sama Botiee ; but is • 
maU enlightened, infanned age. and nMion, wba 
poetry is and faw been tlte study of nm of tb* 
&«t natural genias, udad with lil tba powen of 
paUta iBWniag, padite booka, and polite eonpaay 
■—to be ifawged forth to dw fall glare of lewned 
and polite wmerfK&on, with all my imperfactioBs 
of awkwaid nuticily, and onide vnpolwhed ideaa, 
on my beadr— I Mran yoo^ madam, jL d» not 4ia> 
aemble, when I tell yan I trambb for the c wMiai 
quoioea. The noretty itf a poet in toy obaeBia 
ntoetion, wiihoot any of tbeu ad r aa ti ig M wUck 
•le reckoned neeeaaaiy for that chernctw, at leaM 
at this time of day, has luaed a partial tide of 
pnUk notioe, vlndi baa borne aae to a hu^t 
where I am abM^vtely, foelingiy certain, my abi« 
KttM are inadeqnatfl to Boppart me ; and too somt 
ty do I aee that time, whea the same tide will 
leare me, and recede perii^M as far befov the 

mariE of tmtb I mention this once for all, 

M diabordeB my mlni^ and I do not wkh to heae 
er B17 any more abont it. Bat— 'When pnmd for* 
tana's rtilni^ tide raeedee,' yon wiU bear me vit^ 
neas, that mwn my boUile of fame was at the 
bi^Mat, I stood nmnbnicMed with die inrtriatisg 
en in mtfimad, boAmffJeneard wUk mefiii rt* 

■- And aboot the same time, to Dr Mome >— 
'^ l%e hope to be adnnied for agee is, m by fae 
the greater part of thoae evca who are anthtna of 
r^Me, an mtHriMtantial dream. For my part, my 
n wat, and s^ my atrongeet wish is; 
Gompeos, the rustic inmataa of the 
B creivehanging knga^^ and maw 
!a iliaH aUow me to be leluhad and mdcntood; 
£ un tery wifiinf to admit thM I hmv aoma pao' 
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Anit^iS^i mA w few, H aiayvniUn, eider 
moral or poetical, are. iaEimately acqnainted with 
tfae otawes of manldad amimg whom I have chiefly 
■liiigled, I maf have seen mea and laaniiais in a 
^ifierent phasis from what is common, which may ^ 

asaiat originality of thon^t. lacoratha 

afiectatiwi.of wcaniiig modesty to corer aelfi-coaoeit. 
Tbst I ha?e lome ramt, I do not deny ; bnt I sm, 
Widi Iraqauit wringinga of heart, that ue norehy of 
wy (Juncter, and the honest nidiotwl pngnifica of 
my conubymen, hare borne me to a height altofi;ef 
thw nntM^le to my atuliiieB." — And laatjy, April 
the 23dr 1787, wa hare the foiknriog puaage.in ■ 
letter ,1^ to Cr Moore >—" 1 kava Edii^ingh ut 
the eonraeof t«i(Uyawaf4Htta%hL iBhaUretuni 
to my rnial abadea, tn ali Wulikood tuver more la 
fuit lAem, I have formed many iutimwies and 

t b> hear earriagta hundred 



One Word ntore on the aabjoct which iatro- 
daoed them ctnotatioaa ^— Mr Dngald Stewart, no 
doaht, hints at what was a eommoa enough cwa* 
plaint among the elegant literati of Ediabn^h, 
vhw ha dlndes, ta lus letter to Come, to the 
" not rery.adect aoctety" ia which Bnn>» indulged 
himself. Bnt two points still remain aomei^t 
daabtfnl ; namely, wbedier, ahow sad marrri <rf' 
tfae season as he was, the ** Ayrshire ploi^bman" 
really bad it in his power to lire alvxaft in so- 
ciety which Mr Stewart would have conudered as 
" very select;" and secondly, whetbeft into ddog^ 
he could have failed to cbill the affection of ihow 
humble Ayrshire friends, who, baring shared with 
him alt that they possessed on his mat arrival iu 
th^ netnqx^ faiihfully and fondly adhered ta 
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hhn, «fter tb« springtide of fcd^MRUfl AtTOOT did, 
M be foremw it wonid do, " recede ;" and, more' 
orer, perhaps to provoke, sinoag the higher aidm 
theffiBelves, criticisDM more diatastefnl to his pnmd 
stomach, than any probable conaeqnencet of the 
conree of condactnltidi he actnally pimoed. 
- The secood editioB of Baras'fl poems was pii1>> 
liibed early in March, by Creech ; there were ba 
lesa than 1500 sabsaibers, many of whom paid 
morethan theBbop-pnceoftheTolnme. Ahhongb, 
therefore, the final setttenient with the bookseller 
did not take place till nearly a y«ff after, Bwm 
BOW fouid himself in poseessioB of a c^widemUe 
stun of ready money ; and the tint impobe <f hb 
mind was to viut some of the classic soenee of 
1 hbtory and romance.* He had as yet 
t a email part of his own conaby, and wi 
by no means among the most interettii^ of ber 
dietiiete, ontil, indeed, his own poetry made it 
equal, on that score, to any other. ■ 

The m^;nificent scenery of the capital itself had 
fiHed him with extraordinary ddight. In the spring 
mornings, fae walked very often to the top of Ar- 
thur's 8e«t, and, lying prostrate on the tarf, sor- 
veyed the risiog of toe bob oat of the sea, in si- 
lent adaura^n ; his chosen companion on such 

■» llieappMationof a SeottUibudti brfai mj bi^ 
tK ptid* I to eoadaue lo deserve it, 1> mj noM oxatled ttn- 
bition. Scottiih acene*, BJid Scoltiah tloij, are the theme* 
I could wiih to ting. I have no deuer aim than to haie it 
in my power, unplagued Itith the routine of buaineas, fiir 
vbicii. Heaven knawi, I am unfit enough, tomahe leigurelj 
pilgrimages thntugfa Caledonia ; to aii ui tlie fieldi of her 
battle), to wander on the romantic banks of her livera, and 
to muHB b; the statelj towelB or venerable ruins, once the 
lionoured .'VbodesOfher heroes. But these are Utopian viewB." 
— irtier (a Afri OiMriap, Eiinlmr^ ild March, Ijay. 
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«Mta)Biw bdng tiat «n)«it km^ «( 4^«r«, sad 
laamed artist, Mr Al^umdw Ntsioy^* Tha 
Bnid hills, to tbe m^ of £<linb«i^, wen bIki 
among bia favonnte moratng vslks ; und it wm ia 
h(H>e (rfibese (ii&t Mr Dug»ld Stewwt tella m " b* 
eiiBrmed bim still more by hia piinte eoaYenatiim 
ifaftB he bad erer dooe m compuiy." " He wu," 
»ddB tbe professor, " paiBiosately rand of tbe bewii 
tJM of nmtvre, and 1 recollect once he told me, 
when I was wlinini)^ B dtatant proepeet in oae of 
oat momiDg waUu, tbM the sight of se nany smo- 
kng cottages g»Te apleeaBreto hia mind which none 
eeald nndeTBtwid' who had Bot winietBcd, like biiB- 
^aU, tbe bafqttoeM and the worth which they coa- 

' Boras waa far too basy with society uid obseiw 
oticNt to find time foi poetical compentitm, dn- 
RBg due fiiat reaidenoe in Eduborgfa. . Creedi's 
editios incliuled some pieces of great merit, whit^ 
had not been prerionsly printed ; but, with die ex- 
c^ticm of the Addreti to Edirimght which !■ 
chiefly remarkable for die grand stanzas on the 

* It was Co th'u venerable uUit t]iat Buma aaC for the 
portrait etignved in Creech's edition, snd since mieated lo 
dfien, Ihatitaiiist beftaiiliiHiaallKkden. HrNisinyA 
\a» kindly pcepand for the picMac iHta^a* ■ Bkrtch of 
the Poet SI nill-leaglh, *s he appeared in Edinbiu-gh ill the 
first hej.daj of his rcpulatioa ; dreised in light jockey 
boou, and very light budiskin bieeches, according to toe 
fisbion of ihe day, and (Jacobite as he was) in what was 
oonaidoed aa the Fox-li«CTT, tib. a blue coal and boff 
V^tcoal, vith broad blue luipea. The auviving frieod* 
of Burns .nho have aeen thii vignette, are unaaimous ia, 
pconQUQcing it to fiimish a very lively representation of the 
bald -ea he first attracted public notice on the streets of 
EdinbuTsh. The seeiiety of the back-ground ia very near* 
1; that of Buma's ouive apet— tb« kiiit (rf ABoway and tbe 
bridge of Doou. 
■ ■ ■ ji 2 
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Cvtle Md Holyraod, wiA wiach it caadndM, 
dl of tbeee qipeu to have been written before he 
left Ayrshire. Seren) of them, indeed, were very 
earty prodDctiou : The raost important additimu 
were, DeaA and Doctor BonOmok, 7Ke Br^tf 
AyryTheOrdxm^am,mA^Addreuio^vmeo 
Gwd. In this editM nko, Wkm GtOi^tnlgmd 
iMirp^He*d, aiade tte fint appearance, on read* 
ing whidi, Dr Blair tittered dm pithy criticinB, 
'* Bnms'i potitica alwnya smell of the smithy." 

It ought not to be omitted, that ow poet be- 
stowed some of the first fhrite of diis editimi in die 
erection of a decent tombstone orer the bitberto 
neglected ramaini of bis anfratmmte predeceeem*, 
Robert Fetgnsoa, in the Canongnte cbnrchyaid. 
' The erening before he qnitted £dinbn^, the 
poet addressed a letter to Dr Blair, in which, t»; 
king a most respectlni tovwell of him, and ex- 
preaitng, in lirely terms, his sense of gratttnde for 
the Irindneas be had shown him, he ^is recors to 
his own views of his own past and future condi- 
tion : >■ I have often felt Ae embarressment nS my 
singular situation. However the meteor-like no- 
velty of my appeuance in the world might attract 
aotrce, I knew very wril, tiiat my utmost merit 
was hi unequal to the task of preserving dmt cha- 
racter when once the novelty was over. I have 
made up my mind, that abuse, or almost even ne- 
glect, will not surprise me in my ijoarterB." — To 
this tottdiing letter the amiable Blair replied in a 
truly paternd strain of coosolatiim and advice.— 
" Yonr situation," says he, " was indeed very un- 
gular : yon have had to stand a severe trial. I am 

happy that you have stood it so well 

YoD ue now, I presume, to retire to a more pri- 
vate walk of life You bare liud the foun- 
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dation forjiut public esteem. In the midst of 
those employments, which your sitmtion will ren- 
der proper, yon will not, I hope, neglect to pro- 
mote that eeteem, by cultifsting your genins, and 
attending; to snch {wodnctiwte of it as may niae 
yaar character still higher. At the ume time, bo 
not in too gnU a haste to cMte forward. Take 
time and leisure to improve and nuMre your ta- 
lents ; for, on any second production fan give the 
w«ld, your &M, as a poet, will vny much depend. 
There is, no doubt, a gloss of norelty which time 
wean off. As yon very properly bint yourself, you' 
are nAt to be mrprised if, in your rarai retreat, yon 
do not find yooraelf surrounded with that glare of 
notice and apfJaoie which here shone upon yon. 
No man can foe a good poet without being some- 
what of a philosopher. He mnit lay his account, 
ihat any one who exposes himself to public obeer. 
Tation, will occasiaoBlly meet with the attfceks of 
illiberal censure, which it is always best to orer- 
look and despise. He will he incttoed sometimes 
to court retreat, and to disappear from public view. 
He will not affect to shbe Hi ways, that he may at 
proper seasons come forth with more advantage 
And energy. He will not think himself neglected 
if he be not always praised." Such were Blair's 
admonitions. 

" And put WW bsud, «iid part wm lout in sir." 
Bunts had one object of wmldly business id bis 
journey ; namely, to examine the estate of Dal- 
Bwinton, near Dumfries , the pn^rietor of which 
bad, on learning that the poet designed to retni'n 
to his original colling, expressed a strong wish Ux 
have him for bis teoanL 

, .. , .diMti^ic 



CHAPTER VI. 

" RMMav tnd tnavu FafgOMMi, 
Gled ForUi and Tht b lift aboon ; 
YaiT*W and Tweed ta monk a tnat 
Thro' Scotland Tiaea, 
While iTvtnC, Lugar, Ayr. and Doon, 



On the 6th of Ma^; Bams Mt Bdinlnn^ iii 
company with Mr fiob«t Ai&sUef* aoa to Mr- 
Ainslie of ISenTwell in BeTwicksbire, with the de- 
ffign of perambulating the pictqresqiie aeenwy of. 
the Boathem border, and in porticBlarof riuting the 
localities celebrated by the old minBtrels, of whose 
works he was a passionate admirer ; and of wbou, 
by the way, one of the last appean to haTe been 
ail bat a oamesake of lus owa.f 

* Now Clerk to the Signet. AmoDg othei diangel " vhicb 
fleeting dme procureth," this amiable gentlenuui, wboae 
yonthKil gdEtj made him a chosea associate of Burm, Is 
newdiMj known as the anthor of some Manuals of Dero- 

■{■ Nicoll Bum, BuppoMd to haie liTcd towaids iha ckss 

of the IGlb centuTf, and to have been ainoDg the last of 

the Itinerant minstrels. He is the author of Leader HBUeba 

snd Varraw, a pathElIe baUad, ia the last Terse of whklr 

his ovn name and designaliim are tntrodnced. 

■'filnf EilliiCtaD aadCowdeaksinnibwtMnBeawhsdaBaHih 

And DiTiraiig^ vl* the nil 

TheWrd Sat i9«i thro" Ri 

May chabt and ilng iweeC LfBder HAughj, and bonny hownu cf 

But mlaicrtj Bum cvuxit unun hlairief vhUs US taOartOl, 

Toieelli»rtiaog»n)fthUiigB7iatfl«ttnatlmflprora»rtll. ■ ' 

F« mgny 1 pbea ituidi in bud cue, Hhere blydn totk ksnd nae 

WUbHonei Out dwtit on lada dde, and ScoUi (bat dw« on Yw. 
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This tna ktng before the tiaa when thow fields 
of Scottbh loaaaiee were to be toade aeceiaible to 
the corioatlf of cituens by stBg[e-cc«cbeB ;- utl 
Bonu nod hie ftiead performed their tow on 
'horseback ; the former being mounted on b ftronr- 
ite mere, whom he bed named Jenny Qeddes, in. 
bonoor of tiie zeeJou raago who tiirew her etool 
at Ae Deaa of Edinburgh's head on the 33d of 
July 1637, when the attempt wai made to iutro- 
dace a Scotti^ mityy into the swrice of St 
Oilea's;— the same trasty animal, whose merito 
have been recorded by Barns, in a letter, which 
mnat have been puzzling to most modem Scota- 
men, before the days of Dr Jamieeon.* 

Boras pweed from Kdinbnrgh to Berrywell, the 
^endence of Mr Ainslie's family, and Tisited snc- 
roo e i rely I>oii*e, Coldstream, Kelso, Flenni, and the 
raiBB of Roxbm^h Castle, near which a holly tmsh 
atil) marks the ^hk on which Jamee 11. of Scotland 
was Idlled by the borMing of a ctfnnon. Jedburgh 
>— where he admired the " channing romantic si- 
tBBlion frf the town, with gardens and orcbards in- 
termingled among the hoinee of a once magnifi- 
cent cathedrBl (abbey) ;" and was stmck, (as in 
tfte otfier towns of tbe sune district,) with the ap- 
peitfBDce of " aid mde grandeur," and the idleness 
rf decay; Melroee, "^t&r-feined glorioiumin," 

* '' Mj tnild ga'd gler^ ^' * ™eae has bucliyallediiip 
hill and down biae, vi Uuch sad bitnie aa s veia devil, wi' 
me. It'a true eht'e, hi puic's a sangmali^r, and as tiBrd's a 
bilk, and lipper-laipcrg when the takes the gate, like a la. 
dj^a Bentlewoman in a minuwae, or a hen on a het girdle ; 
but ibe'a a jauld poDtheiin giiran foi a' tfaaU When aocc 
faei tingbaoea and paviei, bei cniikg and crampg, aia 
fairlj Boupled, she been to, beew to, and oye the hindinoit 
hour the lighicBi," &c. &.c—LclHr lo Mr NicoU, Religuei, 
p. 2& 
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SeOdric, Ettridi, wd dn braeB of Yurair. Ha- 
ving spent three weeks in this district, of which 
it has been justly Mtid, " that «rery field has its 
battle, and every rinlet ila Mmg," Bnnu pawed 
the Border, and Tinted Alnwick, Woilcwwrtb, 
Morpeth, Newcastle, Hexham, Wai^ne, aod Car- 
lisle. He then toriied northwards, and "rode by 
Annan and Dnm&iee to Dalswinton, where he ex- 
amined Mr Miller's property, and was m much 
pleased with the soil, and the terms on which tJie 
Jaadlord waa willing to grant him a lease, that he 
Wolred to retain again in the cotme of the tou- 
mer. 

Dr Cunie has pnbliriied some extracts from the 
jonmat whidi Bums kept daring this excursion ; 
but. they are mostly very trinoL He was stmck 
with the superiwity of soil, climate, and cultln^ 
tioD, in Berwick uid Roxbuighshixes, as compared 
with his natiTe cmmty; and not a little sm^triaed, 
wien he dined at a Farmers' Clab at Kelso, widi the 
apparent wealth of that order of men. — " AU gen- 
tlemen, talking of high matters — each of them 
keeps a hunter from jC^SO to Ib50 ralne, and at- 
tends the Fox-hunting Club in the county." The 
farms in the west of Scotland are, to tbb dayi 
Tery small for the most part, and ths fanneis little 
diHtiDgnisbed from their labonrers in their modes 
of life : the contnut was doubtless stronger, forty 

Eiars ago, between them and their brethren of the 
othians and the Merse. 

The MagUtralcs of Jedbnigh presented Bums 
with the freedom of their town : he was unprepared 
for the compliment, and, jealous of obligationB,etept 
outof the room, and made an effort (of course an in- 
pffcctnal one) to paybeforehand ontof hisown purse 
the landlord's bill for the " riddle of claret," which 
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is nsoal) jr presmtMl on adcIi oecari^ra in a Sootdi 

Tbe poet Tiaited, in the coane of his tour, Sn 
James Mall of Daoglas, antbor of the well-lnion 
Etsag on Gothic Arehilecttm, he ; Sir Aleiander 
and Lady Haniet Don, (Biat«r to faia patron, Lord 
Glencaim^ at Newton-Don ; Mr Brydone, the 
anthor of Traveh in Sidh/; the amiable and leani- 
ed Dr Somerville of Jedlinrgb, the hiBtarian of 
Queen Anne, &c. : and, as usual, record«d in his 
joimiBl bia impressions as to tfaeir manners and cli»* 
ractera. His reception was eyerywtiere moM flat* 

He wrote no Tenen, as far as is known, daring 
Ais tonr, escept a hnnonras Eptstie to bu book- 
seller Creech, dated Selkirk, ISth May. £a dna 
be makes complimentary aHosiona to aoine of dft 
men of letters who were nsed to meet at break&M 
n Creech's apartments in tboae days — ^wheilce ^ 
name of Creeeh'i levee ; and ton^kes, too brieflyf^ 
«B MMOM of tite Bcenray he had Tinted. 

"Up wlmpUng stMdf Twsed rteapedi 
And Edm teeatt on oyital Je4, 

And £Uiick banki now loaiing red. 

While tnapatB Ma*" 

Boms retnmed to Manchline on the 8tli of July. 
It is pleasing to ima^ne the deliebt with which 
be must have been received by nis family after 
the absence of six months, in wbtcb his fortunes and 
pvspects had nndei^one so wonderfal a change. 
He left them comparatirely tmknowD, his tender- 
est feelings torn and wounded by the brtavionr of 
tbe Armours, and so miaovbly poor, dnt he had 

* Mr B-'CbMnberg'* nous- 
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been for aome wec^a obHged to skalk from ib» 
SherilTB cdficers, to aToid the payment ota paltry 
debt He retttmed, hie poetical fiuoe est^lUhed, 
the iriiole country niigasg with his praises, from a 
capilat in which be was known to hare formed die 
wonder and delight of tbe polite and the leariMd ; 
if not rich, yet with more money already thsn any, of 
tuH kindled had ever hoped to see him posies*, and 
iritb prospects of fntare patronage and permanent 
deration in the scale of society which might hare 
dazzled steadier eyes than ^oee of. maternal and 
fiMHiial sffection. The prophet had at last hoooor 
in hid own comttry : bnt the haoghty spirit dnt 
hid pieserred its balance in Edisbnrgb, was not 
lilcdy to lose it at Maochline ; and ve have kin 
wri^^ irom^ awld dm/ bigffin on the ISthof 
June, in tentM as ebongly eipreesire as any that 
em came from his pen, of that jealous pride whidi 
formed thegronadwMkof his character; that dwk 
anqiidbaaneas of fertane, which tbe anbaeqneot 
' courseofhis.hiatory too well j<tttified;duttnerroBS^ 
intolerance of condescension, and consnmmalA acom 
of menntiesa, which attended him t h rough Hfe, and 
made the stndy of bis species, for which natnre had 
given bim such extnundtnary qnalifications, Ae 
Honrce of more pain than was ever coDDterbalanced 
by the eiqnisite capacity for enjoyment with which 
be vrwB also endowed. There are few of bis letters 
in which more of tbe dark places of his spirit come 
ttt light :-7-" I never, my friend, thon^t mankind 
capable, of anything very generons ; bnt the state- 
liness of the patriciai(B of Edinburgh, and the aer^ 
vility of my plebeian brethren, (who, periiaps,, 
fonn^ly eyed me askaut^) since I retmned bomot 
have nearly put me but of conceit alu^ther with' 
my apedas. I bare bought a pocket-Uilton, wliich 
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tbktod^tlw 



tentiinqiH, tha danatkm magnaoHnity, the inttv 
jwl unyieldiiu; ind^MBdenos, the desperate dariogi 
Md iuMi Muam of faartUbip, in that great per- 
aen ag e Satan. . . . The maoy tica of acquunl' 
anee a»d frieadabip I have, «n- think I bare, m liffl 
T— I have f^ alMig the linea, and, d— n than, tbejt 
yre alraoat all of Siem of such frail texture, that i 
ta> ««« they would not Btond the breath of tbA 
Jeaat air^na bteeae of fiHiuDe." 
- iMvtg theoe who, hantig fonueHy *■ eyed Ufl 
•akwice," now appeared anfficiently ready to court 
hit aecirty, were the family of Jess Amtrar. 
Bwna's i^BctioB for tbia beaatifU yooug wtmatt 
had ontlired hia raaentment of her cwnpliuioe with 
Jmt four's conunands in the preceding •ummer ) 
Wld frmo tba time of thiH reconciliation, it la pro* 
^mM e be alwaya ItMiked forward to a permanent 
naiiM with dM mother of hia children. 
■ Bvnta at leaat fitaeied himaalf to be bnty witb 
«Kto«a ^aoa for hU fbtare Htabliabment ; and waa 
ivary nMwally dispeaed to anil bimwlf, ae br a* 
jh» ca«ld, of tha appannaities of traral and obeW- 
ytAta, whlc^ ta uMnval tf Inanre, destined pro- 
teUy ta be a abort «m, ml^ praaant. Af«ie«r*«r, 
in Bpite of his gloomy langnage, • speoiBcn of 
irtiiai bM jwt been ^«ted, we an not to doubt 
,tba« he {fenred mMh ideaaua from whnaMhig the 
.OTWaiairp papvbiity of bm writings and from ibo 
Ssuamg hewage be waa aure to reodve in hie own 



,« Ugh exciteDnnt in which be bad apeiitthe win- 
ter Md iimng, be, fond as be waa of bia fiumly, 
tad eager to make them partdcera in ^ faU good 
fortune, ihonld have, jnet at tbia tune, fmuid mm- 
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cMnidtinbltt parioH -ti^;Mhsr,"iH ao'' hMtble mA 
otfietaieirrie'Mtltatef Mmi^|M:' ' """ . 

.'Hi»»ppcrite far wiBferingmpporetfl hate U iW 
onl^ ehupened by fab B<m]er exmniiM'; ^Alttftt* 
nBining a few days at faome, he ratnnied to Edin* 
l»«^hj«Bd tfcmoe iiroceedAd iM stmUMPriHHItihiit 
by way of Stirliog, to Inverary, and so bade i^ain, 
fe^ Bambanon and Glasgvw, 1a"&biiG)flttev> ' Of 
tbU seomd excaraion, tm jovntDl luo'-b«eA ^tUMM^ 
r«Wd; -Wir do the estrtrcM frOM lria»*!<)n«cpAld>' 
lUtei printed by Dr Cnrie, aippvar (obevWtbf 
of tDBffA ootioe. la <m«, be briefly d«8inib«A m 
WeM H^Uandi K a coonB? ■< wlWM-moi^ 
Rireams tumble ot«tsbvi^ moimtains, tttinlysMf* 
Btft-eAd -with BBvage flocka, wliielF aturvingty atap- 
iWt^'tift-mrrage'inhabTtanU:" &nd is antitlKr,'bt 
fjins ancccoant of Jerniy Gvddes ranning a net 
afier dinner witli « Higfalander'a pot)y--^>ifall 
tfMwiirg; snd drinkidg- tj]l nnriae ti a gtmtlaamtk 
Ikmie on Locii LomoHd ; and' of other aiHslarMtN^ 
tfert^'— " 1 bava as y«t,"M,yahfi, " fixed on' nathte 
wiA respect ta ihe setitm bntjaeaa of life^ i at^ 
just as nsoal, a riiyitring, nmsoB-nufchi^, tli^llg, 
JliAlees, idle feHow. Howercr, I shali soneittWW 
itare « form soffli." ' -^ 

' III ^ conse of dm tonr, Bonn *Mt^>4ft 
>inttdMBaiidahterBiifhiBMrod,G«ri« NcmaMi^ 
>A«n MHiiS^ at Harneston, in ClackmttanMMf^ 
an dM immediate ncdgfabontbDod ef the raagntfiMvk 
«9eneryoPOmtle€KM[Aen,*«nd-dK'*ilfe<Bf'&tn«ll. 

' C>Ml« Caappbell. cilledolherwiMdleCwlbii^GAMff^ 

,iii ^KU!drerrginiidI]tfaiagfti^br.the'QehiJU,conttUM-. 
,»!« "n .^itewiw wev.of the pl^in o£Sfeilng, 'tt^uftlfflt 
jiiisscstiiin oT ihe A UtjK ftinily, »■«, In some wit- a tfWi- 



ROBUftVAUBMS. ■ lj>| 

ifhOed her IB a vmff, ukwhie}i,M,<miiunit»oiv to, Jtw 



U1 i .^ l.-r-. . 1 ,., . . . - . „t 

H f W i ntnd iwitfc Jkliat, .Cb«lm«% aftennieda, jyijr* 
IjiQr,'t9«bMni<weoftlwH<»t.iat«TMtu% «wi9» 

s^lii«Brl>tiiw-IeMWB W Mri Diiidap,«berMf.,pC|i;r 
h«p«>,nn jMtoC to tCoirMpondaiMa wUidi mi^.ht 

^pwUdimHuufwD^Mhwlionow. ,... m;^ 

.>Xt VMrflB tbwimjwdi t i n at that Awing ib^a, Kt^ 
«i«d tmtb.a high flaw of Jacobita jnijigaation-mbjla 
wtfniv>'lW BagEbMtUd paiaxa «t SUriio^i.ba^w 
impwdBU' *aoi^ to wnu same Ta^Mal»tta^ljI.Tb- 
t<■flMKtira^o[ taft.cugiiiiig iunil^iim ths vuwtW 
«C-lwiim.Tbei»ranesw«eoo^4dHul>wU^dAfK 
«»diBldiM|^ tbe iMKt tuoe B«nw p««wd thipflgf 
SrtB'liDg.ibe huBvdf brake die p«i»-of .glaM xaqr 
^HHBg iboai tbay wwe lUiWttbwed yeara^ftei^ 
*n*d»,taiiu (lUailFuitagSi utderaa dauKW.'.Xhd 
bet couplet, alluding, in tbe coarsest Htyie^ta ibe 
«»liiialu% itata of (ba goed kiogia.bfailb afttbe 
lm(b'W«a i«4<ed an outrage-qf wbicb.na p«l>tA^ 
pminditiirflawm ba?a tnftde««;nU«man.^tpi^w»^ 
JMir*i»>>iiR.aU. (nababUitrf, cwnpowil bia Renw «£■ 
iNKdiowv;: *B4aur«lf Wiwt Buna would, fftin^ye 
Qsdone, Otbers ehould have been not nnwuJing to 

Muajfr beld ftt.Slulinz, UnliiliaoT, or FallcUDd. The 
Ci^B CunplieU, on tUh fArlJe »r die-yUia: - ' ' >' 



ttliP>qiilh'ii'<iii<pi"'i»MwriiTM ' - 

fhe cwirae of this tonr, oa being Mfiind odmift 
|liBWm<Metl»iraBr>rodn*tin»lwi|i—i<iftifc 
ing ^DMclf ill Hired mt ifae ins at Iwrenr^'U 
WNMnvBanaa itf iia Qtmi tU Dikaiofiteijrttjkw. 
(ring aJum ptrty ■* Ae CMtb^ &Mi «ffiiHMik 
tiam t» the nk. He Jiad ■wn^>iw.*M<n^ 
pgHt^ nrt whb (he fainouwap»*f (hv J*U7>M9 
iCh)tH«Mlifwa4dioMdtokaKinii«wMidMi^i>i|M 
t>,Tl>«iyDai« kdiM ai HmiMtm m*%<Miw* 
i«g W I> Cunt, M^riMdariA lUadarfMUMir 
HkwIwAi Kmw ronteBHdMMt'itlMK iM «»*■; 
agki&ftrm wMm; aad AIM Boator- ^atxm.inm-m 
litlleidi4twtatiga>Mi.Aa mk^Mlt Aon^'tbwMli 
nu of Bwna'a linly iBaginatisn mighl^fMWd^ 
immSKOBd wtioipatiDH i^kk-lhs mkIMW of 
t]w'|Mmp«ct ni^ M^a- idiMniotDt. -.TUi A 
MwUe anMifhi IfiU I MppdM fnr wULuke<il 

flEtWMBy !«r of gw^iw-willMWtt nil <*ni, mnwly 
bMOMW iw did—t ffcofl— to bo tntuAaifm^fim 
kmi^i^ M tamfMif <a jcmag hditt.. Hvifw 



■war CaiTftB, UaCHtMnisn lUMd fatiK-«ithrMi«y 
fliiri»iHMiiwi flfitiilipit mi TTiMilffr, TTh«rfm*iii 
<qHHiM-,iB.:*h»iwNwd pemnttadiillMttMJMS'iM 

G<wdH«reBl iMk I.kidL I iKbM««Mo«i>Uitf[ 

l3ttfdw,.FfnI ;mHdd not .An*.-.ft>at.at' rbdnAMi 

ai^F,'ifi(.«efMllu.in4Btll-«f WU.".""<" ""' 'awl 



. .km — 



ttiiiyipiehniiff/^ 



4iimtiDrfi'«nEnarialv ■hA'uoC'finy-eeMcTt nM^^ii] 

«iinlfllBU«UB^(i Htt taiii me indeed '^AtMiMff 

* ' 'itif bi'Uiy merit' in Mb tfe mpW * 

~ r^'utmevte «liiiniiedr«MA(l 

IkmiAtutttl^ mkn k«i3bBfcH*d'«o.Mi^tlK< first 
ai(^te«pm»iia<n7ifaoan after hw wlntM'MdHli 
^^fa^ toirav'tfeit' bs-faKl beni Mrudt dkiWbM 

kmdd»iHW«^camfi«M to irUdi^thKt OP*tMi 



M ^n'.the coDitoijf tkw'umft-MuoB-^l'WsAWt 
liyxnuiouty^oaltMd tmmiiiomroftw&a''M»X 
■DBift Lodge in MnHUmet vfattB-BwWpMfUAM 
I ftBfct ttv M— Mi — tonndre-Mane'dHin aUffekWA^ 
4Medieaa]^tarti ' to diSMnt iDfivfdAplfi'IMft 
Mum ka-tad-no nuovM tafMlwi^-iM^ 
Mwvdii^ h» Mid: ms liapptir OM«et««A|-WMl 
lb«:Wf«a<«ratt'ar -flMKitlT expM««d.' JtU'iftlt^ 
ntetofnipMUig is fisblio^adffddHitt^lthe- Maria 
^■eii»'fnclicaiai'UteniKH«(4omtie«:f^<< ' !«'"' 
lUtlMAHilat, &un eeeiiiwd fiwriiWgiili^WytoWWfr 
yriaywt^ J>ruli(ln>/]>f HanoM^trte^itBdireHttMM 
toMidii^B 'at> Hamestan. He ww tee»)wyi<«4llk 

^]RiHr>Knan7 ^i«iaBd.Af •SUlitock^'ifrnbm 
lbiMfalirBBn*Kft»'«[AitMBdMHr'a^mii«dJ't^i 



IM ...um-DKii. r 

»f.l i > iitiii>» «*iikiifie^ wiA TI ii l l | [|, .I 

fwr. KMy be fludtoktfrfl ended irithGfeflgarti Ur 




■driM>d.ti*>.iti»»ei»>»*uw hiBi«ltaniioii4a.ltM 

U B Bodel: ha dwiMtdtoniitoiwaiti iftaMiw 
tf d gi y M ,oi«rniigdMl5 lh MM Hiii i dli|t na»<MM 
«riKunledtktf fidd. Ha smmts laliaMtMlHliM 

Wad «itbir;fl— , B^MdiMpti ^mi tlmtntitm fc«dt 




«d> UKnCan, dm iritb Ui CMOpan^'Mnxedli^ 
•AtMk-tdte iB.-»^iaiM4«sMpMi}rJdNiriAte1« 

■Hd»lit4«ofUnrigr,l««M««MMia^fMMh 

litenti bad meDdsd Jdg ^Mtan ky dan- oriticuiiuw 
I m Twt w"*y, wbo »PM Amir 



BOBnKrsuaNs. mI 

wdoV'"-.: .. -. . •■■ ■ . -..■,,,.,• 

■WMUBd'lw «■ liMitji irakiMna.ftaw tb«' vwmM 
tiUs A fiaul dcM«idwt-f>f. A»b<rt Bmo«. - SM 

til l1 ip-BMM'^Ut ilMghlfcood dM-UMU^Ktf 



^M4rof'tbei!eMce«Ucfah»ImdbiMMai'« ' 



to^Aisad Mnail «n • ibh* extenuT* taw tlMnh* 



take. Smbo Stagmonta <tf liis joanal ih««p.>at> 
■caalfibaaB/dMcanaad* nd.«n now in mf hand* t 
jB'llat'l ai^ bifM l« «U«dmfr iatanMJNg'fMalit- 
wlHa rto tin acoaakt^fDr Comer IVwiwI- 
Jnalind'* MBt-d>Ma*Air theiB attadtiB g* i l hl 
■ ir# I nil a ii ■ , fcripy, ^mkMftm nryAmii . 

9y« Aia^BM SM^ UB7***Uia da)'," mft'imt, 
.teHhaan Biliri—gl'Jar « -towy w. MMafw^jsitli 
bar gooA'friaadfiAi.Niiadl, a4ma> ongutfi^r^ 
bmnonr proutua ve nock antnilaiiiM^ilH 'i^iiltr 
illta^teu*^>bnib'tMpMwl)DaMtr}> b-WMvlrft^ 

*»** ifijflijflrti^i^^ >^ftt ^5?^.; dl^^e *3* 



iM .ynfrtfVifW' 



Il-tiuik dM.»iaa»«f.«anuitift,Mit«|..f«4Mnnt)f 
dv^i^' will b» bMWH ftktwd 4niki,|j|e.(«rfM^' 



hnt inteiligwit mindly *fihBy««iiMay.«flit lw l u i H 
than dw qtiilenca of a. oliibi.«a MwWnfciniilw 



«tiw Iwf «t-tbe BUDS' tiucv cM«4m>llMi>^aMl^ 
Imi,«ftlMiFplaa^folka,«K. I MmyttUs Uri»«« 
t^fi that«ii:ili)iiHileB«d, aip«B)(v»nBcl.«MBti7^rt# 
atfi ^stMlly HUM a^MMUo.»« ^HMpVirti tiubflq 

tuoBtty GoltivaMd lilw a £^eB>" mn 

' It was hardly to be espected that Robert ButM 
should bare wtiinated the wealth of na^Mis «qf 
(irely on the piinciple^ «^'4 'political ritnaiiM«tii ri' 
Of LkdMigDW- be Mfa^ "I'dK totro «MviM dK 
■ppearaiMfrtif ni^,d«C^edi idtegrandenr^^-acbatutf 
ingljr niral retired aiiuation — the bid Royal ^ff^ 
hee a tolerably fine bnt meluioluly raiow-^tra^ 
ly sittiated by tlM brtekof^ looh. ' &howB'tli«MiA 
■wliere tbe-b«MHiiiBl injured -Mary 4}Kem lol^MU 
wtl$i)brtt; A pretty good old G^ic ditirdi^^^iln 
MbmoDB etoQl of repentance, ia ^e old {U>iniao 
b^V«*vl<>Ay'*itaaiif»i. •Vibtit Kfot^-^^iii^ag 
bnainesfl is a Presbyterian place of wwfUp ; dirtp 
Ap«w, and i^ialid, stocJE m a cofaar oColft^opMi 
tin»deniv«iuh M lioltlihpnr, ndnuakaalvaiftltH 
MM( <C»i«MM>ayfliMl abmr, if-jniDctoafclyilwaiRfrf 
i(8-Wre abiMiit^ neeeMary 'a*' ^ t""^. (^f"™^ 

At Bannodkbnm Ite trtites a» MloWf ;' '* Here 
wi Scot can pa»U>fl^^e0e|ii(.. ,1 ^y^tftJpywlf 
uiat I loa Biy gaBu)tiJMWBtiy«eB aMniB|^»rer.tib|| 



K0Mtll««eRN8. Wl 

im,mi iw W'<^* ihi' iii iM* iii M v itf«flitat mt». 
wj^-ih>'» ii ri »iMW pf'ifcAf<liifcetiij tfifclfci^HMg t 

OOP-Mi, MaMni tn-llw^ IwMe nydl'MfttdH^ afil 
MMHmiiiberlf' wftMndc^pettdMHW.*'* <-'U' >m 



•Bonf his beM pwt^f'BiigHMi^ bet<»fo»^' "''i<"'v 

*Toellc ardours in my bosom swrll, 

Hone Inawlering bf the hermit's mosiy ^ ) "' 

Itoe foes; migtiLsBkcticl.WwV'UvWK^niti. .-.:,<: r 
And look thraugli nature wiil^ crcaiiy^^rt; > * - ^ 
Htl^tothewronf-soffatihal^Kcancilea;" ' 
UMbttoiiB'lliglneBtlMeHinMit'ntRdn'MS't" " "' 

AMliDiwrpr*iirMDi.ai'UwM>faMty bwmd*, 

BWbiLai la MDthebaTbiilaiiMtMi>4 WHWifi't. >"< iv 
fine tieatt-sCruck Grief might hcaTei)wudstivl<^)ie(,fC*^. 
Ana Injured Wotth fotget andpHrdoaiuaD." 

uiftfiGlo^rvn we Iian lUa msiMniidmtaw 

'"■'RitM'UHt «<iidt «r'Biin»'« imte'BUTC'^))M,'''tiif 
MdUpvftMowu* haaMa «nlt of dl AutaM^iiiiiaMb 
hpJMKTiboiJhtw'it'^'Uien M<tza«#tfl[iaMri<W«> kbito 
mndnsifln of (we irf, hia haii-buaJW d«fc„T[itb ,M,I^!J^ 
CflaMity a* if Ihejhiul never seen Ms person before. . 

''«'t'*WitJJd^mK'&^'»r«;*''''''''' "'f^'l 



1U» .?.v.ivUBaiW&:-s 






a igstK'Jbh th* -flwiAwMtwMMy-p B c ^ ) — I 

ja,^-^,..„r.. ,. 1. i ,■'■ •>;. ..'-T,^-..'.' ,n. ilEBOl 

.., Hia nfttoa oS'DMJkddi and ^urfof. i AtUeiata 

Smart.. Ndl G»W:|^^;<Biil»rtti.af I hmiHj 
<Hi^ihiiid:4gvK, widi bin 9«)-i^ btir sbed «ubia 
bMeM«ocial brow..>aii iatMBifeig. te^ i tiAi ig 
Mtng a«tm,'<lnmd «pci(hMUtadnMai-unim<fcHnii 

«Bret (jow. — ^FftcK^ — ride up TamMt't^wjl* 
MlWt"-FMoaU)ry > bemtiifnl'raaWBl^ nntA-lnU. 

Uat LonlDnodee'a aMaa. .S/inr — np withjM 
KaghMB QWty and haftpy .fenatbe ^aamiDnidf 
tfaat fiinly~-o(Nifirai«l ia mf gsiHl'i^iiaaniafiiiii^ 
fmndAValcm^.SaAMAiS'— Visit tfae soanea tc^i 
Rlwr I Hi-. IhiI spoilt with bad tMte." 
.'.Mr WdlWt who, BS we have seen, fwnaai 
Biiras'»pa4H(wit«inc«tn Ediabu^h through B]a(di» 
kickf'WW aii.thifL period tator is die fta^f*M 
HUMft) wd' &oia him tbe following parttcvlMk 
«! Bwili's reception at the seat of hii noble padrOB 
aw duwsd> " 1 had often, tike others, expemaced 
4fae pleumwwl^Gh uise fniDi «ha •i^>bn» dralak 
gWtlmdBqapet bat I never saw drose Jeelings so 
intfuyw -iHtiiiL Bnnw. - Wh«< we, jeaebed;aixiiMie 
lltttwiitW river Tilt,.whfli« "it tBi**eibiRg!>taf^ 
^tl«oAf yreefpioe, from whiah tbera is a DoUiSjWS^a^ 
Ui[l, hittfarow^maelf on tbe heath)' setfi, uidigaTf 
Msibelf np to a tender, abetract«d, aoA volnpbMna 
9nt)uina*siraf inaginatJoD- It wai witb,minibidi{i 
firaHr^ip^erait«d^Ai^tttigyt^sjtpg(rfaaiiH 
be iBtrodnced in proper time to tapper. . 






todraw fin^ ■»-fnpuir09fmt>fyp dA mfpmM 

Kgftte conTen&tion, bnt, when led into it, be sflokv 
■itktnte^.imipBfltf, ■adiioMltelsK.i -HftitmdtO' 
(HertiiM ■MMtimi lirnmirti hn'IfiirTr if OMt^tili^ 
riwn ffre-hinra^tiifctO'betlWBev'TIWddK^H'ai* 

CiH^ifaiDitiJi/attMcttd mnaboT UR^adtniMagit^ 
iriiir. wir Jwiilto' *g ifow«t men VDtl iemi^ 

cwBtiMTyMid'iddi'wfatdvbetMrerytftait ttUBi i yf 

okM^-Uv-ptMBX ' ".'IJ!.IHa 

•Mi<4.jitort' dB^^'I -took « tiifa) witb'tiim k{i*«iMI 

Uniliood,' aad ms bigblfg^vtifieid by hh 'AgtaWlii 
tttknii.' -As ■i»pedttea-nf'ihia'ibap(rilR8B'-flfi<Mkt 
Xspliini^'iEnd Btmgtb'of etcpmuAMi^ I'wflt'UC^ 
kiM>«nmark wbiclr fa»'itUHle"on-bt«'Mr«#i«9l 
Teller, who WW \««tkiiip « lbe tilM atf^-pm^ 
Mhrang. He WKsamaBof ATvhaHbttfcIuAsy 
pfawn ; and, while- fiwm ws» eXfveMd^ Hi im 
Mffi>«lH» h» mtertaineA for tiNni'oR MconM'vrf 
Mw-rigwans talent^ ahboogh tlw;^lMm etMtAetl 
At'tmea by ctNvsenewt of mBiitienu.0 fn «li<»i,'' h« 
* bis nind it like bia body, hehM n'ctn^ 
t-atrong iB-kBe»'d son of ««D«d.' "'' 1 "i' 
, •< Afoob stMBtiatt was ptid M BunmibwhlW' 
taw tnd after the Dnke's return, of whkft beWaa 
l|wrflcdf vumiblfl, vitlitmt being vain; Mr) «t*ltU 
AipartiaM 1 reunnmended to him, as tb«' ita^tttfi 
jroKiUte return be c«nM make, to #rite hoiik ilel 
aadMHra'TCnm mi any of the wtnet wltb wM^ 
W'knd'.beHi '«o nfuch deli^htwt. AftMr^lesthiK 




#lto SmT, Hd hid tfavcUtf « 

tho^ mtfe nkliMBd to KM 

m mrn Constrr, and, in gtsMal, ^wfaMmil i«> 

wtferKoM*; be *mt, imn 






tint carwdaratuMi on ^ cJatBB W i} 
fa ti««llHnoe«f'Miy^tn0Ml w^MinlMMnf fiusa't 
■roricB ought Vt bwc iCceirM «t !» -hamk. ; ' 
', From Blue, Barn* paaeed '' many vnlesthniAiA 
• irilil otmttty, auMog diffi fjcsf witlx ctecs^ 

SjM;^! and imt devn t(w htrann ^moBii (Tliilt 
Upef, (to taraoaa in ScottiA Hmaie^) fikdOiM^ 
lU,f Gmst CMtte, when be spcmt iiOlf.A IIct 
with &v Ammm Grant ; /mmad tte mMr-.m 
SUn «t«g>, bm fidled I7 y* wnr'*t- Cteite, 

Birth ;■ the humble petition," to which Mr WdlL 

lefetijhav* since (hose days heeii welTcairf ft^l, 

llrer fai lb pRient gtate, couM have na prettM Wfft* 

^r»y«L-;- ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ •-.-.rint ji. 

" ^^^ Let loftv fin, ftDd ubet ttni, tbt k> 
TufTut^ki, In noodUiw dial, tnv . 
Aulbraniuitotnvttn'i 








B, iPBrthp'«f ^tW a 

«fct..MiiA>.»Mtoowfcg,. and ■EbbW-gup nd 
" - —6^ Uw thm." 



hNMrif'M Oafdon Cottle, jaat « Iba duMcbawb 
md b iJ ugia li f dte iria » phce W-the ««M^ dwUt, 



,dlll..Mi|ii ti Im lliiiiii o& the field of h«Ule-.breii&at >t 
Kuilick*— old Mrs Bale— ileillng unee, vsnn ItEart, 
Kmbg piaiion, faoneit plMe.'.^ tD Ul nnCMilmon d^tta 
■acratM BMaftrin'i wife, dMighWraf Cl!tyfc«an n Mw »M»| 



luMhWl ■MMMIlQIlb 

'loi^^lbaautifiil uid lovdy — iHist Sopti]' SnW) 
: vrr bMDttfiil, bui most agrgeable and amiabhu-Moi 
tkWi Ae nnilMt, mtldeat, ■wwtcst-enMira'-in'iiMh, 

tralj poBM.but not qiiu Ifaa UigUmd oxdiiUiT- 

I iw ue muir where Sbsk^ieaTe lays 



JM^ Mn ij e^b— £Mi — Tea an 



.Tesonbltmai aT thivbUr^ 



■lonnMctkB mtifiaitlimnmifmmtmllil^/ iiCtaifHr-. 

Bttt journeying Bloiie,i n M M dii t » l yrpip;WM(tt»titlJ 
an inritation to Mr Nicoll, to come to tbe castle.; 
His Grace's laeeseiiger found tbe bangbt^^hool- 
iiraat«r striding up and down before the inn dow, 
inia B(ftt»«f high vnttb wdiWfi^tWttMnmpil wlm 
h«"Cfl»udered Barw's iwgWt, tati ii».^ofe gia f 
oindd' AofteiL his oMMd. He JiwtwlteaAiiiowlHiwa 
lMBeH(itiBd tk»ipDet<&a^gi'«tof<h».«DiH|t 4fl (ii » 
l«t*M»iheiilD«tl nindffiwdi hisimtahle ssaoMMb-' 
n once left Gordon Castle, aud repMWtd MtiMw 
iaarj wfteiie* ltlio«J)'Wi4 hftfima^^ne wf)i«MXt>u 
ibftlaaaOBBi pnimed tbeir JQWs^ <riiWgi*bftaWM 
(tfiiihe Maaxy Fritfa. TIuh inoideM tsay, atittn 
tOia«g^»«tmfoS:Hi» axm^fvtemta,wimk,flirt 
MbB< immng, lika- our poat,< 4w tha dsbatwUv 
land^jetween ttfo diflerent ranks of aoaety,- fln^ 
OTctoJie ButQeeted. To jAaj tlie Hon tiii4er ami 
niraiHirtBiiaeB, junet be difficult at the bes( ;, JfaK, fr, 
dafitste buainws, indeed, wbenthejackallBju^jimt 
ailintdutnn. " TbiB pedant could not stotooch lb* 
snpeHqr aHccesS at Ma friend — and yet> td^B fvr 
pD«ejfa^inu.BUuro.! he cerUmly was one of .ib* 
fboat^nKfaaMBBtiii.af his admirota, M*Li.one«f,ijj» 
ia>sl rihFtiD0Bt8'of«ll bis intimates^' The«)in^»>' 
molt eiFBDnWa visit a« Oordon Caadsi '^,mM}n»t 
maifi' my^ iSi Wnlket', <'.»,«a<Ktiffii)g:i^^pr 
fai n ^ ne a*, bM io«ll {ffolMilMlity ft>MdoiMi)i]i9rait> 
OM^rvsi* iBn§cv><atar anang fenMoe of ancb^ 

andniritharfm^luiactiTAjnnMfniqtJlHlbm* 



ROBtsmsimifB. 



wbiflfc we cantMt at'pt|^iit<yaaHi«B «iiddefiio>i 
tM A ifow •AiyR .itftiaitilsarin^oSkktirfdiw^i .Bdbm 
iriiifiitiitioiirii riiritiiu f^<lii ilwiiilniinihija 
w«ii«<6ft«be >bnpHMUi)s be.faad imiiiiiil fliwmiJB 

JMUfffABrib^iiutboMtaauiM ji< '■■■ ••' ion 



■'"""^ilev. 



*•' '■--^i^ 'iiiui's chain;," Ac. ■ "■ '" -1 H 

-<$h« DVebeMi (» bsaring tbtm ready sud^su^ 
pu irt'lhey w«m Dr ^Baattto**, ami on )««nng 
■i#tlMe"tl(ef tMlytWiR, eSffMMd. hsr mBh'that 
■BtmiB Ha«-cdeb(M«(l-:Gt)i4oii Ga«ti» in. his >a»A 
VtMciiW.''^ Tto ««IBW nm-tmoa^ ths po<werti)Nil 
ifMOlhA^tiuMii'i 'I ■ 1 ■ '.I Ji. 

' PntBBi^ H» jqwHwy' a lawg'llwcoMt,ilhB|i— t 
-trtriMd-nieiNWiTOlr itebn, FMn«f,iAb6vdBeD^'iMd 
'StdtteUn ; wtiers OM - of Ur r^aliaH^ JmuM 
BwiiiMS'writev-iB MontniMiiuMliim.'byappoiBn- 
VMDitt utd c«tid«<t«4 bim' iata'tha ihit1» ofrlM 
mt«nuil kindred, amtmg trhaai he ■pnt"t4TOaM 
three days. When William J^tntfWj ^ bthst^ 
■bandoned hia native diMnct,«sve« toi^nnBOiit^ 
be, as he vaed to tell hii drildreu, Wok a nbmb^ 
^nl fuewell of bis brother on tfas euminh of th« 
jMt IhII from which the roof of tb«r Jowly Itoina 
cMd be descried ; and the old nan, ^tpeewitf 
IWe cnr after kept up sd affectionatxas w iiend. 
ettfie tridt bU bmiiy. It lell to' ibe poeiV lai 
to cotnianDicate his fiuher'e death to the Ku»- 
bprdibesMre' kiiiA«d, and afem^thM ha seenul » 
]tarf« 'maintained the mat ssit tf'caam^^ 
^c^' H» tmmMrmed- a iriniiTnilifrtiiiiiwlMwri 
«rMl<rtMe'g«wdipMqi)e,i«9diia mletter** bia bm- 
|taV>OUbflfl,'ve.>fiad-hHn.j)0nabiiig..thni'ii» 
■ Monnmii *o1. i. p. OD. 



■llillwir winiTiiim* i<<.,^irii-. c.;.i i.> > .. .. .,.,i 
,.,.H,T*Wi^*e«L»f.fliy;..rtngfs,"«pi,l*, ",«re nijt 

cared I for fishing towna and fertile e^xmi}"..-.)^ 
■rriivail SBOfl mora in Sttio^iuK)), on % 1S4 of 
Sefrtw^m', luniig t»t>e11ed abeHt spt Ifimdr^ 
nil«8. i« twtHMul- twenty days— ^eatly exUadfid 
ilM Ac^uAint&nce with }m own couqtr^ wil vifi^ 
«ft,qwafl Af iu moBt dassioa) aceiunFrTTtobAeiireil 
MUBttog v. UigUand muinera, whicV n«rt Jwe* 
IWW'iW^intomtiagl w tbey. ««», a^vel lo luDRm 
—dtBWIlHtf Jrw d cbm mI wM y-Wtong .the jftfli^jr 
Jacobites of the North those poli^cal rfi.titBy 
«Mk,|K«t<tUatK(iMl»nnrefl. -, ^ i. .,:.-./ 
iH.(QlfrJtfaailBiF.pMnw caapoaed-dnciAg.^is.mBJbs 
)W)dr.*<«ra WA ham aliwdy wentioned, (;«r<^Rffi 
4>ra«>''^'^liilait«wliQgl)y thtfsU «( FywahN^ 
Iilocb IllflM* Jw wnta with )u« |»eaal tlw T^nnw ' 



■Wm'^ "Sir William Murray's of Ochtettj^ 
BK ei^ebfaled Miss Mnmy of Lintrose, eominOi^ 
!y called " The Flower of Sntherlanit,'' 'ib M 
SoDg — - I 



;4itd( tfie verses On Scarinff some ifSttfittlt'^it 
Xo(ATurU,-~ ■•■''■•' 

,:. -. .i-r Wt>T»7Bt"wntaofthe Ufce, .* ■ 

* Onwnl Conf^undence, No. M. 



that be sdded to tU.C(^ectiMi'^AIHtt|><ttlB WdidM* 
^ 6FtBe-snntBAA-, "BtM'^'Biihii^'Aibii^dfeat 

1^ lAteb he IuAI''cittffoDpWced ittMre<ibtb(M 
At^iner^JOM.'" ■■"■■■ ■■■.-.■• i i.na-j 

'-" 7%br)io«t thke'unWTiriUd his fimd};f>Bt'IffMW 
y^^li'Ud MrMfller at DtiBwinHnii ete tli#>WMt^ 
bfiafADS qil'iiRRe Msntety examtnttdcAV^^ 
ffe^enttu's esttttAi'-w* find bim writfai|; M'if 'M 
Kid bBImt'dedded to become bis teDftoV'OrrtAB 
AM) of Ell^laiid. It was not, bawev%F^ itiMFIl^ 
bftd"fbT the drird titoe mhed I>ainfries-flUi«->fd 
Mtttb 1786, tbat B bargidn wesncMdf^ cW 
lAineda '^^ '*»*• 

■ Moretbanbalfor OwbiMrretting-bJtliltHtfilNjlM 
M^ in BditiUu^b, iriwre Bvms fbnbd'OFiferi^ed 
BlafbiB presence va^neceasai^ for dMsatfe&cbMlr 
tSildpWon tif bb'aflUra wiib't)kebe»kMllem--ili 
MMm to be deWr enM^b th&t'<ne^iM*<Bbrectl #■* 
die aociety of bis jovul intiniateB in iber ca^tMk 
^or whJw ivollmit tbeMBMMKntr-i^fft'liUle ro* 
tnaiHW'td fill npriiiiat vknat b«t»s dM^lWtt bom 
iI«4od(ted<tbat wiatBx in Bnst» Ssreetpon^inapfip 
A^lienMrB'bMniiliil widow'-4h*«ania-tA,fn'H|| 
ktadinmit^'VBg, ■ i -. . '-.. ,. t „, .,< 

*' darfodi, migtnuof nr "MiV'&C^ 1"'^ 

taid a aerie? of prose epistles, wWcb bwve teen te- 
'parate}y pnblmed, and whiter -preseBplttoTe in- 
mn«MM]t~ksd taste, bDmbsatif Jangnage, .aad fqiU 
flome sentiment, tbari conld be produced l^m.^afl 
bis writings besides. 

■ At this time'tbe pobHejItftHi'caTftd' (JbAnTOn'* 
WuseuM'o/'SeiiltuhlSotiffwae'^ifni^'^iSn Edini 
fMv^; and'dieedlMr BppeaB to hB««(tguA)''^|V» 
Vailed on ^umi to gira liini liis auiitanca in thf 

■ o't ■■■-■ ■' • 






_^^ _ _ *M Tcdue, ^liAed, IB IWiV 

.b^tnoM'nf>lHBiiiUli];bntuil^ ^- < - 

wbM) antearad in Merclit 1788, 







eoCte vMntty rbBk<te 

Blniliw.iMrt nnii«ii«i lUii faa WMUikant^akM^ 
■wkM pranowlr t and. ii m An» i)m iJMvitliW 
we mut date U« unbhum to t 
|Met^-,««.ifiraiityi-i» Btemd 
tbMW«»|«iake aira viiich had b 
BM«y iB«WMs^b«ui DUBwd MT«na»'dM>4id 
ntf deaens t»..lM imnMra). It »wBU..kU>«B 
#bafc fcoA' tbia. timO' BniHi .gih^ow4 ni^ioKr 
jtiMasthol WOK* : and wbetber ve va^ibnAadM 
MgMt.tihMi.ncii wa« tfae ca«^ anat dtpond^tuL^ 
•••litiune wennke-af hwtmigi aaaniwrfuwfclt 
4wi«(lMr:p9tim ;.«ipi^ on i^idi>.«n^ Bte>to 
thiM'koir 4i>Ma^aAd;o» rtiW>*lwir^iiii\il>*P 






]iKMlia«dltaBtod inttlM-aii^'il^ amiia hiu y tiwfcm, 
jM0giM««ar'Muaiblf , .tbstltf Bonn had tmunktk 

.omllMi^u^ ^M^iBlifHi vliicfa bow U^ilipnBe* 

dnttw tf lif« iu wbicli he tru Kt Iragth ■boW^ 
beragiged. 

, BaniffirimsplNuDt^oiitlie3UtafD«oeiDb«r,at* 
i^iuwr to caWmM (U tiitbndar 1^ tlM.«fonaMM 
fiteoe ChtdM Edwnd- Stwoi, nd ^rodiie«d oil 
Ibe McarioB ui ode, put of wUch J)r Cunie hat 
yWWmic-Tht ^pMMBM !»rtt »o|«Miiw&«my«*» 
pirtlttAt j iw uiinh ifoithBplwwbas bMi MWH. 
■fmiwiJ 'lbmpfem»fhn m wuMUaf ria y a y i ^ . 
•i^'frn^Smmk-imia^i from tfae 'CShw«iiir'«uC» 
■MMtf^wbiA'tiw foM iuuaMM(l>-aoHe«MMU'«S> 

^^^win_ kMwwB GfUowsf «n4 A]nhk«/ie>ti«% 
<i.r ^«-«K«iNb) «f tlM ti<u thtt ennu'tpfftHlM 

t i OiBW ywwi of •o.«ff<mB»-iii-» imi km r m mth 
iwdlan I'Mi." bo wniM, « widv tht< mm «fn« 
-jMrgpoik trith-Kibtuiaed Ji^-iMtMideA'iHi Aaoit* 

.4UidtMM4> yiwdii^^ vdagh» riw di tr li B fc. 
difcwtwdhf BOWhwW-WW tfcc>MUMP«f -•««<«»% 

oKiifctwBWWMMHr tho iligfct*t, «■«)' iaWlmiMfc» 

.1. >^ ■""<i^'feAiffiattm^,^naja^^i^;i^.!:: '.. 



half way throncfa the fire bo«ta>>ifP4fiMN9 M 

hftPcMiH;"* ■■ ' '*' i'---i'f'-- ■"■'Hit I- UMisivBi 

ilri4l{lb'nnwtting<t»tlift WHitfjWwfaK^'ih S ll il WI 
atiaood. " 1 can't ray I mil iil«o^tkei^at>rilfMH 
wlteA'l'Mtt anywhere ifi'bifHpftMiNbM 4Ma|^ 

lMr'it««y»' la 'ivf iraiifisMl Opptemio^^-mtMii» 
bt^ eoflt«tnpt. Bnt I'haM«%ttt(llty-*i#kbMWk>4Ul 
■nfiWhtgH mny-B faa^4«botiMdtdiy, sndtniltiBy 
HlVttd id /'Aarbj 'Mywont«i«Biyii<^rti«><fAAitN 
^■tert tOTjtiWt#o<iwitnre»thMl wottld- W fr f att 
#fttaTO In Ms'wfkrMitte ttwvenh^tbe IwftM-Hll 
AMa='^«n'oyatef oniMMe »f-tbe:deMrt tbonnit 
BWbpej ''Tlie'(n»'fi(wnota'«iabwMloMiT«afBJ> 
■l^«f the MhM' bu B^tlnr -wMi mr few/Mum^i 
. OH« BMir^^tAcfaiiM of dris WteguHkmO'liwat 
dntafMhdflm imy be Bottdentkit " llwMiMra 
Metf>A(>hHribte ««ek«; !Aiif^hfnMl'lMrV[«lriU 

irMM4i«HltnWJwiriiedAft»i>ftc>'«HildrMi|liMflifc 

IM My Mdv Infant wraldv'by M0bf0 M/VllM. 
1f,>9>iim c-ri^iiiHrpriTRte,'iMd'<S«(4cWMn wv^ 
B«M>l4!'M)Mier ^nen^:- now I nahnA IVIImi ^:iML 
^itftllftirriDiiiwdm, tt'ttnle'iw*»tt)ii|MMHl» 
awtdHeAiJ -1%^ B^HHeil ii^'dlitin*^ fcpithwgfc 
I^flViM'WflM'«4lfdty>ito>ftltaP««rftow)(44^^ 



ttti m9-«mmdiKt^k.: ,.v>t ..nt >i -u-v^.U ,r.v llsfl 

rerisited a tarm, — talked aod vrpta •cholM^WW 
inMlpiihMt'^JiiiuriMS* teMn^MdiBfllmgb-f^l," 
«BdTM>Anlk I Jwtr#U ih« whilraowiwwkimdMM 
(iwnd]s,ii^«4mtcl Iwie bee* nttf attange if.hi),Mil 
iuA>:«ie iftmd dMBip'tliwt the- wlmtra^iii ^JlW 
«Malr|)n.win)d<eieb}iigf«went,)MeU.iR4WiH(tll^ 
•Dd-ttt^kAbifMb ' Hi* illnwa wwl^GtufinMR^ 
0ff«.MBiii-l<«iiira.M owMtumie hja NWfJnqtiM 
«itTtlib,dM4eMvWflAE bisfiMM^acto > wd ^(MtM* 
liMiti*eJMvei)MiRdinwyMieh tbtMewbo epnyilbft 

Ineat «Mr (be •lUlBl&irf.litMMliitt'aAd t|Ha|t^(Ht<4 
Wpanw njMlulitintiaf.waeiy b»«e bwn^iiviM 
enw* invMily'Qr'Oasts^'WMnrona witfa thft>«fl(t 
acMum .vf .thiMa v«9l^«Bl»,-SFmA^wibi«))'«IV'taft 
tteif pO MOM if D dttJTe aogiii>gl8«l.gyatifaftti»Ht> i ; 
\<Bmi»'» disu«aae«, hornvratt vwm t»J)<i«tiUi^ 
«Iwr«fflnmtted. WbHe mW ndw OwMbM^iMf 

few that lua intuofMiy widi JoW' Aotwiir J MWl rtlW t 
•aeroiezpMmd her to-rtw r < y i ; <i wh ^^ib^i^p ft Bw i |fr 
Sm ftiJMT «tARdy Snd «t W>M;4SIW»4i% «IRt flif 
dtnt»i»ai Sta»,.aaaiAa t«mlk UifliMilllN'^^nM 
iliiiiii«i|n!ileiila.Wfiisiids-ia Msoa)>Jji!^t4i,|K4« 

4««iBn«il »»tf>-Bll.buti^i».ipr)f«.; It)#te(<«!>lftAtUi 

he eays, " ' t with Ivxredead, but I'm no like to 
die.' i-fetft^t^g^i^i^^iffrmffl^'ibml 



iTO ' LIFE OF . 

AieiiMMp<2i(Unkil'aM).0o«M^«nytboMgbl«hoqU 
tfateoiJtlelMnlffaiD.atDwckumiragiineU.'. Eoidlf 

4i1nG«ftngi>^«lon hafe. - SKnoal)', djo{#,',Ii£t 
M'AntdM'pMwata.DN- with. hut ,ar,i)HJ«j)cb«i| 

tUUifliraggiQ 911.'''^ ^ ', . I 

' , 'ilt-Mbmi U) faars be^MM^-tbal. Smwi'at.bft 
«amwed(«|) ilia courage to solicit -th^ wtW^. inf^fr* 
ference in his behalf (^ the Eail<af 01«ncair^ Xb* 
kMcrbAbriefwie. Bwbb MvldUl endura this 
ti«vnl>'*ttitadfti »h) ha mabed at one* to.hiB.pn 
^Nfst^-i^l wiih," saysbsi " W get iDt(i,tbe.«B> 
«al«. - i UK tohl yms lapdahip-wUl eaailyiprocdnt 
lBe->^'gmt'fn»n tha po aniMB Moaera '; and ycmr 
l«4alnp'a patmw^ and. hiadiiMtg, wbiel bare «1^ 
sea^ reaowd .■t«-ir(wL.«bwnri»}',..wntehcdn«|f^ 
it)d«ail^ MMhaUea me torask wit int«reM. ¥09 
iMwIiibeime-.imfe tt,i(i.)ay ^wer ta Mim tbe-li^ 
tis'Bf'ftofne, tW •htltcred an-agad mt^herj-tff;^ 
b WB ttaw^ — d tfcreeai<tMa fnm] deetcnction. Tb^ 
fff ted, jau'hara bound meorer to the highest 

^titude. My bean sinlu witbin me at .the 

i^M afrii^iljQng. \o my other of The Gi^ fiha 
iitfm<[i«rinimd .nw-witb their CBBnttnaace^ I aip 
W'^aMMfjtO'dOK tlie beds of gzeatness with tbe 
iw^iwi/HnW ofiwiiflitatioB; and tremble joearly ^ 
»wb-«t(t)i<»<(iioi^&«f^a4wbl.praiais««a 9f ijif 
«Qldidfwal.>"<t . ....,,( ,t 

->'.b.tMWld'b«>haFd.to tlaiok that this letta^ j^ 
««Ml9»i4r>Bi^%»itly ceoeiFad; »n. the- ptmUM^ 
«la.'ltB«v>'tW.^in>«'« ^tUada to Xord'j^teL 
<mim'UMe<lnft^jig#il>iaili£(i.v.Bat tbeM^s^^i)^, 

• ReliqUM, p. M. . " 

tOeDend(»iiM4nDild»«,«fo.«. - ■ ' 
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fKnvInwfit Mlctt he coveted wat b<A procured' t>y 
iSJ* Exertion «r'li»-fldbhti(M^'sifalllMkhA! ->#tf 
fttextibii<«WOK'M>i«feMy]^'ltf«ttlo(iBUlfn>> 

htrpptnAag tdhew Bitpad, 'wUI« idK ■pa.Omt, mkmt 
Hon th0'«A)j««t vT'liJA wirifti^ traM'iaMiedua^ 
l^nHont' dtoptiing sAyfainfof hfo <lllteMti»^<|i]iit 
cotoitataScsWd 1M Hate of the 'poet'l Ma o tc wMf 
Grahaoi of Fintray, one of the eowtuinialMHHdf 
e»rig^ i»tio'l«t met B«r» st the Duke «f Atbcle's 
ia t^e autamn, and wfao imme^ately hadrtufpoetll 
Ittitie pM on the tbll. ' ' "-' i 

' ■'Inftvechogen'this,iir}'^''^i'"<')(*^'**'*''l* 
BtirAa'to Mn''DUnIoi>,) after mature ddilMrdtitm 
.^e qneitiob is not at whatdeor of FortQiie-Vyw 
teee iball we enter in'; tat tt4iat dDOW dies .ilw 
(ipen to'tiB ? 1 ^irai^iMrt liMy to getMytUUg^ 
(Mr. I-nrantedvnM^ wtiiiAii« sduigeiwittiHtrttiW 
tbppy aitnatiim. lgt)ttbi9WilhoatBa;flM(D|^a|^«r 
or mortifying BorichatJon; Ifis imww&t» kaault 
t^d, thongfa poor mComjIarison'of the bMeigfatMU 
iiffnths of my esfetfertce, 'tte Minpy'lnoompdriBOD 
of all my preceding Ilf^. J9e!fiiikt,tiie'MiMiltHgn>- 
en are gome of tnem my acquainlanctg, iutd 80 
tfUiemmt/Jirmfrieiidt."'* ' nj,-,-^ 

' "OoT poet seems to inve k^V np'Hi st^M* «Dt>> 
rk^ondence during his eonfiamnetlt Withf1riii)«(d[u 
aelfer, Mr Creech, whom he «bo ftbaii)* mi^ 
beartity in his letters to tus ftjeadi ia-Ayw fct w. 
7%b pablisher^i acconnts, however,' whstftMviiMW 
at last made up, ronBt have given tiie' 'iwpitltfM 
^tirfrli ^rety' agreeable stopriaey -fol^'ih Ks^^er 
ai&byiB qnoted, to Lord Glencaint, we-'fliid luK^ 'ex> 
riCiik^g hi» hopes that the gnrta pn>ftWOf4)l»ttoA 

ii^K'£hbiiiii «tf<"«Mi«t"th(t»'i^e0o;f'wkfeiflM^ 



1T1 lJ»E.Of 

Untimitf of WUling- witk Mr CnMhi-fas fclii>4 
tiofioH ■■ poweMon of L-SOO, iftaM of L.60a* 
' IVaaapplycune truly in the boar of need; Bad 
it Mcm to tnve clevBted ills stiiRtB great];^ and 
■^wtm h» fsr the l)fte<ain(*M«:^ of confidence t 
for W BMT remuned immediitelj fan pnrposo (^ 
Mdng' Mr Mfllar'B be A, retBimi^ hia excite c<nn^ 
iMiarien n iut w^iJBt n a-Anun- racw^ to U 
Made OM of >«Mjr elwoM Mrae '.rsVNM *of foitiiM 
come apm Um. Hh firat act, bowercr, Mm to m 
fieve.bw'ta«tit$rboin fata difficnhiea, bf adratd^ 
!L.t90, orL.200,to assist him In the ntanaffemea^.i 
la PM S Mgiij . *■ I ghr« tDjTBelf ba airs on tUa," Iw 
^ WtB ft wtdy Mn, in a letter to Dr Moore, " for. it . 
iit^^ilMitt aelfi^nem dn my part. Iwm coBpcwia 
ihA tbff morig scafe ef Uie balance was pnttf , 
fcetittly'^Mifed, lad I tSitagbt tliat Ae throwing,, 
vfitft ffiitl piety aiKl batenifcl 'a%«^ion into t^ , 
vt^WiBj'ftTMir, might help to niioot& nia|tf«i 



.diMt*-imlM M Hi Jaha Itewra, exdw <iffi««ri M !>«» 
fiiea. immediUelf on heuiitB of (b: poet'i ifcarty^'^bi < 
te^inlftold me that he ncdtei L..600, for the fint Xctiif. ; 
^tfea; and L-lOO afutwudt for U^ capjnigbt^ 



trfwmlytold 
(Mtt.' 



i^ei dreaajr refe(Te<J u, (bat Bums had cpnirfMe^ d4ffcd 
vt/S^ ia 'EimhaTgh, wliidi ha might not wbh (o >mv «t 
^«M«rtBni;*DdUir«antobiteT« tI>U. aM,'*>^ «N^"' 
.IwMs "^ MpMW* «( priMftig tin aabamfitka cdUiott '* 
jhwU, lMi|Bffei^t« d«4iictcd &<N> tht L-im'ittaH4 wi - 
Mi74ic^_,aie npKeat eanUadict^au to (bw KqiWI.'. 
tt*; be pie^ neaiv neoii^cfL>-.Tbe>« uMuat*k«'*atir 
tan fbt diiiAkff that Crteeh uihWanenOj paid'inara tea 

t<>-atUtw,x^.^iSOTi«.<MMa'ik at tba wttoMJglJaStli"- 



ROBERT BGRNS. 



, CHAPTER yil. 

"To man a bippT flratda «I1im 
. . Fat tnaaa and iiv»-^ 

T|>an(twtru« gatl>iMaad«atiIlM«. ' ' ' 

, ' "■ Of humaulUe."' 

-^iiNS, aa soon as his braised limb «u Mti 
fi>i'» }6utiiey, went to Moesgielt ud went thravls . 
tB^'cOrenioTiy of & Jastice-crf-Pnace maniagQ imlk, 
Jehu lAnnaoTjib the'nriliDg-chaniberaitfliuliicaid 
Gavin Haralllon. Hs tben crotsed tim caanUf to . 
IMswiBton, »ad concluded bia bargain with Hb 
MIBer u to the rarm of Eliiasluid, on iertnm arhiA 
wyt fandoubtedly have be«a cwddered by hmk . 
wMab, sa bighly ftvonrable to the poet i ilwy.mnh 
wdMd fiaed by two of Bnnta'a otrn frieodj, Wfao 

Tbe JOM HMT for fB«T HK)Oe«iTtt tMnM, «f BimtMa ' ' 
y*8€Bdv"ia «H serefitj'isix yeirR ; Ae rent for ' 
tht tetlbrM ynrsand crops fifty ponndai dnrai^ 
tlw remainder of the penod IJJO. Mr Milkr 
b«R)ul&imNlf to dahav the aaptie lef- anyTiM*- ' 
tM^Mwrwhidi BaiBa naght pl« M « tffteAeoB fta' 
faaWufllw liver; and, the Cun-hmiM and«fficU 
MAff k a dfliq^dated conditiaoi, the new!Miii|at 
<ra{B ,fo.feceiKft L^OO, from tli0 yt^ialMr, iir Ih* ' 
Mw^AofariMUo MUinga. >• lite hnfrMjni'- 
Alkfpe«Mliigliawj •• was |^d, Ae nmt Aioaoi' ' 
ralgltnid'tBe'maibeta were ritii^.'' 



'■■ ^p^ enle^ oa poaaeaeien ofU^ ^ninti ffh il l : 
•iu4^4q» i788,-bttt the necesMi^iefaaiUi^.srtln'' 
Donpo pr^ifBteir Ilia ■ miikwii|^ TWrt"B<fti(i' hk Un 



IT4 ■ viJttB^r- 1 

iintil tbe aeiaonifiii (kr ttdvAnced.' He hiid^n 
yr^r, to qualify bimself for holding bit exose «i 
mbaion by six weeba' atteDdmee on the borii 
of that profeesion at Ayr. From tfaese drcnm- 
f^tancea, lie led filltJie anmiiifer ti'wHDderiMg and m^ 
settled lire, and Dr Cnrrie mentions lim aa nae sf 
his chief niltforttuws. The poet, whe'saya, i*«i 
coutinnBlly riding between Aynliire and Duta- 
Fries-Bbire, and olrenspendin^'s night Ml the rmd, 
f Bometimes fell into company, and forgot tfae-ra- 
fitjutions he had fonncd."' ' ■■■■:' ■ 

"" WTiBt these resolntiinis were, iho^KMU'lmtH^ 
^1^1 tell us. On the Sdiday of his toMmmm 
Clliesland, he thns writesto Mr Aliuill«e<" limn 
etlqlong hitherto, id tbe wa»fafe »f life, baai bwd 
i6 sMb; amon^ the ligbt-bone, the pi^BCt gmait 
i>{ fancy, a kind of hnBB&ra and Highha^ew pi the 
bnun; bnt I am&inlyresolvedM>BeA>o(ttaf thew 
fjiddy battaSons. ' CoM whM it will, I axa. Jkiat- 
iiained to bny in amoi^ the gtare squadroMfif 
Jieavy-annedthongfat, or tbe artillery coqMfifipJnd- 
^Bg coDtriTBnce . . . Were h not fer tbe tRromnf 
my tiddiah sitnatloa respecting' a £uMily«f ,^il- 
xlren, I am decideiHy of opinimi that the ■t8pi>I 
b»Te taken ia vastly for my happioeis."* ■ > ' 
' To bll Ub friendB, be expresses binmelf in tern* 
of staaOaf satisfactton in regard to b» maiviaue, 
" Ttktif cnifnilae, madam," he wtit«a t*'IA«!l3ta- 
lap, "is jnat. I am indeed a hnsbuid, i Saaai 
K oKcii nncfi-lored, ami still iiiiiih hi'i nlifniwilii. 
JHerally and tfuty cast odt to diva 
\ nkked elemonta, but as I enabled JW« 
a alielter; and fhetB is na spoiildE •wit 
creature's luppineee or misery. The most placid 

1 * AcU^uti, p. 63. ",,j, ,. _ 



BOBWCieUBNS. 17^ 

iii Mt, i-git«cfl>lly dtnwMd with dl iU powers to 
'immB-mt i-ntgimmt-imlik as4 t^nghtiy cheerfuT- 
■M>t>Bet itf to idte. Nst advoKtsge by a more tli^ 
i m i m m U fitaaJMa^ %u«e; Bbeae, I tUnlc, in '■ 
tir«aM%'iaBi|r nMlto.»goodwife,«hpiigh ahe.shouId 
■n'»'iiar«rre»d,ft.p8gebnt (i>a Scriptures of tbe 
■OhI tndytwf TwtamsBt,. oar danced in a bngb.ter 
^Memyy l^an S (wny-'pay weiUinfl;. ..... ^ 

jnlmn^ior.Bifidditr j am an eqitai straiuer ; mv 
pteserntiTe from the first, is toe moat tlioroB^ 
itMuriDMHM'ef becMoliineDtBof honoar, sa^bm 
vttadutiaBt to me; my antidote against the la^. 
fiitt^ loa^'aadido«{Hw*dC<l tSectioa for ber.|| fai 
)4oilsnnfe -matters of aptoeaato learn, end ^ctiVt^ 
^:»ti€weaM,Ae ia.«iiiiient]}' njistresa, sad dd- 
fltiginyaikMiwe'iaJSiUiidalet afaeis i^uiarl^ ^iid 
HmnaiaH^SB a^wotice to my mother aiid si^t^fs 
-iB'dieii aeirj, and otliw rural business. . .^,|. ^,.. . 
liViM'Vft.rigbt, that a bachelor state would ^re 
-WfeWodnw more friends; but from a cause yi^u 
'(wfttreaBly guess, conscious peace in the enjt^ 
-jiriKi' of my own mind, oiid DOnuBtniitiq^ conn- 
Umoe bt appmsefaH^my God, would Beldem.ljp,fe 
been of the number. ' * , ,-..,. .,,-.• 

'i« Some months later he tells l^^sSjCl^ipi^l'i^'"") 
Ink marriage " was not, perhaps, m coifM^ueiice 
-ioMifcdlUwfam^ of .mmanoe," — ^be is etldrM^uig 
•■•m>y»itog hiif,y^" but," he coutinne^^ ," J luiTe 
jteoaube to repent it. If I have xot^grA^ fiffV^ 
liHia. mojinh msnTTrr, and fashipBahle dre^fl 
Ja^tammt aicluaad.!aBd diagnsted with iJie, ipultii- 
-4WtaionrM«f bttan^g.sdiool affectatloi); and' I 

']y\', -. ...,. ., .., .,:,„,. ,,B„,,„,e.H-"; 

' .Sm Genent Corteipondence, No. 63 ; and tt«Iiqu(^ 



wih.4lte.wi«Bdwt.n«MalltMiaBf < UHf -Urn lii w iiii i 
JWWt4H'44'nowtr)iudlln.BBm'Mw 



hom>4tt Awww-iM tlia itamne; ihlin^ Um 
together on aitboF proMor in 



.WlftUa <Df tbe (»witrjv«a «faB fauc(0-1heTiMiMl 
-1a*w^ ym will muf) dwfawbwuiwMii waiui 
,tfl»rwaid."* . ■ =•■■' > ■'■' >'«•- "^ 

I, It.w»a divtnf tUs Wwyvaoa^** 1m tdbi^) 
-Tbib cbiefly iMidtBtin »nim»blBbnd afefiHaai^ 
Wlif Bod <n^ ^ttmuaai&f ■pMdiD^'K'dRf tor 
towoin AywbJTB, thirt hBUBoUthBhwiifiJiiiim iijf 

'■^bfrn* the airts the wind can blaw I dearly like tLe wsL 
-Fm tbne the bonuie lanle Bvet, the lassie I lo'e beit V 
-Thne ihUviMdi gnw, Ml riven MW, ud muf ■ liAllit 

.But iaj Ud. flight mj; faiM^'t ^ght i» «VBi wl' wr J w Mia - 
-13hU«>ii9t mflia windas Ua« nft nUK iha ktiy oMit 
tiff' 8^)r j*l4,,fiM.muit and <iW(» kD«« ]im«» dw^vHW 

Anff tirbig dieluile back to me,thal''s aye sae neat and UeKU 
'AtMtakVlMTCd banish can, iselovelfis m; Je^^^ 

''^'D&eof6(irn'i*Ble(ten, inillen DDt long al^tOU^CO^ 
'tUnrii^MogtfnnnigTj marked Kiih his haushtinaiorfcli^' 
tMtm~'» I'tewNmals" teH'hs, ••'«« f faWrt He li j M M' 

temaM or the uppei ranks, bat almost univetawl|cii{eEn(b| 
thtf maUiha & •ooUL.tM geatty."— GMiramn^enH 
.linn. No. M. 



if 1 ml in 



i^ttaeu«fiXhi«'innd'tif feeling' Iti'ttiy 
Oeta aB>«l»iawrMtii^ tMdhiiparkiM 

te4iiiiiiii||iiliiiLiH>oawomeiigflhfrhigJrtrrifflri 
«f BDciety, be most neccMarily, whenemT ite WH 
'" Bbad-^WiptrtreVof 
M« Biptred^M'^M'V 

iiidv:dBHb«fid« dwV'fitlnn, if'tK^ 
bad bad a mind, could bare foond any bigbrb9f& 
nttitfen' willing to port^u. sacfa forliuies a» en 
ware.^aly t»be,&ad yet pmsMMd af sWb qjigi, 
bfindonB for making bim a bappy iiMn,4ft4Cr had 
raadyiiw bis acceptanM bi- bia « Bcttny J^au'. 
Xbft'fToad hMM-of: tbe poet eo«ld'aem-Mt« 
«W a^idiiwtfw\Poo*irg»Utt*irt'birtteaJWgh'J 
bMcding conid only bare bent iiitnidiicediit^ % 
flOSn-llotue to «Dabitter, in the upsb«d„4li^wbi4#L 
exiBteace of its inmates. It ia rery easy to aay, 
AMfatkdiAviii mairiwlan MoOill^teMMl'S^tnan, 
be miff^ bare fennd domeatiG evening tjiffiquit - 
mm^fy all tbe cnringB of hia vind^^ahaaidoMili 
ta^en baiwU'Wd ji^wwe for.eva'-xmd Betkeiii 
^iirnkMUt-m^agalmt pattcBii-irinMeiw^'<fiiHi<it# 
'*'*--*wp«UM€, that GOHaeqtinitM Of ttJt^'^jC^ir^ 
te 'mffht ftaTC;sn3ij«t ■-?^liy<i¥!W*' 



'it'SpS^* 






.Jti«M «twt .ntiit Ui-w«ll .4Manb«d ihe'dilftt 
.fliilt J)ilWUiaq of t)K» irlu) Ini-^M ««dMidlW«^ 
fpiieptlj' QuiMleM AuDlABlwa of ; apiritsninMlMt 
.to 4W domwd (0 lahwiiaiMMBBtlflui tlw.iMA» 
^ «xeF<MA of dis iBiR9iMtMt.''.-« FMJntaMK* 
tipftvJ. qeglset," ngu ikn, "i,Mod.iiha,i»BvUiAmm* 

Mjrfei^ into ^n(io«s mdaw^or .i«tMliMi)«fr 
^enm ;,«nd life i» wnbinMed t^nalwLrtccnMlMM 
'w>t,.tli« JeM isttdemblfl heetMmmm j i t m nt lfi^m' 

^,llfu*wtic pww Ml of Addi«n.'BQd DRfrM 
,ncD(-iUi wreck ; and y<4i toawnollihigi^df '*mm 
yjiw »i>d tow* «rf Uw higbeit degMwe*iutprtiih 
,m«Ubtir WHfr tJwf iii«r« bolJk of tben vMBiif MmkJ 
Ijr poffi «pd coirect OMidwit in tUr ooa^mdiirt* 
.]ffMi^i^i.ai)4 wW ma. doidit thtt.*Il imm^A- 

Jr9miPiOf 'WFWiWr OBo^tiw UidieA bw fafeiMi 
.W<Mi)^'3Hra»».«'imn at MMiofilheaMfl 
jf^jiptQM^ Wi^ftt telHtpvatDMiW «ad -4ba « pMi W »i 
mal.w<U!iwdrV tf to wriawdKiir wid Iw iltWi 
'-'-VVWwd'^iHb *nil7 tbM aoMkLJurfii il fcai^ 
' Hrf fry. Jt tyoriCT »t wwtwAan, vJMhm ^ t m 

WlhytWilriW^ flMlfc? fti» i»ilnM Mfal* 

nttd man, and be loved the mother of bia clul- 



pMfc ' • *> 

tal Ti#iP «f 'this bnmKWgf '<■ Much )Ati*^,""iM« 

iMtpgtKniR->Ki«h J«^ wli«i in the Uoxb of Hi 
fiUM.'v'J.TtriipMWu BtHplteed. We tltt'Mt 

fcriflWBg'WiMlthetawwidd eompd Wmwpw. 

fiihAL'''Bnni«'Wiu h realitf B pafanied mil), dttfl^tt 
-kcindy Microwi to heu faim.KWaro air heiAtiit 
■}»1m'ittmiat -ibw iiriamtAahle fewer oftitn'oV^ 

I M hwi, rtoagti-«v«ty dedntaeat'wks de'sU^M^ 

SutioewtbeWinnirki. It ia rer^ trtte, ^t,^Mt 
<MWI«M fiiitioB of^ tltB law of SeotlMtd, tfae'M. 
■^adCi'iB'MiM Anneitt'a eos^tieo, who prodncw^ 
'llMineWTroiatas of Mitni^, ia edniMttvd aq tlK-' 



-^ar ft>TnibMi'«rnkMe of' M inegoifll' nurrsuA 
-ftMBf^&nplNie b«t«Ma lutruid ti« \ormt bM 

T fc cii M oiti t loud IWwl' fdr mtttj^iUiHithi «■» only 
"^ t HBKiiaw ttgitwtr^ee^tthe riiataeieTOf ftroftr 

wife ; And Md ihe, under fiiH!ii'«<Jc«i»t«MeBt M-. 
-1|infMd'<ta wtaUisli m 'i)Himag«f vritih w ^hKlU 

-liiMM'bter bnid,Bni] wiiti wi {MKn}» M-i^^wb 

.«*> aM In- itii<>om sill ;.•,■">] su him Ai'-m li>''"' 



"*tifti.«*»^* 



ifiadJa^tiM asic^l «b trotioiit dcitimid^d i'bttilffij/ 
iW'WttS («*■ '<m<* 'Ao' hiiw» ftMiM'biiad Bff^ 

(Wrtpeltedliiirittf fAftfrro'."'' ' i '■''W -■'■■'y ail, 
""TorelnrntocrufBtoiy. BtrthB'cdBi^Mni'ShdRF 
»f his Bolitarj- eofrfitlorf,"whfeil flV)i^'^iiiW,i£^ 
tetfl'tfuat tie flraild exfamt drf Wfftrirfl': '* f bA,!.' 

MM'fcr fcH that lUost pleasrtiratile JterCfcflift'diKe* 
•OTlil'tfttertanrse;! am hfen!M*SWtjfirt6»J*- .^aiS 
Ibtt^tcei ' The ofilVtI&lgB that Ot^ t»bk fQAild1A^tt|tS 

alid'dwvting; Phwe they oinl? th8*'W'gtdJW 

»'*rir pfeiBing wibi, bytfrt"B».' Aa fti*'Atf 
dM^fea/llrey hare as nach idelt of a lUmicerMiw 
*ttpo*t."" Affd In aabthetTett« (Septtembter 16T 
li8'H«y«,'»Tfa4itIiOfBlthat I Bftdtorin while dec^ 
AMbnyhfrt, is pervirms to preryblaittliat hIbiiS/ 
Aid eVefy shower tb&f fdh, and I am oifljr*^ 
4^t«d''fi«l!H-be% chmedto desft by being -8ia|3? 
OHM'^ smoke; Tou "wtKbe pleased to besHnltt' 
IMt^' laia- iAids H^ eekOt'eM bmd etetr^M^ 

■«ft«iBywapeiw.''f ■■ ■ ■'•'W 

"tuHWUdtaae; however, dM not tftke mndi'thtte^ 
miK«tl^;'!n)i''bad he reA^n to comphuii Af'ttttitP 
4#tHi%ty'»>ng^«frr3 nrastlteiitdded, did'Bi^NH 
WM *»*f Ba* *ft^»"hi*' reape!*. -■■■-')■■■■■ "^'J ^ 
'<Kfa>bW!fg1it US' Wife faotne to 'BRIAMJ tdiU^* 
tlr»tf^t«f N<iV«febM i' atadl^ hMiflA^ Utf ii t Wj f' 
«tftla)UlW(t"«nrt4«fMJ oryiittoiiawimwi^ 

tnin^Wr mi M^dnv TtiofeT' or Hwitvi soU rvSppnnr* 



BOBf«X KUBMS. U| 

Bar •pmapir bn^^en .muli ntten.f^ MnmaJitL 

bliahmeiit of serruitai male and, female, wfaor-nf 
i»iue^ ta waa (ibeiLthe i«iirera»l uiaton) MPoogM 
tite amall rannera, both of tlwwsBtand oSAott^k 
a^£eDibuidtpartDob;,Mtbe.aa^eMblB^of. UttMUM 
fire vritfi dieir nwBteK end DUBtreaa. ■■-, •. 

■'. ElUeiIaiidi«b«iitifiiUy^utiiated.ontheb)udu«f 
die l^UK-abgot Ai; nilaH abave DnaUnM, ma«t* 
^.«n|>oaile.to. the honie of DaUwiotoi^ of Afw 
bobw wo«dB anil ^jwrdens amidat whict Ban»^ 
iMtdkml. tbe ingBnuHu idi I^athck MiUer, fmuNl 
rdaxation from the scientific studiae and research- 
es ia which be ao greatly excelled. On the DfJ* 
nwlnton ^de, the river waahea lawoi' and gfovm^t < 
bat over agdoat theie the bank rises into ji ioug 
red scaur, of considerable height, along the tw^ 
a^.which, where the here ahiogla of lb* piecifHCB 
alf bat orerhangB ths etraam, ^iMiia bad hie £wr- 
Tourits walk, wd might now be mM ttriduif 
jdfwe, aarljr and kde, e^wraally wtien the lud* 
if^fs load) and the watraa belaw him awdien waA- 
twbalent. For be was one of tboae that va^y.OK^ 
tan most is die mom aeriooa and aeveie of bcr 
aspects ; and tfarooghoat his poetry, for ooa aU» 
flWL te tbe liralinew of spring, or the apleni^MV 
-of Biunmer, it would be eaey to point out twwi^ 
imcfafch bereootda tbeaoIemn^elightwithwhuA 
ha contemplated tbe melancbolygisadeHaf •»< 
typiDtntbeaan^cK^mofwiBtar. Indeed,-! on- 

fptjUnktbtttbansnltofanexsctiiiqaiiyiot? 
jon^ition of Bnms's [iionm, ,w<»>U be, tluA 
yein," like that of UiWi. " fl<w«dm9at ban- 
Sma thft wt gi M a l eqniaox ta tUt sflnw." 



lG|t . UVEOF ' 

Of Iiord Byrto, we know that bis nuiflMvcdbMt 
at midnight ; Mid Burns Iras himkelf told vv that it 
waa ])» coBton " to take a glounin' ,sbot at the 

The poet was accnstoined to eay, that the most 
fiapp)' period of hu Hfe tm-tbe fint'M^ntw ht 
•pentatElliedand, — for the first tiBieiiHdrif»ToW 
of hh own — with bis wife and cAiMren ^^trat M^ 



of hho 
Tl-aidii 



n sfUte of occasion^ lapset/inta dw lAtfen- 
eholy which had hannted hia yonth, looktag f^ 
fvaru to a life of weU-regnlsted, and not iiWe^ 
■irarde^, industry. It is known iJiat ho wvlcdEOed 
Hia ttflfe to her rooftree 'at Elliesland in ths 'sffii^^' 

."■I'hw^ wir«o' miiM^D, I'll puUke wi' nkebodf ] ,>, 
£ll'tBli,au^0ld fac (uns, I'll pa cuckold U> iuel;>«lj,|. ,^ 
1,hM4pODi]]' toipen^^there — thanli* to tuebod; ; , 

XinKf UK^ine to lend — 1 11 barrow frae naebodv-" ' "^ 

: ■ '■ ■ . .. -.ji, 

Hi (tommentirig oa this <* Ktile lively Incky aon^^'^ 
as he'welT calls it, Mr Allan Cnnnlogbam aa^ 
'* Bnma had bttilt hia house, he had conmittM 
nis Beed-cont to the grannd, he was in the priifi^ 
bay the morning of life — heahh, and MeK^ti, 
«ad d^cnltmsi skill (?) were on his ride-i^ 
-gebiiis had been acknowledged by bis cotmtryv 
vn4 TOwattied 'by a subscnptian, more eMtot 
%iv6 than aay Sconbh poet ever receive faelW^ 
nta .wohder, tberefore, that he broke oot iirto tin- 
IiidiUfy Bov^, expressive of 1^ Bense'«>P'i(n{M'- 
-tande' ant} independence."* -^ AnotE^ eOng'^'mb 
'CDnl^<^dHnlionmir of Mrs Btms.dcrinff .the U^ 
ijiywe^ifaat followed her atTlraltttBltteshlndtUA 
. *' O,' were Ton Parniuiiahilj, -■....! 'ift 

' Or h«d of HdiMn ii.y ED, .>..-.' \i\l. 

"V Thirf'liolghtctehpoetfc-sHlU • ■ . .i'*\ jivA 
"'■ ■■■ ■ Todng howdesr I bne thte" ■ r. i.Ii n' 

■ , () f I ' i. . | ..l . f. I I .. I., n ,|, ,., » .,,<,,-B Hwwn - ft- T 

■ CunDingham'i SoKliiti Soiigi, »ol. Iv, p. 80. 



i&i 



Hrj iDuse maun be Ihy twDny (cU, 
' On Corsincon II! glover slid Bpeff, ' 
And write how dear I lore (nee." 



In tba serand Btsnztif. tbe poet rather t^anagresB^ 
th»lisait9.of cwto^bU^ decgrum ; but, on tbe wbole, 
^qM,tnJ»iit«* to. doueetic.aS'ection are amoDg the 
Wtt-9f im iwiformances.tbat one vouJfl w^b to. 

...finnu^ in bis letters of the year I7S9, tqakes 
mnF apA^oKira f^r doing but little in hi« y(>«,tim 
TMsatios ; his farn, vithoat doubt, occupi^ WUp^ 
»f hiH atteotioQ, but the want of social intercourM,^ 
of whiab he compkined on hia first airiyi|l|i« 
Nithacfale, bod by thia titiw totally idisappbarad. 
On the contrary, bis company wu conrted ea^aiyi 
not only by Ids brother-farmers, but by the Aeigh- 
b«iwiBg geotrv of all classes ; anij aaw, too, for th^ 
{feat tim^ he b^an to be vietted continyajly in his 
MVP bouse by ciwous travellers of all forta^ who, 
^ not jCODsider, any more than the generous poel: 
IJIrMCil^ that an extensive pi^tice, of hospitaUty 
most cost more time than he Qught to have ia^ 
■Hd fur more monev than he ever Iia^ at his dis;; 
ppml. Meaotiine, oe \raa not wholly regardjeqs 
(4 tbe muses ; for in addition to some pieces ^whidbt 
we have already hod occasion to noticei he .Coif,-v 
tHtwted to this year's Muteum, The TTumesJb/vit: 
fpfu^ta.lh^ iSea; The lofy tniit har(gs,&c, f, 
SfAtJeof returns, my Imom bwms Tajn. (j(^ 
^om,itA the best of his humorous ^Qtgs,;). W^ 
splendid lyric, Go fetch to me a pint of wiwe, and. 
My hearts in the Hielands, (\a both of which, 
however, he adopted .sooie li^e^^of Bpcicift songs 
tu (he sane tuneoi) ■Joh»AndeiWfitrii*' part alsOt 
a ri/aeeia mt n t &^f m»b«M-«f-fA-U»-Baemt»attBV 



ni lira or 

[Heces, TfUlie hnwed a peck o' mavt, wriiten m 
celebration of a festive meeting at the coBUtiy re- 
sidence, tn DomlrieB-Bhire, of his friend Mr NicoII 
of the Higfa-8chool ; and lastly, that noblest of iJI 
Iiii ballad^ Ih Maty in BieaveA. ^ 

Thk ralebratcd poem wm, it ie on all handa *A^ 
nitted, coni[MMed by Bnnn in fi^rtember, 1789, 
MI Ae aniuFeroary of the day on which he-hetxd 
of the death of his early lore, Mary CampMl | 
Wt Mr Cromek has thought fit to dress ap ^ 
atory with eircnmstBOces which did n«t occVK 
Mrs Bam*) the only peraon wba c«ald appeitl M 
jKTSonil recollection on this occasion, and whoa* 
MttdRectidnfl of all circa Distances connected with 
ifae history of her husband's poems, are r^rceented 
aa being remarkably distinct and vivid, give* wkU 
may at first appear a more proeaic editioti of tW 
iistOTT.* According to her, Bama Bpent that dky. 
ihongh labouring snder cold, in the ninal work « 
Us faarvestjaud apparently in encellant spirits. Bnt 
is ^ twilight deepened, heappeared u> grow " ntf 
Md ^Miat Bomething," and at lei^i;di wandtffld MM 
i>to the barn-yard, to which his wife, i* herUxtoJ 
ty ibr his health, followed hira, entreating Um iff 
min M obatera that frost Imd B«t in, and to i«tarB| 
M the fireside. On being again and af(un r«i]im^> 
ed to ^ ao, be always premised compliance— bw 
Mil remained where he was, striding np and dttwtf 
riowlv, and cmitemplating the sky, tHiicli WW. 
alognlariy clear and starry. At last Mrs BttH 
feuud him stretched on a mass of amw, with U# 
«yei fixed on a beautifnl planet " thai ihoae Ukv 

* I oM these putjculus to Hi H'Dtmiitd, dit iXtt 

-'^'"'■^ "• ■-'■ iT '1 nil iiiiii rairiwiiii' 

ti itUm «f n LivMvf Btkiik etMswwn." 
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(■BfMvnioDn;" and prevailed ouibbm tt«^«|ie.jbk 
;He immediately im eiiteriii{^ the ilioiiw,.EaQe«,Jtf 
■lis deak, Biid wrote exactly as tbey-ncur Btaitq, 
,witb all tlie ease 6f one copying fnun j 
■tfae w^Iime and pathetic r 



** than linfciing itar with leu«ning nf, 
TliaCloTeM to gnet th» eafly mom, ■:, 

^ ■ Agun tbou uiher'it in the dif 

., 1/lj Mtij trota mj loul ■■« Mot. 

' ' O IHuy, deal depiir™. shade, , , ''^ 

"' Wfaeie ig thy place of blissful »»t ; 

< Sce'it fboD tb; loVei lowl; laid, , ' ■ 

, ' He»t'ittlumtbegniui*tliKieDdUiten*eF"a!ii 

,! , 'iV Mi^her'i iMmentJbr htr Soa, and J&utr^ 
'i(M>n tn an HenaUage in ^Uiidale, vera akt^ 
^mritten ttds yeur. 

. Prom the time when Bnnu settled himulf it^ 
llatnJHes-ahiiB, he appears to hare condncted wiUi 
much cnre the extensive coTreapoadance in wlucli 
»»' celebrity had engaged him ;. it ii, boweTer^ 
wery aecesaaiy in judgtas; of these letten, .an4 
^f^wiag inferencea Irani raak langoa^ af io mu, 
(cal sentimeatft and opinions of the wxitet, io takf) 
tpto c«nnderatioD the mnk and character of ttie 
fieraansto whom they na ceverelly addreuedt tm 
the meamue of intiuBcy which matly sid>^*tQa 
between them and the poet. In his. letter^, f>« in 
^ QOBFeraatitm, BoniB, in spite of all his pnd^. 
t||d, sffsiething to accommodata himself to .Hm. 
le^.m^nyi-aiid-he who did write the fKxi^ of 
fst^CB addressed to Mrs Dnnk^, Dr Mnorq, Mf. 
Difgald Stewart, Miss Chalsieni, and otfae^ eq|- 
tiently diatingmBhed ai these aTe1:>y pnri^ aiid 
n^leness of feeling wd perfect pr^riet)^ "^t*^ 



MiilMlni)ittrc(il9«ni.wliich tttr«iiM be WfciO 
'€■11 JuB vwD. In tt word, wlmtever at -gHwaBesei ,iif 
.tbongbt, or rant, extravagance, and ftutian in ex. 
pmnen, may be fbmid in his correspoiKleiic^ 
ongbt, I eannot dMibt, to be Jiuislf uciibed to 
bi* desire of kccommiMlating himself for tbe i^^ 
neat tA tke habits wd taste of twrtaia biicl(i«|k 
tndeuMB of Edinburgh, and other iudil^ ptxn 
aoH, vbeciiiJnimcirctiiiistaaceBiJreaidfAuflicwnt- 
iy Hoticed, lie numbered among hie afi«ocif(tes.^f)d 
friends. That he ehonld have coadcHcended to any 
«ach compliancea mnet be regretted; but ia moat, 
cues, it would probably be quite unjust to pnab 
-MavocsBnre foruer than this. , 

■ T.i.Sln Utt^a tbat passed betweea him And hiv 
bmther Gilbert, are among the most preqiou «f 
iiM radlecticm ; (or there there could be no disgnisa. 
Hat die brothers had entire knowledge ei mi 
confidence in each otho', no one can doabt'; «i4 
tba-.f^aJB masly affectJoaate langnage in «riudi 
^B^ both Wnte, ii traly honourable to thed) wd 
tatke iMweota that reared them. . ., 

' f^Deic Beolher," writes Gilbert, Jannar^ jf 
1789, " I hare jnat finiahed my new-yeer'e day 
fareiddut in ^uauBlfom, whidi naturally makes 
nsiiceiUto stindthe days of former years, and tba 
•Mdetf ia wbicb we used to b^;in thea ; Aod 
trtien I look nt our family vidssiludea, ' thmti^ 
thfa daHf' paitem of time long elapsed,' I.AUinAt 
jK%k. rnuarldjig to yon, my deer brothei*..b<fiT 
gMdthe Godofeeasonsisto as; and that, lunrt 
«TeT aome clouds may seem to lonr over the jNfft 
tion of lime before ns, we hara groat reasao.4# 
hope that all will turn out well." , ,, 

>' {Ivae^flEi.lJie eaiae new-year'a-day, that Bhub 
hiuaelf addressed to Mrs Donley a letter, part si 
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iHAAria beMtnnieribed— 4««tMtl>lrianbM>tte^ 
rMd tooofteil. . . .: n. ■ 

E1.LIE8LAVD, W«r-FVor-Day Wanting, I7(W. 

' ** This, dear Madam, is a moining- of wisbeii) ' 
tfs4 vranld to God that I came under the apostle 
Akks's description !-W^ prm/er of a righuont 
man tnailelA much. In umt kbM, madwn, you' 
shmld w«lGMne in ayMrfnll of MeMingi; erery 
Ihin^ that ohstrucU' or diatartHr tranqnitlit^ and 
aeK^joyment, afaonld be remored, and vtvrf- 
I^eMnre tfast frait btraianity can taste, MbDnld W 
yotm. I own myself so little a IVesbyterimi, tttal. 
I apjHVve of set ttmea and eeaftona Af more tbm 
orduiary acta of deration, for breakhig fn on lli&t 
haMtnated routine of life and tfaongbt, whidi is «o' 
vptto redace owrexisteiice to a kind tX instinct, o^ 
even sooietinies, and witii some ninds, to a ittltb 
♦Wy little superior to mere maohineiy. 
' ■"Tliisday, — t^firatSmidayofMay,— >«bveet]^j 
Mne-S^ed noon sometime abaat the- btgintun^f 
and a noary morning and caltn stmny day ttont 
^ end of autumn ; theeei time ont of mini^ bare 
keen with me a hind rf holiday. 

-' " I believe I owe this to that glarions paper W 
ibe Spectator, < The Vision of Mhna «' ' a -piew 
tfatt stmck my young fhncy before I was capabts 
(Wflting an idea to awordytf three aylhbles : ^On 
tte 5di day of Ute moon, wbit^, acconling to dn 
MtMom of my forefWiers, I alvay* he^ Wfi 
lifter hai^g washed myself, and ofifirtd'Hpi wy 
aHMTfhtg devotiottB, I ascended A« bi^' Inliof 
fjagdat, is order to pass die rm' of 'UK 'dsf is 
meditation and prayer' ■"' 

''urai!Witt'lAHmKB«mi)g,'tH'>nsni»'Ai>tb)i]g;'ofUie 
(MMMM»W«ttWMie bf MrsotaK-Mil ^wdiatiao' 

0OU1I for those, aeemi^caprioea in thrai, that one 



atnuk "wiut thit, wliich, on minds pf a:^afierra{^ 
qMtt iBBkes no extraordiouy Impressioii. I hare 
san«^&;rqiiiite&)wwa ia^riog, »moag wliich are 
tbp wonntBin- daisy,, di» bai»4>ell| the fox^gtovt, 
10a wild briemuaer the biul(Ui^l>in:li, ud tbf^ 
lloai:y hawthoni, that I view and hang over with}, 
gtuticulac delight. I aevei bear Um land, 8allt«i|Fr 
vhiatle of the enrleK, is aansitaer iumo,.« ,(h^ 
vild luixing cadence of a troop of gi«^ ploiTeT„iqt 
att ARtUninal mwniBgi wi|,h«iL( feeli^ an eleva^ioq*. 
af.sonl like the enthaiiasni of deTotion or poetry., 
^ell me, my dear friend, to what can \hia be mfn 
i^P Are we & piece of macfaioery, vhicbir Itkei 
tRe,^<fili>m'haq>, pawiTe, takee the impGew)<Hi.(4 
^ paasing aecideiil ? Or da thaae worlMBgB arfnwi 
f^pM^ing witbis 114 above the tfodden elod ? h 
ffwn myaalf partial to iuch prooCi of tkoae a.wlvX, 
aiid imporUmt roaUtie»7-* God that made .^ 
^tuilg|k-«-4ian'aiiiin>ateri^ aad immortal DBMt»-« 
and EWorld of weal or woe heyond deatk ui4 tJiK 
gmTfl," . ,i. 

, .,Few, it is t»bs hoped, cas read mcli thinggi >• 
these without delight ; ncoie, inrdyi that twte th^ 
^nttad. pleaanre they see ealetdated. t» inipicet 
«aB ,tnni from them to the well4qi0wii issue. ^ 
Suma-'s hisboiy, wilhoBt being afflicted. It is di^ 
fioalli'tQ inwgiae aoythmg mei» beanliiul, maW 
BoUft, dun what SBch a person a» Mrs DmiUiit 
lajiglft at. <jiis period be aimpoeed to caateoipUM^ 
s» d^ piobable tenor of, his fattuie life, vikftt-. 
fame can bring, of hAppiaees be bad already tasted^ 
hf bwi ovar^^ed, by the force pf Us gwWb all 
tMf ^■ui4&Lbarwn.of8ocie:(yj ai»d th4ie,w«s>9Mtn 
WATfi'^if-V^a ia 3coflaitd wha,HwIf^,«g|t^re 
^'mt bwMf lw»oiW«<l,by aeHg„fomftiwdMl 
his roof. Ho had it ^ hia own- fftmj .«> S^Mft 
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t^ poethsl repntatioQ on a lerfel «M tiMtet^ 
h^eat namei, by proceeding in the same conne 
of Btndjr and esertion vrhich had origtnBlIy raised 
him into public notice and admiration. Surround- 
ed by sa affectiooate family, occapied but not en- 
grossed by tfae s^coltnral laboara in which hid 
youth and early manhood had delighted, eom>- 
bianing with nature in one of the loveliest districts 
Iff bii native land, and, from time to tiroe, pro- 
ducing to the world some immortal addition lb 
fata verse, — thus advancing in years and in tame, 
with what TeHpect would not Burns hava been 
thonght of ; how venerable in tfae eyes of bis con- 
temporaries — how hallowed in those of after ge- 
nerations, would have been the roof of EUiesland, 
the field on which be " bonnd every day ttfter his 
reapers," the solemn river by which be delighted 
to wander 1 The plain of Bannockhnm would 
hardly have been holier g^nnd. 

The " golden days" of EUiesland, as Dr Currie 
justly calls them, were not destined to be many. 
Bams's farming speculations once more failed ; 
and he himself seems to have been aware that 
sach was likely to be the case ere he had giveo 
the bnuness many mondis' trial; for, ere the an- 
tnmn of 1788 was over, he applied to his patronj 
Mr Graham of Fintray, for actual employment 
M an exciseman, and was accordingly appointed 
to do dnty, in that capacity, in the district where 
Iris lands were aitoaled. His income, as a revenue 
officer, was at first only L.35 ; it by and by rose 
to L.fiO; and sometimes was L.70. 

These pounds wne hardly earned, since the 

dnties of his new calling neceasarily withdrew hint 

vmy often from the farm, which needed his ut- 

mMt attention, and exposed Inm, which was still' 

«8 . 



ma leut likely to mist. 

I haTB aow the latis&ctioa of pnHating die 
leftder with wme pvticBlan of ibis pactof Bubb'c 
history, derived from a wnrca which evwy Uvi^ 
of Scotland Bad Scottiab poetry aunt b« prapara^ 
to hear meatimied wi^ nqiaet. Ithappned that 
;at the time when our poet went to Nithadale, tU 
,&tfaer of Mr Allan CnnningtiaBi wm atewwrd ontha 
eatate of Dslawintoa: bo vaa, «■ all who ha;** 
read die writinga of his soot will leadily betievc^ 
'a man of reiparlcable talents and attainrnMita : b« 
:waa a wiae and. good man ; a <l«vo«t admirec at 
f oroa'a genius ; and oao of thoaa sober aeigbhomit 
who in Tain atrore, by adrioe and waning^ to ar> 
rest the poet in the downhill path, tawarda whicly 
a thousand seductions were perpetually drawing 
him. Mr Allan Cunningbau was^ of coone, al- 
most a child tvhen be first saw Barns; bat h«' 
was no CDounon child ; and,, besides, in wl^ ha 
baa to say mi this sabjucti we may b« ann we aitf 
hearing the substance of his benevolent sod aag»-' 
cioBS father's observatitwa and reflections. Hiof 
own boyish recollections of tiM poot'a peracnaL 
appeataace and demeanour will, how«TOr, be iea4 
wid) interest. 

** I was very yonng,'' says Allan Cnnning^aiat 
** when I first aaw Buina. Ha caaaeto aee ny. 
father; and thor conveiaation turned partly <«, 
farming, partly 'ut poeby, in both of which my 
father had taste and ^ill. Boras had jost coma, 
to Niffasdale ; and. I think he af^wared a ahad*, 
more swarthy than he does in Nasmyth's picCore, 
and at least ten years older than he really was at< 
thetime. Hisfsce wasdeeplymarkedby.tbonghtr 

Sd the habitual expression intensely melaQ^holyi. 
is frame was very ^t^cular and well propoT' 
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^lOM^ Aongb bftbad a ^aitiisck, and Ntneibing 
of a ploDghinaii'a etoop : he waa lUoag, and proad' 
of his ainmgth. I saw lun one aTening natch 
Idmself witb a nombor of maaom ; aod sot of fire- 
aad^tweaty. practised hwidi, the most t^otmu. 
yonn^ man in the parUt, ttwre'vaa otdy one thati 
could lift the aome weight aa Bomi. 

*' Ha bad a ray mlul j face, and a very melan- 
choly look; boton the cooiiiig of diM« be esteeBt-i 
ed, his looks bfightenad op, aod his whole &ca. 
^euned with afEectioo and genioe. His yoicq was 
aeiy mnaical. I ooca bmrd him read Tam o 
Shmittr. 1 think 1 hear him now. Hih fine man- 
ly voice followed all the andalatioiia of the sense, 
find esyreMed as well m bis gemas had doDe, the 

Coa and bosMW, the hwiible and the awful, of 
wonderiul perfonnaace. As a men Eeels, so 
will he write ; uid in propOEtioD as he sympathize^ 
vitfabis' author, so wilt bo read him with grace wd 
ejfiect. 

. " I sMd that Bnnur and ny tohe^ c^rersed 
^bont poetry and fannmg. Tlie poet had newly 
^en peesessioB of bis brm of Elbesland,— the ma- 
■one were busy building his honee, — the ^pleuse 
of the world was with bins and a little of its mo- 
iwy in his pocket, — in short, he had found a rest- 
ing-place at last. He spoke with great delight 
aboat the exceHenco of bn fsim, and particnlwly 
about the besnity of the sitaation, < Yes,' my f»> 
tber said, ' tfaa walka en the river bank are fine, 
and yoa will see from yonr windows some miles of 
tho Nith ; bm yon will alao see sereral tarms of fine 
rich hotm^ any one of which yon might have had, 
Yo« hare made a poet's choice, ntbef than a farmr 
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•■ ir'Btirns had much of n fenoer'a sliirt, ho Tnj 
little of B farmer'a pradence and economy. I once 
inqtured of Jamea Come, a sagacions old farmer, 
irhose ground marched withElIiesIand, tbe canae of 
the poet'a fulnre. , ' Faith,' said he, ■ how ctnild 
he miaa bnt foil, when hta servahta ate the bread 
as fast as it was baked P I don't meen fignratirely, 
i mean literally. Consider a Htlle. -At that time 
dose economy was necessary to hare enabled k 
Bian to clear twenty pounds a-year by EHiesland. 
Now, Burns's own nandywork was out of the 
question : he neither ploughed, nor sowed, not 
reaped, at least like a hard-working fanner ; and 
then he had a bevy of aervanta from Ayrshire. 
The lasses did nothing bnt b^e bread, and tbe lads' 
sat by the fireaide, and ate it warm with ale. 
Waste of time and consamption of food wonld 
soon reach to twenty pounds a-year.' " 

" The troth of Oie case," says Mr Ctranfaig- 
ham, in another tetter with which he has fi^ronred' 
me, << the tmtb is, that if RobNt Btime liked his 
farra, it was more for the beauty of the aituation- 
than for the labours which it demanded. He was 
loo wayward to attend to the stated dnties of a- 
fansbaodman, and too impatient to WWt till the 
gronnd returned in gain the cnltivation he bestoV' 
ed upon it. 

" The condition of a fanner, a Nithsdale one, I - 
mean, was ^en very humble. Hia one-story 
honse had a covering of straw, and a clay door ;- 
the furniture was from the hands of a country car- 
penter; and, between the roof and iooT, thero- 
seldom intervened a smoother ceiling than of 
rough rods and grassy tnrf— while a hnge lang* 
settle of black oak for himself, end a carved arm- 
cbnir for bit wife, were tibe only mattera o«t -of 
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liieiAff nU,ilw Jtmet^ imim irf. bte MskteoN. 
Hct(tM:illfaisjnflBl«inlu>«wn.kHcli«),«ndpi«-' 
udsd legi^rtjr ■rnaog hii childHni aikd domeslici. 
He pecfonsed bmilj worahip arer}' evening'—'' 
e^oopt duruig the Irany of hormt, whan tint dut^ ' 
wu parha^liaiiledto SatordBywght. Afewre-' 
ligitna boola,. two or tbiea fimonrito poata, the. 
\mtarj oibia«owBiTj,vtA}m BiUeraubdhimin 
facBing the minda and mainwa il the hoiilf.: 
7* dmncMie, oduntioB,. 'Scotland oma a»*ifiooh- 
afb to ^ Mre •£ liec <)«i^, andibe exoaUettc* o$- 
W paritb BofacMilit 

• <' The pictnM oattf docwa wu leu intermiiii^. 
Tbagamadilttm nUdtitebnaeraoD^ nppoct,) 
^■R gBiiflfallf in^ a vny Moderate atata of cnlriw- 
tfnn Xha iuplamnrti. walk wibieh be aUed his- 

iMd ware, primitvpe and diunsT', sod hi* owa 
liWMTladga of die manageaaeBt of cr^w'esceed~ 

alfliiniMd^ He plodded am ia ifaa n^lar akrtb-' 
rou&M of his' anoeetan; He rootad oat no. 
Hnakaa, bBdi^vpiieati»e»iltsdniMdaM,Du~ 
ttwr did he eadoae t and waede obtained tfaoir 
ffU ehHB of the dang and the line, whkk be Iwi!' 



Ub carta were hettvy and low-wbeeled, vn ymnt 
BOM pmtdr ayeiwag, tnmblei-cani so caUed t» 
dntiuRSiwi thaai fi>on uul-an, both- afVbicb 
wmer m CD»iM» vae. Oa tbeae tnde cam^ea' 
hie- nwBBXk waa taken to du field, md h» crop 
hnwght hoaie. The hrmer luraaelf cenwponded 
ip, alt aeappou with fais' impaifA iagtmnesli, 
^^pofartK wsomi iuBB ''MD risking eoctly ex* 
pwilfpmta-;.'M>dJiia h«ndof ienemtiimnade bin 
«nt«iifpch, hupuU' behind.* breaa;>wark ef eM 
■Mziau HidTMlis aawa,. which ha iMerpraled ta 
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f)ncle« '^iifCTM sgaiiwt {m^wmirmMb WA' 
gnmnd in eaA cond&on, wjtbte<^ «o anfi^ vsd 
with knawiedgt) ao imperfect, be Bomotimev awt- 
ceeded in wringiHg & few hnndred pounds ^coCr 
from the form he oceapted. 8ach w«a ^eiMBdlf 
the state of agiiddtnre when BnniB cBBM'lo Nitk»< 
dnie. I know not bow &c Ins-owH' Bkill''wat 
eqnsl to the tuk of improvenent-whk ti«4 wa» 
riuRt and imfortHnte. An impennU dutngMiMMi 
took place, bf which hewaa nvt (HteitamStt^ 
be bad not toe foreeight to se* its wppnmti, aa^ 
probably, the fortitude to await ib.«aimag>: < - 
;•* In the year 1790, madi tff tbe grooaNliirNidia- 
dale was leased at Mrea anA tan and Meen'ifcil*' 
Jiepi per acre ; and the fmnaer, in hia petaoD. a*d 
Ub house, di&red little from the -peasants aad 
-mecbamcs arouDd him. He would haw dunigkc' 
i)ia dasghler wedded in her degi«e, had fM^wtf^' 
ried a joiner w a maaen ; tnA at kirk or -marked 
M toes beneatb tbenak of a « poitMw»" of <&• 
^floil ndngled togedter, equals ia appeaiBDa«.'MHi 
hnportance. Bat the war whidi Man camsemMi], . 
gam a decided impidse to BgricalMre ; the iffiny. 
and navy consumed largely; canroaeia demwd; 
the price augmented ; more land was callad intv 
(ukivBtitHi ; and, as Iqaaea expired, the piaprimm 
'intpn»*ed the graauds, built better baiMea,'M^ 
latf^'tlie rents ; and tbeftimerans soon boiwoft 
1^ wtRgs of sadden weahbidMTeliiaorigiiialxflii^ ' 
<Eti(m. His boaae obtained a dated raoft mA^ 
wtedttWBjCRipetedflooniiplaateredwBll^aad'ewt 
began to ezwaog* the hanks ofyamwithiriadh'4t 
.was fonnecly bui^, for paintings and pianofp^fca. 
He laid aside bis coat of home-made clot!^,^jhp 
tetired Iram his seat amoaf his eematB: Iw—l 
am giieved to muuian it— gave ap &dw)y#'o>*lu^ 
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nUopad home oa roafket toi^os M tba fiNil of 
Ua-omi iiMk,«n(l to the terror of -every awkst 
pedesUwii^ His dsoght^n, too, no longer pided 



n v(ell-4)leflched linen and 

webr; tbe^' ebugsd tbeir lisaev-wobey gowam 
im HJdk.!' wd en ungiacsliilly did their new aSi^ 
mt- iqMn di«m, that I fenw saen dieir Iot«i» qo- 
■oiog. ini iPOMkvd' doga to4iMir «Kp«ted floon^ 
aBA<l|w»*f>t|he prondast yoong ironi«i u the 

paridi ahofey diu^ to tbair fttber's pota(oe-£el4 
in 8i]k«la«ldag8. 

- «Wh(a.»«haBge like this IckJe place, «nd t 
ftiKMr.'oatd^ with a doaeta years' indnBtiy,. be 
vUe t» porefaue the land be reated-^iduch nut^f 
imrai and jnan^ did — the same, or a s^l rawe 
yrofilabta change uiight hare happened with j»- 
t^ettto Ellieeknd; and Bums, lud he sbnck If 
im 1m»» and his plough, wonld^in allbiunftn p<n- 
frikility,' have -found the iadepeodeoce which he 
iMKgfatj.and wnght in rain, fromtkecolduwajm^ 
jursiiwny of numkind." 

'. Mi Cimningliam anms np bis reminiseeocea of 
Bncni at Elliealand in ^cHe terms >— 

" During Ae prosperity of kis farm, my father 
oAen Mud that Bums coiidncted bimsalf wiwly* 
■Bd like one anxiona for bis name aa a man, and 
ins.feme aa a poet. Ue west to OuoBCora Kidc 
* «a Sunday) though he expressed ofCeB«r than omsa 
Ins disbke to the stem Calnnism of that •JSKt 
■ol<l'di«we, Mr Kirkpatrick ^-^e assisted m fann- 
ing <a nai^ig clob ; and at wedding&and booM^ 

, ' Ut CuDDinghun'B deBcriptloD sccoida with the linai^ 



wia iibtu fab wine, Miid bU Mt 
• #IMMHTyvea,MiillaTHia>li 

,' : JWi ktkewui.mi^fte.ioiiianNh" . 



Amtia^ Md Uh« tttiroAm MMM»f <eriM*r, 
die WM m wdeoiM ^mt,-wmvKmlikf,^^9diKfmg 
yvaa^ta>d»be'M. Bat Aa f^ae at liisi.4iatamg 
^ro^ecM, land Ae '^aeSmd iBCMBB trilii'iriMla ip 
4KM «M>p«)lsd- to mq>fMrt u imwiiiiyhii^^Bd 
■an cKpeoaire vtatMdi iiLl)ic,;pMyed>oiiUt tpirite; 
Mad, dtniiiK these fiteiof da^wMiy he WM-xriUng4M> . 
«ften ta beeome «b««Ma{iBiii<m'tf Aa tboogtelsM 
ftadAo mm. J amgrMnied to n^ thatSwaidM 
IfMraig MkB book too nuDh <fer ifae Iwirl, MtdgtMe 
Bud wise inead*i(Kl«a'dudratddeHot)npuiWB% 
he wsa w\aa in tbe occasional [MBCtioc tti<ctliifatia^ 
j|dnga,.ni whit^ be aaKpMMd-'d>e-liaeBtiMMneM| na 
me]i » the wit aad htunotv, Af ibe dd iSooHadi 
rmte. TiwM bare .aafartnnalely foaad dwir ^iMj 
4a the puu, rad I am aftaid lo^p «aiuiat ha. iw 
-caUed. 

. " In caaclaiioa, I may uy, that few man hays 
liaid ao ouuih of the poet about thrau, and few poets 
4Mnu<Jh'of tbentait; — tbe man was probably leva 
IwretbaD heoogfat toJia^^heenibiit thepiadtwaa 
pnre and bright to the last." 
'. . The nuiar mati he enffidently prqwred. to 
hear, that tioni the ttua when he entered on hife 
tmiaab dtttiea, tha poet mon and more nagleeted 
^ AOnceniB of hia &nn.. OccaaioDally, ba oiit^ 
be ecen tiolding .the ploa^ an ezaicaie m which 
he eKeeiladiisad woa pinad of jewiaUing, or atalkc 
jngdawuhifl furrows, with the wbiteeheetofigraiB ' 
vnpt about hia, a "tenty aoedsmanf" butbe wk« 
mpM comiuonLy a<H»pied in iar dl&rentipniBuiMt 
i'.,i..Ka nom," says ha,<ia.oiae «f his lettaWi " • 

«oor raacajly ganger, .copdeniQed to gallop two 
miclred miles every week, to inspect any pon^ 
aod yeasty hainls." 

Both in T«i^ and in prose he has recorded 
the feelings with which -he fint foUowad hiB new 



BoMidr.MjRKe. JiJfJ 

?» f ie iil h*.. iifije(il«<4»ih(i.n*ject MevoiflttnW 

AttiM. " IhsTC die S(necen«miti<m," he tells lib 

• Aindn, ** wlncfa I once bwrd « ^crHting Mtgmat 

-git>« i» bis wadienee in tb« sueen of KUnaimiik; 

' « Gsnthnen, far -yow tetber rawoBHweneHt, I 

'IMK aMOW 70a that oara n iba moM black^nii^ 

-«M|n >iaid«r itbs flKWB, uid, caueqasiitlf, *ri4) 

iw*!! hmeM (dtotr iuM the aimat cbKDc» of pra- 

- hMmatt .' " He iriodfl «p alnoM «H Ua MBteneata 

•ofliiBftriiiigB on tlsa UAtME, is tbeauBcMni^ 

*' riiMswiffesiHl tmircehddtM, 

, ^W7.maaDfaMbn»e«iid bttti'o' daddiH. 

Ye ktn yovMdli DV'>^*''t i^^ f™^ % 

But m ined toomi — Oiiaw taugh-mmdio, 
■ Bcfttre dti^ wanL" ■' 

On one occdsjon, liewever, betakes a trigbfr 
ftDse. " There is a oertain tftignm," eays he id 
'BMiop 'Onddea, " m the name of 'BxcSseman ; b«t 
■I So nm intffld to borroTT honw •hma any pro- 
><iMakm ;"— ^irhidi may perhaps renmid the read^ 
■«if Gibbon's lo% hngtiage, on flsally quitting ^ 
■lesroed and potlihed tardea of Londoa aod [Paria, 
■lor his Swiss retirement ; '" I am toomodeat, * 
■foo proud, to rate myralne by-tbBt of my aaatf- 
Jriatea." ' 

Bums, in his perpetnal -petembKbt^s owr #6 
floors ef ^Dmufnee-sbire, bad every tomptstion to 
'«i9coDnt^, whidi bodily fotigue, the bkiidiiAmeMB 
^of hoste aoA hostesses, and tbe hribltnal iMBsen 
(of those iriui acted idong vhh him in ibe dtltiM 
of the excise, conid present. 'He was, morecmev^ 
wberever he went, exposed to perils of his ovn, 
'hy tbe reputation whi<^ be had earned as apoe^ 
^d by his extraordinary pavers of enteTtainment 
gp GonTeraation. From the castle to the cottage, 
every door flew (!|)^tf his q^etdi jJU^d I^M 



^M 



difficdthr tli« most BobeTiyindhted {(Twst tftifoe 
from my ouu'b board in the Bame triiu that be Mt 
down to it. The farmer, if Bonu wis Beea pass- 
JD^ Wi^ rsupen, wtdtam«A.byJlat!m4»i^ 
Jhmaf Gaddea* until iia eoidd pcnmdA.tiw hand 
dMt Uwday wMhotnaH||h'tftdaBWiJwa«■a■r 
4bhstij»a. IJf be enterod.aD im at inidnij^t^ nftar 
ilU tbe wBatea werautbedftbbriwirswf.-faiaiaai^ 
:ail i<tinMiJ^«d bom the oeUact»'.tb« gantt;«ml 
ere tea ninutes liad ela]M«d, the ]ai>dlocd.4ad alt 
bia goMta n-eie aaaeaoUed rmutd.-iha ii^^et tbft 
IwgWt puBchbowl was prodaocd ; and 
*' Be oun this night — who luiows what csouaco-tiMiKMr P** 
wm t!)e 'langoBge of evety eye in the circle that 
"Wtitbned lam.* The HtsteliSst gentry of the 
WwAty, whenever they had especial merriment itt 
view, called in the wit and eloijaence of BDma Co 
enUTen dieir caronsals. Thfi femooB aong of- 7^ 
WAitUe t^ wonA commemorates a scene of thfc 
VaA, tatKti pictnresqne in some of its drcamstao- 
cea than eruy dsf occnrred, yet strictl]r in cbu 
'tMtir with tlie nsnal tenor of life Mnoog this jv- 
nri t^juireardtff. Three gentlemen of andent Ao- 
Bcrat, had met to detennine, by a solemn drinking 
ntatcfa, who etmnM possess Ae WfiitUe, whi^ a 
eomaion ancestor of them all had earned ages bfr. 
San, ia a Bacchan^ian contest of the same sort 
with A-HoUe tepn from Denmark; and the poet 
WM summoned to wat^ orer and celebrate tb* 
isBHe «f the 4ebat«. 

* Tbew paiticulan an ftmi a tettci of David Msco^- 
lodl, lEsq., f ha, beiDg st this period a Teij young s«|{t)ii- 
inan, B passionate odi^rei of Bums, and a capital aUgaaT 
many of hu serious soiigs, ui«d often, inhia CDthaiiaia^'ta 



BOBBVH BOIUIS. iB>!. 

^ .CialgttamKk ihaJl «OBi «b«D .cnoilJMi iI)fU)iBkB> .ji 
_Bu( if thou would'si flourish immortal in ihime, ,/ ^. 
Come, one battle more, and huve si the aublime. 

Von, M baa Blrcsdy beea bintocl, was bs mfs 
tmm tentptEttitmi of Haa kind, ereB wfam In «w 
«D Imim, witi mDM (liBpoied te emo^ in qidtt tlM 
weiety <^hia wife and i^kbrcm. Lien-gaaw o fiwa 
dk4|vBrtenlwaethim; ^mjt est and dnirii M lii» 
cwt, and often went away to eriticiM hitn mud Uv. 
Arci as if they had dene BnniB and his bhuA 
Imoi* gntn boaaar in condesceii4mg to be enteN 
taiaed for a nagle eroniiig, with mich coBpeny 
and'SHch liqncw. 

, We bare <m record tutIous gUmpsea of JUio, «s 
£e appeared while he was balf-farmer, half-exGiMH 
man ; and some of these preeeut him in attitudea 
tuid at^ieets, on which it would he pleasing to 
dwell. For examplet the circnmstances , under 
which the' renes on Tie Wotuukd Sore vuo 
written, are mentioned generally by the pMt bin- 
•eif. Jamas Thomson, eoa of the occopteraf a 
farm adjoinii^ Ellieeland, told Allan CimDinghaBat 
that it waa be who wounded the ammal. " Burnt," 
said this poson, " was in the costoiiv wUw ^ 
liom^ of Btrollinff by himself in the twilight- evwcy 
wening, along tne Nitfa, and by ths jnmv& itA' 
l^eea ilia land and ours. ^Kie hacea (tftea came 
and nibbled our wheat- firaind; and once, iii..tli0 
g)oajsiiigr~-it was in Apiilf.— I gat s.^Qt.at one. 
and wonnded her : she ran bteediijg by Biin», wlw 



ma \bt nuptial gil 
ftUttMlfflabloBeai 



I's famous blsclc puncbbowl, of luTeruy ms^ile, 
iiptial gift of his father-ib-lsT, Mc AniioliT, sbo 



wu padp;'^ tnd dnwn by liittnfl^ aat teCiRii 
ipe. He stELrte^, and with a bittier curse, orden^ 
me ool. of hia sight,, or he would throw me ii^ 
stantly into the Nith. And had I stayed. 111 war- 
nat w would bava been a» good ts iiii iRor|t~-' 
tiioa^ I was both ywug ind nrone." 

AtnoDg othei curtMu tiaTellera wh* fouqdlbev-, 
waf aboBl tJus time to ElliwlaiidT imB C^rtsioK 
GtmH) riM ceMnUd'. Mti^MiMitr -nthm Mrwt 
bully 4 



and wTbo hliB piunted Ue own portrftit, tlotli whh' 
pen and pencil, atfiill length, in bis OHo.. Tfiia' 
gentleman's taste and pursnita are ltidicrotuT{|r Beb 
forth in tha copy of verees— 

" Heai, I«iid a* C»kn and biitlwt SaM, 
Foe Maideokiik to Jobn O'CnwOk 
A ehkld'* uniBg ye t*kin' Dotei i'* J!^ 

md, isfer o&i, bii loTB of port ia not 
GnMe aad Bsnw had too mnct in common^nf^tai 
become ([Teat &iwida. The peat's nemnteknaw 
lodge of Scottiah phrueology and costoiai, was oE 
fceift lue to the leeeBrcbes of the hnmeravs antiqoa-t 
nan ; and, abova all, it U to their acanuBtance uiatL 
yn owe Tom o' SAanter. Boms told the story a* 
he had beard it ia Ayrahire, in a letter to tke Ca»-c 
tain, and waa easily penoaded to YOiaiSy iiL Tha 
poem was the work of one day ; and Mn fionui 
well raHeiubers the carraunatances. He spent 
moat of the day on bis fnTourhe walk by the rirer, 
^ere, in (he afternoon, she joined him with some 
«f W cWiJren. " He was busily engaged ctatm- 
tqf ioiiUMetfr ud Mn BnEDB percMT)D« thu' bw 
pMamte was an iuterrapti<Hi, lul^rsd MdaA kM 



SOBEUT BtTttKS. sat' 

ber littfe ones ambiig; the broom. Her attention 
was presentljr attracted by the straDge and. wild 
gmticnlations of the bard, who, now at some dia- 
tance, was agonized with an imgoTemable access 
of joy. He was reciting very loud, and with the 
te^ rolling down his cheeks, those animated yerse» 
which he had jost conceived i— 

' Now Tboi I O Tuu I bad tfaw been qoauw 
A plump and ^Rappin' in their teena ; ", 
Their sarka, Instead qf ereeriiie flannen, 

Tbli bradu o' Bifaa, my only pair, 
That mm vcre pliuh o' good, blue hut, 
.1 wad hae ei'en them off mj hurdles. 
For M blitik o' (be bonnic burdlea !'" t 

To the last Bums was trf opinion that Tam o' 
Shanlvr was the best of all bis prodactioos ; and 
altboDgh it does not always happen that poet and 

fnblic come to the same conclasion on sKch painlfv 
beliere the dedsion in qnestion haa been idl bnt 
Mnanimonsly approved of. 

' The admirable execution of the piece, ao br as 
it goes, leaves nothing- to wish for ; the only criti- 
pam has been, that the catastrophe appears un* 
worthy of the p^aration. Bams misht have 
avoided this error, — if error it be, — had he fol- 
lowed not the Ayrshire, but the Galloway, edition 
of the' legend. According to that tradition, the 
CStity-Sari who attracted the special notice of the 
bold intruder on the Satanic ceremonial, was no 

" " The maoDracturer'a term for a fine linen, wo»en on 
a Red of 1700 dlviuoua." — Cronuk. ^ 

f The above is aaoKd fhnn a BI8. jonnii] of Ciomek. 
U r M'DiBrmid cniBtms die sutement, and adds, that th 



8M un or i 

cMliwr Am tiU piettjr' wife 6f s fatamrraitiiigimt 
Ae woe riUage witji biawelf, and of wIum nnboly 
proponides do sospjcioa bud ev«r been triibper-' 
ed. Tbe Gallowaj' Tom being^ tberangUy sobeiw, 
ed by terr«r, crept to his bed die momeM he tiKcb-> 
«d boBie after bis eccKpe, and said notbing of what 
had happened to anyof b^isHHly. He was Bwakenw 
ed in uie momiog with the aatonnding intelligence 
that bis horae had been found dead fn the stable, 
and a womaa's bsnd> clotted with blood, adhering 
to the^tail. IVesently it was reported, that CuOif- 
Sark had burnt her hand grievooaly oter-night, 
and waa iH in bed, but obatinatcly refosed to let 
her wound be examiaed by the vUIage leech. 
Hereupon Tain, disentangling the bloody hand 
tMm the hair of his defnaet hToorite'b ixk, {^o- 
deeded to the residence ef the fair witch, end for-^ 
eiblypulliogh^ Htnmp to Tiew, showed his taiphy,; 
^sd narrated the whc^ circnnstomces of the ad-' 
ventvre. The poor victim of the biack-art waa 
constrained to confess her guilty practices in pTe-> 
Knee ei tbe priest and the lurd, and was tbrth- 
utttli burnt ^re, 'iuid»' their joint auspices, willuik 
watermark on the Solway Frith. , 

' Sach, Mr Cunningham informs me, is the t«p> 
etoa of this atory current. in Galloway and Dam>4 
faies^hire ; but it may be doubted whed>er, even 
if Bomi waa acquainted with it, be did not choose 
wisely ia adhering to the Ayrshire legend, as ha 
had be«rd il in his youdk It is seldom that talea 
of popnlar superstition are effective la proportKin 
to tneir completeness of solution and catastropbct 
On the contrary, they, likn the creed to which they 
belong, sn^r little in a pictoresqne point of 
view, by exhibiting a mwried and fragmentarj 
' iitiarttctert (bat in aowiaeutisfi« strict tutB,eithflr 



SOBSftT 9UKMS. iat 

cAtiai m mw&t; Dretraw based ii dulaww, laiy 
fitly termintAe in a blank : tbe doad opeiUi and 
Itbe cLood cloM*. Tba absence of defiiula acoM 
^(1 purpose, appeals to be of Ute esaence of uie 
myth^ogical ffrotesque^ 

fitVBB lays the acene ef tld&reBiariuble porCona- 
face almoat mi tba spot vbere be was b<nii i audi 
1^ the tenific drmmataiices by which he has nuit* 
^ the pngnm of Tau's niihHght jooniey, ant 
drawn from Jocal tmlition. 
' ■' Bf IllU lime b« wn cH« the brd 

WtuKe ui the ubw the cbapouui tmooi'd. 

And past the biilu imd meilileEtuie, 

White dtucken Charlie brafa neck.bane ; 

And through the whins, and by the rairn, 

Whan Immeni fuid the nnrder'd baini ; 

And near thi l^on^ kboon ih« well, > 

Whace Muogo's milhn bong'd beraelL" 

}i«ae of tbeae tragic meinonuidB were diraivwl 

bom imagitiatioii. Nor vas Tam a' ^nnter hinH 

self an imaginarj' character. Sfaantei is a tarn 

floee t9 Kirkoawald'i, thaf Bsraggliug villain ia 

fvbich Bnina, when nineteen yean old,, atodied 

itaeanrsdaa, and " fiiat became acquainted wil^ 

acenes of awBggering liot." The then occupier of 

^hanter, by name Douglas Grabamei was, byaU 

^ l«coants, equally what the Tsm of ^« poet ap-^ 

pears, — a jaUXy, careless, rustic, who took mHcb 

more interest is the eontraband traffic of the coast, 

than the rotation of cr<q)a, BDms knew the Kan 

well i and to lus dyiqg dayi be, DQthing loath, pas»< 

ed among hi* mral eottfwss by the name of Tam g', 



A few wwda will, bnng ns to the clow oC 
' Hk aboTs iaAmns^en is deijvsd ham Ut R. Cbsot 



fitX' lITE bT 

Bams's career Bt tUIiesland. IHr Hammy of Otti' 
tertyre, happening to pass throngh Nitbedale in 
1790, met BamH riding rapidly near Ooeebnrn. 
TIte poet was obliged to pnnne his pr<rf'eaeioiial 
joDrney, but aent on Mr Ramroy and bis fellow-ti&- 
. Teller to Etliesland, vhere he joined them as aoon 
aa his duty permitted him, saying, as he entered, 
" I come, to nae the words of Shakspeare, ttew- 
ed in hatte," Mr Ramsay vas " mncb pleased 
with his uxor Sabina qualit, and his modestman- 
aion, so nnlil^e the habitation of ordinary rDBtics." 
He told his ^ests he was preparing to write a 
drama, which be was to call " Sob SfQaechatCi 
EUhin, from a popalar story of King Robert the 
Brace being defeated on the Carran, when the heel 
of his boot having loosened in the €ight, he ap- 
plied to one Robert M'Quechan lo fix it ; who, to 
make sore, ran his awl nine indies up the Kin^s 
heel." The evening was spent delightfiiUy, A 
gentleman of dry temperament, who looked in ac- , 
eidentally, soon partook the conta^on, and sat 
listening tO Bnme with the tears rtinning over hia 
cheeks. « Poor Bums I" says Mr Ramsay, " fronk 
that time I met him no more." 

The summer af^r, some EngKsh travellen, 
calling at EUiesland, were told that the poet was , 
walking by the river. They proceeded in aearcb 
of him, and presently, " on a rock that projected 
into the stream, they saw a man employe in ang- 
ling, of a singular appearance. He bad a <mp made 
of a/fos's skin on his bead ; a loose great-coat, 
fastened round him by a belt, from whidi depend- 
ed an enormous Highland broadsword. (Was 
be still dreaming of the Bruce 7) It was Bnms. 
He received them with great cordial!^, and asked 
them to sbare bis bnmble dinner," Tbeee travel- 



l^^id- wUh ,tbg bnghtert of ibeir Urea. 

Teirarda the clow of 179^1^ the foot, finally, 
d^p^iflg ef hi» facni, ileteTmined to gire iip his,; 
lease, which the kinduees »f .hi* kmllord rpndered' 
esKy of'aniAnKwaeiit; uid proenring as appoim- 
ment ta the CamMeB diriaisDr wUch rabed his - 
salaiy ff9m tha ttvenne to L.7Q per aiiaiiHiT if- , 
ifi>TeiLhn,isB»lf to the caanty town, m.wluchhe'. 
tfrmiimtffl bia days. His condHet u sn es.eia» 
o^nc«'hMdhitli«rta mat with unUom approbntioD ;< 
BSd he jimvished warm hopes of heing praraot«dti 
when, he had thns avowedly devoted hingelf b1^ 
t^jlft^' K) tbq B«rvic& . , ' . , ^ 

He left Elliealand, however, with a heavy health* 
The afDiction of his, nei^how^ w^. jrekindlecl in, 
all its' early fervour by the thoughts of partiug 
wldi hiia ; aaihtfas roup of bU ^misg-Btoek aiia| 
other effects, was, in spits of whisky, a very me-' 
lancholy scene. The competition far his chattels 
(■ay» AllaB Conniagban) was eagw, each being ' 
wuHOQs tvi Hcnie a memorandnm of Burns's resi- - 
denca ftBion^.them. 

It is plesaing to knew, that among other " tides 
mnifoht" to th^ respect and gratitude, Bnrps, 
at the snggestioD of Mr Riddel <rf Friora'-carae, 
Ii^d snperiiitended the formation of a snbscriptaon 
Itbrory i)L the, parish. Hia letters to the bookset* ' 
l«rs on llia subject do him much houoor: hia 
c^ice of authors (which business was naturally- 
left to his discTeti(»i) being in the highest degree 
juTicioiw. Such institutions exe sow cotnmoD,' 
alin^i uriirersal, .indeed, in the rund districts <nf| 
southtipi Si^tland ; but it should never be f^igo^ 
fen j^j^-I^iTOn nm »n)»n)g,the, 6r«fe.if:n4»,»!»,wy; 
fiTst,,t() set ^ emnqila. " iitt,TrB^sa.g(KHl|'' ^^Tf' 



Mr Elddd, "SB to uke the wk6le mMugraiAt' 
of this concern ; be was treaanrer, libnu^iui, and - 
censor, to our little society, who will long have » 
gtatetiil sense of his public spirit, and exerdons for 
tbeir improremeiit and inibnnatioB." * 

Once, and Dnljr once, did Bums qnit his retd- 
dence at ElUesland to reriait Edinbor^fa. Hia ab- 
ject waa to cloae ftcconnta witb CnaMb; that bn- : 
aineaa accomplished, be retomed imm^istely, and 
be never again saw the capital. He thns writes 
to Mis Donlop :-^" To a man who has a home, ■ 
however humble and remote, if that hotne ia, Uke - 
mine, the scene of domestic comfort, the bustle of 
Edinburgh will soon be s bnsinesa of aichenity 



* VunpompaadgloTirOf du wtrij^lhateyonl* - 

" When I must skulk into a comer, lest the ratt* 
ling eqnlpaee of some gaping blockhead should 
mangle me in the mire, I am tempted to exclam^ . 
#hat merits had he had, or what demerits hare I ■ 
kttd, in some state of pre-ezistence, thai he is w^ . 
«rcd into this state of being with the sceptre of 
nile/and the key of riches in his pimy fist, and I 
ijdted intn the world, the sport of fiilly or tha 

victim of pride often as I have glided vitb 

fanmble stealdi through the pomp of Piince^a 
Street, it hafe sn^:eBted itself to me as an improTe- 
ntent on the 'present human figure, that a man, Ja 
proportion to his own cosc^t of his consequence 
iti the 'World, could have pushed out the longitude 
of bis compion size, '. aa a enul pushes out his 
hords, or ti we draw out a perspective." Th^rei 
is bitterness in this badinage< • 

*.*MUtM Bit MtaiSiaAit, -BttLin 
AcEOunl of 6ca(Iuid, paoib ofAuiKMCk 
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CHAPTER VUI. 



CW warctif spure B mlauM ; 

But I am yaun at dlnncr-tlme. 

Or «IM tba MtUI lit it." • 



The four pHnctpal biograpEera of onr poet» 
fieron, Come, Walker, and Irving, concur in tii^ 
general atBtement, that bia moral course ftwn tbf 
time wben he settled in Damfnes, was dorni- 
varda. Heron Imeirmore of tbe mMterpersobalty 
than any of the others, and his words are tbeae >— 
^ In Dnrafnea bia dissipation became still mora 
deeply habitual. He was here exposed more than 
in the country, to be solidted to sbare tbe riot of 
the dissolute and the idle. Foolish yomg mei^ 
anch as writeta' apprenticea, yonng aorgeons, mer- 
chaota' cleilu, and bis brother exdsemen, flocked 
eagerly about him, and from time to time preeaed 
Um to drink with them, that they might enjoy bis 
fridced wit. The Caledonian Club, too, and ths 
Damfries and Galloway Hunt, had occasional 
meetii^ in Dmnfries after Bums came to reude 
there, and tbe poet was of course iavited to shan> 
their hospitality, and hesitated not to- accept the 
iuTilation. Tbemorak <^ the townwen^ in oon- 
seqaencfl o£ its becoming so much the scena (f 
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public anraaement, not a little conDpted, and 
though a fauBband and a father, Bnma did Dot 
escape eaSenng by tbe general contamination, in 
a manner which I forbear to describe. In the in- 
tervals between his dUferent fits pf intempeniDce, 
be suffered the keenest anguish of remorse and 
horribly afBictive foresight. His Jean behared 
with a d^ree of maternal and conjugal tenderness 
and pmdence,, which made turn feel mote bitterly 
the evils of his misconduct, ^ougfa (be^ could not 
reclaim him." 

.* Ilia pidtve, dkric H it n, wants aom% dtatress- 
■iag fdnMles tbst miagle in the pacaDel one by Or 
Cnniie; it wanlaiDothiBg, hoiwcver, •fii4ich trntb 
Jemands the insertion. That Boms, dissipated 
4>K>n^ long OTe he went to Onmfnes, itecame niD 
tanw dissipated in a tunrn, than he bad'been in 
/the country, is certain. It nay also be tme, Aitft 
jhie wife had liar own pardcnlar cauaee, sometime^ 
for diasatisbction. But that Bums «TeT mnk intb 
a toper ' that be ever was addicted to solitatv 
.drinking — ^tbat bis bottle erer interfered with km 
'discharge of iaa dnties as an exdaemim— er iliat, 
ia ^Mte of seme iransitory fellies, he erer ceased t» 
;be a most affeetioaate hnsliand — all these ebsKg^ 
•hK7b been insinaated— ^nd tiiey ace ajl fiilsC. 
'His iotempwance was, as H^n wys, in ^fi^i 
'his aberratimis of aH kinds were aceBsiamd not 
'Hyetematic ; they wore all to himself the BoamtlK 
ffrf' exqaisite inisery in the retrospect : they wen 
.die ^eiratioBs of a man whose id bral sense wab 
never deadened, of one who encountered moi* 
temptations from without and from within, dian 
-tbe immense majority cf mankind, far from Eannff 
to contend against, me eren ahle to imagtife ;— of on^ 
finally, vriio priced for pardon, where alone eBec- 
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.Inal pBrdon Doald befowid ;-~«nd who dlod sralw 

bad readied that term of life np to vhich.^ pu- 
.8ion» of maay, who, tbeir morMl cweer bonig i»- 

garded.M a wWe, are bonoued m a 



moat TirttMHtB of touHaaA, haw proved too strong 
for tbe coDbol of reaaoa. We (wvo already eeen 
. tbat titt poet waa caicfal of deewmn ia a]l tbrags 
dHTing the brief space of Ua praapnity at Sllieia- 
land, asd that be became Jeaa ao ob many potato, 
'M die prospects «f hta iarnii^ ipeciitaliai Wkea- 
.«(1 aroand him. It seema to be eqnallf iiiilaii. ^t 
be entertained bigb hopes of f>nH)iotaoii in tbe ei- 
'ciae fit tbe period of Jiia ramoial to Dnnifriea ; and 
tbat dte comparative reddeaapwa of bia taMrcoB-. 
. duct tbere, waa Goiiaei|«eBtoa a certain overdood- 
-ing of these profeanonal expectatioaa, Tbe ease 
is brwdlf stated ao by WaUctf awl Paal ; sad 
.there are hinta to the aaine effect in the iwnatm 
lOf Cnirie. 

Tbe Htatement baa no donbt be^ ezaggeaatod, 
bat it baa its fonodalaoii in imdi; and. by the 
.luBdneee of Mr Tnin, anperriaor at Caade Doq- 
.glas in Galloway, I shall present be emaUed to 
-give eome detaik i^icb may tbionr bght ao dn 

Bums was nodi paUonised whea in Ediabvr^ 
W tbe HoBOnrable Henry Erskiae, Deaa of Ute 
;f«ni)ty of Advttcatea, and otber leading Wligs <rf 
<tbe place— maeh more so, to tbeir honour £a it 
:Bai(l, than by any of tbe iofloenti^ adherents ct the 
■then adminislntioa. His landbwd at EUiealiBd, 
'Mr Miller of Dalawinton, bis acigbbonr, lib 
.Riddel of Prian-Carse, and most of tbe otlMr 
'Centleaiea who showed him qiedal attaatioa, b*- 
'Mng«d to the aaaie political party ; aad, ea Ul V»- 
nocal to Dnmfiiea, it ao faapfwasd, tfaot auM-of 



dwdiMriot^ ■Bdotbflr penonB of atanding mdan' 
tboritfyiato'wboae^Dcietyliewas ArtMrn, cMeF* 
tailed aenlimeiit» of Ao Hiae dcMrifrtiaa. 

>BwiK, idwBover in bisbUen W'tidip) Bvl^ni^ 
•C folilieol MMten, nnifomiljr dMcnbm iaa early 
ju:bbiliHaa8«ere''iiinter«f&acft" Itiaay:,hm*w 
onvj beeavlj'beliered, liut,mhBcjhk»ti»,l&aff 
iadqlgediiidrauittoftiMtaort, wbb wril ynfarad 



B«t nowTiew the mnttor, Imt litdau coramoB 
with dmn, «Kcept tlMt bMh aUke inrolnd mma 
b«liMg of di^Ktu&ction ^ridi <' the tmtkag voiw 
■CtiuDgH." Many ofdieoUelaneataof Mitical 
diafiao^it in Scodend, put <h) a new Bln|i« at 
tjui ««tbreakiii^ of tiie Franch renihitloii ; and ja~ 
oobiteB beouae half-joeobas, era they vera M aU 
SKaM' in iriitt tbe dootfuwB of jacobinism tnt» to 
eadi The Whi^ naturally r^wdedtlMfintdavni 
irf 'faeedoM in Franca wiu filings of syinpatbT, 
dsKj^t, exnltation ; in trath, feir good mm <rf any 
wDrty regarded it widi more of fe«r than of bi^pe. 
l^*geapral, iite all bnt nniversal tone of feeraig 
^na Gmmrable to the £iat atsailanU of the Boor* 
bon daapotinut and tha« were few whaBi(we«r> 
deady pwticipated in llie gcnetal SHttiBient of tlM 
day tkw Bntm. 

Tlie rantkiaB af feeling that took placo ia thia 
tmmlry at la^e, when irant«m atrocttiee began to 
atain- Ae omme of the Fnatb Rerolntion, mii 
Bwbe Uftad up bia pawerfnl mice to denounce Uk 
Uadqra, as, under preteooe of lore for fiwedoia, 4(* 
«am)aa>of all Bo<naI order, morality, and raHriia^ 
was «irieatin propwtioD to tliaatotngth aad araoor 
«E'A«lMpBa)a«AioligoodBBenhad'beaneBgM<to 
Jnda^BitlvnallydiM^fifaitcd. lliot^eaflmiy 
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of Aa WM^ I Inwerdr, Iran «)«w 49 rifairinB tfao 

ckow wlikfa Aey had cmvttaed ; wd aMiongbtfMilri 
dricfe were wise enough to draw back whoatfaey 
at length ^peicriTed diat KiiMu pknB for owettwm* 
ii^ the. ptriitical institaiioiis of vnr own eaiatry 
hM hem batofaed and fortered, iindcr the ptvtext 
(rf admiriDf and conforting the dmOoyvn of ■ 
fa«igBt}'«Baui7--—'numy of their j^ovhitialreWiiiaB, . 
liHnMg wttered their imtiBieDiH all litng with proM . 
n^dai Tch«ueae« and openness, finmd it no aaay . 
nattartoEctrBat^ncefatlyalougwith them. Bce^ea 
m(H« paioM at the time, and more so eras aenw ■ 
iD'tbe retrgspect, than had for geneiatians afflicted 
Scotlaad, wem die eaaaeqnencea of the xancaw 
iato which per^ fselings od both sides bow mafi 
aod lermeDted. Old and dear ties of fcieudBhip 
were torn in annder ; society w«a for a time' ib^ . 
ken iD'ite centre. In the roost extraragant dDsaMS 
oC^e Jacobites there had always been mach to 
Gonmand rmpect, high dnralroos derodoot, nv»» 
aac* for old afiecdons, anceetral teyalty, and iho 
generouty of romance. In the new apecies-of boa* 
tiby, emyUiing' seemed mean as well aaperiledB'; 
it WBB Bcomed eren more HmM bated^ The vavy ; 
naoie stained whatew it oune near; «ad mm 
that bad known and loved each «tbcr. bom^ bo^ . 
hood, stood aloof, if this iuQnence iaterienat^ aa if 
it ba4 heffla scaBa loathMune peadUmoc. 
,. Tbeve was a great deal of stately Toryian. a( 
tUa time in the town of Dumfties, wluch-Was tba 
. iMVMrite winter telreet of many of thalMst gea> 
(bmeWft faniili«s of tbe soath of gnotland. %e^ 
iagB tliat worked more Tioleatly in Edinhur^dMn 
ia^LondoD, acqaired additional eaei^y atiU, ja 
tbih^mfiBciBl. capital .AUnqiilaeyw.iiWBAlKtn' 
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bia toiwto, Us Jokes, bie ej^gnutH, hb nOMi wend > 
the daily food of convwawtod ud scandal; aad 
, h^f open and careless, and tbinkiDg be did no gieat 
barm ia say iog and ungiog wbat nutny of bis sa- 
pcrion Jiad not the least ot^ctioit to bear and sp- 
jdaud, soon began to be considered among the St- . 
cal admirers 'and disciples of ike good old King ' 
and bis mtmateE, as the most daageroua of alt the 
^osdea ot scdltioD, — and to be sftnnoed tcc<xd~". 

A gentleman of that connty, whose Dime I bsv«. ; 
akeady mace than once had occasioD to nftr to, - 
hto ofMn told me, that he was seldom more g|rie- ' 
ved, than wlieo riding into Domfiries one fine sum- ' 
mer's OTeniiig, about this time, to attend a connty-^ ' 
ball, ha saw Baroa walking ahme, aa the shady ^ 
aide of tbe principal street of the town, while tha. 
c^Matte side was gay widi lacceaaive grvopt of' 
geatlenten and ladies, alt drawa together for th^ ' 
festivities of the ni^t, not one of whom t^peared^ 
willing to recognise lum.: The horseman dis- : 
monnted and joined Boms, who, on bia proponng- 
te Unt to cross the street, said, " Nay, nay, m!y 
yq^nag friend,,— .that's all over now ;" and qnoted,. '. 
after a psuae, some Teraes of Lady Qrixsel Bwl- 
lie's pathetic ballad,— - 

.** His bwinet (toad anee fit* fair qn hit bioir, 

Bii au!d snc lookM bMtn thui aioay sne'a new ; 

Bat nav he Isn't vm iHij way it will hing. 

And cast* hinueU dovie upon che ain).bU^> ' • 

" O were ve young, h «c anos bae bten. 

We sod has been gslloidng donn on yoD gKEn, . 

And linking it ower the lUynhiie Laa,... 

Amd anrtna my heart light I aai die." 

It was little in Banc's charactar.to let hit r<Mllii^ 
oil', cecjain Hahjects, escap« ib thb ftshioii. m^ 
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iminediatelj' after cith^ tBese verses, usnmed tbe 
tpri^dineBa of liifi most pleaaing manner; and 
tAking Ub yoang friend home with bim, enterttuned 
him very agreeably until the honr of the ball ar- 
rived, with a bowl of his usnal potation, and Bon- 
nie Jean's sin^g of some verses which he had re- 
cently composed. But this inddcnt belongs, ph>- 
bably, to a aometvhal later period of our poet's re- 
sidence in X)ninfries. 

The rectffds of the Exdee>Office are aSent con- 
cerning the suspicions which tbe CommiBsionera 
of the time certunly took up 'in regard to Bums 
aa a political offender — according to the phraseo- 
logy of the tempestnotis period, a demoertU. In 
that department, aa then conducted, I am asawed 
that nothing contd have been more nnlike the 
usual course of things, than that one syllable should 
bave been set down in writing on such a subject, 
noless the case had been one of extremities. That 
an iuqiury was instituted, we know from Boms's 
own letters — and what the exact termination of 
the inquiry was, can no longer, it is [Hy>bable, h6 
ascertained. 

According to die tradition of the ndghbonrhood. 
Bams, int^ alia, gave great offence by demurring 
in a lai^ mixed company to the proposed toast, 
'< the hralth of William Pitt ;" and left the room 
in indignation, because the sodety rejected what 
be wished to substitute, namely, " the health of a 
greater and a better man, George Washington." 
I suppose the warmest admirer of Mr Rtt's talent« 
and politics would hardly venture now-a-days to 
dissent substantially from Bums's estimate of tbe 
comparative merits of these two great men. The . 
name of Washington, at all events, when contem- 
porary passiona shall have finally sunk into the 
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pe«ce of tin goYe, wilt im^iitttivAiUy lM!r« iti' 
piMe i» tlM'firat isak of heroic Tirtne,— » atetiwL 
Thick demands the exbittttiou ttf victory pw« audi 
oHtaiiied tn-er teraptations end trials «xtnmt^~. 
avf, in kiod aa well w titrength, Bnt at the tiflw- 
wbea fioEua, boiog a servant of Mi Fitt's gorerft-: 
DMBt, waa guilty «i tbia indiscretioD, it i» otmons' 
thftt a gtoA deal " t»tse ww merat than reached^ 
the ear."" 

. In ' the poei'a vwa corre^Ksideacai we have 
Uaeea ot another occorrenGe of the sune aorbi 
Bnnu thns writes to » gentlemaa at whoee t^te> 
he had dined. tW day before:—" I was, 1 know^ 
drank last night, bat I am sober this vomugri 

f roB th« espresaitmB Captain laaAt taa. 

of to me, had. I had nobody'B welbre to oaie for' 
hut my own, we shovld certainly have cone, ao-' 
i^ordiDg to the maimer of the woriii, to the neces-: 
81 ty o£ murdering one ^thet aboat the busineu..' 
'Hie wgrds were soch as generally, I believe, end', 
i^ a brace of pistols ; bu 1 am still pleased to think> 
ijiat I did not ^tQ the paacfl.nad welbreof awiCs; 
and children'inadninken Bqnabbl& Farther, yoB: 
l^bow that the report of certain poHticaT opinions 
being mine, has already once before brtnigb me to 
t^e brink of detraction. I dread leM hat night's 
hosiness may be interpreted in the- same ynf. ■ 
Von, 1 h^, will take care to prevmC'it. I tes- 
your wish for Mrs Burua's wel^re with the task 
of waiting on every gentleman who was :pfeunt 
t» state this to hiivt and, aa yon please, diow this 
letter. What, after all, waa the ohnvxioBs Utaal 7 . 
Mi^ Mw luceesi in the preetnl war beeqaat to t/ia- 
j'ttatdx t^Mtr etmsg — a toa«t that the most oatra'. 
geoMs freaxy of Joyalty caniiat object to>." 
. £wm I)M:beaiLcaaiB]cndediiiUHi«BlyJ:>y>oMe), 
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witfaoBt callii^Captam 
mmniBg; and one critic, the list I s 
would have wi^ed to nj anjrdni^ nnkindly sbont 
tbo poet, has excited ind^a^n in the breast of : 
Mr I^tKlda, hf niggestiMg thu Btuns really kad 
not, at any pttwd of his Hfe, dioae delicate feel- 
iafllB on cerlaia matteis, wbicb, it onul be admitted, 
na pei^MK is Bunts's ov^iBal lank and station ie 
ever expected to act apon. - Tke qaesticHa may h% ' 
safely intrusted to the good eense of alt who can 
look to the case witboat paBuon or parseiial irri- 
tation. No bnman Imng will ever dream that 
Robert Boms was a coward: as for the poet's 
toaat abont the Bacceaa or the war, there can be 
no donbt that only one meaning waa {liven to it 
by all who heard it ntteted; and. as little that a 
gentleman bearing the King's commission in the 
army, if be was entitled to resent the sentiment 
at all, lost no part of his light to do so, because it 
was annonnced in a quibble. 

Bnms, no question, was gnilty of impoliteness 
as well as ind^cretion, in o&riag any snch toasts 
as these in mixed company; but that snch toasts 
shonl^ hare be«t considered as attaching any grare 
snspicion to his character as a loyal. subject, is a 
circumstance which can oidy be acconnted for hf 
reference to the ezaggfrrated state of political feet- 
ings on all isstters, end among all descriptions of 
men, at that melancholy period of diaeffection, dis- 
tTiut,-«nd diaanien. Who, at any other dian that 
lamentable time, would ever have dreamed of erect- 
iog: ths diinlung, or declining to drink, the health 
of a puticolsr minister, or .the approving, or dia- 
^ppraving, of a particdap measBra oi gownmeDt, . 



^ 
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tnto^testofBtntn's loyalty^tofalH King? The 
poet Cnbbe bu, in one c^ his masterly Bketches, 
siren ns, periiHpa, r more vi*id delineation of the 
juringB and collisioiiB trbicb were at tbis period 
the perpetoal curse of society than the reader may 
be able to find elsewhere. He has painted the ' 
Blordy Tory mingling accidentally in a company 
of those wild would not, like Boms, drink " the 
fa^th of 'William Pitt ;" and snffering sternly and 
sntldly nnder the infliction <rf their, to him, ho^• 
rible doctrines ..... 

-" Now, diniMT MM, no longer he lopprM 
.Bia itiong diiJikt to be ■ aieat oncK ; 

Sabjeeu uid vtods wm doit at hii eomniADd — 
Wben disBppainDneiit frown'd on all he pUnn'd. 
• For, hark ! Be heaid, Bmazed, on cTery side, 
Hii church insulted, uid hec prieaU belied. 
The Uwi renled, the ntlins poveii kbiued, 

The Uud derided, uid her loa eicuud 

He heard and pondei'd. What to men ao vile 
Should be his language ? For bis tbreateaing itjls 
■They were too many. If big spradl were meek, 
Tbey would deapise such poor Mtenpta to ape>)[— 
> — There wen rtilbniiers of each different aoit. 
Foes to the Uwa, the priesthood, and the conn ; 
Some on iheir favourite plans alqae intent, 
Some purely angry and malcTolent ; 
The iBih were proud to blame their countty'a lawa, 
.The vain (a seem aupparters of a cwme ; 
One ull'd for change that he would diead to sec. 
Another ligh'd for Gallic libertj' j 
And Dumbcri joioing with the forward crew. 
For no une leaadn — but that tnany dn— 
• — How, (aid the JiuliGe, can thia trouble rise — 
This slMme and pali^ &imi creatures I deiplie P"— 

And he baa also presented the ehBm[Hon of 
loyalty as snTTonnded with kindred spirits, and - 
amazed.nitJi theaiidKity of aain(riiuvedemoa«l> ' 
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tnAt wbooi lie im mw no mm cnue tp keep 
Mnns tbaa stich geotleroon as " Captuu --i ., -■ ' 
were, wont to do with Robert Bdtiib. 

t' Is U not known, agrmi, ooaSim'd, toabu, 
lliat of all peoples wc ait gorem'd b«u t 
-,-Aa± live Ofeit thow id Buch sll^loriaal Mats, - 
Tiaiton proteoMd in the land tb^ bate, 
Rcbdi Blill vuring with the Uwi that ain I, 

To tham BubiialaDCE P—yes, nudi «Jetdw> live I , 

. Theism Ifaat nursed them they blaipbeme; Qte Ui*r— ,' " 
Tbelr Sovei^go'i ^nij — and their coaatr/'t emae ^_ 
And who their moutli, their muler £end ; u>d wlu ■■• 
; SebdMcm's Oracle ? — Yon, culiff, you I 
. —O ooaU ow conntiy ttma hev coaaM expel 
' Such foes, and nourisD Aose that with bn irdt i 
m» ha mild laws foibid, but m may Uill 
From >» eject them by our soietciga i»m ■ 

TUalet ug &> " 

Ha spoU, aaid, Nkted with hta fbnne* air, ' 

. Look'd Ui fiiU wtf, asdt aifd hij< w;^ (teii I 
Took one full bumper to each finoonw euiM, 
And dwdt ell night od politics and l^ws^ 
WiA high applauding voice wMch galn'd Utn b^ ap- 

Bbem, eager of tei^w, load of tooe, and witit 
dechnMtNB Nid >in:Mni eyiril y >| cMPiwaid, w», 
we mmj eanlT- batimns, tW moM huled of hwrnma. 
Mngi, beeaoae the most dreaded, anoi^ the pR^ 
vindal dian^iona of tlm utiniiiistnttien of which b* 
thongbt fit to diMpftnre. But that be ever, in U> 
noat ardent moods, nphrid the piina^es t^.tbou 
whose appknie oftheReiich R«nhitiim wa* Imm, 
Ae maak of rerolntionBiy des%iu at beme, afua 
tbeM principlea had been. reaUy dev^oped by tbeae 
that maintainiwi them, and nndentood by bim, it 
Ifiay be safe^ denied. There ia not, in aU bis qois 
ntpon^ence, ow aylhdfle to gire countenasce to 
qv^ a charge. ' 



SIS .■- MBrrK--(W>' ■ ■ 

, 'HiB'indlMrBttvB^ iMhrerer.'ffid eM Bitf^ am* 
floe.'itacU to wonts'; and ^ogh an incident now 
aboat to be reconled, Maogs to tbe ye«r 179B, 
before tfae French wsr bn^e oat, there is reason 
b> belwTextiwt it tanoed the main subject bf tbte 
nujary wbich tlie Exeiie CommisrioneTS th6tiMit 
thADuelves called npon to hutitnte toncbibg m 
politics of our poet. 

'- At that period B great dea] of contr^and traffi^ 
th iflfl y trawth^lateof MM.wnagoiagiwialol^'ti&e 
coasts of Galloway and Ayraliire, tend thg witdlb 
*£ tbc rerenne officers from Oretna to Dnmfrie*, 
were placed mul^ tlie orders of a sapertntendent 
ilwditig^ in AmiBi], who exerted himself iJealOtuTy 
ia intercepting tlie descent of the smnggling ves- 
tels. On the 27tb oFFebrukry, a snepicious-look- 
ii^'biigwaa dieeorered in the SolwBy FVith, and 
BuBaww'eaeofthe'party whom the supeiintend- 
•*t coadneted'to wnteh her motions. She got Itfto 
^ibUow wftter the day afferwarda, and the bffi^celn 
wcae enabled to diacorer that her ciew were nilt- 
nMTone, armed, and not likely to yield witKont ft 
■tiiiggle. ' Lewars,' a brother exoaeman, an ifllS' 
mite fiMnd of emr poet, ww accordingly sent'lb 
Dnnttcs-fer* gtMHi <tf dregooni; the raperinh 
tMtiat4 Mr Crawford, proceeded bimwlf on a ri- 
uilar ertand to Ecclefechan, and Bonta was "left 
itithiMme'nen mdtr lib orders, to waMh'thri bi% 
attdi>nmaviMa^% or e«ei^ From the 'pri^Ue 
vmimiiotoaa of tfae atcitnnen, (how in my band^) 
■I'SppMrs'tfaM BamemanifHted consSi^aHeTw- 
patienoe <ntai» thus occvpied,' befttg- teR (WiMtf^ 
boms in a wet salt-marsh, with a force which, he 
Imtm^Wbe ioadeilnate f or , ^ porpose Wyrjm 
meant to fblfil. ..Oa6 of his comiadealteanngk^ 
abnge his friend Lewars in paitionJaTi frr raiiy 



tie.xlao wide4 tlie 4eril had him for faia'pKii4 
sncl thai Buma,.iii the sKantiaH, wonid do wdll 
to indite a mow vpoatbeshii^ard: Bonis said 
if^tiuqg; bat aiw taJobg afow atriilea hy fauDseU' 
wnong the neds awl sbi»glei rejoined his part^ 
sid.ataated to them the wdl-kaawn ^ttyt 7%c 
Dafg run atoa' vrt l&e Excifeman,* LewBrt 
wrivedsbiM^tly.afitonmda with his di'^owu ; knd 
Bwuit pnttiiw.Haiielf at their bead, waded, nnad 
JQ l^uidi ta Oie brig, and was the first to beard 
b^, I^ fxvK leet haait, and submitted, tbou;^ 
thcic. nnmbora were greater (ban those of tbe as- 
Auling fopce. The tssmI wai condemned^ a«4 
with all her anaa and storeg, soid by auction next 
dftf at Dnm&ies: u)>iHi wbidi occtuion, Bumst 
-wboae bebarioar bad been hi^l^ eommendnfi 
tbooght fit to purchase fonr cinoBadea, hj WK]( iS 
tropby. But bis ^ee went » at«p fiuiber ;-lJw 
pent the gaoa, wttb a letter, to tha Frencb Coo- 
TcntionT mjuesting that ^>dy to ascent ef tb»A ac 
« marie of his admbation aiid respecL Tbe fn- 
aant, and its aocompaaimiait, were intercepted <ri 
ibe ctutom-hoase atDoror; and beroi tbersap* 
peara to be litUe room to doobt, wss tiktt pifawoal 
QrcnmstaacA that drew m Bums the notice af hia 
jealooa Boperioia. 

We WW* not) itut troe, al war with Fisaoo-; 
bat efwp oaa Imew and felt that We wer» Mt kc 
eo.i^Q IfHigl and nobody can ptetaad thsS Baitw 
■^tfi. not ^ibty, SB this oecasioil, ofa nMSt ak- 
9W4 wd pFOaiiiaptavus breach of decomm. 

. ■ The 4ccaiu>t In iht IteHqua of this loi^ beki^^wnt^ 
Dosed Tot " a festive meeCuw of sU.die SffOf-ofBogfrn^ill 
BctmntiW* f* (heteFoie ihcoccect. Mr fcun, moiwTer. «• 
■HktaaglhMdwre'MverTaaMhytacliiriecUn^ " 
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•Whea. he laamad tb* iwi«mil» <btt hhd ta^ 
created bv his conduct, and itt pmbable- eouie- 
qaai£W, be wrote to hu patwo, Mr GnbuB af 
f iatray, tbe. foUowiag.lettw a-^ 

" DMsmbsr 1792. 
" Sir, I bave bent raipriwd, cmfoiuided, umI 
distracted by MrMitcbell.tbecollecto^.tfilltDi^qM 
tbat he has received an order from yoor board t» 
inqnire into taf pditical candact, and blaminpine 
f» B person diMffected to gorenHuent. Sift y** 
■re a buaband and a fatber. ¥aa know iriut yoa 
ironld feel to Me the vacb-lovcd wife of your bo> 
Mm, and your bel]de«s, prattUi^ littla tnua tamed 
fidrift mttfthe world, degraded and dufiacad, inm 
B •itustion in wbichtbeybwl haea respectable 'ud 
respected, wd left almoat without the accowary 
Bnpp<^ of a nUcTOble esitteace. Alas I air, 
muat I think that anch eooa tvill be my lot P an4 
from the damned dark inainiu^ona of hallisb, 
gronndleas enry too 7 I believe, air, I may arer il, 
Budinthesight of OD)maci«u)e,that I wonldsaitell 
a deliberate blaebood, no, not tfaongb even wont 
hoiTon, if wone can be, thaa.tlioae I.ba*« maM^ 
tioned, hong over my bead. And I «ay that tim 
ijiegi^tioii, whaterer villBinbaa made it, is • litt 
To the British Ctmstitntton, on ravolatiBB fpHsa;: 
pies, next, after my God, i ^n moat doroobly at- 
tached.. Yoa,sb',have4>aaBm»obaad<g(aamna)^ 
piy friend. Heaven knows faoW wan»ty I ham 
felt tbe obligation, awl haw grate^y I ba** 
thanked you. Fortnne, sir, has made you potnai^ 
fill, and me impotent ; has given yon patronage, 
•9d me dependence. I would not, far ny ainlle 
■df, call on your btunenity: were auch my insular, 
" B BWm e cted sitnation, I wonid disperse the teat 
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tialt A»w aWelb in my eyfl ; I conld brave mis. 
ftHliine ; I could fmce rnin ; at the wont, ' death's 
dMosasd doom eta&d open.' But, good God I the 
'teader coacerni ^t I hare mentioned, the cIbiibb 
and ties that I aee at this iiramrat,aad feel around 
KM, how tbey nnnerfe ctmn^ and widier mola*' 
turn 1 T« yoor patronage, as a man o! some fe' 
uw, yan hare allowed me a claim ; and your ea- 
tMn, ai an htHwat man, I know is my dae. To 
dieaei lir, permit me to appeal. By ueee may I 
at^nre yon to lave me from diat misery which 
tbre^eB* to ortnriirim me ; and which, with my 
latest breath I will say, 1 bare not deeerreii 1" 

Cta dta Sd of January, (a week or two after- 
mnla) m find him writia^ to Mrs Dnnlop in these 
tenna:— (The good luly bad been offering him 
aone interest with the Excise board in the view of 
pramoti^.) " Mr C. can be of little service to me 
M pi«teut; at least, 1 sbonld be sby of B{)plying. 
X cannot probaUy be setded as a st^twrisor for se- 
vmsl yeara. I moat -fnif the rotation of lists, &c. 
Beajdaa, aeme carioas malicious devil has raised 
a little dennr on my political principles, and I 
iriah to let Uuit matter settle before I offer myself 
(DO nnch in the eye of my saperiora. I have set 
baBceforth a setd on my lips, as to these imlncby 
prftica ; bnt to yon I mnst breathe my senttmentsv 
!■ diis, aa u ererylhing ebe, I shall show tba 
■adiagsised raiotions of my aonl. War, I depre- 
tmt* : miswy and rain to thonsands are in ^e 
Uaat that amtiKUKea the deatrnetire demon. 

' ** The mnamder of this letter," says Cromek, 
*fhM bean torn away by some barimron hand."- 
I can hare no donbt that it was torn away by one 



of ibe Inndect bands' in th« wbrid — that' df Hiri 
Diinlop herself. 

' The exact result of ths Excise Board's investi. 
gation 19 hidden, as has been smdabore, in obsco- 
rity; nor la it at dl lilcdy that tbecloiid vrill be 
wJdHlrawn hereafter. A general impressioB, how^ 
ever, appears to hare gone forth, that the afiUr 
terminated in something whichBnnM himaelf tma-' 
sidorcd as tantamount to the destractiiM- of «ll 
hope of foture pronration in his prbfwsion ; md It 
has-been insinuated by slnraet erery one «f bie 
Inogmphers, that the crnshing ofthese hopes ope- 
rated nnhappily, e'wn fatally, on the totie of tm 
mind, and, in conseqiiencA, on the hahita of hia life. 
Id B. word, the early death of Bams has bees (by 
implication at least) ascribed mainly to the cirovm- 
titances in question. Even Sir Writer Scott has dis- 
tinctly Intimated his acquiescence in ^is preralsnt 
notion. "The political predilections," says he, " for 
they conld hardly be termed principles, of Bnmer 
were entirely determined by his feefings. At ia» 
first appearance, he felt, or sfiected, a propsBKty 
toJacobitisni. Indeed, a youth of his wsmi iroagi- 
nation in Scotland thirty yewa ago,* could hwdly 
escape this bias. "The side of Citarles Edmrd 
was tha^ not snrely of sound sense and sober rea- 
son, bat of romantic gallantry and high acbierv-' 
ment. The inadeijoacy of the means by wbnch 
tltat prince attempted to regain tbe crown tctfait- 
ed by his fathers, the strstige and almoet poetical 
adrentnieawhidi he underwent, — tbe Scottish ntW' 
tia) character, faonoored in hb victories, mad -^ 
graded and crushe<) iti hisdefrat, — tbetales oCfbe 
relerans who had foHowed his ■drenWrnH atawl-. 

• Quarterly Hrview for Februsiy IflOO. 
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ahl, were all cslculateil to ini|tress upon the i^lail 
of a poet a warm interest iathecauae of theHow^ 
of Stuart. Yet tb« iuinWBiioB wu not uf & ^ry 
aeiioTiB caU ; for Bnnw. huaself ackoovledgee in 
one of hie iMten, < UeliqiKi, p. 240,) that .' to tell 
the matter of (Mt, except when tnjr pasaions vete 
heated by MMna acciilenlal cause, my Jqcobitkm 
1MM tnerd]' by way of vine la bagatelle.' The same 
eodiiuiaetio acdonr of disposition swayed Burns in 
hia d]oic« of political teoeta, when the country 
was agitated by refolutiooary prwcipleB. Thajiw 
poet abouid have chosen the side on which bigji 
ta li'Wn were most likely to procure celebrity ; that 
he to whiuB t^ 6iBtuliaQ« diatiuctiona «f society 
were alw^ odioiMr should have listened with com- 
placence to, the rtuce of Prench philosophy, which 
denounced them a* murpations on the rights of 
tnan, was precisely the thing to be eJipectea. Yet 
we caoDol but Uuuk, that if his superiors in the 
Excite doparlinont had tried the experiment of 
aaothing rather than irritating his feelipgs, they 
Wght hare spued themselves the disgrace of ren- 
-d^ng desperate the possessor of such uiiconiio<m 
.lalaats. For it is but too ctrUtin, that from the 
inaatent hia hopes of promotion were utterly 
UastMl^ his tendency to dissipation hurrieil him 

CtnpiMt«ly into those excesses which shortened 
life. We doubt not, that in that awful period 
,«f national tUacord, he bad done and said enpngb 
to deteT, in ordinary cases, the servants of goTw«r 
naentfrom coDDtenanciug an avowed partizau of 
faction. But this partisan was Burus 1 Surely .the 
isxperimeut of lenity might hare been tried, and 
perhaps successfully. The aonduct of Mr Graham 
of Frntray, our poet's only shield against actual 
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diswiauoD KoA co&M^fiMBt raw, wfatu A* tof^ 
tti- credit on tfaat gmdeiaaik'' 

In tbe gesaral atova of HBtwiciit iB' tfais pMO- 
sge, who can refase t» cobcw P bnt I wn Mnnd 
to saf ^ that after a carah) eiaialDatian »f al) Ae 
dociiBeiits, {trwted wid M8^ to wkitb 1 liavcfcad 
accciw, I have gi«at ilonbta u te aona of ike prin- 
'C)|i»l beta atannMd in tbe eloquent BtatemtAt. I hfti% 
bmre me, for example, a letter of Mr Fisdlater, 
fonnarly Collector at Glaigow, wlw was, M Ae p«- 
riod in qneiliaa, Bnnw'B immediate mperior in 
tbe Dumfries district, is which that Toy MSfeetaUe 
persocL diitiactly says i- — " I may Teatore to aa- 
Mrt, tbat when Bmms was accosed (rf a iMJiiBg ts 
dcmocTwy, and an inquiry inttf bia caaiaet UtA 
pWa, be was miljected, in o^weqtiMwe AovoT, 
to no more than perhaps a verbal or prirate ccn- 
tioa tabe nior« circnmspect in fntnro. Ndtbcr4* 
I Iwdieve his promotion waa dtereby afieetad, «a 
has been stated. That, had he lired, woatd, I haro 
every reason to think, have ^ne on iH the naoal 
routine. His good and Htettdy frieod Mr Graham 
would have attended to this. What canae, th«r»- 
fiire, WM there for dejMeaskm of B[Hrits on thia mb-. 
couDt ? or bow Bhimld he have be<n bniried there- 
by to a premalare grave P /neveraaw hia aptlH 
Aul till be was botne down by tbe p'easure of di^ 
eaae and bodily weakness ; and even then itwowld 
occasionally revive, and like an expiring lamp, 
omt bright flashes to tbe last."* 

Wfafln the wu bad fairly broken out,* b«t> 
taUoB of volante^^ waa fonned in Dnninea, and 
Bonw was an original member of the corpe. Ifrta 
very true that bis acoeeaion was Btgeeted to by 

• Lelter lo bonsld Hatme, Eiq. W, S. Edin1>Digh.~ 
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Mme of his neighbtfars ; bat ihme were orer-raled 
by tbti gentlemen who took tbe tesd in the bu. 
natm, and the poet lotm became, ta might have 
beea expected, the greatest poaaible faronrite with 
hia brothers in BrraB. His commanding officer. 
Colonel De Peyster, attests his zealous disChai^ 
of his dnties as a member of the corps ; aDt) their 
. attaohmeBt to him was on the increase to l%e 
laaC He vnu their lanreate, and in ifiat capacity 
did more good aernce to the gorernmcnt oF t&e 
oountrjr, at a crisis of the darkest alarm and dan- 
ger, tlnB perhaps any one person of hia rank and 
atntion, with the exception of Dibdin, had tb)> 
power or the incKnation to render. " Bunis,*= 
Miya Allan Cnnningham, "was a aealons lover tfP 
hia coODtry, and hea stamped his patriotic feeltngS'' 
in nwny a iaating verse. . . . His poor and honetf 
Sodger laid hold at onee on the public feeling, and 
it was everywhere sung with as enthnsiasm which 
mAj began to abate when Campbetrs ExiU of 
fWnand Tf'ouncfet^/ltMKirwere published. DaiH-' 
fiias, which sent so many of her bods to the ware, ■ 
mag with it from port to port ; and the poet, 
irtwrerer he went, neard it eclioing from faoase 
and hall. 1 wish diis exqaisite and useful song,' 
with SooU wha hat wi' Wallace Ned, — die Soriff 
of HeaA, and Doet haughty Gaul Invasion 
ThmU — all lyrics which enforce a love of coun- 
try, and a mutial enthnsiasm into men's breuta; 
had obtained some reward for tfae poet, Mia 
periebid>le conrersation was Femembered by the 
ridi to Us prejudice — hia imperishable lyrlCs were 
rewarded only by tbe admiration and tears of bis 
fellow peaiasts." 

Lastly, w^MMwer the rebuke of the Excise Board 
amounted to— ^Mr James Gray, at that time 



•«AoriBMUt«r if DnmMen, and BCaag mwh of 
Bam both w Ae tesober of his chit^vn, «m1 m 
■ perecMwl fmnd umI aswouite of litWBiy tute Mid 
ttisM, is tlte oiAy penon who gins imjtintig like 
wk MKt stBtetDCral ; awl aeoordiiig to him, Brtm 
WW arimoniabed " tbat it ww bit bunoms te Act, 
mt to tbink")— in whatever langssge tb« e^tmoq 
ma clodied, the Ezcin Board (tid nolhii^ frmn 
iriiicb Bom bad any cause to rappase ^t his 
hopes of altitnata pr<Hnoti«« were extingnished. 
Naji if be had taken np rach a nolitMi, r^Mly or 
efTonaawly, Mr Hndlater, who had him eoiMt«ntly 
nndec bis eye, 4ind who eujoyed all bis confidence, 
and who «njoyed tbent as he Mill enjoysi the nt- 
maat Mnfidence of the Board, mast bare knows 
the hot to-be an Snch, I cannot help ttunkingv 
ia the fut view of the case; at all evenle, w« 
know iittt BttiTia, the year before he died, WMi 
permitted to odt aa a Sttptntiter i a thing not ' 
likriy to have occorred had there been anyrescAi- 
tioD tgiainat proraotng him io his proper oider to 
^ permanent aiUtatien of that miperier rank. 

Oo ^ wbols, iben, I am of opinion tiiat tbe. 
^oiM Board bare been dealt with harshly, when 
men of enuBenc« bare talked of their coadnct to 
Burns as afiSxing dugraee to then. It appears 
that Bams, being gnilty nnqoestionabty of great. 
indiMretion and indecomm \toik of word anddeed^ 
was admonished in a private manner, that at sneli 
a period of national distraction, it behoved a pub. 
lie eScer, gifted with talttits and necessarily widi 
influence tike his, vay carefnlly to abstain from 
conduct which, now that passions have had time 
to cool, no sane man will say became Itis sitnalion ; . 
that finms's snbaeqnent cwndnct e&ced tba qsi> 
ftronrable impression created in the minds of bis 
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rap^on ; Mtd dirt ha ^nd bcgwi tv taate tii* 
fruits ortWir reconred a|»pro)i«ti<m8«d(onfi(k«te, 
«Fe bis c«rew wpa closed bjr iUa«M and Heatit. 
These ContnisuMiera of Cxoise ware thwiUNlvw 
■nWrdiaate olfic«ra of tbns*renuaent, and tttwHr 
re^aoBibki for thoae nndvr tben. lliat tlwy (W 
try ^ expenment of lenity to a certain oxtrat, ^ip 
penra to Im made out; tbat titt^ cotdd Iwre bem 
justified in trying it to a farther extest, ia at^liba 
leatt doHbtCal. Bnt with regiard to the goTonuiMttt 
of the coDDtry itself, I must say I thiok it is.BMch 
ni(H'« diScolt to defeqd tbem. Mr Pitt'a niuetry 
ffxve Dibdin a peaaion of l^UQO a-year for writing 
hia Sea Stmgs;* and one csoBOt help Taaambtr* 
ingi that whea Bams did b^n to excite tiM apt 
door Bad patriatiau of hia cooDtrymen by anoh 
Buigs M Mr CwHungbu* baa hew allwhng to* 
there were po-soos who had «nnr opporMttity of 
repreaentiBg to the Preioiar the cbuma of a pvatew 
than Dibdin. Lenityi indn%«ieet to whataFo 
length -carried in ench quarten as these, wenld 
hare been at once safe and gncaM. Wbat ■ike 
miner poEticiaiiH of tJw day thoeght of Bwtufa 
p»etry I know notj bat Hir ^t himself a^»e^ 
ciated it aa highly as aoy men, ■' 1 can think of 
no rerae," sstd tbe great Minister, when Bnna. 
w$B no nore— " I can think of no vena sine* 
Shakapeaiv's, that has ao mneh the appearance of 
caating «we«t1y from naUire>"f 

* Sj IIk vay, Hi Fdx'i ^niiiry g^oed nu credit by 
duwDuhiBg IHbdio'i pemloii du/big tbdr bnef twtf, by 

■)■ I am usared that Mr Pilt xaei those words at tbe 
uble of the lits Lord Liverpool, Boon sder Bumi's doth. 
Hot thiteTeni might come to be a nannal loptc M that' 
Uble, wilt be koi in tb« k^deL 



Hot) Bvrns put tof^ bOihb newBpsper sqnito 
a<p9» LapMK or Canat, or a smart pamnfalet " On 
the State of the Conntiy,'" he might bare been 
nwe attended to in his lifetime. It ia common 
to uy, " what !■ enryhoij'a IwBineHS ia nobodjr'a 
bntinflu ;" bot one may be pardoned for thinkii^ 
tbtC in rach cases as diis, that which tbe gene- 
ral ■roiee oF tbe country does admit to be erery* 
btdf's tasinesa, coraen io fact to be the bHsiiieea <^ 
tbese whom ^ nation intmsta with national con- 

To retom t« Sir Walt«r Scott's renewal — it 
•eetne that he has somewhat oreratated the politi> 
cal f«di»cretions of which Bnma w&a Bctna1>y guil- 
ty. Let lis bear the coonter-atatement of Mr Gr^y, 
who, as has already been mentioned, enjoyed 
Bnrns's intimacy and confidence dnring his reai- - 
deuce at Dnrofries.— -No one who knows anything 
of that excellent man, will for a moment suspect 
him of giving any other than what be be^res to 

** Buns (says he) was enthnstastically fond of 
tibarty, and a lorer of tbe popular part of oar con- 
stthition ; bnt he saw and admired the jnst and de- 
lictte proportions of the political ftbric, and no- 
tbng cotud be farther from his aim than to level 
with die dnst the venerable pile reared by the la- 
bovrs and the wisdom of ages. That provision of 
the conatitDtion, however, by which it ia made to- 
contain a self-correcting principle, obtuned no in- 
considerable share of his admiration i he was, 
therefwe, a zealons advocate of conatitational re- 



all the energy of aq irresistible 
eloquenct; ; but there is no evidence that be crei 
went fanbcr. He was a qiember of no pi^iticid 
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club. At the ^me vbon. in aettm aadetim, tfae 
n»(l cry of revolutiao nw iwiM)d>fi«B «■» tntl^tf 
the kingdom to the other, biBT(uoe was n«««faeMd 
ia their debates, nor did be enr aapporh ihtii 
opiuious in nritlag, or conaapoAd with dien in 
any form whatevfv. ThoBith Umited hi en inciiBHi 
wUch any other maa would bavq c«nHdcred pw 
Terty^ he refused L.50 fr-year offered to fain hr a 
weekly iirticle, by the proprietorB of an eppoittiMt 
paper i aod two reasoos, equally booonrfthle to faun, 
induced him to reject this proposal. Hia intlepeiiB 
(lent ntirit spnntqd the idee of beconioi; the hire- 
ling; of a party ; and wbaterer may b«ve beat Jna. 
opiiuon of the men aad measures that than fttf 
veiled^ be did not thii^ it right to fetter the ope* 
ntions of that goFernmeot by which be was e^ 
piwed." 

In (trong cui&iaatiott of the first jmtI of thie 
■tatement by Mr, Gray,* we hare tbe {(Aloini^ cs- 
tract from u>e poet's own prinla diaryr neTtr, in 
all human probability, designed to meet the psUie 
eyer*-" Wisatever njigbt be my aeBtimeDta «f re* 
publics, ancient or modem, 1 ever elguwd tbe Urn 
of such changes here. A constitution which,, ia 
ita original [Hinciplea, experience haa {KOTwd t« be 
every way fitted for oar happiness, it woald be imr 
■anity to abandon fur an untried visionary theerfi" 
This surely is not tfaa language of one of diOM m* 
then said and Bong broadly and boldly 
" Of oU ^bgi all Me mtr old i 
or good diiii'K* none KTe good eoDDgh 1 
Went Oiow that we can bdp U> fiune 
A world or odiei stuff." 

• Mr Gray Temorcd fiom the i.hmd of Dumrriea to iKe 
BighScUoIof EdiDbutgh, in whidi emi — - - 
for maoT jena labowco with diuiDgaul 
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Aa tathe delicate and mtricate qnMtion of Parlia- 
nentary Reformat ia to be renienibered that Mt 
Pitt advocated that m^asiire at' tbe outset of bb 
eareer, and never abandoned the principle, although 
the events of his time were too well fitted to con- 
TiDce him of the inexpedieocy of makiDg any far- 
ther attempts at carrying it into practice ; and it is 
also to be coondered that Burns, in faia humble 
and remote eituation, was mncb more likely to seize 
right prindples, than to judge of the safety or expe^ 
diency of carrying them into effect. 

The statement about the newspaper, refers to 
Mr Perry of the Morning Chronicle, who, at tbe 
sng^^estioQ of Mr Miller of Dakwinton, njade tbe 
proposal referred' to, and received for answer a 
letter which may be seen in the General Cbrres- 
poDdence of our poet, and the, tenor of whicb Is 
in accordance wicli what Mr Gray has said. Mr 
Perry afterwards pressed Burns to settle ia Lea< 
don as a regular writer for hia paper, and the poet 
declined to do so, allegbog that, however small, 
his Excise ^pointment was a certainty, which, in 
jnt^ce to his bunily, he coold not thiak of abandon- 
ing.* 

- In omclnsion, Bnrns's abstinence from tbe p<H 
litical clubs, and affiliated societies of that dtsas- 
trotiB period, is a circumstance, tbe impottanoe of 
which will be appreciated by all who know any- 
thing of the machinery by which the real revoln- 
tionists of the eera designed, and endeavoured, to 
carry their purposes into execution. 

Bums, after the Escise inquiry, took care, no 

then beeunePiofeuocaf Latiaia the Inititulicni M BdfMt, 
and la ddv in ho\j arden, ind a chaplain of the Eul India 
Company in the pRAidenc; of Madras. 
» TWi ii lUtca on ihe suthoritr of Major Millir. 
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donbt, to avoid sioiilar acrapcB ; bat he had no re- 
lactance to meddle lai:ge1y and zealonaly in the 
squablileBofcoDDtjpolitira and contested elections; 
and thux, by merely espousing, on all occasimiB, the 
cause of the Whig candidat«H, kept up very eflbc- 
tnally the spleen which the Tories had originally 
conceired on tolerably legitimate grounds. Of hia 
political verses, written at Dumfries, hardly any 
specimens hare as yet appeared in print ; it wonld 
be easy to give many of tneiB, bat perhaps a(«ne of 
the persons lashed and ridiculed are still alire— 
their children certainly are so. . 
* One of the most celebrated of these eSusIons, 
and one of the most quotable, was written on a 
desperately contested election for the Dumfries 
district of boroughs, betireen Sir James Johnstone 
of Westerhall, and itfr Miller, the younger, of Dal- 
B.wiDt(Mi ; Boms, of course, maintaining the c&use 
of his Ration's family. There is much homonr ia 

The Fivfi (Uu.niE«. 

1. There were ftre carllnei In the §oaih, thej ibil upon a. 

scheme, 
Tn ttai B bid to liunbuii towa to bring them tidiogi hsmer 
Nw only bring them tiding* bame, but da tbdr cnuidj 

there, 
And kiblins gowd and hanonr baith might bt thftt laddie** 

2. Time wt Mtggy by the batiki o' Nith," ■ dun* wi' 

pride eneugfa, 
And Slacjory a' the SI()ny1achs,-f- a car]ine iuldaodteugh ; 
And blinJim Baa o' Aanandule, ^ tli&t dnelt Dear SolwBy- 

(lide. 
And ahiakf Jean that looli her gill in Galloway sae wide; g 
A nd black Join Trae Crichton Fed, H o'gipay kith and kin,— 
Fivo wlghlBT carlinca war na fonn' 4iie*aBlh comitrit withiii. 



_ . . eraanebuttwBj. 

4. The fint he wm a belled knight,* bced o' > boida clan. 
And be wwl gae to Lumiun town, might lue m&a Unt 

wlthsuo'. 
And he t»d do tbeii amuds «eel. Mid meikle be wad i^, 
Aod ilks uie M IniDnun court vauld bid to him gude daj. 

5. Th«Mituineiiiaiod|{ec]rautli,t andspak wi'rooilMt 

Brioe. 
And he vad g«e n Laaann toon if iM their pleenuc wu ; 
Qe wadiw hecht them coaitl; gifts, nor nuiUe ipeadh 



Foe some bad gentle folke lo [deiie, and MOie «ad ^eats 

themielL 
7> Then out epak mim-iDOu'd Heg o' Nith, aod ihe apak 

np *!' pilde, 
Aad ibe wad aend the toifa joadi, whaterer mi^t betido ; 
Ew the anld gaidnuui o' Lunnua i court afae didoa. cstt ■ 

pin) 



t«t fal-aff bwli hae feathen &Ir, and fooli o' chann ait 

fain I 
Bal I hae t^d the bmdei knioht, and 111 try bim ret agaffk 
8. Sayi black Join free CrichCon Peel, ■ carline ttow and 

1^ auU gnidman, and the young, goidman, for me maj 

■ink or iirim ; 
Pdt fboli viH freat o' li^t or wiang, whQe klMTea lauj^ 

' themto acDni ; 
Bat Ike lodsm'* frindi hae blawn the beM, BO ba dull bnr 
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IOl Then wUdt^ Jam ip«k owei tut drink, Ye wed fan, 

Th« anld gu idmati o'LunDimcoiirc,hisbaek'H b«en at the va' ( 
And moEij a fViend that kiss*t his cup, is now a fremit "ighl. 
But ii'i neV be laJd o' whigfcj Jean — 111 seod the border 

tl. Then ilov raise Maijor^ o' the Loehi, and wrinkled 

Ha andenc veei. was raiiet gray, her auld Scots bluid was 

TiMn'sKnne gt*at Mkt set Ugbl bymer— I ut u light bj 



Ood p«atU)t!E]itg and ilka man maj look weel toUmielL" 

The Above is far the beat bnmonred of these pro* 
ducdons. The election to which it refers was car- 
ried ia Mq'or Miller's hvoai, bat after a aavov 
contest, and at a very heavy espeoae. 

These political conflicts were not to be mingled 
in with impunity by the chosen laureate, wit,. and 
oratoc of the dtatnct. He luiiiEelf, in an lUipiib- 
lialwd piece, speaks of tbe teintr ezcUed by 
« — Bann's Taami, whEE 
Bs dips ia gall nomix'd his eager pen. 
And pours bis Tengeance in the bumii^ line ;" 

and F^nsenta faia victims, on one of thea« elec- 

timeenng occaatoBs, as leading a choral shout thu 

•* ..,-■ He (bi hts bemies in church and itatB, 

Might ikhly merit Muir'i and Palmer's fate." 

Bnt what rendered him more and more the ob- 
ject of aversion to one set of people, was snre to 
connect bira more and more strongly wiUt the pas- 
sion*,* aoJj aaforttmetely (or himself and for ns, 

' "LMd^MdnkkbaudofallbiiTMdiMMal, 
' AaAAbia lordanponacaiiTaHfeel t 
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vnA the plomucB of the Otber ; uul ve lure, 
amtmg many conreteioaB to the aune por^KHe, tbe 
followuE, which I quote aa tbe ahort^ in one of 
the poets lettan from Domfriea to Mrs Dunlop. 
" I am better, but not quite free of my complaimt, 
(be refm to tlie palpiwtion of heart.) Yon mast 
not think, as yon aeem toinsinaate,that in my way 
of life, I want eserdae. Of that I have enoDgfa ; ' 
kst occauMi^ bard drioldng is the deti] to me.*' 
He knew well what he waa doing whenever he 
minted in andi debandieries : he had, long ere 
this, described InmselF aa parting " with a slice of 
Ilia oooBtitutioii" every time be was goilty of such 
exceaa. 

' Tbis brings na bade to a nibject on wliich it can 
^e BO one pleasure to erpatiate. Aa has been 
already sufficiently intimated, the statements of 
Heron and Cnrrie on this head, still more those of 
Mr Walker and Gr Irring, are not to be received, 
witfiont considerable dednction. No one of these 
bir^iraphersappears to have had any considerable ia- 
tarconrse with Bums during the latter fears of hia 
life, whicJi theybare represented in each dark co- 
ISDia every way ; and the two anrvirorg of their 
aumber an, 1 donbt not, among those wbo mnat 
hftve heard, with the bigkeat latiafiiction, the conn- 
tir-Btatementi which their narratives were thti 
meaaa <A calling forth from men as well qualified 

He tead At utire, and he saw the use, 

ThW nch cool inault and eneh keen ibou 

Might on tha mveiing iniodi of TOtlng men produce. 

I much rejoiee, hi cti^, ueh north, lo find ; 

To ihii the world mult be no liHiger blind. 

Hii gloTf will descend ftom dre to ion, 

The Bun* of EngUih race, tbe hapiuer ChatUrtoo." 

CaaaaB, in Ike Patron. 
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-as tbeniMlreB ia pomt of ohancter md tttainmtntt 
and much mote so in poiat at circatnatance md 
opportunity, to ascertain ud estimate the nti 
beta of a case, which is, at the best, a stiffiokntly 
melancholy one. 

" Dr Cnrrie," says Gilbert Bnnw,* " knowng 
the events of the latter yean of my brot^MT'i Hfe, 
only from die rqiorts which had been propagated; 
and tbinkiog h necessary, lest the Qutdonr ef his 
work shoatd be called in qaestion, to stal£ ^« 
substance of thue reperte, has given a very exif^- 
gented riew of the failings of my brother's life at 
that period — ^which is certainly to be regretted." 

" i love Dr Ciurie," says the Reverend JamM 
Gray, already more than once referred to, " bit I 
love the memory of Bnrns more, and no consider- 
ation shall deter me from a bold deelaration of the 
truth. The poet of the CoUar's Saturday Nigh^ 
who felt all the charms of the humble piety and 
virlne which he snng, is charged, (in Dr Gunle's 
Narrative,) with vices which would reduce faiiD ttf 
a level with the most d^jaded of his species.— 
Ah 1 knew him dnriag that period of his life em- 
phatically called hia evil days, / am enabled to 
ipeakfrom vty own obaervation' It Is not my in- 
tention to eiieDuate bis errors, beeanse they were 
combined with genius ; on that aceonnt, they were 
only the more dangerous, because the more seduc- 
tive, and deserve the more severe reprehension ; 
but I ehall likewise clum that nothing may he said 
in malice even against bim It came un- 
der my own view professional^, tb»t he superin- 
tended the education of his t^ldren with a degree 
of care that I have never seen aarpaaaed by any 

' * Lsttet lo Mr Fxteckin. (Petctkin't Frefsee, p. 82.) 
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mrent in m^ Efak of Jife wthftteTer- In the bo- 
■^jip.i^f Itis family, b4 apeut many a tleli^tfnl hoar 
tl) ^ireptin^ tlie HtudiaH of his eldest sob, a bay of 
qncoptnaop taienta. ][ ba-vo frequently foaBd hit* 
explaining to this yonth, then not more thaa niw 
y^^ of agCi the English poets, from ShakHpeora 
to Gn^i or atoring hia mind with eicamplea of b«- 
raic rirtn«, a* they live in the pegea of eor most 
celebnted Engliab histarians. I would »sk any 
pQTBOSi of (sominon candour, if employment^ like 
iheaa are cooaiatent with ialiilviai drvTihetmest f 

. " It ia not denied that he sometunea miegled with 
Mcucty snworthy of hini. He was of a, sooial mA 
iwarivial nature. He was courted by aJl claseea 
^f toen for the faadaating powen of hia coovMrea- 
tion, but over hia social scene uncontrolled paasioQ 
sever preaided. Over the social bowU hia n^ 
flashed for houn togetlter, penetrating whatero' it 
■tnick, hke the fire from heaven ; hut even in th« 
bonr of tboaghtlesa gaiety and merriment, I never 
knew it tainted by indecency. It was playful *^ 
catistic by tuma, following an allosioa throogh aQ 
its windings ; astonisbii^ by its rapidity, or am»- 
«ng by its wild originality, and grotesque, yet na- 
tural combioations, but oev«, within my observa- 
tion, (Uagusting by ita gT09snes& la lus tamtaa^ 
h^uta, I never taw him like one sufferi^ from th* 
efiecta of last night's intemperoDce, He i^peared 
than dear and unclouded. He waa the etoqaent 
advocate of humanity, justice, and political free- 
dom, £>oni big puntinga, virtue appeared mtMW 
lovely, and piety asanm^ a more celestial mi^g. 
While b(s keen eye was prwnant with fwicy f^i 
feeUng, and his voice attuned to (he t^ paasio* 
whi^ he wiaLed to communicate, it would hardly 
hare been possible to conceive any being m<9V io- 



ROBEWT BURKS. SOT 

tereBting.and ^tightrol', I may Kkewise odd,' that 
Ml the T«ty end of liie Hf«, reading was his fBTonrite 
amnsemeDt. I have never known any man so in- 
timately acqnaioud widi the elegant EngiiBh an- 
tbors. H« seemed to bave tbe poeta by h««ut. 
The prose authors he coold quote either in tbeir 
own words, or clodie their ideas in kngiiege morn 
beantifhl than their own. Nor was there erer any 
decay in ony of the powers of his mind. To the 
last day of his life, hia judgment, his memory, his 
imagination, were fresh and vigorons, as when he 
composed the Cotfar's Satvrdat/ Night. The 
trnth is, that Bums was seldom intoancated. The 
ilrunkard soon becomes besotted, and is shnAned 
even by the conviria). Had he been so, he' could 
not long hare continned the idol of erery partyi 
It'will be freely confessed, that the hour of e^y- 
tnent was often prolonged beyond tbe limit msriied 
by prudence ; but what mBO will venture to affivm, 
ibat in Mtuations where he was conscioos of giving 
BO much pleasure, he could at all times have lirtened 
to faer voice? , 

" Tbe men with whom he generally associaled, 
were not of the lowest order. He numbered among 
his intimate friends, m«Qy of tbe most respectable 
lidiabitants of Dumfries and the vicinity. Several of 
those were attached to him by ties that the hand 
of calumny, busy as it was, could never snap asun- 
der. They admired the poet for his genius, and 
loved the man for the candour, generosity, ami 
kindness of his nature. His early friends cluog to 
Iiim through good and bad report, with a zeal and 
fidefity that prove their disbelief of the malicious 
stories circulated to his disadvantage. Among 
them were some of the most distinguished charac- 
ters in this country, and not a Tew females, emi- 



neat fir df4iea«r, taite, Md guiw. They imm 
tinM4 of ki« fncqdifa^ wd dksrwtwd hin to the 
Im* moment «f his exiMnwe. He tbu eiHl««Ml 
*» them ere* b^ tm nurfortwiM, umI the^ iiill r»- 
tain for Mi memory that afiectiomt* TenentioB 
■w^dk rirtiM alone inipirea." * 

Rvt of Mr Gny'i letter k omtted, only be* 
amat it tonebes i» Mbject^ u to wbiok Mr ¥mA- 
tatef'a HM«m«irt mnt be coiuicWred' m* of «« 
CMraly mftcient, bU the rcxy hi^tnt aattminr. 

" M;f eonnenoo witb Robot Bnnw," wye that 
iMet rea)>eetable men,-f- " commeneed immediatel y 
alter fail aAniMiw hM dH EKi*e,aiKl oevtUnwd tft 
A» bonr ef Ua deadi.:): In aH thtx time, Ae nqper- 
JUt aaA tmem of bis behftvioor, as an officer of the re* 
tbane, mi a bmnefa of ray especi^ prorinoet aai 
it' may be aoppoMd I woald not be an inattentire 
obeerTCT of the general cmdnct of a man and a 
poet, BO celebrated by bis eonntrymen. In the for- 
mer cspai^, be was exetopbry in bis attention t 
and waa even jealoae of the least imputation on hie 
Tigilance: as aproof orwbicb,itniBynotbefereig« 
io ^ enbject to quote a part of a letter from him 
M myself, in a case of only leeamig inattention.-^ 
' I knew, sir, and regret deeply, that this Imsioeea 
Ranees with a malign aspect on my characl« aa 
■n officM ; but, as 1 am really innocent in tbe afl 
jiiir, and aa the gentleman is known to be an ilKcit 
deider, and particnlariy aa this is the nngie instance 
of the least shadow of carelessneBs or in^popriety 
in my eondnet as aa officer, 1 shal) be pecnlieriy 
nnfortnnate if my oharacter shall fall a sacrifice to 
the dark manffinrrea of a amnggler.'— lliis of itaelf 

■ Letter in lUr Petedun's preTace, pp. 9^—90. 

-t Ibid. p. B3— 98. 

$ Mr Findlnler mtched by Bums the night b«fi)K K« 
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iflw-Tlii imr thMifiir— iiniliiin nf hii ittiiiwi lu 
biuiiMM, u it oaaD«t h» anppoaid h% vonU kmrnt 
-wiittMi ia nidi« ttyio to m«) bubfreo) thsMnpalM 
-o£ a coiMcioas i«MitMle ia tbia d^iartment of bit 
iaty. IbcImc), it wu do« tiU uiMr tb« latlv «m1 
of his d&ye that there was any faHin^ off ta rtui 
-napect ; and dii waa amply aeoonat^ for ia the 
P fA i ot of disease and acewnslaling in&rDBitiah 
I wiBfoT^Mr avoir, that I nesar Bav htm, which was 
TCiiy freqaentlf wh^ be Ured at Eltieftlaiid, aad 
KMili aiara so, altDOSt every day, atVa he removed 
to EN^ioB, but in-haiBFa of bnaiiiesa be was qsile 
Uaael^ and capable of discbaifiBg tbe d»ties of hia 
office t nor waa be ew known to drink by biniselfl 
«raecn to iadnlge in the me of liqnor in a faranoMt, 
... I have seen BamB in all bis vaiioos phasae, ia 
Iiisc(MTiTia]inMnent8,inhisseberDMMk,aD(linthe 
ttaaom of his fiunily ; iadeed, 1 believe 1 Mw atoK 
of him than any other individnal had occaaion to 
aee, after he became an Excise officer, and 1 never 
beheld anything like the gross enonnitiee with 
wbicfa be is now c}iaif^ ; T^t when Bet dowB 
ia w evenii^ with a few friends whom be liked, 
be waa apt to prolong the social hour beyond the 
bounds which prudence wonld dictate, is uoquee- 
tionaUe ; bnt in his tamily, I will venlnse to say, 
be was sever seen otherwise than attentive and af- 
fectionate to a lugh degree." 

Tbeae statements are entitled to every consi- 
deration : they come from men altt^tber inca- 
pable, far any purpose, of wilfully HtBHng that 
which tbey know to b« unlrae. Vet we aro net, 
OB the otbier hand, to throw out of view altogether 
the feelings of partial friendship, irritated by ezsg- 
oerations sudi as called forth these testimonies. 
It is seaivety to be donbted that Di Currie and 



ProCsnorWal^ilook cm, MB thcypemod thefcr 
painfnl p*gM> t* oonrerae and eoimpond with 
lUfaerpenona ikui the «nMQ(M of (lie deceased poet 
— Here, tfaen, as io roost other cases of Bimilar con- 
trovemy, the fair end equitable condiision wonid 
Boeni to be, " tmth lies between." 

To whatever Biutib's eicesaes ataoonted, they 
were, it ia obvions, and that freqwnitlf, the jnbject 
of rebuke and retnoiMtrance eren from his ow* 
dearest fnends — even from men who had an sort 
of objection to potations deep- enongfa in alt coa- 
-flcieaca. That such reprinandi, giving shape and 
tana to the tbonghta that tortured his own baaoin, 
-cfaosld have been received at times with a strai^ 
.mixture of remoree aod indignation, none that hare 
considered the nervous BiiBceptibility and hanghtir 
HMB of Bnnu'a dnraeter can bear with snrprise. 
'Bat this wan only when the good advice was oiaL* 

■ A MatemeDt, of an isolated character, in ibe Qnirterlf 
Beview, (No. I.) has been iioliiKd at much length, and in reij 
(ntempetate language, liy Mr Pettrkin, in the preface from 
Khleh the abore letters of Messrs Gray and Findtaler are 
ettnctei. I nm sure diat nadiing could have been fitnhet 
from the writei's witlies than to represent any thitig toBama'a 
disadvantage i but the Teadet shall judge for himself. The 

'|ta5»ge in the critique alluded to is as follows : — " Bred a 
peasant, and pieftrrcd to the degrading sitoatSon of a com. 
mon exdsemsn, nesther the influence of the lotr-mioded 
crew around him, nor the gratiflcatlon of gelGah indutgeneq, 
Bor that contempt of futurity which has characteiiied so 
many of hia poetical brethren, ever led him to Incnr or ei). 
dure the burden of pecuniary obligation. A very intlniBt'e 
friend of tha poet, fram whom he used omarionally to bor- 
nir a imall sum for a veisk or two, once ventnnd to hint 

.that the punctuality with which the loan was atwaya replace^ 
at the appointed lime was unnecessary and unkind. The 
consequence of this hint wai, the in terruptionirf their ftienJ. 
ship for lome weeks, the bard disdaiainj the very thougbt 

.of being iridebted to a hnoaa being one foHhtng beyond 
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Ha CM Imew bMfaer tkra W'fa<Mra»-«imnf- du 
.writteM bpfuiliea «f soeh praoHB «s were.'mavt 
^kelf MUketbe li«ednm<tfadiMn>duBg'hiBm ~ 

WM k ku pleaung couaequence of ihia high ipirit, that 
Burnx wu inicceiiible la ill fViendl]> iidvice. To Hy W 
fbn litan bit erron, of to point out their cotiaequmcn, vm 
U-Mudi >»nB« tbM jinsd etBy fccUog niihki liicu lOe 
audi oow a ia ni Hii, blu (AqrcMU't, vw 

• Th* ntDd irhMi ilwttni tnrti the bmtlUt gnao, 
AmlliatcttlMftinBilukKnntolHlHTom.' , , 

*'Iti*adreBdfuI truth, that whm racked utd tettani^ 
Ifac wcU-Buanc and t"™ avpoaLulMiinM el an knvkata 
.^aid, ha itmcd up in a paroxy ini at Aoacf, aod dnviUiig 
s avord-cane which he usunll]' wore, made an attempt to 
plungt it iavt the bodj of hit adiiier — the next ioitoat tta 
vw aiith difficnltr withheld Irom luidde.*^ 

In replf M Ihia par^iaph, lUr FMerkta layl,^ **!%* 
Abnd b«M la&iMd to, H r J oba Spne, in a anil tea (tMemntt 
vow baflne oa, gixa an acconnt of thn muTderom-bxikiiig 
•tun, which w* ahall trametibe vertatintt that ihf nalun 
of thii attoBpt may be pnebclj known. ' In bi; parioi^ 
at Bjadale. ate ^^trntooa, Bnnu and I wen ray ^raciMia 
and con&daiiaL I did adiiaa him to be lempeista in aU 
tblnga. / mi^ hast tpakn damn, but I did not mean 
Ibem^ Ht ^todc loi/u:i«t>tiulja^e<tf hit fiame, and drew 
tht netrd-oine, when I exclaimed, '• Whail wilt thou thus, 
and in mj own bouie ?' The po<n fellow wai to itung with 
w n iorae, that he dashed himself down on ihe floor.'— And 
Iblt is gnveljr laid before the world al second, hand, as an 
aU<*fit by Burnt to murder a fiianil, and to commit suidda, 
frasn which 'he was with difficulty withheld 1' So much 
Am the manlier of telling a ttmj. The whole amount of it, 
b; Mi Sjme'a account, and none else can be correct, BBeraS 
to be, that being ' gracious ' one afteraaon, (pohapi a lib 
(le ' BloiiiMia ' Um, accMding to Tani a' Shanlei,) he, in hi* 
«wn boose, ikougbC fit to give Burnt a lecture on titncer- 
«Ke In all things ; in the course of which he acknowledges 
- Itutt )h ' mi^ ham fidcen iaggrri ' — sHd that Bunw, in 
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poiAtt of end) dericar^ ; nor is there anything in 
•11 his correapondence more anuaing than his re- 
ply to ft certain Mleraa lectnra of WiUiom NJcoH, 

a nmrnt of initatton, perfanpt of jntcly oSbidtd pride; 
mcrelf drnr (liB avoid (which, like erery other exdn-vBiMfi 
he wore at all times iiTafMsionally in ■ lUff,) la order, at a 
w^dkr would touch his gword, to repd indignilf- But by 
Mr i^ymc's own tetiimony, BunK onTy drm the ivora. 
frno the cane : nothing iB said of an aliempt to ttab ; bnt 
on tke ootttnuy, Mr Sytoe dedaia eipreuly lljat a inock- 
■oleron rxclamftioH, pretty chaiaaa'aticj we lutpCDt, of tha 
whole aSkir, wound up tbc cataairophe of Ibis tngical 
■eetae. Really it is a foolish piece of businos to magnify 
meb an intidoiC fnto a ' dreadful truth,' tllDanalite of the 
' IwlSDed and plibeiui ' aphit of Banu. Wb eannot help 
Ttgrettiog that Mr Syme should ungaardedly haie cmii- 
municated such an anecdote to any of fail friendi. cttfndcc- 
ing that this ebullition of momentary irritation was folloir. 
ed, as he himielf gtatea, by a friendehlp mora ardent than 
ew betwixt him and Buroi. He ihoiUd have been awart, 
thai the story, when told again and again by otfaen, woald 
be twilled and tortured iuio the scaBdaloiia farm which it 
at last atiumed in the Quarterly Reriew. The' antics of 
a'good man in the delirium of a fever, might with equal 
propriety be narrated in blank verse, as a proof that be waa 
a had man vheo in perfect health. A momeDtary gnat of 
passion, eicLted by acknowledged provocatioB, and Ibllma. 
ed by nothing but drawing or brandiabing a wcapsn aai- 
dentally in his band, and an immediate and itroiu; conTic. 
tion that even this was a great error, cannot, wiuioat the 

an attempt to commit murder and suicide. All the arti- 
Jce of language, too, is used to give a hwrible imprnaiiia 
of fiutni> The sword-cane is spoken of wllhout eiplinii. 
tion W a thing ' which he usually won,',.aa iflie had ha. 
bituAlly carried the ccDCealed Htiletlo of an assassin i- The 
rsviewer should have been much more on his guard." 

The reader may probably be uf i^inion, upon candidly 
considering and comparing the statements of the leviewar 
and lherejeTiewer;-,lst, That the facts of the caw-Mcfc 
the two ilories subslantiilly ihe aaniej 3dly, That when 
(hereiiewerspokeof Bucos'sswOTd-cane ai^veapoiiiTUch 
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nplai 

die peck o meat n 

Rob uiJ Alhn came to ptee.'* 
.'. . " O thou, wisest amoog the wiae, meridiaD Mace 
of pnideBce, full moon of discretion, and diief of 
many conmelton I bow infinitely ia thy paddle- 
headed, rattle-headed, wrong-headed, ionnd-hea(l< 
ed slave indebted to thy snpereminent goodneis, 
tbat from the looiinoiu path of thy own right-lined 
rectitude then lookest bmignly down on an erring 
trretch, of iriiom the :rig-zag wanderings defy all 
t&e powers of calculation, from the simple u^mla-' 
tioa of units, up to the hidden mysteries of flnxiMwl 
May one feeble ray of that light of wisdom whidi 
darts from thy sensorinm, straight as die arrow of 
heaven, and bright as tfae meteor of iaspirfttion, 
may it be my portion, so that I may be lees uo> 
WMifay of the face and bvow of that father of pro- 
TcriMWidntester'Df maxims, that antipode of folly, 
and magnet among tbe sages, the wise and witty 
'VVillyNicollI Amen I amen I Yea, so be It I 
. " For me ! I am a beast, a reptile, and koonr 
■MKbingl" &C. &c. &G. 

To bow many tbat have moralized over tbe life 
and death of Bums, miglit not such a 3\t quo^tu 
be addressed I 

be "vnaBi/ more," he did mean " which he wore In A(i' 
mpadtjo/fiTciiemon!" Wly, That Mr Sf me ought iKTer' 
to have tdd the itory, nor -the reviewer to have publiehei 
It,' nor the le-revleweT to have gfren it idditienil importance 
b; hii BUemnt to exi^ln into DotMng what In icKliljr 
smonnled to little. Burns wu,aeeiiidtDg to MrPeteilin'i 
■lory, "glorious" at the time when the incident oceatred ; 
and it tlwre wu no harm at all Id what he did in that mo- 
ment of unfortunate excitenienC and Irritation, what meant 
Hr Sjme'i own languid alMut "the poor fellow bdng 
nimg with TcmoTK f". &c 



XLq ■tnngoBt a^joaieBt m forsor of thoM jnhA. 
denounce the itatements of Heron, Cnrrie^ an<l 
their fellow btogrspb era, coDcemiDg the habiu of 
the poet, daring the latter yesre of bis career, as 
onlpftbly ftnd egTegionsljr exaggerated, stjU remunp. 
t* be contidered. Os the whole, Butdb gare la- 
tbfaction by his nuumer of executing the duties of 
his Btatiou in the revenue lervice j he, moreover, 
w Mt Gray tella ns, (and upon this ground Mr. 
Gray could not possibly be mistaken,) took a lireljr 
interest in the education of his childreui asd a|>eDt 
iDoi« hours in their private tuition than &thers whoi 
bare more leisure than his excisemanafaip left him,, 
tfa dim in the autom of so bestowing;* «iu^ 

* "Hewu 3 kind lud sttentirc fatlwr, and tool gnat dea 
lioht in ipendinD his cTeningi in iha cultlirBtlini of tbft 
mndi of fal* ehlldm. Tbclr cdncsdoa mu the ■*iBddi> 
iHtot his Uft, sad ba did not, like bum peicnti, think It 
enffidcDt to wod limta to public •cbooh i he *u thaiE 
printi inatructoc, end tveu at tlial eaily tge, beetowed. 
grtst paina id tninlnD their mladi lo habits of thoagbt 
ud nfleetiOD, and In kKjriiig them pun from e'tT; finrm 
of vtee. Thb be eanddercd as ■ ucred dulv, and acrot 
ta tha.pnodef h^ latt iUntia, lelaxed in hie diltgente* 
With hii eUeat wn, a boj of Dot mare than nine je«s. 
c^ age, he had read maDV of the hvouiite poeta, and 
Bome <if the beat biitoiiani m out language t and what Is 
nisn nuurkaldc, gave him eoaaldetable aid in tbeetndrsf 
hMht. This bc^ attended the Grammar Scbool «r Dtuau 
fnea,aiidMiK)atliaeiedmjuatiee by the strength of his ta> 
lenij and Ibe ardour of Us ambitlMii Before ne had beof 
ayearBtadMM^I tbongbtitii^t uadvana'^' 
and be began to read Caaai, and gave me O 
ibataalbSTofeneklMaatrasImDreasiuipriwdni. 
lofaii;, I found thai hli faihei made him tatn OTei, his 
dktbmaiy, till he was able to Iranalate lo him the pastags 
in aucb a way that he could galhec [be autbnr'e meaning, 
■nd that It «aa to him he mnd that pidlatacd aad iaid& 
Engliih with which I waa so gieatl; atruek. I bare meii> 
ttomd thla iDcidant mficlf to ihow what mlanla attuitiifi 
he paid to this Imptnlant branch of psrental iutj*^!^. 



BOBKBT BCItMS. 949 

Ikttfy, altlwngb he to atl men's regret derated, 
after iiiB removat to Damfiiea^bLre, no more thaxy 
one poetical piece at cotyoidetMo length, ( Tarn o' 
Shanter,') his epistolary coirespondence, and bia 
sODgs cobtFJbiited to Johnson's Masenm, and to 
the great collection of Mr Geoi^ Thoniaon, fnmisti 
undeniable proof that, in whatever fits of diasipa* 
fioQ ha nnbi^tly indulged, he never eonld poisi- 
bly have sunk into anything like that habituftf 
grossoess of manners and sottish degradation df 
mind, which the writers in question have not hesi- 
tated to hold Dp to the deepest commiseratioa, if 
not more than tnis, of mankind. 

Of his letters written at Elliesland and Dnmfiies, 
nearly three octavo volomea hare been alntady 
I»inted by Cnirie and Cromek ; and it wonld be 
easy to swell the collection to doable this extent. 
EnoDgfa, however, has been pnUibbed to enabts 
erery reader to judge for himself of the character 
of Bnms's style of epistolary coraDosi^on, The 
aeverest ciitiasm bestowed om it nas been, that, 
it is too elaborate— that, however natnral die fleet* 
ings, the expression is frequently more stndicd and 
artificial than belonge to that epeciesof composi- 
tion. Be this remark altogether jnet in point of 
tMte, or otherwise, the fact on which it is fowidedti 
ftimishee strength to cmr present position. 1^ 
poet produced in these yean a great body of ela- 
bbrate proee-writing. 

We have already had oc«»sion to notice some of 
bit coMribntions to Jcdinson'a Mneenm. He coo- 
tinned to tbe last month of his life, to take a Kvelj 
intereat in that work ; and besides writing for it 
aw— doBemofrntceUentwiynalsopgathisdiligenca 

ter from the Bevereni Jama Graj/ v> Mr GU^H Burti. 
6ec hiB Edi^oi^ vol. I. Aj^endlx, NikV. 
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in (^(dlectio^ 'ancient pieciea hitberto vnpQMubedr 
^k1 Us ta8t% and ikill in eking oat nugtnentsi 
Wete lately, and most happily exerted, all aioug, 
for its benefit. Mr Cromelc saw among Jolm- 
Son'e papets, no fewer than 184 of thti' pieces 
which euter into the ct^ection, in Burna's hand- 
writing.* 

' His connexion witb the more important work of 
Mr Thomson commenced in September 1792 ; and 
Mr Gray jnatly says, that wboerer considers his 
correepondence with the editor, and the collection 
itseK, must be sstisfied, that from that time till the 
commencement of his last illness, not many days- 
eter passed orer his head without the prodnction 
of some new stanaas for its pages. Besides old 
materials, for the most p«rt embellished wilJi laes, 
if Hot verses of his own, and a whole body of hints, 
sn^estions, and critdcianiB, Boms gave Mr Thom- 
son aboDt sixty original fiongs. It is, however, 
but justice to poor Heron to add, that compara- 
tively few of this number bad been made pabtic at 
the time when he drew op that rash and sweeping 
statement^ which Dr Cunie adhered to in some 
particolars without sufficient in^idry. 

T^ songs in this coIlectitHi are by many emi- 
nent critics placed decidedly at the head of all oar 
poet's parfoTmancea: it is by none disputed tJwt 
very many of them are worthy of his most felici- 
tous inspiration. He bestowed mnch more care 
on tiiem than on bis contributions to the Mu- 
senm ; and the taste and feeling of the editor se- 
cured the work gainst any intrusions of that over- 
warm element which was too apt to mingle in bis 
amatory efiusions. Bnma knew that be WW now 

■ Beliquea,p. IBS, .Gnoi^k' 
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enAfivd Of* f work destined Tor ibe ey« iiji4 ear of 
refiaetoent; lie laboured tbionghout, under tlie sfti- 
latary, feeling, " virginibiu pneriique cuito;" and 
die GongequenceB have been happy indeed for his 
own. fsKie — for the literary taate, and the sationnl 
music, of Scotland; and, what is of litr higher im- 
portance, the moral and national feelings of his 
conntrynien. 

. In almost all these productions — certainly in all 
that deserve to be placed in the first rank of his 
compoeitioDB — Bums made use of his native dia- 
l^ct. He did so, too, in opposition to the advice 
of almost all the lettered correspondents he had — ■ 
mote especially of Dr Moore, who, in his own no- 
vels, never ventured on more than a few casual spe- 
cinieDS of Scottish colloquy — following therein t|]« 
example of his illustrious predecessor Smollett i, and 
notforeseeingthBtatrinmphorerEnglishprejndice, 
which Smollettmight have achieved, had he pleased 
to make the effort, was destined to be the prize of 
Bums's perseverance in obeying the dictates .of na- 
tive tast« and jodgment. Our poet ceceived such 
an^iestions, for the most part, in silence-r— nctf 
cboosiog to argue with others on a matter wl^ch 
omcemed only his own feelings; but in writing to 
Mr Thomson, he bad no occasion either to conceal 
or disguise his sentiments. " These English songs," 
says he, " gravel me to death. I have not that com- 
mand of the language that I have of my native 
tongue j"* and again, " so much for namby-pam- 
by. I may, after all, try my hand at it in scots 
verse. There I am always most at home."-|-— 
He, besides, would have considered it as a sort of 
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luttonal crima to do anytbing that moat tead to 
diTorc« tbe mnsfc of bis natit« land from her pe- 
AnliBT idiom. The " genina loci" waa never wor- 
shipped more femntly than by Bonis. " I am 
Htich an enthnaiaat," says boi " that In'ihe course 
of my several peregrinations through Scotland, I 
maile a pilgrimage to the individual spot fW>ia 
which every song took its rise, Lochaher and tho 
Braea of BaUenden excepted. So far u the lo- 
cality, either from the title of the air or the teoor of 
the sons, could be ascertained, I hare paid my de- 
rotions at the particular shrine of every Scottish 
Muse." With sach feelings, be was not likely to 
tonch with an irreverent hand the old fthnc of ma 
national song, or to meditate a lyrical ravoluticm 
for the pleasure of strangers. " There is," says he,* 
" a naivet6,a pastoral simplicityin a slight intermix- 
Mre of Scots words and phraseology, which is man 
in nuisoD (at least to my taste, and I will add, to 
every genuine Caledonian tastej with the simple 
pathos or rustic sprightliness of our native mnsif^ 
than any English verses whatever. One hint more 
Tet me give you.— -Whatever Mr Pleyfil does, let 
him not alter one icta of the original airs; I mean in 
the song department ; but let our Scottish nstitmal 
musicpreserve its native features. Theyare, I owa, 
frequently wild and iiredocible to the m<H« modem 
■rules ; bnt on that very eccentricity, peiiiaps, de* 
pends a great part of their effect." -f- 

* ComapoadMice with Mr ntomnD, p. 3& 
t It mar smnie di* icada Id heu. dia ia "pita •( 41 
Bams'ssuEBnsiDiliaaM of Us DUhc dialect, itm as <Mk 
naitlf ^iritcd bookitUei to whom dw mtnuKdpt of Wtf 
vctUt wm submitted, bealtMed lot some time akout pnb- 
llihiag It, Mt accoimt of the Scots dialogne mterwoTen in 
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' Of the deligLlfwith which Burns liiboiired for 
Mr Thomsou's Collectioa, hia letters contain Bome 
\Weiy descriptions. " You cannot imagine," saya 
lie, 7tb April, 1793, " bow much this btuiness Las 
»d<Ied to my enjoyments. What with my early 
Bttachment to ballads, your b«ok and ballad-nia* 
king; are now ns completely my hobbyhorse as ever 
fortification was Unncle Tobv's ; so' I'll e'en CB»- 
ter it away till I come to the limit of my race, 
(God grant I may take the right side of the win- 
ning-post,) and then, chee'rfully loobing back on 
She honest folks fBilk whom I have been happy, I 
ebali Bay or sing, ' Sse nurry as we a' bae been,* 
and raising my last looks to the whole human race, 
the last words of the voice of Coila sltaU \m ' Good 
night, and joy be wi' you a'." • 

" Until I am commete master of a tune in vay 
own singing, such as it is, I can never," says Burns, 
-'< compose for it. My way is this. I consider the 
poetic sentiment correspondent to my idea of th6 
musical espression, — then cbooee my theme, — com- 
pose one stanza. When that is composed, wbicli 
18 generally the most difficult pait of the bnsinesa, 
I walk out, — sit down now and ^en, — look out 
for objects in Nature Eonnd me that are in unison 
or harmony with the cogitations of my fancy, and 
workings of my bosom, — humming every now and 
then the air, with the verses I have framed. Wheo 
Ifeelmymme beginning to JBde,Ireure to the so' 
litary fireside of my study, and there commit my et- 
fomons to paper ; swinging at intcrvab on the hind 
Icf^ of my elbow-chair, by way of calling forth my 
otim critical strictnresifu my pen goes. Seriomly, 
this, at home, is alinost invariably my way^r- What 
cursed egotism !"-(■ 

* CoTTOpmtd.-nEe utib Blr Thomson, fi. fi?' 
+ lliid. p. 110. 
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' la Ah MmtpoadcDee wltli Mr Tinmsn, and 
in Oomek'* kter fnblicatiMt, tin reader wit] fod 
* vrarld «f intereatiog d«tai)« aboat tba partiealar 
circnmBtaacea under vbtch these imniortal mh:^ 
were aeTerally written. They are M, or a)ncat 
ill, in fact, put aad parcel of die poet's pencRiai 
bistdiT'. No maa erer made bia nnue nore con- 
pietel^ the companion of his own individaal Hfci 
A new flood of li^ht has joet been pooiwd on tba 
eame aubjtwt, in Mr Allan Cunningbaia'B " Col^ 
lection of Scottish Songs ;" udIms, tberefiH«, I wee* 
to tmnecribe TohuDea, aad all popular volancs toe^ 
it is imposMbte to go into the details af this part 
of the poet's histiny. The reader must be etm^ 
•rated with a few genera) memoranda ;'e. g. 

" Do you think that the sober ghuborae raa. 
tine«f est»tence conld inspire a man wit^ life, asd 
love and joy — conld fire bim widi entlinsUen, or 
nel> him with pathos eqaat to the genias of yeitt 
bonh 7 No, no. Whenever I want to be more tiMi 
ordinery in tong — to be in some degree equal ta 
your divine airs-^-do yon imagine I hst and praf 
for the celestial emanation 7 Tom «it eontrairm, I 
have a glorioui recipe, the very one that for bis 
ixwn ase wu invented by the Divinity of beali^ 
and poetry, when erat he piped to the flocks at 



" I can aasore you I was never more in « 
—Conjugal lore is a passion tvhich I deeply feel, 
aad highly venerate ; but, aomebow, it does not 
Wlie such a figure in poesy as that othra- apeeieB 
of the passion, 

" Wbne lave is liberty, snd ualaie Ia«." 



* esns^SMrinwtfwftb Ur ThDDMMi, p 174. 
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KmaiaBy ipealditg-, ike fiiM m «a RwtraraeM, of 
iriiich the gamiit ia wsnty aa«I confined, bat the 
tones inexpressibly sweet; while the Uat baapowen 
eqniJ to all the iDtellectoai modulations of ^e hn- 
■KM tooL Still I sin a Tery poet in my entlHni- 
BBm of the passion. The weilwe and happineas of 
tke briovod object is (he first and inviolate te^i- 
Mcat tkat pcvradea my sodI ; and — whatem' plea^ 
•■res I «igtit wish for, or whaterv raptures tbay 
might pwB me — yet, if they intNfere with that 
first priodple, it is having these plewmrea at a 
^heeest price ; and jostice forhicb, asd gsneroi- 

•ity disdains the pnrt^ase." * 80 says Bnru 

in introdncitt^ to Mr Thomson's notice one of hia 
many songs in celebration of the Louie tot' tie 
Uxt-whita loeki. *^ The beauty of Chloria," says, 
MrertbelesB, Allan Cnnniogham, " has addsd 
MaajdiarvM to Scotch song; hat that wbick 
Ina iDcraaacd the repntalion of the poet, baa la» 
Mned that of the man. Chloris waa oaa of tlioaa 
who believe in the d>apea«i^ powcrof beantyi and 
tbov^t that love ab<mld be nnder no darnnre rfr- 
«tntittt. BnnM Mmetimaa tboag^in the sameiHif 
Ums^; and it is aot wonderiiit theiefwe, that 
die poet ehonid celebrate the duums of a libcMl 
beanty who was willing to rewanl bis stcaioa, and 
' o gaie him many opportnnitie* of catching in* 
ratioa from her prewnce." And in a note on tha 



" Let othcn lore tlKcltrjind'gsadjahflw&t aumniet nixni. 
Sic me Ac IddcIj nllej, the dtajr eve, and risiog moon, 
Eur bsuDing ud "— ii^'-g her lilvs light ths boughi 

■muia;i 
WU1» falling rMalUng. the unonm* Ibnigh coadudm her 

MDgi 

* OttspMidenM viih Mr TheoMtBi p> Iin> 



Apd h«*i m; vevBo' tiuih and lov«, a&d taj than le'e« 



'nibsaineconimentatorftdds — " Such ietbegto wing 
jHctnre wbich the poet gives of youth, uid hedttb, 
and Tolnptuooa beauty ; but let no laJy envy the 
poetiCBl elevation of poor Chloris ; hw- si' 
poetry is splendid — her situation in life i 
jnVf — perhaps our charity." 

Of all Bams's love songs, the beat, ii 
opinitiD, was that wbiuh begins, 



Mr dmningham saya, " if the poet Uiinight so^ 
i' am Borry fftr it " while the Reverend Hamilton 
Paiil fully concurs in the author's own estimate 
of the peiformance. " I believe, however," says 
Cunningham, " Amm wi* tAe gowden lodu was no 
itnaginitry person. Like the dame in the old son^ 
She brewed gude ale for gatdemen ; and while ahe 
B«rved the bard with a pint of wine, allowed her 
cnstomer leianro to admire her, ' as hostler wives 
should dok' " 

There is in the same GoHection a love song, which 
unites the eufirages, and ever will do so, of aH 
men. It has tiimi^bed Byron vrith a molto, and 
Scoti has said that that motto is " worth a tbon- 
sand romances." , . 

■< Had we never loved iteMndlf, 
Had ire nevet loved sac bliadl;. 
Never met, — or never psTted, 
We had ne'er been broken Jiearied." 

J^ " Nm(^ of this moving strain waii', acconling 
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to Cmu^Dghuiii sBotlMr fak md aaiuwbvt bti 
dame of I>ainfHe»4hire. * 

I eary no (me the tcuk of inqnirmg ntmrtelf ia 
bow fn tbesa traditioiM, for mch nnqaoMionably 
they are, and faithfully conveyed by AUa^ Cuf^ 
nioghani, rest on the foundation of trnth. They 
refer at woret to occasiooal errors. " Many ma.- 
nnatlons, ' aaya Mr Gray, " have been made againat 
the poet's cluracter bb a bnsbaad, hut witbont tbfl 
slighteHt proof; and I might pass from the cLaige 
with that select wUch it merits ; bot i an happy 
to say that I have in eicolpation the direct evi- 
dence of Mrs Boms herself, who, wmoag many 
amiable and respet^ble quUties, raola a venera- 
tios tor the memory of faer departed husband, 
whom she never namei but in terms of the pr^ 
fonndeet respect and the deepest regrH, to lament 
bis mUFortnnes, or to extol his kindnesses to b«n- 
■elf, not as the momentary overfluwinge of the beart 
In a season of penitence for offencea veiteroiuly 
foi^ven, but an habitnal tendemeaa, which ended 
only with his life. I place this evidence, which 1 
am proud to bring forward on her own authority, 
against a tboosand auonymoos cstnioDies." f 

Among the efiiuioiu, not amatory, which Boma 
contribnted to Mr llioinson's Collection, the fa- . 
mouB song of Baanockbarn holds the first place. 
We have already seen in how lively a. manner 
BuTBs'a feelmga were kindled when he visited that 
gloriooa field. According to tradition, the tone 
played when Bmce led his troops to the charge, • 
was " Hey tnttie t«t^ ;" and it was humming this 
<dd air as Be rode by himself thnragh Gteuken in 
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Galloway, during a terrific atom of w!hd and raiiiv 
that the poet composed his immortal lyric in tl« 
first and noblest ftnm. * - Thia is one more inataDce 
oFhifl delight in ^stemw aspects «f nature. 



" There ia hu^ly," says he in one of hh lettersi 
'' there ia scarcely any earthly object gives ms 
RMre — I do not know if I shonM call it pleaMre 
«^t somethi^ which ezalta ma, aomedtiagwliieli 
ennfttores bw— than to walk in the sheltered si4» 
of, .a we«d in a cbuidy wintar dayrSad kear th» 
sti(niy> wind kavling ano«g Ae treae, aad ntvjng 
over the )dain. It ia my bMt aeasMi for darotioB; 
iny mind is wrapt np in a kind of entbnsiasm ta 
Him, who, in the pompous langw^of tbe Hebrew 
Bsid, ' walks on the wings of the wind.'" When 
fionia entered m draWliod circle t>f stones oa a 
tiKHry in«<H', be has already told as that his firlt 
movemeM was " to say tus inayem." Hia best 
poe^ was to tibe iMt produced amidst scenes «{ 
^qlewn desolation.. 

*^ The iMt Hm of «adi Mania vu nbwqutndy knetbescd 
, aad wnkawd, in wiIct to rail the tune of Lewie Gordo, 

vbtdi Mr Ttuiinsoii preferred to Hey tuuie tattie. I iiiajr. 
' add, hcweTer, nliat is veil knovn to all loven of Burns, 
utacf BcottJah Music, that atfnost immedfatelf afker having 
pierailed on Ibe poet to make this dtentlon, Mr Thanh. 
■on.wo his enor, toil discarded both the ehui|to*iid tb« 
. air wbicli it «a* made (o Bui^ The original sir, and, tb^ 
.orFgioal words, ate noir united for ever* 
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CHAPTER IX. 



Wk ve drawh^ near tbe dote of ikm gKErt > 
poM^ DMTta) cweer ; and I voold fain hope ttie de^ 
tM&a of riw lB*t ob^rtei infty bare pKpared lh« lm< 
BMDe reader to cODtemplate it with «eirtimeflW-oF 
smow, pare eomparatiTely, and uidebaBed with' 
any caoaideraUe intsnuztore-af lesagnnial leei^' 

OPor aome yens before Botdb w» lost to jiU> 
oonntry, it isasffitMuelyplaintfaat-halNul beenjMii 
poliiaeal grotuuli, an objact^f «iupioioD and dia^^ 
tntst to a. large portion of the p^^vWiMi that hut'' 
mMtoppoKiiiiityofobservii^him. Tbo mean eob^' 
aheraa of party bad, it h very eiey to anppoae, do^' 
lighted ID decrying bitn od pretext*, good, bad^Wid' 
indifferent, equally'— -to their niperiMB ; and hencet 
who will not willingly beliera H ? the tempomry 
Mid -IomI preralence of dHNo-extiavag^tly injn-'' 
riona reports, the esBODCo of which Dr Cnnie, no ' 
donbt, thought U his dnty, as a biograpiber, to ex- 
trsot aad vnic\itA6, 

The vatiniely death ef one whs, -hod he Ijred 
to anythhie hke tbe nansl tenn of htman exist* ' 
eacet might bare done eo macb to increase hia ' 
fame as a poet, and to potify and dignify bis <^ifi- : 
racter aa a man, waa, it ia too probable, baatened : 
by his own intempoancee and impmdencea ; bnt' 
it seoma to be extremely impK^wble, that, even if • 
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■D mil reelects, the iiritsUe andnernvB bodilvcaB. 
■titatioD which he inherited from bii fuher, sliakea 
as it was by the toils and miseries ef his ill-etttred 
yonth, could hare snsUuned, to anything like the 
psalmist's " sllotled span," the extuMtb^ excite- 
ments of an iDtemely poetical tcmperunmt. Sise* 
Ae fost pi^^ of this narrative were sent to the 
naets, I haTe heard from an old acquaintance of the 
Wd> wbo oftea shared bis bed whh him at Masa- 
1^ tlMt eren «t that eaHy peried, wke» intsaf 
penuK« aaswedly had had nothia^ to <lo whh tba 



MiSbcatioa" ^ which Gilbest apeakav were so ••> 
gnlarly his noctunal visttant^ that it waa his caa> 
tan to have a great t^ of cold water by hia bed- 
aide, into whidi be nsnaHy plnified more thaa 
OBCO in tbaicowne of the ni^t, Aanby procnnB^ 
taataat, tiisiof^ bat irinttliTied relief. On a franaa 
•baa anginalty ciioilrtiet«d, and Unu early triad 
witb meet aovare afflictiana, axtemal and in t ernal^ 
what maai not hai« beeni ^ider ^y aafaac^aMl 
ewwa c ctf drctumtancea, tin e&et of that eaqot 
MM eMMMKty of mind, but for which the worid 
MmM aem ban heard anyAin* mthtr of ^ t^a, 
er the aorrowa, or the poeUy of Bums t 

" The futti and cbaractera of the tfiyming triba," 
ibm writea the poet bimself to Miia Cbakaan m 
1793, « often employ ay tbonghts when I a« dia- 
pased to be melaiiclioly. Tbwe is net, aaMagf all 
the msrtyrologiee that ererwov penned, aa mefiri 
a narrative as tbe lires of the poeta.— la iba oa^ 
paiativs view of wictefoea, tbe criteria a not wJMt 
they are dooaaed to n&r, bat haw ihey ■». iaaa a - 
adwbaar. Tafc* a hMg of wi Iv^ gtwMM a 
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by, which between ibem mil «rer eiigM)dw» 
noK IU^«venldde set of poBHicms, than' ai«' A» 
vaual lot of dibb ; implant in him aa invnstibl* 
impiiUe to Bome idle Tsgary, eoob kb) arnti^iii^' 
wild flowers in fuiUutical nosegays, tracing thi^ 
gMsaboppec to his haant by his chirping toagi 
watehing the friaks of the bttte miniiows in iSli 
MUiay pool,' or hunting after the intrigues of- bDti> 
tnffiee — in abort, Bead him adrtft after setae pviv 
anit whkh sball etemidly mialead htm from ih* 
fMbs of lucre, and yet curse bim with a kvencr 
nriiah than any man living fm the pleassras ifaat 
lacr»ca» poidiase ; lastly, fill np ^ measure of 
Ua woes by bestowing on biro a spiKningaenaB of 
Us own dignity, and yon hare created a ^nf^ 
nearly as miaeiabl^ aa & poet." In these few Bbett 
arateacea, aa it appears to me, Boras bas tncetl 
bis own character far better dan any ose else 1ms 
done it uoce. — But with this lot whM pl o M M ' M 
were not ' mingled ? — " To yon, madam," be pn^ 
aa edo, " I need not Teoomt the fairy pleaaues-tlw 
■ « I B bestows !<> COTniterbahuice thi» cataloguff- af 
avila, Bewit«Aing poetry is like bewitching WBMan; 
■he has in allag«s been accuaed of mjaleadi^y uwi ai 
bind from tbe connsels of wisdom and de palbu 
of prudence, ioTolring tbem in difficaltiea, baitiag 
them with poverty, braading them with iziianiy, 
and plaHgiag thepi in tbe whirling rmt^ of raiVt 
jp>t, where is the man bnt mset own that all onr hap- 
jMDBaa^B earth is not worthy the i)am»— dRi-MMI 
the.btriy hermit's aoUtary pco^>ect ^ panxlisiMiid 
UiM is bnt the glitter of a tuttthera aitn, naiaK 
.«»«r a froaen rt^jien, coMipaf«d -wiib tbe-vaBf 
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tamrer his ownqiuitHm. "U^iaw, man cndoved 
vMi »oi>e lively soiiibility, man «iitfaiwiMin >nd 
taBdenwW) who hm • grekter luwvledge of hniawn 



MpfMMd to be GODUBou UMOg nwnkiiid ; « mm 
^MMd widi bu own pMUMu and vt^iticmi, and 
1^ T^vioea BMrs than other meii io the spirit oC 
life that ia in hiiH ; delightiag tojxiBtenipUte HtQ^ 
1h Tolitiou and pasaioaa te tuuufaUed in the giK 
JugTi w of tiia aniTOrae, and haUtsaUy impelled t* 
«eate them wbare he does not find them. To 
these ^aalilies he hai added a diqioaitioB to be af- 
fected More Ann other mm, by riiasnt ddnga, aa 
If they were praMat ; an ahdityiof conjanag ap.tK 
hiawslf pawoM wbKh an fer iiid«ed from being 
the aame as those pradaced by real ersBt^ y«l 
(aspadally in tbsw paita of the meial qnpatl^ 
wfcieh are pleawng aaddelightfiuj da mtm aaariy 
MMwUe toe psHiooa |»odiiGea by real eratfa 
thaa aaythiug iriiich, Cnim the motions of their 
«wn rads »sMdy, othcf mm an aeeaatonwd t» 
feel in thewseWes." * So aaysoae of the iwb 
bwBgi wha hare been able to siutain sad enjoy, 
throiigh a lang ttttn of hnmsB ysan, the teat um 
wear of Nanbilities dMU qnieluaed wd nfiaad be* 
yaitd arhat felU to the lot of the ordinaiy bratlKn 
irflhtirra c ei feeha g nuws th«n others caodraaoi 
of feeling the io)« wd the sanym that coBf«> >» 
then-asmdinaiwis^aiidmiagap all those blajnjcs 
wUch so largdy iutefmpt the a^tatioos of eooi- 
mon bosoms— irith the almost equally agitating 
tympathiee of as imaginati<m to which repoaa 
>Towd .be dnth. It is common to say of those 
who orer-indidge tbemaelTss ia matenal stiMS* 
lanbh Utat they. /tt» >j(; what moder that the 
* Frttmt to the ttconA cdltlm of Wotdtvonh'i FotUT 
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^ueer' of' fiie poet's tbidc-comraip fiuMi« sbooldi 
in the imraense aummty of csaee, be mpid too? 
' Tint Burns lived^ut,m both setuei of the phnua, 
we have abundant endence fronk hitoself ; and that 
the more earlhlf motion was aomeiriuit ■icce1arate<t 
aa it q>preacbed the close, we m&y believe, withr 
ont fining it at all neceBSaiy to minele anger witk 
cmr sorrow. " Even in his earliest poemB," as Mr 
WordswcHlh rays, in a beautiful passage of Ma 
letter to Mr Gray, " thrtmgfa the T«il of asanmAd 
habits and pretended qoalitiea, enough of the retH 
man appears to show that he was conscionB of auft- 
ficient cause to dread his own passions, and to be- 
wwl bi^ errors I We hare rejected aa false some- 
Itmes in the letter, and of necaauty as ftls£ in the 
^irit, muiy of the testimenieB that others hmn 
brane agiuDst him ; — hot, by bis ofni bandr—Ja 
words the import of which cannot be mistakan-v 
it has been recorded that the ordw of Us life twt 
-^atly corresponded with the cleameM of Ua 
riews. It i> [Mobabla that he woold hare proved 
A stiQ grcster poet if, by atrength of rcuon, he 
could lutvB controlled dbe prt^a^ea which Ua 
fleBsiUUty engendered ; b«t he would hare been a 
poet of a diiiMeiit class i aad certain it ia, hod thit 
desirahle restraint been early established, nuu^ 
peculiar beauties iriuch enrich his Tenes could 
verer have existed, md many aco o a sar y. iofliiftaccs, 
wludi conbtibnte gready to ^«r effect, would hame 
bMn.wintmg. Foruutaitce,theinonMBtavatmitit 
•f tlie passage— 

'' One point moit «in be gieadj duA," Ac • 



tonlif not 'poaaiUf bare been coiaeyeA with audi 
pstbetic ftstce by any poet that ever liTcd, BpeBk>- 
mg in hie own voice ; unlesH it were felt that, tike 
-Barns, he was a man who preached from the text 
of hia own errors ; and whose wiadom, beautiful aa 
a flower that might have risen'' from seed sown 
from above, was in fact a scion from the root of 
-personal suffering. Whom did the poet intend 
ahould be thought of aa occapying that grare aver 
'which, after modestly setting forth the moral dia^ 
cemroent and warm affections of its ■ poor inhai' 
bitant,' it is supposed to be inscribed that 



'Who but himself, — himself anticipating the toA 
probable termination of his own conraeF Here is 
B sincere and solemn arowal — a public declaration 
from his own will — a confession at <hicc devont; 
poetical, and hnman_a history in the shape of m 
prophecy I What more was required of tb« bi<^ 
gTBpher than to put hii seal to the writing, testi- 
fying that the foreboding had been realized, and 
v»t dte record was authentic P" 
' In how far die " thooghtless follies" of the poet 
did actually hasten his end, it is needless to con- 
jecture. They had their share, DnqaeBtionahly, 
along with other inflnences which it would be in- 
human to characterise as mere follies — anch, fur 
example, as that general depression of spirits, which 
haunted him from his youth, and, in all likelihood^ 
sat more hearily on soch a being as Bums than a 



intmuit still be gTMtl; dark, ' 
mofjng why they do Iti ' ^ 

bC u lamelj cao je niBrk, 
Tu pnlliips they rue it." 
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mil of plaiti commoti tense migbt goess,— or even 
a casual expreaaioB of discoitrarai^ teadencf Iroia 
the persona on wboae good-will ^I bopes of sub* 
■tantial advancement in the scale of worldly pro- 
motion depended, — or thst^rfia^ exclusion from 
Ae epeciea of society our poet liad been accii»> 
tamed to adorn and delight, which, from how- 
erw inadequate causes, certainly did occur danD(( 
Knne of the latter years of his fife — All such sor- 
rows as these must hare acted with twofold harm* 
fltlness upon Bums ; hontssmg, in Uie first placix 
one of the most sensitive minds that ever filled s 
hnman bosom, and, alas I by consequence, tempt- 
ing to addi^onal excesses;— impelling one wb^ 
mder other ctrcumstances, might have sought ana 
found far other consolation, to seek too oftenfoi it' 

" In fleetbg mlrtb, list o'er the boltle IlTei, 

In ihe Wee joy its inspiration gives. 

And in uMcUtes pleased to find a friend 

Widl (even to lead them, gladdm, and ddW, ' 

In all tbow Bcenea where liausieu eaae b Anind 

Foi minds Kbom sins oppceas, and aortowt wtMsd."^ 

The same philosophical poet tells us, that 

" — Wine is like angei, for it makca na strong i 

Blind and impatient, ind it leads ua wrong ; 

The strength is quickly lost, ve feel the enor lon^" 

Bat a short period was destined for the sorrows 
tloA the errors equally of Bums. 

How he struggled agunst the tide oF his misery, 
'let the following letter speak — it was written Fe- 
bruary 25, 1794, and addressed to Mr Alexander 
Cnnningham, an eccentric being, butgenerons and 



fUtWol in bia frleitd^ip to Bonu, in'd,* iriuaa 
Bttrna wb6 no more, to his family. 
. " Canst thou miniater," saya the poet, " to 'ft 
mind diseased 7 Canst thou speak pears and reM 
to a Ronl to«t on a sea of troubles, withont one 
fiiendly star to gaide her course, and dreading that 
tile next surge may overwhelm her 7 Canst that 
give to a frame, tremhlingly alive as the tortures 
of suspense, the stability and hardihood of the rock 
that braveN the blast ? If then canst not do t^e least 
of these, why would'st thou disturb me is my mtac 
ries, i*ith tliy inquiries after me 7 

" For these two months I have not been ^leto 
Uft a pen. My constitntion and frame were ofi 
or'tgiw, blasted with a deep incurable taist of by. 
pochondria, which poisons my existence. Of lata 
ft number of domestic vexations, and aome jtecont' 
Biy shara in the nrin of these *••*• times — Ibssea 
which, though trifiing, were yet what I could iU 
bear, 'have so irritated me, that my feelings at 
times could only be envied by a reprobate spirit 
jistening to the sentence that dooms it to perditiim. 

" Are you deep in the language of consolatioD ? 
I have exhausted in reflection every topic of com- 
fort, A heart at ease would have been charmed 
with my sentiments and reasonings ; bnt as to my- 
self, I was like Judas Iscariot preaching the go^ 
pel ; he might melt snd*monld the hearts' of -tboKe 
around bim, but his own kept its native incorrigk 
bllity.— Still there ere two great pillars that bear 
«s up, amid the wreck of misfortune and misery. 
Hie ONE is composed of the di^rent modificatiou 
•f' a certain noble, stubborn something in-Man, 
known by the names of courage, fortitude, magna> 
oltuily. Tmvothbh is made up of-thosefeohi^ 
and' settlimentn, which, however the amptic 'may 
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debyi ot the eBtknuiast dis^oM them, are yet 
I am coavinced, onnnsl and compoueBt para 
9f the huaum sonl j those tetut» of Ute mind, it I 
may be allowed, the expreasioQ, which connect ua 
with, and link ua to those awful obscure realitiea 
—en Ul powerfal and equally beneficent God — • 
and a world to come, beyond deetb and the grave. 
The first giree the nerre of combat, while a ray 
of hope beams on the field ;'^— the last ponre the 
balm of comfort into the wounds which time cut 
never care. 

" I do not remember, mydear Cunningham, that 
yOn and I ever talked on the subject of religion at 
ail, I know some who laugh at it, as the trick of 
^e crafty few, to lead the nndisceming many; 
or at moat as an uncerl^n obecurity, which man- 
kiad can never know anything of, and with which 
they are fools if tbey give themselves mnchto do. 
Nor wonld I qusirel with a man for his irreligion, 
any more than I would for his want of a musical 
ear. I would regret that he wae shot ont from 
what, to me and to others, were snch superlative 
BDurcea of enjoymeDt. It is in this point of view, 
and for tbia reason, that I will deeply imboe the 
mind of every child of mine with religion. If my > 
eon should happen to be a man of feeling, sentj- 
meot, and laste, I shall thus add largely to his en- 
joymenta. Let me flatter myself that this sweet 
ultle fellow who is just now. mnning about my 
deek, will be a maa of a melting, ardent, glowing 
beert; and an im^;ination, delighted with the paint- 
er, and rapt with the poet. Let me figure hnn. 
wiDderiiig ont in a eweet evening, to inhale the 
balmy galea, and enjoy the growing luxuriance of 
tiwamns ; Umself the while in the blooming youth 
vf -life. He looks abroad on all nature, and uirongh 



natnro up to natnre's God. Ifla wm], by ivift, 
del^tited deKree», ii iHpt tbovo thU anblnutrf 
flpbere, until he can be silent no longer, and boTBta 
oat into the glorioos enthnsisam of Thomson, 

' Theu, u thej change, Almighty Father, iheM 
An but the varied Oodl — The roiling jen 
ItfuUofilue;' 

and HO on, in all the spirit and ardonr of thai 
charming hynuL — Tfaeae are no ideal pleaanrea ; 
they are real delights ; and I ask what of the d»> 
hghta among the sons of men are superior, not to 
tay, eqnal t« them p And they bare dus predons, 
tast addition, that conscioiis virtne stamps them 
for her own; and lays hold on them to brbg 
herself into the presence of a witnessing, judging, 
and approving God." 

Iliey who nave been told that Buma was evex 
a degraded being — who have permitted themaelTea 
to believe that Eis only consolations were those of 
" the opiate guilt applies to grief," will do well to 
pause oxer this noble letter and indge for them- 
selves. The enemy under which ne was destined 
to sijakf had already beaten in the ontworka of hm 
oons^tulion when these lines were penned. 

The reader baa already had occasion to obserro, 
that Bnma had in those closing years of his life to 
Btmggle almost continually with pecuniary diffi- 
culties, than which nothing could hare been noes 
likely to pour bitterness int«ler^le into Ae dqn 
of his existence. His lively imagination exaggera- 
ted to itself every real evil ; and tbia among, and 
perhaps above, all the rest ; at least, in many of Us 
letters we find him aUnding to the probalwlity at 
hn betng sTreated for debts, which we now knoHT 
to hare been of rery trivial amount at llie wont. 
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'Which Ve'idflo know be bimaelf lived to (liacharee 
to the ntmuHt farthing, and ia regard to which it is 
impmsible to doubt that his personal friends in 
Dumfries would hare at all times been ready to 
prevent the law taking its ultimate course. Thta 
last consideration, bowever, was one which would 
hare given slender relief to BoiBS. How he sbrunk 
with horror and loathing from the sense of pecu- 
niary obligation, no matter to whom, we have bad 
abondant indications already.* 

The question naturally arises : Bnma was all 
.this while pouring out bie beautiful songs for tfof 
Museum of Johnson and the greater work of Thom- 
son ; how did he happen to derive no pecuniary 
advantages from this continual exertion of his ge- 
-nins in a form of composition so eminently calcu- 
lated for popularity ? Nor, indeed, is it an esajr 
matter to answer this very obvious qnestion. The 
-poethimself, in a letter to Mr Carfrae, dated 1789, 
Bpeaks thus : " The profits of the labours of a msQ 
erf genius are, I hope, as honourable as any profits 
whatever; and Tar Mylne*8 relations are most 
justly entitled to that honest harvest which &te 

* The fbllnv in 1^ extract fioin one af hisletten to AfrMac- 
munlo, dated December, 1793, will ipcak for ititlf :.~ . 
" Sit, it ia uid that «e take the greatest liberties trlth 
our gRalest Iriends, and I pay mjielt a very faigb cmnpli'- 
iinent in the muinei in which I am going to apply the ra- 
m*rk. I have owed you money longer than ever I awed it 

to wy man. Here ia Ker'a account, and here are ail gut. 

Deu ; and now, I don't owe a Bhillmg to man, or woman d> 
Iher. But foi these damned dirty, £^'s.eared little pages, 
(Scotch bank-noles,} 1 had done myself the honour lotuve 
-vailed on you long ^o. ladependeiit Of the ohligallona 
jaul haspitaUty haa laid me under, the conBdoiune&s of 
' ytur lupaiiority in the lank of man and gentleman of llnlf 
wi)« fulfyal mucli a* I couldjCvei luake bead a<aiti>t} but 
(0 owe you money too, wm moiq tban I could nco," 
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hu denied htmself to reap." And yet, bo fat finm 
looking to Mr Johnson for any pecnniarv reina- 
ueratioa for tbe rery laborions part he tooK in faia 
work, it app«an &om a passsge in Croioek's Ra- 
liqaea, that the poet asked a single copy of the Mih 
senm to give to a fair Iriend, by way of a Kreat fik- 
TooT to himself — aod that that copy and hU owa 
were really all he ever received at the hands of tbe 
publisher. Of the secret history of Johnson and 
his book I know nothing j but the Correspondenoe 
of Bumswith Mr Tbonsoncontum cnrions enough 
detiuls concerning bis connexion with that gentle 
man's more important undertaking. At the outset, 
September, 1792, we find Mr Thomson saying, 
" We will esteeib your poetical assistance a pan. 
ticnlar farour, besides paying any reasonable PHf* 
you sbatl please to demand for it. Profit ia qiiit« 
a secondary consideration with us, and we are r»- 
solved to save neither pains nor expense on thfi 
publication." To which Boms replies immediately, 
" As to any remuneration, yon may think my songs 
either above or below price ; for they shall abso- 
lutely be the one or the other. In toe honest eiv 
tbnsiasm with which I embark in your unde^a* 
king, to talk of money, wages, fee, hire, Sec, would 
be downright prostitntion of soul. A proof of each 
of the songs that I compose or amend I shall r^ 
ceive aa a favour. In the rustic phiBse of the 
eeason, Gude speed the wark." Tht next time we 
flieet with any hint as to money matters in the Cor- 
respondence is in a letter of Mv Thomson, Ist Jnlf, 
1793, where he says, *' I cannot express how 
much 1 am obliged to yon for the exquisite new 
songs you are sending me ; but thanks, my fri^njjL 
ai;e a poor return for what yon have ifiao : 'u,I 
Aail be benefitted by the publication, yoi; .inuat 
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nShr me fo enclose a flnnU mvk of my gnttitade, 
and to repeat it afterwords when 1 find it conre- 
nient. Do not return it, for, by Heaven, if yon 
do, onr correapondence is at an end." To which 
letter (it enclosed L.5) Bnme thns replies i— 
*■ I assure yon, my dear sir, that yoa tnily hurt me 
lirith yonr pecnmary parcel. It de^des me In 
my own eyes. However, to retnra it wonld sa- 
Tonr of affectation ; bnt as to any more traffic of 
that debtor and creditor kind, I swear by that bo- 
iMiff friiich crowns the npH^t etatne of Robert 
Boma's integrity — on liie least motion of it, I wilt 
indignantly apms the by-past transaction, and from 
that moment commence entire stranger to yon, 
Bnnis'e character for generosity of sentiment and 
■ndependence of mind will, I tmst, long ontliTe 
any of his wants which the cold unfeeling ore can 
mpply: at least, I will take care that sach a cba- 
ncter he shall deserve." — In November, 1794, we 
find Mr Tbomaoa writ^ to Bnms, " Do not, I 
beseech yon, return any books." — la May, 1795, 
" T«n ivally make me bhuh when yon tell me 
yon have niot merited the drawing from me ;" 
fdiis was a drawing of the Oottar'i Saturday 
Night, by Allan) ; " I do not think I can ever 
repay yoo, or sofficiently esteem and respect yon, 
for uie liberal and kind manner in whidi yon have 
entered into the spirit of my undertaking, which 
eould not have berai perfected withont yon. So I 
b^ yon would net make a fool of me again ^y 
•peaking of obligation." On Febmary, 1T98, we 
have Bums acknowledging a " handsome elegant 
present to Mrs B -, " which was a worsted 
■llftwl. I^itly, on the ISth July of the same year, 
(that is, tittle more than a week before Burds died,) 
he writes to Mr Thoinatm in these terms ;— " AN 



tef ^ my boosted indepemlenoe, cnrsed necessity 
compels me to implore yon for five pounds.- A: 

cruel of a haberdasher, to whom I owe an. 

account, taking it into his head that I am ^iyiag, 
baa commenced a, process, and will infallibly put 
me into wU. Do, for God's eakn, send me that 
rora, and that by return of post. For^?e me tbia 
rameetness ; but the horrors of a jiul have put me 
balf distracted. — I do not ask tl^ gratnitonsly ; 
for, Qpon returning health, I hereby promise and 
engage to Furnish you with fire pounds worth of 
the neatest song genius yon have seen." To whi<^ 
Mr Thomson replies — " Ever since I received 
your melancholy letter by Mrs Hyslop, I ham 
been mminatmg in what manner I could endea- 
Tour to alleviate your sufferings. Again and again 
I tbonght of a pecuniary offer ; but the recollec- 
tion of one of your letters on this subject, and the 
fear of offending yonr independent spirit, checked 
my resolntion. 1 thank you heartily, therefore, for 
the frankness of your letter of the 12tb, and with 
great pleasure endose a draft for the very Mm I 
f)ropo«ed sending. Would I were Chancellor o( 

the Exchequer but one day for your sake I 

Pray, my good sir, is it not possible for yon to 

nmster a Tolnme of poetry? -Do aot 

abun this mediod of oblaining the value of yoitr 
tabonr; remember Pope pnbtUbed the Iliad by 
irabscription, Think of this, my dear Bums, and 
do not think roe intrusive with my advice." 
. Such are the details of this matter, as recorded 
in the correspondence of the two individuds coa- 
cemed. Sometime after Burns's death, MrTh^- 
scm was attacked on account of his beihavi«t^:J^ 
the poet« ^ 8A anonyiMiHi novel, whioh I Jane 
never ae^ii, called ifvUHa i in Profeuvr Wrikeifs 
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Menioin, which appe«red in 1816, Mr Thomsoii 
took the opportnnity of defending himself;* and 

' " I bt.n been sltacted with much bitlcrnesa, and accn- 

whkh he wrote for mj collection ; alihough there ia iha 
devest evidence of ihe contrwj, botb in tlie piinled cor- 
lespondeoce between tlie poet sad me, and in the public 
ttsctmon J of Dr Curiie. My assailant, too, without know. 
titg anf thmg of the matter, Etates, that I bad enriched my - 
«elf bj ihc Iiboun of Buraa ; and of comae, that oij want 
of genemilf was inescusable. 

" Now, the fact is, that notwiihstanding the tinited la- 
bours of all the men of getiius who have enriched my col- 
lecdon, I am not even yet compensated for the piccioui 
time consumed by me in poring ovei musty volumes, uid 
in corresponding with every amateur and poet by wbnie 
mearis 1 expected to make any valuable odditioDS to our 
national music and song ; — for the exertion and money it 
tmt me to obtain ac<!ompanimentB from the greatest masters 
of faariUotiy in Vieima ; — and for the sums paid to engnt- 
TOS, i^inCers, and others. On this subject, liie teilimany 
of Mr Preston in l.ondon, a man of nnqueatiBDable and 
well-known character, who has printed the music for every 
copj of my work, may be more satisfactory than anything 
I can say: In Augutt 1809, be wrote me as fallows : 'I 
am coDcerrwd at the very unwarrantable attack which bai 
btea made upon you by the aalhor of Xnbilia : nottuttg 
could be more unjust than to say you had enriched your- 
Klf by Burns's labours i for the whole concern, though it 
Includes the labours of Haydn, has scarcely sHbrded a 
eampeniialion for the various expenses, and foi die time 
(ni[Uoyed on the wrak. When a work olit^ns any cele- 
iirity, publiihera are gcoerally aupposed to derive a ipia- 
fit ten times lieyond me reality ; the sale is greatly mag. 
nifled, and the expenses are not in the least taken inli> 
ConiideratioiL It is truly vexatious to be so grossly and 
•Modalously abused for conduct, the very reverse of wbicll 
itft btai manifnt thtough the whole tranaactioo.* 

" Were 1 the sordid msn that Che anonymoui Bulbar 
^'a me, I had a most inviting opportunity to profit mtich 
Mortt'ttiati I did by the lyrics of our great baid. He had 
Miileii ibon Bfty sei>gs expttsily for my wtvk f Ifaey Mft 
Jn My pfliimiii iiwpubli*h«d:U bii daMlii I M the tight 
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IteCnaorWalkci4'vhft«9^«dthepma«lMe*d- 
uhif of finm, «ad wbo also appMin to htve bad 
the bononrof Mr TbiMMon'B intitoata acqamtaiue, 
has delirerad an opnuon on the whole merits of the 
caie, whieh must neceeaarity be far miH% latisfac- 
tsry to the re«cl«r tbao aaythiBg wbieb I could yc^ 
some to offer in its room. " Burns," uys this wnter, 
" bad all the unmanageable {Hide of Samuel Jobii> 
9tm i and, if tbe latter threw away, with iadignap 
tian, tbe new shoes which had been pUoed at his 
ehambca^doar, iccietljr and coUectlveJy by bis eoat- 
potiiona, — tbe former would hare been still mora 
ready to resent any pecuniary donation with wbicb 
a single individual, after bis peremptory prohibit 
tioD, should arowedly bare dared w insult him. 



publUh them ; but when I iras infonned thst ui edition of 
thte poet'i Koiki WM projected far the beneei of hts fftmlhr, 
I put Ann in Imniediste pttwMlca of the wbc^ if Uto 
mmgt, w well ukttaijUidtlnusDsbledDrCuRie to cau- 
date the foui volume! which were sold for the tamUj'n be- 
bocf to Meun Cidell and Dsriee. And I have ttw Mtis- 
fiM^on of knowbig, that the mmi naloas fHendt of Die fh< 
oily, MTOMn)og)Bnae,MT8jtiie, uidDiCarrta, sod As 
peet'i own htotber, enaudend my ooiflee of the pnm ^ht 
of publUbiDS the nam, u no angnteful letum for the £*- 
Inteieited u^ llber^ conduct of tbe poet. Aeeorduiglr, 
Hi Onbert Burns, in s letter to roe, vhidi slone mlgu 
mffiee ftr so ans mr to sll the uoTsUst's show, tbwr ett. 
preun hnnscirt < If ew 1 cone to Ediubaigji, ] wiU asN 
tslnlf esll en a psnon whose bsndMou emiduet to voj 1>n>- 
tfaer'* family has second mj eileem, and confirmed me bi 
the opinioD, that mnrieal taste and ttUetits haves class c«k 
Dexioo wlib the hannony of the moral feslings.' Nothing 
b ftrdiei ft«n my thoughts Ihm (o dslm say merit iit 
whatl«d. lMm«owldha«esaldawordanih«sulO«^ 
bMfartbshaishsndgiouDdleuaecusatianwhkhbBs been 
brought forwaid, either by ignotance or sninMslty, snd whldl 
I have long nflered to remain unnolicsd, Aom my gisatd^ 
like to any puhBe apptaisnec." 
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Hfl'WMMnMttBtljr hiTO g w wm ied with MBdnet 



HBeere, and his ndepeatlcnee afiectad; 
more aKfoUy the tnnMctioii bad baea diagniMd^ 
the atoro rage it mold htre excited, aa implyii^ 
Aa nme twierttim, with tbe addittoaal cfaa^e, that 
if aecntty made it would net be denied. .:.... 
Tbe atatement of Mr Tfaomion anperaedes tba ne- 
ruwilj of any additional remarks. When tibe pab- 
Wb »■ «Blitrfiad ; wfaen tba relations of Banu are 
gratefiil ; an^, above all, irften tba dalieata nuad 
of Mr Tfammon ia at peace with itself in eontanr 
plating bis oondoet, tbaia caa be no necessity ioT;* 
aametees aorelist to cantndict them." * 

So for, Mr Walker ;— wby Bnma, who was.of 

r'oD, when be wrote his letter to Mr Carfrae, 
" no profits are niore honourable than those 
«f the laboun of a man of pienius," and whose own 
aotieiM of iodepeadeuoe had soatained no shock 
in the receipt of hundreds of pounds tiom Creech, 
aboold hare spurned the suggestion of peconiaijr 
xacompenae from Mr ThomBon, it is no easy mat- 
tar, %» tt[daia ; nor do I gucofeas to sndentand why 
Air XbonaoD took so tittle puns to argne the maa- 
ter in Hmiae whh the poet, and caurioce bhn, that 
■the time which he himaelf considered as furly en- 
/tilled to be pud for by a coounon bookselleiv 
-oD^t irf light to be ramod and acknoiriodgiad u 
-dihilar tennt by the editor and proprietair rf a 
book containing both soi^ and minic. 

They ordar tbeae tbia^ di&rently. now : a 
ilmngiyric poet whooi n«w will place in a highH 
-nnk-tiiiin BvnM, baa long, it ia naderatoM^ faaan 
.in the habit of receiTi^ fdMmtaa matA moneyaa- 

■ Uie prefixed ta Umttim't Bums, ff. criit. cxiL 



SM LIFE OF 

tmMyltjr tat anmtBl twndfal of tenga, aa wu evier 

paid to otir bard for tb« wb«fe hodf of fah wntingti. 

Of the iacreasing irritability of onr poet's tenu 
jtetanient, amidst those tr«uble9,ext«rnid amiliiitier- 
■d, that preceded his laet illuese, his letters fn^ 
oish proofa, to dwell on which could mly inflict 
mmecessary pain. Let one example saffice.— 
" Swiday ?ki«es a period of our curst revenue tm- 
uness, and may probably keep me employed with 
■ny pen nn^l noon. Fine employmeat forft pMtit 
pea I Here i eit, altogether NoveiabeH^, a A- 
aititmgt of fretfnlness and melancboly; not enough 
of the one to rouse me to passion, nor of Uie otk» 
to repose me in torpor ; my aoal flenneing nad 
fcttteriug round ber tenement, like a wild fio«b, 
ca«gbt amid the hOTTora of winter, and newly tfaruM 
iMto a cage. Well, I am persaaded that it was cf 
me the Hebrew sage pn^heiied, when he foretoM 
M-< And heboid, on wbataoever Uiis man doib M( 
im heart, it shall not prosper I' Pray that wiadoOi 
md bliss be more frei}oent Tiitiors of R. B." 

Towards the close (^ 1795 Bums was, m hm 
been preriouely mentioned, employed as an aeiiNg 
^apwrisor of Ezciae. This was apparesdy a sMp 
tftapermaBentMtnation of that higher and morew- 
'dative dasa ; and from thence, there was ererymt- 
aon to believe, the Icind patronage of Mr GrabMi 
ongfat«levat« bim yet farther. These faopes^'bow- 
ever, were mii^led and darkened with sorrowj £W 
fonr mottihs of that yew his youngest child ^gered 
thiongh an illness of winch every wade pMM ' 
ta be ills last ; and she was finally 'Cnt/affuV 
tbe poet, who Wd watched her with Onxiovi 
dameia, waa from home on profearioDdibua 
Iliia was a severe blow, and hia own aervae, d 
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as yet be bad not taken any Mrima alana afanu 
luB sibieiU^ were ill fitted to witfaatand it. 

" There had need," he writes to Mn Dnnlop, I6tb 
Dacetuber, " there had uoch need be many pla»- 
Bure* annexed to the states of htubond and faX^m, 
for God knowSf they hare many pecoliar cares. I 
cannot deaciibe to you the anxious, sleepless bonis 
these ties frequently give me. I see a train of 
helpless little folks ; nie and my eseniona all their 
4«y ; «4d oo what a brittle thread does the life of 
jsan hangi If I am sipt off at the cainniaiid«f 
jbte, even in all tbe vigour of manhood aa I wi^ 
atmb tbii^ hsffien erery day — gradous God I 
.wbat wsold become of my little flocii I 'Tia here 
that I envy your pet^e of fortane.— A father «k 
Us death-bed, taking au eTsrlaating leave of Ua 
duldceit, has indeed woe enough ; but the man «f 
competent fortune leaves his sons and daughters 
iodepoidMicy and bieitde ; while I — bnt I ehsU 
VBB distracted if I think any lengeiQii the aulgect." 

To die same lady, on the 29th of (he month, 
be, Bfter mentioning bia superviaorgfaip, and aiding 
tbat at last bis political aim seemed to be foigivaa 
bim — goes mi in thia ominous tone—" What a tras- 
sient business is Lfe 1 Very lately I was a boy ; 
bat t'other day a young man ; and I already begin 
-•a feel the rigid ^le and stiScming joints of tH 
age comug tot over my frame." We may tface 
the melancholy sequel in these extracts. 

" 3ltt JaHuary 1796. — I have lately dnmk 
.deep of ibe cap of affliction. The antanm robbed 
se of n)y only daughter and darling child) and 
tfcat at a dialance loo, and so rapidly, as to pat it 
oat of my power to pay tbe lut dutiea to Iwr. 
I had scarcely begun to recover from that shock, 
ben I lecame oiyeelf the victim of a most severe 
x2 
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riietunMic' feyvT) and long tlw die tfoa doobtftil; 
uDtili after nuiDy weeks of a sick-bod, it mcdh to 
hare turned up life, and I am beginning to crawl 
«croBa my room, and once indeed bsve bevu bctov 
ray own daoi m the street. 

" Whta pleaiure ftMCioates the mattal >)ght, 
Affliction puriSet the viiukI nj, 

Beligion haiii the ditsi the uotried nigfal. 

Thai ahula, foe ever ahula I lifd'i doublful daj.," 

But a few days after tbis, Bnnia ws8 so exoefl4- 
ingly impnident as to join a EeMire circle at a ta- 
vern dinner, where he remained till sbonl three n 
the morning. The weather was eerer^ aad he) 
being much intoxicated, took no precantioa in thiu 
exposing his debilitated frame to its influence. It 
has been said, that be fell asleep upon tbe-snow 
on liis way hom& It is certain, that next morn- 
ing he was sensible of an icy numbness thnmgb 
all his joints — that bis rh^unatism retnmed with 
tenfold force upon bim< — and that from that t»- 
happy hoar, his mind brooded ominously on tho he- 
tal issue. The conrse of medicine to which hs 
submitted was violent ; confinement, accustomed 
as he bad been to mncb bodily exercise, ptey«d 
miserablv on all his powers ; be dro<^>ed visibly> 
and all the hopes of his friends that liealtb woM 
Tetnni with summer, were destined to diasppoiBC- 
tnant. 

" 4^ Jwte 1796.* — I am in snch injnra^ih 
health as to be utterly incapable of showiag b^ 
loyalty in any way. Rsckt as I am with riwtnt» 
tism^ I meet every face with a greeting Jilwl 4lnl 
of fialak and Balaam, — ' Come cane me Jaiih. 
Jtnd come defy me Istael.' " > -'.■m-. 

. ,.. .. * Tbebinb-iisf of Gcerge.UI. 
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•' 7(* ^OffT-l iter the yoice of tfi« Bard -mil 
•Donbebeerd amcmgyonnoinore, — FOTtbese eight 
or ten montba I have been ailing, aometimes bed- 
JistaBdRometimeanot; bnt these last three montba 
I bare been tortured with an excniciatio^ rheunia- 
tiam which baa reduced meto-nearly the last stage. 
Yon actually would not know me if yon sair in&^ 
pftle, emaciated, and so feeble, as Dccasionally to 
need help from my chair, — My spirits fled I fled I 
But I can no more on ibe subject." 

This last letter was addressed to Mr Cnnning- 
kun of Edinburgh, from the small village of 
Brow on the Solway Frith, about ten miles from 
Dmnfries, to which the poet removed about the 
end of June ; " the medical folk^" as he saya, 
** having tuld him that bie last and only chance 
WRB bathing, country quarters, and riding. In se- 
parating himself by their advice from his family for 
tbe«e purposes, he carried with him a heavy bar- 
den of care. " The deuce of the matter," he writes, 
" ia this ; when an esciseman is off duty, his sa- 
Isy is reduced. What way, tn the name of thrifit, 
AM I maintain myself and keep s horse in coun- 
tty qnartere on L.35?" He implored bis friends 
in Edinbnrgh, to make interest with the Board to 
gmt him his full salary ; " if they do not, I must 
Ifty my account with an exit truly en poete — if I die 
not of disease, I must perish with hunger." The 
afpKca^Dn was, I believe, successful ; but Bnms 
Irred not to profit by tbe indulgence, or the justice, 
«f bit superiors. 

. 'Mta Riddell of Glenriddel, a beautifnl and veir 
atcSMptiahed woutbr, to whom many of Bums a 
meet interesting letters, in the latter yeara of hla 
life, were addressed, happened to be in tbe neigh- 
bonrheod of Brow wllen Bums reached hia bathing 
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^oartNB, wd exwted knwlf ta makelvbi tetam^ 
fottable M arcwnatanoM peraiitwd. Having aeat 
her CBiTiage for hU conTeyaoce, the post TJaitBd 
bar on the 5th Jnly ; ud she has, in a lettet. pvb- 
Ikbed fay Dr Cnme, thoH deBcribcd fas ttpptmnac^ 
and cdnrersBtion on Uiat ecoaNon ^— 
' ■< I was itniok witb bia spp«nae« on enboiBf 
the room. The stamp of death was impresMd «q 
ha fcatnrea. He seemed already tonofaiDg the hriak 
of eternity. Hn first lolittatioii was, * W«U, ma- 
dun, have yon any commandi for the oAwworld?' 
I reiitied that it eeemed a donbtfnl case irlncfa «( 
MI iDo^ be tliere soonest, and that I hoped be 
wmdd yet Kve to write my epitaph. (I was iben 
in a poor state of heahh.) He looked i»my iaoa 
with an ur of great kindness, and es^Hvssed hie 
eencern at seeing me look so ill, with his acenatomt- 
ad sensibility. At table he ate little or notfaing, and 
be complained of bsTin^entirely lost the twie of 
bis BMmacb. We hod a long and seriona coavn- 
BKtion abOnt 'his present sitnation, and the ^>- 

Soaching termination of all bis esrtUy pro^tecU. 
spoke of bia death wi^at aityof the MteM*- 
tfon of philosophy, bnt witb firmness as weU as 
feefii^^ — SB an erent likely to happen Tery soosi, 
and'which g;aTe bim coucem chiefly Irom leaw^ 
bis fbnr children bo young and unprotected, aad 
bis wife in so interesting a sitnation — in faoariy ex- 
pectation of lying-in of a fifth. He mantitfaad, 
with seeming pride and satisfaction, the promiwng 
genius of bis eldeat son, and the flattering wnrka el 
approbation he bad received from bis teachers, and 
dwelt pHTticalariy on bis hape^ of that boy's'lmtmiB 
eondnct and merit. His anxiety for iiis famly 
seemed to ban^ heavy upon bim, and ibfc vMk 
perh^ from tba reflection that be bad not duue 
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A«n >I1 tiie j^ioc hewM •»»«)! qiMlifiMl'Mcla. 
Pwung from tb» mbjeot, be thowed grnt ocwcem 
^MMit the care of hii Ittexory l^roe, and particularly 
t^ psMicatioD of hnpiHthiiiiiotM wotks. H« mU 
be WW weU aware that kta death woidd aooMiMi 
some noise, and that every *crap of his writing 
would be revived againet turn to the injury of bis 
iutare reputation : that letters and versM written 
with ungnirded and improper freedom, and which 
he earnestly wished to have buried in oblirion, 
Would iw banded- about by idle vanity or maleve- 
leuce, when no dimd of bis resentment wonid r*- 
(train them, or prevent the censoree ^ shrill- 
tongned n^ice, or the insidious sarcasise of envy, 
from pouring forth all their venom to blest liig f»a». 
Ue lamented that he bad written many epi^MMS 
on parsons against whom he entertained no enmity, 
and whose characters he thonld be sorry to wound ; 
and many iDdifferMt^>oeticBl pieces, which he feov- 
•d wonld now, with all their imperfections oa their 
head, be thrust mpon the world. On ibis aoerant 
lie deeply regretted having deferred to put his pa- 
pers into a state of arFangement, as be was b*w 
HviM incapable of the eier^n, — TThe conversaliw 
was kefit up with great evennees and animation od 
Ub side. I have seldom seen bis mind greatac M 
nwrs collected. There was frequently a ooimia- 
idile degree of vivacity in his sallies, and tbay 
ijwwrid prob^y have bad a greater share, had not 
.^ tKUcern and dejection I could not disgntie, 
damped the a]Mrit of pleasantry beseemed not ua* 
iinjliag la intfailge,— We parted about. sHa-«et, on 
tj^iOvfiuing «f' that day (the 5lh of July, 1396) ; 
jl^wxt day 1 saw him >gun, and we partcd.M 
HMfit s* now I" ..,,> 
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I do not lyiow tfa^ exut dat&of tlie fq^v^igrtT^ 

To MreBnrns.— "BrowjThttrsday.TrMydeat- 
est Lore, I delayed writing until I could .tell yoi^ 
wliat effect sea-bathing was likely to produce. It 
voulil be iDJuatice to deny that it tias eased my 
pains, aitd 1 think has atreiwtheiipd me ; l>a( my 
sfipetite is atill extremely bad' No flesh nor fi^ 
can I swallow: porridge an4 milk are the omly 
things I can taste. I am rery happy to h^r, \y 
Aliss Jess Leware, that you are all well. My reiy 
best and kindest complimeniB to her and to, all tl^ 
children. I will see you oi) Smiday. Your aft 
fectionate bushandt R. B." 

There is a very affecting letter to Gilbert, date4 
iSiM ,7thi ID which the poet sfiy^ " I ^m da^gerona-; 
ly ill, and not likelr to get better, — -Go^ keep my 
Fife and cluldreq.' On the IStb, h« wrote thq 
letter to Mr George Tbomaon, abov« quoted, re- 
questing L.5 ; and, ou the same day, he petiine4 
■Iso the following — the last letter that he ev^ 
wrote — to his friend Mrs Donlop. 

" Mailain, I have written you bo often, withqnf 
receiving any answer, that I would not trouble yqw 
agfdn, but for the urcumstancea in which I ^m. 
An illness which has long hung abqut n^e, in aO 
probability will speedily send me beyond thw 
loume whence no traveQer returns. Yoijr trienj^ 
ship, with which for many yeara yon hopoured (n^U 
was a friendship dearest to my soqI. Your con- 
ToraatioB, and especially your correspondence, wem 
at once highly entertaining and instructive. Wit{^ 
what pleasure did I use to break up the qeal J The 
remembrance yet adds one pulse more to my poor 
palpitating heart. Farewell 1 1 I" 

1 gire the following tmecdote in the word*, of Mjr 
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M'IMannicl : * — " Ronsseaii, we all know, when 
dying, wished to be carried into the open air, that Ite 
might obtain a parting look of tlie glorioua orb of 
day. A night or two before Bnms left Brow, be 
drank tea with Mrs Craig, widow of the miniHter 
of Ruthwell. His altered appearance excited mnch 
'Bilent sympathy ; and the evening being beaiitiftil, 
and the sun shining brightly through the casement. 
Miss Craig ^ncw Mrs Henry Dnncan), was afi^d 
die ligbt miffbt be too mnch for him, and rose with 
the view of letting down the window blinds. BnrnB 
immediately guessed what she meant; and, re- 
garding the yomig lady with a look of great benig- 
mty, said, ' Thank yon, my dear, for yonr kind 
attention ; but, oh, let him uiine ; be wilfudt shlw 
long for me.'" 

On the 18th, despuring of any benefit from the 
sea, our poet came back to Dnmfrjes. Mr AllBn 
Cnnningham, whosawbimarriTe " visibly changed 
in his looks, being with difficulty able to stand 
upright, and reach his own door," has given a 
striking picture, in one of his essays, of the state 
of popular feeling in the town during the shoft 
space which intervened between his return aOdlilS 
deaths—" Dumfries was like a beueged place. It 
waa known be was dying, and the anxiety,' no^ of 
the rich and the leamedonly, but of the mechanics 
-and peasants, exceeded all belief. Wherever tfro 
or three people stood tt^ther, their talk was tit 
Bums, and of him alone. They spoke of his his- 
-to^ — of his person — of his works— of his family 
•—of his bm^— and of his untimely and approaclN 

* I take theoppoTtunitjoroiiceDiOTeaclcnawledgiiigmy 
gnat obligktiQTu to ifaii geDtleman, aho u, I uDdenumd, 
cminccted bj hii muiUga with Ibc ftmily of the poeL 



iog fete, with a warmth and an enthnriMm tvhtcti 
will ever endttar Dumfries to my remembrance. 
All tliat he ssid or was sayii^ — the opinions of the 
physiciaDB, (and Maxwell was a kind and a skilfol 
one,) were eagerly caught np and reported from 
■tieet to street, and from house to honse." 

" His good humonr," Cunningham adds, " WM 
unruffled, and his wit never forsook him. He 
looked to one of his fellow volunteers nith a smile, 
a^ he stood by the bed-side with his eyes wet, and 
Bud, ■ John, don't )et the awkward squad fire over 
me/ He repressed with a smile the hopes of his 
fnends, and told them he bad lived long enough. 
As bis life drew neai' a close, the eager yet decorous 
solicitude of his fellow townsmen increased. It is 
the practice of the young men of I>umfries to meet 
in the streets during the hours of remission from la- 
boor, and by these means I had an opportunity ^ 
witnessing the general solicitude of bU ranks and of 
all ages. His differences with them on some im- 
portant points were foi^tten and. forgiven; the J" 
thonght only of his genius— of the delist hiscom- 
positions bad difTueed — and they talked of him wttfa 
the same awe as of some departing spirit, wboae 
TiHce vna to gladden them no more." * 

" A tremoar now pervaded his frame," save Dr 
Cnrrie, on the authority of the physiciaa who *t- 
teaded him ; " bis tongue was parched ; and his 
mind sunk into delirium, when not roused by con- 
versation. On the second and third day the fever 
increased, and his strength diminished." On tbo 
fbmth, July Slst, 1796, Robert Burns died. 

" I went to see him laid out for the grave," 
says Mr Allan Cunningham ; " severa} etder'pM^ 
, 1824, Artide, '_' {tobert 
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jie were with me. He lay in s plftin nnsilomed 
coffin, witb a linen sheet drawn over bis face ; and 
oa tbe bed, and arooDd tbe body, berbs and floweia 
were tbickly strewn, according to tbe nsage of tbe 
Gauntry, He was wasted somewbat by long ill- 
nsM ; but deatb bad oot increased die swarthy bne 
of bis face, which wee uDcommooly dark and deep- 
ly marked — bis broad and open brow was pale and 
■erene, end aronnd it his sable bair lay in maHses, 
■lightly touched witb grey. The room where he 
lay was plain' and neat, and tbe simplicity of the 
jMet'shutubledwetlin^pressedthepresenceof death 
more closely on tbe heart than if his bier bad been 
embellished by vanity, and covered witb the bla- 
sonry of lugb ancestry and rank. We stood and 
gazed on him in silence for the apace of aeveral 
minute*— we went, and others mcceeded ns— 
not a whisper was heard. This was several days 
loiter his death." 

On the U^tb of Jnly, the remains of tbe poet 
wtxe removed to tbe Trades-hall, where they lay 
in state until next mtmiin^ The volunteers M 
I^amfries were determined to inter their illustrious 
cfunrade (as indeed he had. an^pated) with mi- 
litary honours. The chief persons of the town and 
aeighbonrhood resolved to make part of the pro- 
cession; and not a few travelled from great dia- 
tances to witness the solemnity. Tbe streets were 
lined by the Fencible Infantry of Angus-shire, and 
the Cavalry of the Cinque Ports, then quartned « 
Dnntlries, whose commander. Lord Hawkesbivy, 
{now Eaii of Liverpool,) although be had alwaya 
oaciiaed & personal introduction to the poet, * of- 
fidatedasmeofthe chief moumera. "Tbenml- 



tinde who aoMmpaaiwlBanwjtolte »•■•,««■« 
Btep by 'Mp," Mya Cnmiii^thMni''' mk Aa ckW 
ai^urBera.TlMymi^uiwiMtWteiur.tw«lT«tlui»' 
MBd. Not* word wu beard .... Itwn«aiiBa> 

pnwm and monrnfal eigfat to eae hmo of all mnka 
•Bd poBiiaaLMii sad opiBi<H)s mii^liiig as Wotberat 
•■d BteppinB aide by side down tbs atreeta of Dw^ 
friea, widi Die remaina of him who bad ani^ of 
tiiMr kirea and joya aad detneatic aadaannait^ 
with a (rath and a tendameM whki nana pnlia{iB 
bare aiaoe equalled. I could, indeed, iwre inabed 
the aiilitary part of the proceaaiaB awiy. Hk . 
acailM and gold — the bannera diapbTed — the Bw 
annd atep, and the military azray^— with the aoondi 
«f martial inatnuiienta of imiHc, had no riian m 
■jnooaaing the ademmty of the bnrial uene ; aitd 
had no cooncoion with the poet> I loeiwd on it 
.'then, aod I consider it now, aa an idle oatntati^ 
a piece of superflnona atate which iwgfat'haTe btia 
apared, more espedally as hii n^lected and tr»- 
duoed and inenlted spirit had eiperienced no bud- 
neaa in the body from those lofty people who are 
new prond of being nonbeved as his ooerala and 
Gwmtrymen. ...... I found myself at Ae 

^hiii^ of the poat'a gnre, into which he waa abant 
to deeeend for erer. There vaa a panae amoiig; 
the Boamera, as if laath to part tridi his laHaBa ; 
md when be was at laat lawared, and the fint 
aheveUiil ef earth aonnded on bis c(^n lid, I looli;- 
cd vp nad saw teara on many chaeln whan ta«a 
imn lotiwuL The vohmtoras jneti&ed the fisan 
«f their cwnmde, 1^ three ragged and atragg^iw 
-TalleyB. Ute esrdi waa beajted vp, the green «ad 
Wdo<rW'hun,,aBd the .mtdtitnde atoodgirag«B 
the grave for some minutes' apace, and then mdtad 
idlenily aw^. The day waa a fiae ena,. Ae m 
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WM ahiwrt wMmoI roIciNl, an4 mI ■ drop of iub 
fM ircHR d«ra to twiUght. I notice this, not horn 
my ctracorreace in the cmannn smperstitioD, tfaat 
* BBppy ia the corpse wUcb tlie rain rains on,' but 
to eaaiata tk» pianB trand of a religions Magaziiie, 
wbich mode bearen express it* wrath, at tbe intet- 
MMt of a profasc poet, in thnuder, in lightning, 
VDd in raw. ' 

DariDfT tbe Awenl Boletnmtf, Mra Banit waa 
aeioed.wiA the paim of labour, and gun birth to 
s poMlnnona son, who quickly followed hia £»- 
. iber t« tbe grave. Mr Cnnningham deambci tbe 
^ipearance of tbe ftunily, when Aej at last emei^ed 
bma their home of sormw ; — " A weejujig widow 
■nd foUr helpless mum ; they came into tbe slreets 
in their mournings, and pab^c sympatby was awa- 
kaaed «fre*b. 1 shall never forget the \o<A.b of his 
boye, and tbe etHspaaaioii wbieb they excited. The 
poet's life bad not been withont errora, sad ancb 
arron, too, as a wife ia slow in forgiving ; bat ba 
Ilia hononred then, and is hononred now, by tbe 
unalienable affection of his wife, and tbe world tX' 
pays hex pmdence and ber love by its nagaid and 
esteon." 

There was nacb talk at tbe time of a svbao^- 
tiMi -for a mooBment ; bat Mm Bams begmniBg, 
era long, to suspect that tbe buainess vaa to end 
in tidk, covered the grave at ber own expense with 
» plain tombstone, inscribed simply with the name 
Bad ^;e of the poet. In 1813, however, a pi4>lic 
seetii^ was held at Dumfries, General Dwthip, 
■on to Bnras's friend and patroness, being in tbe 
chair ; a snbscnption was opened, and contribn- 
tions flowing in r^cUy from all quarter^ a otwdy 
nanaoteom was at kogtb erected on tbe most elerc* 
ted site wfaidi Ibe ebwcbyaFd presented. TUlber 
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tt|9 remwiM at Um post wem Boiuinljr trtniCHTad 1^ 
OD the ^b Juiie 1815 ; an4 tbe«pat eoaliaMU to be 
visited every yeiar by many lumilrods of InwellBiB. 
Tbe stntctare, whitji is perhaps mora gaody tban 
qiight Jure Iwon wished, bearH thin isaciipHM : 

ROBERTl BURNS ' 

POKTAKUH C 



AJIIMI MABIB 

raCKTiis jucUMi 



Immediately afW tbe poet's death, a enbscrip- 
^doa vna opened for the benefit of hia famtly; Mr 

■ The original tombstone of Burns was sunk ondec the 
pM*rteDt«f tbs nuDulinn ; uid tbegraTs-ohicb Brwte- 
aatnd'lu»r«BiHiu if oaw Mc«iiiod,'«ccardkig"to'faer<«w1i 

d^iVg.re^u^l, bf. id^i^liteiitfMiiDuiiliiii. - - 
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DrMsTweH, Mr S^e, Mr 
and Mr M'Mnrdo, becoming trav- 
tM« fat tb« mplicatimi of the money. Many 
Bunes from ottwr paita of Scotland appeared ta 
the lirts, aad not a feir from England, especially 
I^ndon and Liverpool. Seven hundred ponnda 
were in this way collected ; an additional smn waa 
bnrarded from India ; and the profits <rf Dr Cur* 
lie'a Li& and EdiUtm of Bnma were aho cuiri- 
derable. Tha remit has been, that the tons of tlie 
poet leceiTed an excellent education, and that Mra 
Bums baa continued to reside, enjoying a decent 
independence, in the honse where the poet died) 
aitnated in what is now, by the authority of the 
Dnmfriea Magistracy, called IJiirna' Street. 

" Of the (four aarviving) eona of the poet," 
■ay* their nncle Gilbert in 18S0, <' Robert, the 
eldeaC, ia placed as a clerk in the Stamp Office, 
Loudon," (Mr Bnnie atill remains in that esta- 
bUahment,) Fiands Wallace, the second, died in 
180S ; William Nlcoll, the third, went to Madras 
in 1611 ; and James Glencsim, the yonngeet, to 
Bengal in 1812, both as cadets in the Honourable 
CompHiy's service." These youi^ gentlemm have 
■II, it ia beliered, conducted themselves Are^lgk 
life in a roanoer highly hononrable to themielvee, 
and to the name whiea they bear. One of tbera, 
(James,) aa soon as his circnmstances permitted, 
aettled a liberal annuity on his eetiinable mother, 
which she still survives to enjoy 

Gilbert Bums, the admirable brother of the 
poet, Borvired till the 27th of April 1827. He 
removed from Moe^iel, dtortly after tke < death 
of tim poet, to e fcrm in I>nmfriea>«bire, can^ftg 
with him his aged mother, who died nuder bis 
2 a2 
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i4of. At alatsr pino4 ba h o amt hetor to Aa 
■obis tamily oi Blmtyre, on iheir eatalM in E«at 
Lsttiui. The pecaniarf bwcooots which the poet 
•flbrded Gilbert BoniB, and atiU more the inta- 
seat excited in his behalf by the »ocoBnt of bis 
penoBal character coatBiued in Carrie's Memur, 
prored of high adTsatsge lo him. He tmined nn 
a lai^ funily, BIX BODa and five danghtov, i 
bealowed aa »il hta boys what ia called a olaiHi 
wlncation. The notiniely death of one of theae^ m 
yvong man of very promising talents, when on the 
•re of being admitted to holy t»dws, is sapposad 
tohave hastened the depertore of the veoeraUa 
parent. It ahould not be omitted, that, mi thft 
publication of hia edition of hb brother's worka, in 
1819, Gilbert repaid, with interest, the anm which 
iJie poet adranced to him in 1788, Throngh life^ 
and in death, he maintained and justified the pn»- 
■oiae of his virtuous yonth, and deeou in all re> 
■pects tg iiaTo resembled hia father, of whom 
lUurdoch, long after he was no mwe, wrote n 
Iwgnage honourable to his own heart : " O Ah- ■ 
vwld of men of such diapoaituws I I have oSUm 
wUhetJt for Uw good of mankind, that it wer« as 
customary to hononr and perpetuate the meBtorj 
of those who excel in mmal rectitude as it ia to 
extol what are called heroic actiona : then would 
the uttnaoleum of the &iesd of my yontfa evwtop 
^iid surpass most of those we see in Westminater 
Abbey I" • 

It is pleasing to trace, in all these details, the 
bffpy iiifiueuce which our poet's genius has ex- 

' * Tbcee {lutlcuUn vt taken {caia an oitkle which ap^ 
pMnd, Kwn sfUt Mi Burnt') dmUi, la Ihc Dim]^rHf 



«Tted OT«r tbe^MtitiiM of yn conneziOM. "In 
tite fonnwe of bia ftunilv," says Mt M'I>hnirid;^ 
" there are few who do not feel tfae liveliefit iote* 
Kst; and were a register kept of the nameB, anld 
Bnmbers, and cbaractflrs, of those who from time 
to ti»e visit die huoible btit decent abode in wiiicfa 
Btuvs breathed his last, amid the deepest deipond''' 
Vany for the fate of dtoee who were dearer to him 
than life, and in whi«^ his widow is spending tnm' 
qnilty the evening of her days in the enjoyment of 
■ competency, not derived from the bounty i^ ttto 
f«iblte, bat from die hononrable exertions of ber 
•WD e&prin^— the det«il, though dry, wonld be 
^•anng to many, and woold weaken, thoi^ it 
eouM not altogether efiace, one of the greatest 
■taina on Um cbarHcter of onr country. £ven aa 
it ia, bia name boa proved a sonree of patronage ta 
tbose be left behind him, such as the high and the 
■oble cannot ' always conunuid. Wherever Int 
MM wander, at home or abroad, tjwy are r^arded 
M ^e iciona of a noble stoc^, and receive tiw 
Mffdiid greetJngs of hundreds who never saw tbeit 
fceea before, bnt who account it a bappinees t* 
linap in friendly preHnre the proffisred band ia 
whicb circolatea toe blood of Bums." -^ 



* AMic1« in tbi DumKna Magszinc, Angnit, 1S36. 
■V Mr M'DiatDiid, in tba utlolc ftbora quoud, girM'f 
touchJDg McmiDt of ihe Ulaeis uid death of one of [be duigh. 
ten of Mr James GleECaim Bums, on her vojBge homewMdi 
ftom India. At the funeral of this poor child there was 
witlwMKd, (aya he, a moat affieting scene. " Officers, pU< 
•angcn, and men, wen drawn up in regular order on deck) 
aome w<m crape lonnd the right arm, otbera wen dviaad 
in the defeat moumlDg t ever; head waa oiicovend ; tfii 
aa the lashing of the warea on the udea of the cofiiD luo- 
claintd that Oft RieLmdialy ccnmony had ekned, eveij 



,Sie SMMH wlw;— The gcwt mt huMMll^ 
lAoan MmB i« en«t^ to omtUe laa liaiiia^ 
etdUm, wu, to the etanMl dunrace of iiis oonn^ 
iMf, flo&nd to live bbA ^ in penary, uul| u te 
w mdh a cmMnre could be degraded by any ex- 
ternal drcBiBBtancee, ia degradatioD. Who eaa 
MMB tLe page of Bnnui sod r^nenibez witbMtt • 
Uwiht'tiiBt die anthor ^ Bucfa 'renM, d» kamaa 
being v4aae breast glowed with tBch feriingt, wai 
deoned to eani mere bread Sot bia dddr^ b^ 
Darting np tbe Mock of p^dilicaoa' cellaiBt and n* 
ding over noon tad raoMC* in jaMt of ami^glii^ 
alilk? Hie flobacriptiott for lus Poena WM| for tlw 
lima, luge Bod Ubecal) and periafw abeolrea the 
gantry of Scotland as iDdm^utls ; bat that eome 
BteongaiovenMat of indigBatian did not aptaad *tu 
Aewmde kingdom, when it was known tuA Bobeat 
BnriM, aft«T being caraued and flattoed by the 
noblest and most learned of lus conntrynan, wu 
ahmt lo be establidted SB a connnon gaaoer aBMMg 
tfaa wildi of Mitbsdale — and that, aftv ne was «■ 
eatridislwd, no interferenco from a hi^^ter giiailii 
anestad tint anwortfay career :— tlioae are arcam* 
stanoes vhiA mnit coMiniie to bear beomlyea 
the memory of that generation of Scotsmen, aod 
espeevlly of those wbo then aihninistwed the pn^ 
lie patrons^ of S«M)tland. 

Li defence, or at least in palliation, of tliie ap- 
tiraial crime, two falae argameiita, tbe one resting 
on facta gTOBaly exaggerated, the other having no 
fonndation whatever either on knowledge or oa 
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wMd«n(.lwff»'bea» iwMy set np, and wn^Mttty as 
weUaa^norBiitlf-MMOKMDed. TotheaBe,nu»«ly; ' 
that public patrona^ wosld hare been wroDgftillf 
beat«wed on tbe Poet, becsBae the Excjaenao wa« 
a political pertizan, it is hoped tbe details etnbcK 
died ia this namtiTe bare supplied « anfficietit an- 
flWAC : bad the matter been aa bed as tlie boldeat 
crilioa kare ever Tentvred to inainnate, Sa WaltM 
Soott's aiiRwer woald still have remained—" tbift 
pai'tizao was Burns." The other ailment ia n 
stiU more heartless, as well as abanrd one ; to wi^ 
ibM from the moral character and habits of tfaer 
man, no patronage, however liberal, coald have in- 
Bnenced and controlled hia conduct, ao aa t« work 
laating and effective improrement, and lengthen hi* 
life by raudng it nuire nearly to tbe elemiim of 
bia genim. This is bdeed a candid and agatm*- 
rmu method of jv^ing I Are impudence and in> 
tainperBnce, then, feimd to increfiBe nanally in pra< 
poition aa the worldly circaaMtences of men arc 
May ? Is not tbe very opposite of this doctrine »e^ 
IcBowledged by almost all that hat-e «Ter tried tba 
rsranea of Fortnne'a wheel lhemaelvc»— by all that 
hMe coMMnplftied, Amn aa eleration net to» higb 
foi aympatiiy, die naaal conne of manMers, wbea 
tbor fellow cveatiireB eithet encoimter or lire isi 
Cttoatant i4>prebenaion of 



To B«th mean miseries the latter yean of Bonu'a 
life were exposed, not less than hia early youths 
aod after whu nataral bauyancy of animal ^ktM 
be ever peeseMed, had iunk nnder the influ- 
ence of time, trhich, earely bringing expeneneCp. 
Aula seldom to bring care also and sorraW) to api^ 
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■its mtn Mrawui ttaa >^; »! m ^^t WlH^ 
SBM •< faewt be Bubmilted tA hh btB, let hia Mm 
Wniag mwda <nca men teH m. " Take," Mjn 
h*, wiiing to one wbo aeret cneed to be Uv 

" ' ■■- - — o gnjneia, aad place dianr 

_._ • Mcont rf fovs, which 

hM p^g«d Kf OMiitfa Am» fire or aiz imn^y 
! OMi u tittlA write good thi^ ma ^Mdogim to ifaai 
ma I owe mmey to. 0| uw Kipmiie went ef 
a^iig three gwMM (to tbebauBeM of five! F&< 
TWij^l dMNi bdf Htcv of detfb, ^oti cowia-geiw 



tiBcnt, whoM hegrt glows wiA iBd^endeDce, i 
mehi whfa naubiUty, ndy iHsea vumr ifce n^lect, 
■r wnthea in UttemeM of avm\, vndartbe eantaHi»* 
h> of BRvgant, u^eeliBg w«dlb. Oppnese*! by 
Uiee, tbe aaa of genine, whoae iU-staTrect ambition 
plHito kin at dw titles of tbe iwyoniAie and po- 
lite, moat ace, ia svfferiBg ulenca, Iria nxonk'm^t 
^Kted, and hia penon deapbed^ whil* AdlMf 
gratfuaa, in hia idiot attempts st wit, ahall iam» 
9 and applause. Nor ia it otif 



Ae family of wortfa tbat have reascm to cerapla 
•r tbee ; die eUldren of Mi^ aad vice, tbot^ ia 
BODiKioii with tbee, the onprii^ «rf evil, aaart 
•qnaUy mder diy rod. Tbe i 
diqiosi^an and neglected ednation, ia c 
U a fwA tar hie dissipation, despised and 8hiiiiB»4 
aa a needy wretch, when big follies, as nsnal, bring 
bim to want; and when his neceHsities driro faiai 
to dUioiieat practices, be is abboned as a niMf^ 
•nt, and pwisheB by Uie jnstice of Itis oeantn. 
Bat &r outwwise is the lot of tbe waa of Awf 
^d fortnne. Hii eariy follies and extranganca, 
are spirit and fire ; kit consequent wants, ara ^b» 
embwrassmeata of an honest fallow ; aad wbta, to 
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mttAy ilwn«tt«i 1m bu gained • le^ riiiii'mi 
«iM to plwidar iliBtant prorincea, or iniwaa 
pMcefnl iuEti«B8, he ratnras, jMchaps, laden with 
tha ipoila af r^ine and mnrder ; lires wiched end 
n^wctad, and dies a «*••*•• aad a Iwd,— Nar, 
mmt of all, «Ub for Wplese wwnaii ! Aa aeoaj 
paNMatate, wbo baa riiirared at the comer of the 
Mreat) waiting to eant the wage* of caanBl proad> 
.tntMBf is 1^ sag^eoted and inanlted, ridden down 
-hy^tbe«lHnotwdiads«f theewoneted bip, hivrf^ 
ing on to tbt giuhy aangnatum ; ibe, who, wiia* 
aM4be aaae aeceautiM to plMd, liota wghtlf ia 
th« aane gnikT tiftde.— Well I divinea nay ea^ o€ 
it what tbay pieaae, bat execration ia to tli« mmiS, 
iriiat pUebolonif ie to the bodr; the ntal rimoaa 
af^bolB aie wonderfally relieved by their reapeetive 



Inanch enMsationa of indtgnaat aplcendw prood 
^•■rt of many an anfortmata genina, beBidei thia, 
haS'fiMmd or aonf^t relief: and Ui other more dai»> 
gmm in^dgaaces, Hm affliction of aach aenahiTe 
amnte bad often, ece bis timei eondcMended. The 
hM ia a long and a Mttnfal one ; and it inclnd«r 
aoine nUiea that can olaun but a scanty abare in the 
.uology fii Bunk AddiaMi, binself, the alegaa^ 
the phikaopbical, the r«ligioita Ad^aoa, maat be 
•unbind widithvaeoffenderai^-Jonaon, CoUob, 
PciMV. I^mdlt Otnvf , San^ek i^l ainned in d« 
aMM amct, and the tn^Bpeaaiong vt tbem aU ba«B 
been haieaiiY dealt '^A, in jcomparisoa wilfa 
.those of one iriiaae ga;u)i| was probaMjr grcoter 
thaa aay of theiia; hn appe^ea uutnternd, iaa 
liaiiiliiiiii awiw dandaat, bii repootvaca own 
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wenn. The beandfiil genhu of CtdKns annk an- 
der similar contaminatioiu ; and those wbo hara 
from dnlneM of hesd, or BonrneH of heart, jotned 
in the too general clamour agsiuit Bnnis, may leats 
K leswNi of candour, of mercy, and of jnstice, fMn 
the language in wliicb one of the best of men, and 
.loftiest of moralists, has commented on freiltiea du 
.fcurried a kindred spirit to a like untimely mW. 
: "In s1ongcontinnanceofpoTerty,andlongubte 
«f dissipation," says Johnson, " it csnnot be expect- 
ed that -My cbarscter shonld be exactly mtiform.'a 

Infit this man, wise and rirtaonH as be was, pneeed 
'always nnentangled through the snarea of life, il 

would be prejudice end temerity to affinn : bat it 
.may be said that he at least preserred the sooree 
j)f action nnpollnted, that his principles whenever 

shaken, that his distinctions of right and trrang 
'were nerer cimfonnded, and that his faults had no- 
.thing of malignity or design, bnt proceeded fran 

some unexpected pressure or casoal temptstion. 
-Such was the fiite of Collins, wi^ whom 1 once 
'deliglfcd to conrerse, and whmn 1 yet rememfcer 
;with tenderness." 

Blinis was an honest man ; after all his ittlK 

fl^es, he owed no men a shilling wfaeit be died, nm 
:heart was always warm and )m hand open. '• K% 
. charities," says Mr Gray, "were great beyond Ua 

ttteansr andlharetothank Mr Allan Cunnii^hun 

for the fellowitig anecdote, fur which 1 am Mre 

every reader will thank him too. Mr Mazwdl of 
■ Terau^ty,an old,aaBtere, sarcastic gentleBMn,who 
: carctd notmng abont poetry, used to say when' ths 
. Exdqe-booka of tbe district were jHodncMl at Ae 

meettngH of the just ices, — <■ Bring me Bnma^ jomr- 

pak : it ahrays don me good to aetf H, for it iMws 
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liafc ^ JiMtett oSker may onry a land bean abont 
widi lum." 

. Of Im nli^tnu (inneiplee, we are bannd to 
jndge by n^M he hw told oa himaelf ia his nxse 
wrionB memaiito. He MKietiiiwe d«abtedvith ^ 
aonrowv what in tbe maio, and above aU« in Uw 
^■d, ha believed widi tbe ferroar of & poet. " It 
MnaiiiiinHy bannts ne," nya he in one of bia let* 
ttn^—" tMrdaik HapicioB, that immortality nujr 
be-enly toogood bowb to be tme ;" and henit u m 
may pwita beaittek, bow moeh did lukvetbod of 
tbmla^, (I fear I Boet add of. acting,) lesaiAla 
ifcatofaMUepootmoreiecentlyloattona. " I am 
■a bigot to inaddity," mid Lord Byioo, " ana did 
set aspect that becMwe I dosbted the immortality 
•C aaa, I ahoald be dtacged widi ieajfiag the ex- 
itwea at a God, It was the conwaiatiTe iu^ni^ 
ficanceitf owaelvee and onr wood, wbaa ptwe4 
ia nwiHraiinmn with the la^bty wbtde, ot wtiiefa it 
iaaa atani thtt fint led me to "itg™* that out 
pteta&Maaato immortality might be orenated." 



hat tha e&et wa«, that Byron, like Bnm, cem^ 
ahhiriil of " the.eady diacipliue nf Scotch Gklvin- 
1M%" and tbe juttual ^oom. of a nelaaehaiy 
heart, m baring between them eogendned '^a 
hypodKmdriBcal diietue," which occasionally Ti- 
nted and^ dapcauiad hiH thaoi^ Ufe. -In die 
oppoate scale, we are, in jaatice to Bums, to place 
many pagea whidi breathe tbe ardour, nay the ex- 
tdtation of fiuth,and the hnmble lincerit^of Cbiie- 
' tim ba(>e t and at tbe poet hinu^ has warned as, 
it well bcfita w " at the balance to be mnie." 
Let n avoid, in tbe name of Religion. faeraelf, the 
fatal error of thoee vio wooU laiUy swell tbe 
catalogoe of the enemiea of religions " A rally of, 



884 ' UVBOf 

jari^ m unrteMBBblv abjfcctMi^ art ■ 
the a{miioB kf Mae Bbd, to efica « nme tn« 
(ho Uttt of iCa wiM i gii t y t to mdmiai a aod Aom 
wnrimdag Wo. Sath men are w .muUil W 
eensire, tJ^ they Uive aeldon innefa <»e teioak 
fgihmtarMe mWrpreta^oaa of «mbi gui li tii ,.or f 
kwnrhoiraoeBBayittp of inadvertoiDyiaB ban 
abated' by wnoirssd i»tNKUtk«, tat lefa'Aj* 
tbeif' fUuiBatioiis witfaiKit anrcy. or pndaws 
dgvMUligkt odfancM or cmuI tuMritiais'^iVMt 
a^Mi nerar c O BW iHa djOT himediaielr lepMttedi- 
I^xeitet dtodd ramUeet,> tfant be u lakonn^,' bf 



mMoftntli. it BOM dMfv be tta GoBditb* of 
» gnM-pan of DMi^nd, M Mfect aad'embncs. t»> 
■totiipoB tke siiAiri^.of tiMwe w4K>Di4lt^-tlnde 
i«ter-Aan'4lMMa(lv«s, andtberafMotlM-ulAtiiM 
sf'cnnyaaMe to iiiMdity,iK aomtdtj^Be^ixt^^ 
t npoa.whidi tbew" 



Mitt, lettne «d^ the seiitiraontnf that illaitoiaai 
mondpoet of onrown tiise, vhoeemeuModfr* 
feMo of Bam will Jm KmeMbfirad imUfr the km^ 



."li«t>oiiuwrhapt r«(n:MNU«ii4MC . 
gf ipdppoidMiti'gcDsaiu, bniTei 
Yon): Poet " qich eiunplc give, 
, And >uch levere, 

- 'But ba admonbh'd'bf bta gMnre, 

' AiiA«htakH)4ilw."t' -' 'i 
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I- -It'is: poHihletpMfaapB for Mane ttBaifb«<Mf, 
to iMigMk dHnnn ef .» ntaAkUgfaertcm ibm 
dBhof' BwM, dersloped, Wo, uidep«wmuB*twi«M 
in uns^ TMpeota net Kniike tbeM of fais hntarywr- 
tke'dttatBterot B sua of lowly binfa; and wiwir- 
hi geinsi elevKted by that ptoloaophy wkidi » 

, skme pure and diviuB, brabare all dioM saao^ 
iiiwuw irf liMiwaliial ^ih mi and pawimv which mmd 
^«m the -b^jimiag with the wnHun^ of his iDi|n- 
MliMiraad ia tlw «m( wera 'ri»le to> eel d«epint«*)w 
gnM'beart-whieb AcyliadlviigtffineBtod. Sad 
slMMig wmld haiw recnrad, no qoestiiMi, a afw- 
oea of devout rarevMice,-! mean wbea the gitfrfe 

' Ind^^hMd'on.HMt to^whiidi die waroeAedmireni 
of onrpoet caii adnoMM-ao pi«t«iHaM» foT-^eU 
wfiMtiuum ftiTonrite ; but ooold nch ft boag hm 
ddigtwd bio epeoiea— ctmU h» ana han iiMn«tr> 
edibon UksBmiB? Oggjit we not te iw tbaeJt' 
fid for cTory new ariety of fw« nd ctroim- 
■ii'aiifi. in and onder whicn the eiinvUiag eneaigiM 
•f tnie and lofity geoioH are found sddreanng trnm-t 
aibw to the common biwthren of ^ lacft 7 WovM 
m fa»Te mne bnt MiJunu and Cgwpen>in poetry 
-^Rt finMniea and iSontheys in prose ? Alftt I lif 
k wen 80^ to bow brse a pa^rtiaii oftbe qiaeiM 
wooldall the gifts of dl the omaee ramw&careE 
a fbnntUD abut np and a book sealed 1 Were the 

Wponnded wd ^ifbroed, how amall l|ie tilavry 
tfahtwonld rem^ to kindle dte &iicy, to draw. 
out and refine the feetia^ to enlighten the head 
bv expanding the beait of SBasI^ From Arnto- 
pnanee to Byron, how broad the sweep, how woe- 
fU the desoluion I , , 

In the ahsenpe of that vshetneiit sympathy with 
hninanity aa it is, ita tonowa and iM joy« as they 



tfe, «n' nigfat hMre had m gnst nMi, jwrhnii ■ 
MM pMt, bat we etwld bin had n* Btnrm. It 
h very MUe to dnpiBB the wddeaU of CartOM; 
but wfaM noni kaaily rmwiTinig thne, «anld 
bsreeqaaUcd that irim^ Bmia»'mfottry,comuiBnA 
alongside of Btrn'sUmery, and tfae bia>«ry<rf Ua 
fiUBe, prasenta I It is ray mrfilB t» he abora th* 
dtuementa of p l wa uw ; irat who pveackaa ao«fc 
fiBctMUyagaiast ^«n, aa b* who mM forth iaim* 
moital vena- Ua mrm iatnwe apipalby «ith tboaa 
ibat yMd) and iq fane and is praaa, inartiMi aid 
in ptuviiaii, in life and in daitt, tha daagva aMi 
Ihenuaerieaof yieWag? . 
' It TMpiiTea a gtanr andacitjr of h y aoc riiy than 
~ AAr to tl» ihare of noat men, to iiirlliia agMV* ' 
BHna'a aaonbility to tiia tangiblB «araa and teila 
of bin fltttUy omMttiM ; diora an man who vtm- 
tn»-on broad danoieiatieoa at las mfmftliky wA 
tbejoyaof aoioeaadpaaaioB. TothMa, tha pM 
nonJ po«t already qaoted oj 

nit Toe," wiift he, " 
privilege of poetic geann t 
matrictiona of wliid pertinaat the time of ita be- 
ing enctad It b bat dimly BO — aio a a, a -epnit of 
pleamre wtwrevw r it em be f e wad, i n ikt walks 
of nature, and in the baaineaa of men^— The poctr 
tmting to prinnry inMJaott, laiafiatea amoo^ tba 
fefidtiea of love indwaM, aad iaieanplaiedirhia 
ho doMribM the fntet atpecla of war ; nor daea he 
' ' ' ' ' i compaBy of the paniaii of leva 



bo iMvaeiioe of war thoagk 
aange, and recogniaed aa tne haBd-«M)d «f deal 
ktioti. FroqaendyandadiainUyfaaaBmBg^raa 

way to dme impolMa of Baton ; both wkk nte- 
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«tlienk Wko, bM Mue taip«netnUe dimce or 
unvotr^iimdad pvritm in woAs irf art, er«T lead 
withouE dB%ht the [ristare iriucb he baa di»ini af 
the CMtrinal enhatum (rf the rnrtic cdreBtnrer, 
"Turn f/-^kmtetf 1^ port feaa not to teO. tita 
vndtf ia the ootaet, tliat tua tiero waa a despento 
taa «dHiili draakvd, vbom eoccasHs wen &e- 
q<NM U Us opportDDities. This r^robaM nta 
«tDim tft fats 01^ wiiile the atorm ie fouiiig, ^m1 
ht mva tmi «am am m canfamaa ;— die ni^t is 
4bt««a Oft by Bong sad tvBMdtainM noise— hu^iner 
tad jest ducken as die bennRe iaqtmrea npon dM 
pri Wc i Wjn g s i SMitf utMy beads to tbe aer< 
' nioe «f gWOTUi bfwerofaaee' wMshwaaH ia not ab* 
il cordiality— 
; bomaaity ar* 
klanded intsoBe prandand hai^y oonpontion «f 
flkwd apMta, die anger vf the tei^est witboat 
4Mni <Bhp huighni and aate ttf the eajwraent 
''" —t {Hty luB win caHaot pecceira that, iu 
o Bior^ pnipaae^ there 



« Kfagi SU7 bs UeM, bat Tn WH okdiMS. 

O'm s' ^ Ult of life tiatodook" 

- ^'Wbataleaaaa^diese words convey of cban* 
taUe inddgense for the timeos baluts uf tbe prinx 
dpal actor in tfaia acene, aadof tboae wboresem- 
bte hiai l^-Meo who to die ri^dly Tirtoons are 
•l^ocia ahnost of loMbtag, and «hm>bi therefiwe 
(kvycaaMtsmral The poet, penetntiiig tbe ua- 
M^ib aadidiagtHtii^ tniiaces of'tluiq<B, has oa* 
veiied with exquisite akill tbe finer des of imagi- 
nation tad fading, ibMeftra bind diese beings to 



sm LirSOT. . 

mct>Bwpn>dBCti*9 ottamh— IwfipiaiwrtoifcMi 

Diib ;*>-«Dd, w br u ba fUta H» n«^ into po»> 
WSHMi of «hw iiiteUig«tf ■yMpatby, he ri—iifiw 
hint for. escrdung * ulittjay iu9iwMa odct tiM 
aunda .of tbow who .»n tluu Aafitaabij'imit^ 

.."J^IiU MHwnwn iaerarir »g« wiU coiafort ihowr. 
■ydWR-inriw. practice of ctgttin riaaa, by mhrntrnta 
tn pHtitnlv pMMge&^Mith in the fasfany^td to 
tba.pMtiT «f BtiTMi tiiMe is all fimib to few:) 
Imt.wmlr tha gwMnl infaiiM irf JMMh.i* e^mbh 

»d>.«ul.hMlMraf< ' . . .— 



twlt-andhMbMB fowl,!* pnidace-to diSbeak 
dfefMi TIm niUFtrMl ^ofohntr wUsh Jus wiir 
tuj^lura all aln^ «ojb^ ftng «oa 4rf ttw 



ovm, (nm ^ Pentltnd to the JBolmT, aoid 
u fkot « oQUagft^nt.M |woc and mBwed «a t* W 
RidMBdi ^ Biblet wd Wdlyme tihet, «« tlw«MMi' 
■IkI^ tatd next to jt„ 4oe» aot |>oaMM a Bwmt 
tf»r0 ,tbtt people -degiMiMated aiara (bar a de pt JiW i 
ofthwDfivmannal? Has tbdr attacliDieul lo lbs 
Sfiok «f Boaka declined F Are their lieai«> leee - 
firmiylMMiul* then >f»ra- their htben', to the old 
&i:^Aiu] tlieoldTiEtnes? I believe, he lliat knowa 
tti« ratnt of tbe c«iuttry will be the reedJeat to . 
assiFW iiU ibeee qaanioM, as ermr imttol g/mm 
aafl ninae: mrnld deure to bear tb«a anawwed. - 
On one .point tbwe can be no coBtrareny ; the 



peMry of Bnnu baa bad moat powerfnl ioltinca 
ii^^miw *i^ atraagtbening the national Adiaga 
of iiiirCoaiUiyniab Amidat peaary and labMi^ 
hie yaaib.led on the old. nunaUelsy and (caditiMMl- 

... ,*,.\l'i>Tf)^a[ttt!iI<ettertaGraj', tM^M^ 
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gtarfct Of Ms tUtiM,'SHd4iis getdni dnue<^ UlMt 
what be fth BO deeply nniat bekmg to n »p4rit'tikC' 
Bt)^t Ue'mnothered ■Mnnd Km, init'oODM ^t 
b« eztfatg^niilwd. fin paiMndeitVMai^tBiiOM'Of 
ScMkitd wei«, and tiad'been, mch » W'Btarvd 
Ao fliar» flf iwtrii>ri«n ; tbe popnlsr literatara 'bid- 
Qtriven, md not in nin,'to nuke itself Englisbj 
«Ad,'ttb<n% 1^, B neV'tad • mld-systen afspe- 
iiiii>iiiii |ililliiii<niliii htd ba^nto ipread Mi d iJ) i' 



amrfi^nih AftMsuit smwwed,uid»e('lnMMtf m)^ 
diMk Ae cmeping ptMilCBCe of tUa ndUleTCMd/ 
WbMMWgMioB Ma rin«e iben been -devwed^ttt'' 



Ae IHuatration of As nsttonal mannei^ ud-BtW^ 
t^Aw -thmAr of Uw BUioBri fie«]uBgB> of dw 1^- 
pUj tben («n bvatt &Mbt Hmt BiwM wW ever^ifr 
i«iB«mbta«d SB tbs fimitd«r, and) alasltehla «init 
penMk M die-nMrtyr, of Urn nAnnation, 

Tint what is now-k-days called, by solitary eni-" 
OBtate, ^ «»(ilA of'the na^n^-hsd been ontfie- 
tDOreaM enor «aee oar IncorporatioB witb a gl«t^> 
aad wealthier state — nay, that the laws had be«iJ 
iwproring, and, above all, the adndniBtratloit ik ■ 
Atl Iswa, it wosld he mem higatry tv'diipMe; ' li^ 
nay- riao be conceded enily, taat ike natioBiif' 
mhtd had been n^dlv denii^ itaelf of BMny'in.'l 

C'nu pnjndloe»~uat the people, as x|)t^^v' 
been gnulaally and andyndtaiKlng^ in know-' ' 
ledge and wiadom, as well aa m weaMi'BlidMtni-' 
lity. Bnt all this -good had not beraacoMipIUied 
witbont rade work. If the knprorement' W6fe 
nln^Ie, it faad\ been puTdnsed deariy. - « OlW'-i 
apni^ fre," Allan CnmiDgfaan says betMtsmny' 
ao»ewiiei«,' « wUeh destroys Ae 'ten, - makes' 
an end abo of dw neMi of * tlMMMd iw(i|^4anlV: ' 
and he who goes.a-tronting with lime leaves little ' 
of life in the stiteam." We were getliili^ fast asba- ' 



■ed at XM^ praaow and bcMitifal tUma, mI^ 
flv that tbe7 wan oM aad oar own. 

it baa alraady beea leaMlbed, lt*w areo Smol- 
Irtt, wJbo li B g a w ^A» .oali o w )|*rKgedy,aitd9ne of 
(he nobleat ef uImnibI lyiics, never dwrad U> mdw, 
«aa of the dialoct of hu own coontiy; asd how 
Moore, anothar ntoal aathaaiaqtic Scotonaa, M- 
]«wed in tin wa p a rt , u in .otbarfit.tlw. eutQpl« af 
SiDoUatt, aad arar aad am again aooaadled Buna 
tod»libalike. Bnt a atiU mm auikigs s^ of die 
tiinaa ia to be fonnd in tbe a^le aJapSwd. bp batb. 
of tkeae nowbta, —pari a U y tha sreat malar of 
tbaat^ in their aefnaenlitioiia af HM annan and 
(Jiat*etM«aEth«r owneoaBbrvmcn. InH iMW y 
eiinlMr, tba laatud baat af SnwlkH'B tales, ttMv 
taa. aa«M traka oC a -hattw land— ta^ tnldiig hw 
W(n4[B aa. a wliale, tba napiaaiipn it conrapi ia 
Dotainly a |Minfd]| a diagnsting one* Tb* Scoto-' 
NM« of diaaa nMtHntana tba Jockaya and AnUaa- 
. of luXM^ 



the beat of dwm efoteaqve conbinMiina rf ids- 
pMcily and hypomay, pwd o . and meannaaa. Whnn 
eoefa men, kgiMfiritad Saottiai genttemen, po»< 
aeteed of leaniing and taJenta, ai^ one of tasa 
at leaat, of apUndid gicniaa, M>, or Autcaed, tlM ns- 
oeaaiiy «f making ansh mAaamma totWmj*- 
<fio(a of tba daninHit nation, and dtdackWidraat 
exdting a niHniiir-amai^ tbria wra caontiTnieBt 
wo may fbrna amno notioD af tba boldneaa of 
Buraa'a ^eriinciit ; and on oootaating the oIMn 
of dMBBAan widiTriiatiabafaaa'HsnaHr.iawdl 
coat ko albrt t» ap|irMiate tha nattn* ' and -oaaae> 
qneoeea erf dn tictory in wfaicb onr paemed tha 
vny, t^ achiaTeivent».nener'in-tbwr kiad.t».bk. 



Md.* ** BdnM," Bays Mr Camiilwtl, " bpa 
Uta efizfr vhn to hia dialect ;" -f — he gare it 
to nwwe dna his dialect. 

' The nonl influence of hit gmnui h«s not 
■been ooDfiaed to hia own eonntiTnien. " The 
Tangs (rf the pastoral," etad Jobnaon, " ia nar- 
row. Poetry cannot dwell npon tb« minot^ dia- 
tmcttona hy which one ipecies differa from an- 
■other, witfaom departing' from that aimpliinty- of 
grandenr which^ufe tAe imagination ; nor diwect 
die latent qualities of ^ing^ without losing' >t« 
■ptmtral power t^ ffratijying every mind bg r^saU- 
tHff Hi own oma p tiMs. Not only the iimgea of 
'noBl hte, bnt the occBsioas on which they can be 
properiy upfl&ed, are few and geoenJ. The state 
ol a man confined to the employinenta and jAea- 
enres of the coimtry, ia so Itttte diversified, and 
exposed to eo few of thoee aocidente which pro- 
^ce peri^eritiea, terrors, and smpriaea, in mwv 
complicated transactiona, that he can he shown 

. ■ " He wu," ia.jt ■ wtiler, in whoM luigiMge ■ brother 
yoet wJU beTecopuMd — "he wuiDinwiympeettboraM 
a luppT dnni happj teamwvof gcaiiulilMUBi.lMt &- ' 
td sod hupdcMWilMnMeeeaaMii mind. A wfaolamald 
of life Uy befote Bunt, vhwe liiiiHnt<Maaw>, ud dvkest 
Doo^s, and auDDieil etDlnences, be bod fsniilurif trodden 
firom fail difldhooii All that world be fsti could be nutda 
bii own. N« conqueror had Dferrun ila lertile pmlAne, 
and it wu for btm lo be crowned, lapienia DTe(ill tba 

' Lyric dngen ot tint UglHoiird lud.' 
7^ crown (hat he hu won can never be removed flrom hi> 
head. Much is jei left for other poele, eTenamafiK Chat life 
where hie apiiit delighted lo work ; bat he hM built monli- 
meali <» eu the high places, and they who fellow can oi ' 
hope to leaie bebiiid than some far huinblu mer ' ' 
— «to*i«mr. MfgMine, Feb. IBI7- 
f fpxuacia ufilie Britiih Piwl«, vol vil. p. !■ 
2c 



3M mn t» 

botai 

ri(Mity. . Hi* BDtbiUOD is withoat p«iS«j, «ad faia 
love withom inuigne. He has no otMtplaiiHs I* 
maks of hir rival, bat that b« m riokar Uhui him- 
•elf; nor any disaatan to lanmt, bnt a ccnel tmrn- 
tteaa or a bad barreM." * Socb wera tha iiili— 
0f tbe ipeaX arbiter of taite, wiiaae dicta fomad 
tite «i«ed of tbe firitiih world, at the tine -wkm 



dogmata U a aio|^ blow; to eoiviace tha loMeat 
of tbe noble, and the daintieat of dw lemed, tkat 
wberorer hmnaa nature ia tX woric, dw ey« o< m 
poet may diacover rich elemenM oi hie art ihrt 
OTer Christian EnropOr at all eventa, tLe purity of 
■entiment and thtt furoot of pamifln may be foond 
combined with sagacily of intellect wit, afaraird* 
neae, bomoor, whatever eleratea and wUarer de* 
lif^ta tbe mind, not mere eavly aaidat liie naeet 
(' complicated trMmo^oBe" of the meet pnKriwJ 
•ocieties, tbaa 

" In huts where poor men lie." 
Bonia did not place Umaelf only within the eati- 
mation and<«dmirs4ion t^ deae whom the world 
oiled his raperiois— t aoKtary tree emerfing into 
l^ht and air, and leaving the parent noderwood U 
low and aa daric aa bdtne. He, as wdl m any 

'■ Kiiew hja dim ircrth, and revereacei the Ift« ;" -(■ 



.■(■ Fethkpa utoa mdcn «i]] imilB to beu, thM Bum 
Toy ofteo vrale hii namg on bis book* thua — '* Robot 
Barns, Poet j" and that Allaii Cunningham itmembcn a 
fkvoartte cotOt at EUiMltnd hanng the Hme Inscriptioa ml 
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Itat W «*^ Mocwtced himself m a peasant, the 
mpW i iMita t w crfluB class, the pMBter of thrirman- 
noB, inapHvd bj the same influences which niled 
- their basoBM ; aad. whosoerer sympadiized iritb 
the Terse of Bniiffi, had his soul opened for ifac 
msm^ to the nhole &mil;^ of man. If, ia 
to* BUy imtucra, tlie matter has stopped there 
~-the bkme is not with the poet, but wUh the mad 
vad nteaniaenble pride and cridness of the world- 
ly heart— *■ nan's inhunsiiity to man." If, in mita 
of BvBS, and all his soceeasorB, the boondary hnes 
of seeaety are obsemd with ineraanng strietnesa 
^o^ «^— if the Tarions ord»s of men still, day 
by day, feel the chord of sympMhy relaiing, let ns 
lanent ova- syaptoms of a disease in the body po< 
Utic, which, if it goes on, must find so<Hwr w la- 
ter a &tal ending : bnt let as not nndemlue the 
KBtidote which has nil doag been checking this 
mttoBg poison. Who can doobt that at this mo> 
mmt tbonsands of *< the firat-bora of Egypt" look 
npoa the smoke of a cottager's chunnev with feel' 
ittgli which wonld nerer have been dereloped with- 
n limr being, hod tha« been no Barns ? 

Snch, itcan hardly be dispntcd, has been and is 
the general inflnence of this poet's genius ; and tbs 
^fect ha* been acoomplished, not in spite of, bnt 
1^ ueana of the moat exact contradiction of, erery 
one ot ibe priw^es laid down by Dr Johnson in 
R passage ahvady cited; and, indeed, assumed 
dvonghont the miole body of that great andn^s 
critical disqnisitioDB. Whatever Bnms has dene, 
be has done by his exqnisite power of entering into 
the dwmcters and feeHngs of ittdiridnals, as Heron 
haa well expressed it, " by the efiiision of particn- 
lar, not general sentimrat^ and in the luctnriag ont 
•f particular imagery." 
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Menengfa to ovntarn aK J» " ayMMat rfiRHhB**. 
■and defiaav ; trnt tha Doetsr bts tih»iowl)ifc« 
fcm^fEefiofr in fer too limited s-MMe.'i>^Mai«iaB» 
indeMlnit few of Bnrm'B pMtM^iii l*lri4k,4iB^ 
fimnd crMtfn^ brii^ and flimHWMCMae, balk affia» 
■lien from his own parson and experinioe) aad-dioa 
by the power of im^inarioai Jtwajny—d iigpwuu 
in^ what farms life «nd paniaa wanldi awma 
wii^, and traderthese— i-BM tbwn an aone ; t hia a 
ii qvte enongh ta Mtaify amy- nadtr' of ifirf> 
loosen, ihe Jolfy'Sfi^art, and fbai <^ iSilaatov 
Qt) say nothing; of variowpardnilBr MngB,aiKh«ft- 
Brac^s Address, i^B^trsmft Xiomtnt, &e.)tlMi 
Barns, if he pleased, might hare bten as iBfelp 
md as ancceasfidlj' an inTentor in tUsiMf, as'i* 
is bt anoth^' wellt, pethops not W inferior to «faia 
a> many people may hare accnstomed them nn iiwa 
to bciieve ; in the art, name!}', of reoomliiniiig nod 
new-combinii^, varying, emMfiddagt and £zlag 
and ttahtniitting die ^menta of ' a Dioat'jiietn- 
lesqne expeiiraee, and mort rrrid -feoluiga. 

Lord Byron, in his letter on PofWy tRMi-witb 
high and just contempttbe laborioiwttiiani wfciuli 
hu bean expended aa diatii^iAiDg fay m-imnn 
finn and technical slang-words, tfaa e^ncatsan^ 
Hiateriala ef poetical esmtiDB ; and, among adNr 
things, expCMes bia bcotd of ^k» all—yia tfaaa 
hare been made to dass fiamaaaioi^ minor poatai 
merely because he has pnt-fenb few tamipieeaav 
alid atiH fewer of what is dalled titvptar^yamagj* 
natire character. Fight wbo wiU idraot worda'Mri 
fomiB, "Bums's rank," nys bo, "ia in die first 
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dtw <rf Ui Bit ;" tmA, I teKet«, Aa wwU lAlvge 
M«'Mow-«'<h^ WwU ^epved to prefer a liii« ^om 
amch-a<p^ aa Bymt's on ;any such subject u thi^ 
M'dw (Mat htMlmtdtsaertatiMi that ever pw>> 
pteMdtbelviiBr of writer and of reader. SentiOf 
e^o^AHNy aaya ihe-BMHqthjtMciau j tbe critic may 
■iUfpUody ib9-«ark^;, sad assert that tlwt is 
pMtiy4f dte highest order, wUcb exerts mflaenca 
oiHiM atestyi m s ift i i oi'der mi tbebcaru>wd minds 



■'-Bane hes fcaM^ipreeiated diUf, and be haa had 
Ae'ifsRoDQ Ml bo prused eloasently, by almo6t 
a«e>yp«et-wbo'haa«Dmeaftertilm. To accQBia- 
ktd alt-timt'hao bean said of Uin, even hy loen like 
biaaari^ of dwifirat m-dw, woald fill a volnm^^r- 
Mid' a noblo nwminteBt, no question, that toIudo 
YpaaM b»— tbe noblest, exeept what be has left p» 
in bla own imnortsd veraes, which — were sofiM 
^Ma ranoved, aaKl the rest anjoiged io a obrono- 
b^cal Mdo^— wentd I believe fwin, to tbe int«llU 
gnt, a Bottt perfect and vind histea^ of his life 
tb«D wiH ever be composed out of all the mate- 
nda in tJw world beudes. 
■ ' » Tho impresaitn of his genius," says Campbellt 
*' is de^ and nnivwaal ; and newing bint merely 
lisa poet, theee m scarcdy another regret conaoct- 
ed imth faia naBW, tbsn tfcat his prpdnclions, with 
aU idteir mmit, fiill ^orC of tbe talents which bs 
pcsBsiaed. That be nover Utompted any great 
Wiarit of 'fiction, may be partly traced to the caat 
ef 'liia'gesnns, aad pwtly to his circunutances, and 
dafectiTo «dw«tMO< His poetical temperamenl 
waslbot of fitl«l traaspurls^rathej' than steady in* 
nnntiDD. > .\\'b«ierer be might have .written, waa 
bkely to^vS'been frangjitwith passion. I'bere 
ia always vuoagh gf interctl in life to cherish the 
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feduigi'of gsnuu; but it nqmn ImowMgt H», 
enlargB »nd emii^i thg iimpiiifttiim. Of thstkoow- 
led^ which nurglU the divor^ties of hanun maiH 
nen, wlreiitureB, and durwten, to a poet's atodf , 
be coald have no great Bhare ; althongh he ataBped 
the little treasure which he [KMWened in the mint- 
age of sorereign gemnsi" * 

" Notwithitandii^," aajrs Sir Waller Soott, " tbo' 
apuit of jnai^ of his ^rici, and the exquisite 
sweetness and simplicity of others, we cannot bat 
deeply regret that so mnch of his time and talents 
was frittered away in compilizig and compoaiBg; 
fta mnsical coUections. There is sufficient evi- 
dence) that even the genius ol Bams conld not 
support hiin in the monotonous task of writing 
love verses, on heaving bosoms and sparkling eyee, 
and twisting ihem into such rhythmical forms aa 
might suit the c^ricious evolutions of Scotcb 
reels and strathspeys. Besides this conataat 
waste of his power and fancy in small and ii^ 
NgnificBUt conposidona, must necessarily have had 
no little effect in deterring him from nnduta- 
king any grave or important task. Let no <ma 
suppose that we undervalue the songs of Boras. 
When his soul was intent on suiting a favourite 
air to words humorous or tender, as the anlgect 
demanded, no poet of our tongne ever displi^ed 
higher skill in marrying melody to immmial vnse> 
But the writing of a series of songs for large musi- 
cal collections, degenerated into a slavish Jabour 
which no talents could support, led to oegligmce, 
and, above all, diverted the poet from Ms grand 
plan of dramatic compoution. To produce a wckIb 
of this kind, neither, perh^m, a i^iolai In^jedjt 

• Specuaeoi, voL »ii, p. JlL'.oo.jL' 
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nor eomedv, bnt Bomeddng parMkiog of tfae na> 
tore of boui, aeeme to liave been long ibo thsnah- 
ed wbh of Bnnm. He bad even fixed on the 
Btibject, irbich was an adrentitre in ]ow life, said 
to have hf^pened to Robert Brace, white wuider- 
ing in danger and dis^^nise, after being defeated by 
th* Engli«hi The ScotUsh dialect wonld have 
rendered mch a piece totally nnfit for the stage; 
bst tbom vbo ncoBect the maacoline and \ofty 
tone of martia] spirit wiuch glows in the poem (d' 
Baanockbnni, wdl righ to think what the charac- 
ter of the galhnt Brace m^^ have proved nnder 
tbe hand of Bnrna. It would ondonbtedly have 
wanted ttmt iJnge of diiralnnis feeling which the 
manners of the age, no less' than the disposition of 
the monarch, demanded ; but this deficiency would 
hare been more than inpplied by a bard who 
could have dnvn trom hia own perceptions tbe 
, nnbending energy of a hero snataming the deser- 
tion of friends, tbe peieecntibn of enemies,' and the 
utmost malice of disasbons fortnne. The acene, 
to<^ being partly lud in humble life, admitted tint 
dismay of broad hvmoiir and exqmnte'pMboB, widi 
which he codd, interchangeably and at pleasore^ 
■doni his cott^e news. Nor was tbe aaeemUsf^ 
of hnriKar sentimeati incompatible in Bnms, with 
those of the meet exalted dignity. la the inimi- 
taMe tale of 7bm o' SKamier, he has left ns saffi- 
cient evidence <rf bis abilities to combine the Indi- 
orons with the awfti), and even the horrible. Ho 
poet, with the exceptim of Shakepeare, ever ppa< 
aeased the power of exciting the most varied and 
discordant emotions widi snch rapid transitions. 
His hnmorons description of death in the poem 
on Dr Hornbook borders on the terrific, and die 
witches' dance in tbe kirk of AUowajr is al once 
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Udlennu^aiid bitfriMe. l>e^lr ibiBt in iben le^ 
gret diose arocRtlona wfcicfa nnerted « ttaef ra 
varied and bo TisorottB, joined wMi langnim' asd 
Cxprasuon sniM to all ita cfaaneM, frmn kMiBg 
a more anbstantial moiraiifeiit to hit otni&aM,«Bd 
to the honour of bii doantty." * 

The cantata of the Jaify B^ffgarSi iMih 'ttw 
^ted at all antS Minie time tdttarikvwMK^ 
. and has not been inchtded Iq the tanAtmB 
ofkiswot^nntil within d>enfeir7ewa,«aMKt*e 
comldered ai it deserrea, wnhoBfa tr o a gt y ' twig|lw- 
aidng <xtr regret dtat Bvns-ttetWlindKf'oMMta 
his meditated dnmo. That extnofdiiMr]' bImMIi, 
cdopled vidi hia kter Ivrica in a kiglKr' *eia,-M 
«iioiig:h to show tint in bin -we bM a ttMWftt. 
p^Me of pladog- tbe nmrical dmrnatm n- Invt itriUi 
the loftieat of onr danteal fwnis. ^Btggmt't BmA, 
and Beggm't Opara^iAiM iaM twn cM aa iv'Ifo 
OMnparison ; and indeed, witftoM jmAnitytD «ke 
Heme of Slnkipeare, it may be aaid, tliu AM of 
■nefa matoials, enen hia genins coohi hardlf-hliv* 
conitnicted a piece in wfiieii im^iiMtieB «Mdd 
hve more splendidly predominated orer the «M- 
ward ahowa of diiaga — in wkadti the eywpadft- 
awakening power «f poetry eonld bre been dla- 
played more ^nmphantjr under ekcnaHtaaeaa of 
the greateet difficulty. — That nrankaUe pMAaraa- 
ance, by tbe way, ww an early prodnetkm of- tbe 
ManicbKne period rf- 1 know netting b«t tbe Tlva. 
a' Shanter that ia oalenlated to cooMy ae Ugb-aa 
impresaiun of what Bnroa might hnve dme. 

■ Quarterly Rnigw, No. 1. p. 38. 
. f 8a JahD itkbiaoiid of IlilaMbliiu infomad.Chambn 
-T^te the " PkUixe of Swlland," Kticle Mauchlist^ for 
HKiic enlerwlmiig paiUcuLua of the scene tliat Euggsbtcd 
thepgem. < ,ti. 
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Ae to Borae's muit of ^ncatioa bs<1 luww- 
.leilge, Mr {Campbell may not have considered .but 
■be m«Ht admit, that wbatever Buma's opportnwtias 
htd beenat the time when be produced tii* &«t 
■ yo»ii iocb K man u ha waa aot liliely to be 8 
Jiard reader, (wlikh be cejrtiuuljr was,) and a con- 
stant obsOTrer ol 'jnei) and mannera, in a nncli 
Urider eir^ of aociety than alinoat any otber great 
fioet baa ever .moTed in, from three-^nd'tweDty 
4o ei^t-oBd- thirty, witliont having thoroughljr re- 
Jlioved any pretext for au^^iiring vn&Tonrably on 
tbaMcoTBi of what he mi^t have been expected to 
^Kodnce in the more elaborate dqtartments of bis 
art, had tea life been spared to toe ns^^ liwiti of 
^manily. In aw>lber way, however, I caunot 
help ■Qipec^g that Borib'h enlarged knowledge, 
botk of men and bot^s, prod>ced as nnfavouraUe 
effect, ratb«r than otherwise, onlbe exerti«nB,;Bnch 
H they were, of hie later years. Hta geoerons 
apirit wai open to the impreasion. of erery kind 
«f . excellence ; bia lively imaginationi bendmg it* 
own v^ow to whatever it touched, made him ad- 
»ire even what other people by to read in vsin ; 
and ailer traveUing, as he did, over the general 
anrhoe o£ onr literatare, he appeara to have been 
Bomewhat etartled at the considerBtJon of what he 
himaelf had, in oomparatire ignorance, adventured, 
and. to haw been miwe iutimidal«d llian encovi»- 
ged by the retrospect. In most of the new departs 
menta in wbkh he tnadesofne trial of his etrength, 
(snch, for example, as the moral epistla in Pope's 
vein, the heroic satire, &C.,) he appears to have 
soon lost heart, and paused. Theie is indeed one 
magnificent exception in Tamo' SiaTUer—^^ece 
which no one can imderstand witbont believing, that 
had Burns pursued that walk, and poured out his 
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Btom «l tnditHHMry Ion, flUbeUnbed widi' Ida 
exbawdinaiy powers of d o crip tton of all IdndB, 
m migjit iiKTe had from hia uomI a aenea of d^ 
tkoul tales, muting the quaint aimpUcity, afy biw 
moor, and iireaistible pmoa of anotbar rhaiiiw, 
triUitbe BiTOiig and gnicefbl T^nficstioB, and na^ 
ealise wit and seoM of aBotber Drj^ea 

This was a sort of feeling Uist mnat have a 
time subsided. — But let us not waste irords in re> 
gretting what might have been) where so mncii ik 
BnntB, sborttnd painAil aa were his yeara, baa 1^ 
behind him a volnme in which there is inp it^ oa 
for ereiy fancy, and mnucfor every mood ; whicli 
lireei and will lira in strength and vigonr— « to 
ioolb^"a8agenenmalorerofgeninsliasnid — "the 
sorrows of how many a lorer, to inflame die patriot* 
ism of bow many a eoldier, to fan the firea of how- 
many a genius, to disperse the gloom of aoUtndc^ 
appease the agonies i^ pain, encourage Tirtne, and 
show rice its ugliness ■"* — a Tolmw, in which,cen< 
toriea hence, as now, whererer a Scotaman may 
wander, he will find the dearest consolation of hu 
«nle. Already has 

" QloTj vilhont end 

Sotuied tha doudi aw*; ; and <n lliat aama aUBid 

The team and piaiou df all tlma."-f- 

* Sea Uk Cauura UUmia of Sir ^eRoo Biydge*, 
voL o. p. ft5. 
t CkUde Harold, Canto iv. 36. 



